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[ From a drawing by G. A. Willis, Savings Bank Department.]

THE NEW Post OFFICE SAVINGS BANK BUILDING AT WEST KENSINGTON .

(Centre portion , North Front. )

( See page 74. ) [ Frontispiece.



ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

JANUARY, 1902..

A Bird's -eye View of the G.P.O.

one or

NDER this title I propose to describe and illustrate, by

two photographs, which at least shall be

uncommon, such a survey as I have been fortunate to

make from the skies not only of St. Martin's -le -Grand

but of the extension and actual working of the G.P.O. in and about

London as it appeals to an aeronaut .

To do this properly and in order I must go back some fourteen or

fifteen years—to the occasion of my maiden ascent, which chanced

also to be the occasion of one of the most all-round risky voyages

in which it has been my lot to take part, and which I may be

pardoned for giving somewhat in detail . In those days it was the

rule never, if possible, to disappoint the British public, and this led

to my going aloft on a day which had been fixed for a public

gathering but which was altogether unfit for ballooning. Though a

summer afternoon it was a day of storms, with rough squalls of

wind which increased in intensity as the afternoon wore on, and when

the hour of departure arrived a fellow passenger, who was to have

ascended with me, withdrew on the score of prudence, leaving his

place to be filled by an experienced professional hand who

volunteered to bear a share in our trying enterprise, and for whose

assistance we had cause to be not a little grateful before the day's

work was done. My story must be regarded as some tribute on my

part to the skill and judgment of my valued and respected friend

Captain Dale, who was our skipper on this occasion , and who lost

his brave life in another ascent in the same balloon only a few weeks

after.

The great charm of our excursion lay in the fact that our course

was destined to lie over the heart of London. It used to be said

that on an average only once out of thirty times would a balloon,

ascending from the Crystal Palace, cross fairly over London, and

therefore the almost extravagant glee of my friend may be pardoned
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when, after a careful scrutiny, he declared his conviction that we

“ couldn't miss the town this time ” ; he was as enthusiastic as a

schoolboy.

It was a rough start . I have never seen a gang of men—and all

old hands, too—so hard put to to hold a balloon in check in the

Palace . grounds.::But then our craft that day was a monster of

80,000.c.f. capacity; fai exceeding the size of the largest working

hajloop : 10 : existence at the present time in England . We were

Mwa

" FILLING. "

rudely jerked and bumped and tossed about for many minutes after

we had taken our seats in the car before all was ready and our

chance came to cast off — that moment of delicious relief and joy

which every enthusiastic balloonist knows so well .

The Crystal Palace and its noble grounds were soon far beneath

us, and not only so but far in our wake, giving us a fair idea of the

speed with which we were flying. It is within the truth that we

distanced all the suburban trains running below us in our direction.

For some miles we traversed such a country as I had never pictured

existing anywhere in England , and yet I knew that country fairly

well. Sydenham , Lewisham, Brixton , Camberwell. I counted

myself familiar with all when I walked their main highways. But
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now these thoroughfares were not even to be recognised, inasmuch

as their surroundings were wholly unintelligible. There was so

much open ground ; so many green fields ; so little to suggest a

populous suburb. At the same time it was quite unlike the country.

I understood the explanation of the thing before long ; but presently

a feature below hove in sight which there was no mistaking whatever.

No one who has watched a cricket match on Kennington Oval will

fail to recognise the outline of that green from whatever point of

view he may see it again . Therefore we did not need the clue

given us by an obvious game of cricket which was being played far

down below us . But how tiny were the players compared with the

scale of the field they were playing on ! I had not as yet realised

that from the point of view of an aeronaut all you see of a man on

the earth is the top of his hat !

In the end we sailed directly over the well -known enclosure , and

as we did so the game was obviously stopped in our honour, and

then a ringing cheer rose up from all the field , in acknowledgment

of which we waved our hats and so passed on . London was by this

time fully in view, occupying the entire horizon from west to east ,

a vast unbroken stretch of town reaching out without limit into

distance, an imposing spectacle never to be forgotten . Perhaps the

most striking feature was the river with its craft like tiny toy boats

upon its surface ; and shortly we could foretell the actual point at

which we should cross the stream-a little way east of Blackfriars

Bridge .

Maintaining our high rate of speed we passed almost directly over

St. Paul's , and then for a brief moment looked sheer down on

St. Martin's-le- Grand from a mile in the sky . This in itself should

have been enough to think about , but there was much else to occupy

the mind. By this time all London lay below us , displayed

precisely as we know it in the familiar map. We recognised it all

as a whole and in detail ; every park, every square ; every chief

thoroughfare. It might be supposed that it only needed the names

to be printed broadly along the streets to make our field of view

resemble exactly what I have compared it to-the map of London .

But in truth there was another and a most important difference.

There was not nearly so much in the way of houses as one is led to

imagine . As one wanders on the pavement round the great block

of buildings - say in the City - one is almost fatigued with the

thought that it is all houses—all buildings of some sort. But in

real truth it is not so, and I very much doubt if any but an aeronaut
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is aware of the fact. The block we have been wandering around is

only fringed with buildings, nothing more ; and in the middle are

gardens , courts or clearances of some kind . So that one may carry

away the comforting reflection that after all London has far more

breathing spaces and far less of bricks and mortar than we are led to

imagine.

But I learned another fact about London that day which also

supplies a comforting thought of its own. The noise which rose up

IN THE PALACE GROUNDS .

from the streets that August afternoon was distressing in its

harshness and intensity ; a discordant roar or rather jangle that

was positively painful. It was the noise as of mighty machinery gone

mad, distant but overwhelming. Well , I have sailed over London

inany times since in recent years , but never again have I heard that

strident noise as then , though I have particularly listened for it .

Perhaps special atmospheric conditions may have partly accounted

for this ; or perhaps the modern indiarubber tyre may have made a

difference ; but almost beyond doubt it is the extension of wood

paving that has wrought the real and great change. And then, if
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this be so, let us be fair and own that we have cause to be grateful

even for the much abused wood paving in our streets, which after all

may be well enough if the authorities would only let it lie !

But it was when we got away northwards, beyond the northern

suburbs, that a sound greeted our ears the like of which I have

never heard since. We were flying over the southern parts of

Hertfordshire, and every now and again a musical whisper would fill

our ears , though for some time we could not tell the cause, but

presently it was traced to the woods and plantations below us ; it

was the plaintive murmur of the trees tossing in the wind , and I can

only say that when trees are tossing like that it is my experience that

in these days balloons seldom go up at all . Indeed it was doubtless

due simply to the unrivalled skill and coolness of poor Captain Dale

that we escaped that day with only a rude shaking. We ſell just

outside the enclosure of Lord Salisbury's park , at Hatfield, where

the country is thickly timbered, and where the ground is ill - suited for

a descent in rough weather.

It was blowing half a gale now, with an oncoming thunderstorm ,

and the fields were fairly racing past under us as we swooped down .

There was need for nerve and promptness, and my friend was

possessed of both of these in no ordinary measure. So catching

sight of an approaching pasture that lay somewhat open and sloping

slightly up hill , he seized the chance and brought us down with a

run . Barely missing a tall elm at the lower end we plumped down

on the turf with a jolt that tried every joint in our back-bones, but

the next moment we had bounded up again , only to descend as

roughly as before, and this happened yet a third time, after which

the dying monster, that had carried us so bravely, lay prone along

the grass, struggling with each angry gust but unable to rise again .

And so our voyage ended, and our little party broke up, all going

our several ways , but each doubtless feeling himself the better, and

regarding his late companions with a warmer feeling for the hazard

we had all shared together.

* *

It was ten years afterwards, and once again I was sailing over the

same ground, starting from the same centre, and once again also it

was a rough wind , though not so violent nor so unsteady. This time

my companion was my daughter, a young lady who was making her

first flight through the sky, and it seemed not a little remarkable that

that first voyage in her case, as in mine, should have lain directly

over the city. How nearly identical the two routes were will be
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made evident by the fact that we crossed the river immediately

below London Bridge, and not half a mile from the spot where I

had crossed it on my former venture. As far as I myself was

concerned, therefore, I knew what to look for — and yet not quite .

Things had altered manifestly. In the decade of years that had

passed by London had grown greatly, pushing out her borders into

what had been open country , and filling in suburban areas with

denser patches of buildings. I know not what the Post Office

returns might show in actual figures, but I am convinced that there

OVER THE TOWN .

must have been a vast increase in the number of addresses

comprised in the districts indicated by the initials S.E. , E. , and N.,

which were those that more particularly came within our field of

view.

We were but just clear of the outer fringe of the town when our

balloon, having lost its buoyancy, began settling rapidly to earth , and

a poultry yard full of fowls and ducks suddenly commenced an

animated remonstrance with us for intrusion on their privacy - an

expression of feeling in which they were presently joined by the

good housewife, who came out and in some alarm begged us to have
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a care for her tiles, over which our trail rope was gliding snake -fashion .

It was time we decided what we were to do, and we appealed to the

lady of our party as to whether we should descend . To which

question we got a prompt and decided answer, “ Let us go on at any

price ! ”

So ballast was thrown out, and the world dropped away below us

once more, and objects grew less and less till human beings had

disappeared from view, and roadways had shrunk to mere threads .

And so for a couple more delicious hours we sailed the skies till

shades were stealing on the earth, and we recognised that we must

descend at last to secure some haven ere nightfall. Then to watchers

below our balloon made a long graceful swoop , and finally skimming

over a low hill slanted down into a field of reaped corn , scattering

the up-standing sheaves right and left. But here at least was no

rest , for the wind blew strong as ever, and the anchor scorning the

hard earth, we were carried in a wild steeple chase and, not a little

roughly, across open country. No bank or hedgerow could hold us

up , and we sped on till an awkward railway cutting hove in sight,

into which we must to all appearance infallibly fall. It was

altogether an ugly predicament , and one from which there seemed no

escape, but help came at last , and as so often, from an unexpected

quarter .

It came from the G.P.O. Not a hundred yards distant from the

railway cutting but on our side of it ran a main high road, and as we

crossed it we were brought up short by the effectual barrier of

telegraph wires .

I never wrote to express my thanks to the Postmaster- General, but

I think I might have done so, and at the same time have assured

him that no harm was done to his property at least.

* * * *

Again I was over London , at dusk of night this time, firing bombs

from the sky by way of signalling to the thousands of townsfolks

who were leaving business and crowding the streets below. My

intention and object had been fully announced in the press, so that

London knew in a general way what to expect , though no date had

been fixed, and it was not surprising that no mention of my exploit

any of the morning papers.

I learned this fact at my hotel as soon as I was down the next day.

In justice to the public , therefore, I strolled across the road and sent

a circular telegram to all the papers, after which I returned to

was in
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breakfast, and immediately afterwards walked the length of the Strand

to make a purchase. I was not long in doing this , but as I stepped

out in the street again a newsboy was flaunting a poster wet from the

press, bearing the legend, “ Signalling from the Clouds !” The

poster referred to the paper he was selling, and seizing a copy I found

it contained my telegram which seemed but just dismissed.

Truly the G.P.O. can work miracles !

John M. BACON.

Coldash , Newbury.

[We regret that we are unable to reproduce trvo of the photographs

kindly forwarded by Mr. Bacon. They refuse to submit to the art of

the engraver. - EDITOR.]

TIT

The Post Office and Staff (the Postmaster, Mr. W. Gurr, and learner) at

Modderfontein, the temporary headquarters of the South African Constabulary,

between Pretoria and Johannesburg. From a photograph kindly forwarded by

the Postmaster-General , Johannesburg.
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The United States Railway Mail

Service.

A

N interesting and valuable Paper on this subject has been

written by Mr. Victor Bradley, Superintendent of the

Railway Mail Service, for several eastern States ,

including New York and Pennsylvania. The Paper was

prepared in connection with the Postal Car Exhibit, at the recent

Pan -American Exhibition at Buffalo .

Mr. Bradley visited England some two years ago , in company with

the Hon . Eugene Loud, Chairman of the Postal Committee of

Congress, to study the Railway Office arrangements here, and all

who had to do with him retain a pleasant recollection of his visit,

and were impressed with his mastery of the facts of the Service in

the United States.

When I was asked to write a notice of the Paper I applied to

Mr. Bradley for further information, relating chiefly to the pay and

hours of work of the Post Office Travelling Staff, and he has been

good enough to furnish me with all the additional information I

needed .

In the United States, mails were first sent by railway in the year

1834, the mail routes then being only 78 miles all told . In the year

1900, the mail routes were 179,983 miles.

The travelling Post Office system was introduced into the United

States in the year 1864—many years later than in the United

Kingdom.. At the present time the payment to the United States

Railways for conveyance of mails , amounts to nearly £7,000,000 a

year.

THE TRAVELLING POST OFFICE .

Mr. Bradley remarks : - “ The Railway Post Office is the highest

development of the Railway Mail Service . This is the travelling

Post Office which takes the mail from the stationary Post Offices, and ,

sorting the mail while the train is running , hurries it in a thousand

different directions to its destination .

“ Sometimes the Railway Post Office in its modest form occupies an

apartment 12 to 30 feet long in a baggage car. But on the important

railway lines the R. P. O. engrosses a complete car.
On very
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important lines two or more cars are used on certain trains , and in a

few instances there is a sufficient number of postal cars to make up

a special train . For instance , on the Pennsylvania R. R. the night

mail west from New York City requires a special train of seven mail

cars . A mail train of similar importance and magnitude leaves New

York City every night for the west on the New York Central and

Hudson River R. R.

“ A principal feature of the Railway Post Office service is its

economy. There are over 76,000 stationary post offices. If each

made up its own mail for every other post office, each would have to

make over 76,000 separations at every despatch . But by having the

Railway Post Office as an intermediary, to combine the mail from the

small post offices and separate the mail originating at the large post

offices, an almost incredible saving is effected in time and clerical

force . For example , the great Post Office in New York City,

instead of making 76,000 separations makes less than 1,300 . In the

Philadelphia Post Office only about 1,000 separations are made.

“ The Railway Post Office service of the United States is more

extensive than that of any other country. In 1898 , the number of

postal cars in use in Great Britain was 235 , in France 468, in

Germany 1,742 , while in the United States there were 3,516.

“ In the same year the number of railway postal clerks working in

postal cars was :

Great Britain

France 2,852

5,831

United States 7,281

“ It is also interesting , since postal clerks are required to memorize

the exact location of post offices, to note the extent of study required

of the American postal clerk, as indicated by the number of post

offices in each of the above mentioned countries . In 1898, the

number of post offices was :

Great Britain
21,197

France
9,000

Germany 34,415

United States 7 - ,000

“ The average salary of the United States railway clerks is about

£200 a year. Their pay at the outset is about £180 a year, and

they usually reach £200 a year in the course of a year or eighteen

months . If efficient, a clerk would get after about four years service

683

Germany ...
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£240 a year, and after about nine years service about £280 a year,

which is the highest pay given.

“ For all of these promotions the clerk must compete with others

of his own grade, because the promotion goes to the clerk who is

most efficient and industrious as shown by his complete official

record , including his yearly examinations upon his practical know

ledge of the location of post offices, train schedules, and

connections."

In the United Kingdom , the average salary of a Travelling Clerk

is about £106 a year, and in addition he receives about £40 a year

in trip allowances, so that his total pay is on the average about £150

a year.

This is, of course, a good deal less than the pay given in the

United States. On the other hand , while here, the Travelling Clerk

is entitled both to pension and to full pay in times of sickness, the

Travelling Clerk in the United States gets neither. The only

exception in regard to sick pay is when the clerk is injured in a

railway accident. Then and then only, he gets his pay for one year,

after which all pay ceases , and if he be permanently disabled he

has to leave the service without pension .

Until recently the United States clerks got no holiday, but they

now get 15 days a year.

For any absence from duty not due to injuries received strictly on

the line of railway the absentee must pay the substitute, and a

substitute is always employed . Occasionally the substitute is a man

awaiting regular appointment, and is being paid at the rate of £160

a year. If the absentee is getting, say, £200 a year, he retains the

difference .

Sick leave (without pay ) is limited in ordinary cases to six months

continuously ; at the end of that time a resignation is usually

called for.

As already mentioned, the staff receives no trip or subsistence

allowances whatever. They are expected to find themselves in food

and lodging. Because of this the authorities arrange in big

cities to maintain dormitories for the clerks, frequently in the

upper floor of Government buildings. In New York, for instance,

there is an organization of about 500 travelling clerks (of which

Mr. Bradley acts as honorary trustee and treasurer) , to maintain a

dormitory in a private business building at a rent of about £ 1,200 a

year. Each clerk averages about six or seven stays in the house

per month , and these stays cost him about 6s. 6d . per month. For
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each night's stay the clerk pays about rod . At a cheap hotel the

clerk would have to pay fully 25. a night.

On the principal railways a clerk would lay out for subsistence

while away from home about £40 a year, and the average salary on

such lines would be about £220 year.

There is , as already stated , no provision in the United States for

pension for the travelling clerks, nor is there any such provision for

any other branch of the Civil Service. Pensions are confined to the

army
and navy, and at present, for these two services , cost the country

about £28,000,000 a year ! This enormous expenditure for pensions

is paid to men (and their families) who served in the Civil War.

When I was in the United States in 1895 I was told , though I

cannot vouch for the truth of the statement, that many women were

still drawing pensions as widows of soldiers and sailors who were

killed in the war with England in 1813, - that is to say, 82 years ago !

There is a deep feeling in the United States, says Mr. Bradley,

against a Civil Service pension , which , it is thought, would establish

an official aristocracy or a privileged class ; and both terms are

uttered with a convulsive shudder.

The hours of work of the travelling clerks in the United States

are much longer than of those in the United Kingdom . Here a

clerk never works more than eight hours a day, and has on the

average one day's rest in five. In the United States “ Ten to fifteen

hours ' work per day is not an unusual task, and even in the east there

are runs which occupy a clerk for eighteen to nineteen hours per

day , while in the far western country where the railroad runs through

sparsely settled territory much longer runs than this are made, and

clerks are obliged to carry their meals and even their bedding with

them .

“ When it is recalled that a postal clerk, unlike anyone else on the

train , is on his feet all the time, steadying himself against the

swaying motion of the car in order to lose no time in his accurate

distribution, it can readily be seen that it is necessary to provide a

lay -off time for his recuperation. On the important lines it is quite

customary to allow a clerk six days lay -off after six days of con

tinuous duty . This permits of recuperation after the very severe

strain he has undergone ; but a clerk finds it necessary , in order to

keep up with his business , to spend a great deal of his lay -off time

in studying ; also in preparing his label slips for the next run ; in

checking up receipts for registered mail ; writing out his reports to

headquarters ; answering official correspondence, &c . He is ,
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therefore, fortunate if he can secure out of his six days lay -off one

or two days for pleasure or recreation .

“ He is also liable during his lay-off timeto receive orders to report

for extra duty in place of some other experienced clerk who is

reported ill , or else to report for duty on account of an excessive

quantity of mail matter beyond the capacity of the regular force, as

for instance during the holiday season or when the regular train

service is disarranged by washouts, snow blockades, or other similar

causes." In such cases here the clerk gets extra pay.

INJURIES TO THE TRAVELLING STAFF.

The proportion per cent . of members of the travelling staff who

are injured on the railway in the discharge of their duties is much

higher in the United States than here.

According to Mr. Bradley the travelling staff there in 1898

consisted of 7,281 officers, and here of 683 officers.

During the ten years 1891-1900 there were in the United States

5,003 casualties to the staff. In these casualties 75 clerks were

killed , 513 were seriously injured , and 1,173 slightly injured -- a

total of 1,761 killed or injured. The average number of clerks

employed during the ten years was about the number employed in

1898, and the proportion of those killed was slightly over one per

cent . , of those seriously injured slightly over 7 per cent. , and of

those slightly injured somewhat over 16 per cent .

In the United Kingdom during the ten years not one of the

travelling staff was killed, only 32 were so much injured as to be off

duty for more than a month , while only 52 were slightly injured.

Taking Mr. Bradley's statement of the number of travelling officers

here, viz. , 683 , the proportions per cent . were - killed o , seriously

injured somewhat over 4 per cent. , and slightly injured somewhat less

than 8 per cent.
Thus :

Killed .
Severely Slightly

injured. injured .

Percentage . Percentage . Percentage .

United States ... 7
16

United Kingdom 4
8

Mr. Bradley observes that “ there is no branch of the Government

service in which the sphere of duty involves so much danger , unless

it is in the army and navy during war, and in the life saving service . "

He states that every care is taken by his Government to guard as

far as possible against the effects and consequences of accidents,

and mentions especially that strict regulations are in force in the

matter of the construction of Travelling Post Offices. I am, of

I

O

B
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course, no expert, but the Travelling Post Office carriages which I

have seen when in the United States appeared to me, in the matter

of fittings at all events, to afford much less protection to the staff

than is afforded in our own Travelling Post Offices. I remember

the late Sir Rowland Hill telling me that while he was Secretary to

the Post Office he had occasion to confer with the French Post

Office in Paris, and at their request he made an inspection of the

working of the Travelling Post Office system on the Northern

Railway of France . The system had been introduced on that line

as an experiment, and was by no means realising the beneficial

results which had been obtained here .

To Sir Rowland's surprise, he found that instead of dealing in the

Travelling Post Office carriages at the Gard du Nord with such

letters only as could not be sorted at the General Post Office in

Paris, the whole of the letters for towns on the line of railway were

sent throughout the day to the Post Office carriages, where a

number of sorters, detached from the main staff, were set to sort the

correspondence . The result, of course, was that the carriages

speedily became choked with mail bags and letters, which largely had

to be carted back to the chief office so as to get the carriages free , if

possible, for Travelling Post Office work proper.
LEWIN HILL.
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The Post Office London Telephone

Exchanges.

N St. Martin's-le -Grand for April last , I gave a general

description of the external works in course of

construction by the Post Office in connection with its

London telephone system . These works are so far

complete that the opening of some of the principal departmental

exchanges is imminent, and a brief description of the apparatus

actually introduced for working the exchanges may be of some

further interest.

The problem of telephone exchange working is a complicated one .

Means have to be provided whereby any one subscriber to ani

individual exchange may not only be put in direct communication

with any other subscriber on that exchange, but likewise with any

subscriber on the other exchanges which may be necessary to serve

the whole of the area that may for the time being be under

consideration. In order to do this the following apparatus becomes

necessary :

1. An indicator on each circuit, by means of which the attention

of the exchange operator is called when a subscriber desires to

communicate.

2. Jacks , or switch springs, to which a subscriber's line wires are

connected.

3. Plugs , for insertion in the jacks, joined by connecting cords

containing conductors, by means of which connection is established

between any two subscribers.

4. Speaking and ringing keys and other subsidiary apparatus, the

use of which is described later.

Each subscriber is , of course, provided with a complete telephone ,

an electric bell, by means of which he can be called, and some

means of actuating the exchange indicator when he desires to

communicate.

The operation of telephone switching on small exchanges is a

simple one. When the shutter of an indicator drops , the operator

inserts one plug of a connecting cord into the corresponding jack ,

and by depressing a speaking key brings her telephone into the

circuit . She ascertains the requirement of the caller, inserts the
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second plug of the cord into the jack of the subscriber who is

wanted, depresses a ringing key which actuates the bell of the

second subscriber , and the latter, on answering, finds himself in

communication with his correspondent . The calling up of the

exchange can be effected in various ways. In one, the most

common, the subscribers are provided with a small magneto

machine, set in motion by a cranked handle. The turning of this

handle drops the exchange indicator. In others, primary batteries

at the subscriber's office have been used to effect a similar call,

and most recent of all large electrical accumulators at the exchange

itself provide the energy necessary for effecting calls and for

actuating all the apparatus.

Again , a system known as the “ Law ,” or “ call wire ” system , has

been tried . In this an independent circuit extends from the exchange

to a certain number of subscribers, each call circuit serving from

forty to sixty persons. It terminates in a telephone at the exchange ,

at which an operator is listening continually. To obtain attention

a subscriber depresses a special key on his local telephone , which

switches it into the call circuit, and if no one is speaking, he makes

his wants known . If another subscriber be using the call circuit,

the former waits his turn . The operator, on hearing his require

ments, makes the necessary connections as before, the subscriber

releases the “call key,” and his telephone is thereby cut out of the

call circuit and restored to his speaking circuit, on which he listens

till he hears his correspondent answer.

Finally, in the Post Office, a system was designed, under the

instructions of Mr., now Sir William , Preece , by which the removal

of the telephone from its suspending hook actuated the indicator at

the Exchange , and this method has now been adopted , and, with

certain modifications which will be described later - it promises to

become the standard type of working throughout the Continents of

Europe and America .

When the conversation is finished , the reverse operations are

performed . If the call is originated by ringing, a brief ring is .

repeated, and this drops a second indicator shutter which is bridged

in the connecting cords, and which is an instruction to the operator

to disconnect the two circuits . With the “ Call” system , instructions

to sever the connection are conveyed on the call wire , and finally,

with the Post Office system, the restoration of the telephone to the

hook sends an automatic signal to the Exchange, which indicates the

close of the conversation .
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Where a special operation is necessary to insure the severance of

a connection, much difficulty occasionally arises through a subscriber

omitting to ring or call off ; under these conditions , other subscribers

who wish to speak to either of the two who are joined through are

told that he is engaged , and much discontent and trouble have arisen

from this cause . The advantage of a system which abolishes this

special operation and substitutes an automatic signal on the hanging

up of the telephone is obvious.

So long as exchanges were of limited size, these simple types of

switching readily met all requirements ; but as the number of

subscribers increased , and the switchboards grew to such dimensions

that several operators had to be employed , a difficulty arose in

making connections between circuits beyond the reach of a single

operator. This was at first met by providing what are termed office

junction circuits between each operator and all the others ; but as

the system became more extensive, the number of these junctions

and the difficulty of manipulation increased to such an extent as to

render this method of working impossible .

To meet this difficulty, the multiple board was designed . This

board is divided into sections, usually of such a size as to provide

space for seating three operators, and on each section appear the

local jacks and indicators of a number of subscribers , varying from

200 upwards, according to the average number of calls dealt with

daily. In addition, however, to these local jacks and indicators, all

the circuits of the whole of the remainder of the subscribers to the

Exchange are attached to a series of jacks fixed on the upper panels

of the section , so that each operator is in a position to connect any

one of the local subscribers, for whose calls she is responsible ,

directly to any other subscriber on the Exchange. It is , however,

evident that before a subscriber connected to a local section is

joined through to any other subscriber, it is necessary to ascertain

that the latter is not connected through at another section of the

board to a third subscriber, and this is ascertained in a very

ingenious manner. On the face of each jack is a metallic socket,

and these sockets are so connected that on the insertion of a plug

into a subscriber's jack, at any section of the board, a battery is

joined to the whole of the sockets of the jacks which serve that

particular circuit. If a subscriber who is wanted is engaged, the

fact is indicated to any operator in the Exchange by a click in her

telephone when she touches, with the tip of the plug to which her

telephone is for the time being connected , the socket of his jack on
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her section . If she hears no click, she assumes that the subscriber

is disengaged , and connects him through to the calling subscriber.

The early types of multiple boards were extremely costly, and

they were subject to many defects which led to the introduction of

other systems which were designed to cheapen the service and to

improve the working. This again put the advocates of the multiple

system on their mettle, with the result that the modern multiple

board as at present manufactured , appears to meet, within its

capacity, most of the requirements of a thoroughly efficient

telephone system .

The latest form of multiple board, designed by the Western

Electric Company, which embodies the most recent developments

of American practice has been adopted by the Post Office, and it

is hoped that the following description will make this highly

technical subject clear to the general reader.

First, the Post Office system of automatic “ calling ” by the

removal of the telephone from its hook, and automatic “ clearing ”

by its restoration to the position of rest , have been adopted ; but

the progress of modern discovery has placed at the command of

telephone experts improved methods of which they have availed

themselves. Thus, small electric glow lamps, worked by relays ,,

have been substituted for the necessarily somewhat cumbersome

drop indicators previously used in most Exchanges. These glow

lamps can be placed in any position , vertical or horizontal, and

they take up such little space that they can be fixed in the exact

localities in which their indications are most readily observed ,

instead of having to be placed , as in the older boards , at a

considerable distance from the jacks and cords with which they are

worked. Thus there is no need for hesitation or thought on the

part of the operator, whilst trying to connect in her mind a distant

signal with the particular operation to be performed , for each lamp

indicator is in immediate proximity to the jack or plug, as the case

may be, which has to be used.

Under each subscriber's local jack at the Exchange is placed one

of these glow-lamps, which is normally dark, but which , when it

glows, acts as the subscriber's calling signal. On the key -board ,

and close to each of the connecting cords, and ' plugs , are two

similar lamps, the use of which is indicated in the following

description of the modus operandi :

On the removal of the subscriber's telephone from the hook the

calling lamp immediately under his jack at the Exchange glows,
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the

and the operator, without a moment's hesitation , inserts a dis

engaged plug into the jack . The insertion of this plug extinguishes

calling lamp," and the operator presses the speaking key

forward , thereby bringing her telephone into the line, and simply

says , 66 Number.” On receipt of the reply from the calling

subscriber the second plug of the pair is used, in the first place, to

test on the multiple the line of the subscriber wanted, and then,

if the latter be disengaged , for insertion in that subscriber's jack.

The latter movement connects the two lines and lights the lamp

nearest the operator on the keyboard . She reverses the speaking

key for a brief interval , and this has the effect of ringing the bell of

the subscriber wanted . On his removing the telephone from its

hook the front lamp is extinguished , the two subscribers are in

correspondence, and the operator is made aware, by the lamps

ceasing to glow, of the fact that her work for the time being is

complete. When the conversation is finished, and both subscribers

restore their telephones, both keyboard lamps light, and this is an

absolute signal to withdraw the connecting plugs, which action is

followed by the extinction of the keyboard lamps. If the subscriber

wanted is engaged or fails to answer , the operator may either say

to the originating subscriber, “ Busy," or “ Does not answer, " or

she may send a special buzzing signal , which is heard in the

telephone, and which indicates either of the above facts, and on

this the calling subscriber restores his telephone, the lamp on the

keyboard furthest from the operator lights, and she withdraws the

plug. It will be observed that the speaking in the course of

manipulation is reduced to a minimum. When there is nothing to

prevent an immediate connection, only one word is uttered by the

operator, and this may be increased to two when the connection

cannot be made.

One great advantage of the automatic method of signalling,

whether Post Office or Western Electric, is the fact that it maintains

the line under a constant test ; for should a fault arise on the wires

at any time, the signals give warning of the fact by indicating a call

to which no answer can be obtained . A lineman is at once

despatched to remedy the defect before a subscriber has learnt that

anything is wrong.

In the system adopted for London, also, the individual primary

batteries at each subscriber's office are replaced by central storage

batteries at the Exchange, which are used both for speaking and

signalling purposes . The process of replacing primary by secondary
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batteries at all large telegraph offices in this country has been in

progress for some years, and these batteries also have been in use

on the Department's telephone trunk lines for automatic signalling

purposes for a considerable period, but their use for speaking

purposes also is a promising innovation.

If the capacity of a multiple switch were unlimited , and the

telephoning of large cities could be effected by concentrating the

whole of the circuits in one Exchange, the problem would be easily

met by the use of a switch of the above, or of some similar type.

Unfortunately, the number of subscribers who can with advantage

be served on one switch is limited , the largest in use prior to the

inception of the Post Office, London, system , providing only for

10,000 subscribers. The Department, has, however, initiated an

extension of this capacity, and the Central Exchange will be provided

with a switch of sufficient size to accommodate 14,500 subscribers .

The actual limit is due to various causes . The range of an

operator's reach is not great, and it is absolutely useless to extend

the multiple jacks beyond her reach . There is also a limit to

reduction which can be effected in the size of jacks, so that it is

impossible to crowd more than a certain number within a given

space. There are also other objections, to which specific reference

need not be made, but the result is that to deal with a large number

of subscribers it is necessary to establish several Exchanges, and

these are connected together by junction circuits. These circuits

are virtually the equivalent, in a certain degree, of the trunk circuits

connecting the larger cities and towns, and they are now almost

universally worked by means of automatic signals, but a detailed

description of the methods in use would scarcely have sufficient

interest to justify further explanation here .

The Exchanges the Department is about to open comprise the

following : The Central Exchange at the Savings Bank, Westminster,

Kensington , Chiswick ( for Hammersmith) , Richmond, Twickenham ,

Kingston-on-Thames, Wimbledon, and Putney.

Three illustrations * of the Central Exchange will be found in this

number. The first is of the Switch Room, which is situated on the

top floor of the building. Here will be seen arranged round the

room the first portion of multiple switchboard , accommodation for

5,400 subscribers being provided. The balance of the ultimate

* We are indebted to the courtesy of the Editor of the Electrical Engineer for

the loan of these blocks.
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the su

capacity of the board ( 14,500) will be added as occasion demands.

The second illustrates the termination in the basement of the

Exchange of the cable ducts leading to Queen Victoria Street, and

rts for the cables on their way to the switch above.

This was taken before the wire cables were drawn in from this direction.

The remaining illustration is of the Battery of storage cells which

will supply electrical energy for working the Exchange as already

explained. The battery is in duplicate, and will be charged by

suitable motor generators that in turn derive their energy from the

electric lighting plant in the basement of the building.

J. GAVEY.

-
-
-
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Post Office Types

(Continued) .

HI

IX.—THE FOREIGN APPLICANT.

E is with us always, and we do what we can for him—or

her— though I greatly fear that isn't much . The

grievance against him on the part of the highly trained

official is that he will talk at express speed-adopts a

Presto Vivace instead of the Adagio Maestoso of his British fellow

sufferers. Many yarns are told of him , but they flowered long ago ,

and are full- grown chestnuts by this time . There is that sweet one

of the fluent French lady who poured out her soul to the young

Supplementary Official. Now he had scored nearly full marks for

French in his examination , but was so taken aback by the torrent of

phrases for which there had been no " provision ” in his curriculum ,

that he only feebly murmured at intervals , “ Oui, Oui, " and

“ Esker-vous ? ” This had nearly a dramatic ending, for after

a ten-minutes interview a colleague burst in upon them only to find

the French lady on her knees in tears with hands upraised to

Heaven - exclaiming, with a fine Porte-Saint -Martin pathos : “ Mon

Dieu ! Mon Dieu ! Il ne comprend rien ! ” But he had, and all

ended happily—as in the picture .

Then there was the German, so wrathful because his good house

wife could not write “ At Home on her visiting cards and send

amiable invitations through the post for d. Some country post

office had stamped the thing “ Nature of a letter, id.," and

the endorsement stirred the philosophic calm of the Teuton.

“ Mein Gott, " he thundered , “ das ist Kolossal, Pyramidal. Vat

you call Briefnatur, nature of a letter ? Ich weiss nicht ! I have

at Jena mit the Herr Professor Geheimrath von Kleinwerth

Philosophie studirt . . . but I tell you - you pull my legs when

you talk of this Briefnatur ! ” An explanation followed - concise

official - Ollendorfian . To no purpose ; the man of Jena was

obdurate : “ Vat you say ?" he grumbled on , “ At Home is

Zu Hause as we call it , and Zu Hause is de blace of de meeting,

de blace of abboindment it is dat or it is nodings at all .

Briefnatur ! Unsinn ! Auf Wiedersehen . " Tableau .

.
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Then the dear Italian peasant, from an Umbrian village among

the hills, and but lately settled in the so-called Saffron Hill district

or thereabouts. He had sent a little money to the good old mother

at Spello ; not much , yet something for a winter cloak. But the

lire and soldi had’nt got home, so there were tears in Umbria and

mixed prayers and imprecations on Saffron Hill . Enquiries

followed here, there, and everywhere , only to establish the fact

that the letter, containing the certificate for the modest little sum ,

had been addressed by the tender son of the South : “ Alla mia

carissima Madre, presso il Duomo, Spello — To my dearest Mother,

near the Cathedral Church at Spello .” The immortal Downes

refuge of all those destitute of official information, patron of the

careless, and the modern Saint Anthony of the Post Office in the

way of finding things-shortly afterwards gladdened the hearts of

mother and son with the result of one of his famous laconisms :

“ Letter herewith .” There is a compressed genius in these

Returned Letter Office endorsements which Tacitus might envy

and Hall Caine can never hope to equal . I may add that my

young Rossi , whose friendship, so started, I continue to enjoy, was

in those days as ignorant of English tastes as he was of conventional

methods of addressing letters . For he offered, in a burst of quite

undeserved gratitude, to trundle his organ all the way to Caterham

Valley and play the Boer National Hymn to my babies. They have

not heard it yet.

* * *

October 31 .Perigueux, Dordogne. It is well , perhaps, that I

should end this scrap of my ill- fitting patchwork as a Foreign

Applicant myself. For I am here , on my way to Bordeaux and the

English steamer , in the midst of warm-hearted friends ; and

yet I am conscious of being, in truth , nothing but a poor Foreign

Applicant myself. All the way from Rome have I had this borne

in upon me, though nothing could exceed the personal courtesy

shown to me both in France and Italy-most of all , perhaps , by

that gentleman at heart, the Italian peasant. Monks, journalists,

abbots, and hotel-keepers, counts , waiters, bagmen, and editors

all whom I have been privileged to meet have made me their

debtors , and I should be but a dog of lowest breed if I did not

acknowledge it. And yet, surgit amari aliquid . I am conscious

that I belong to a nation of whom the vilest things are believed by

wise and simple alike : I see that the name of Englishman carries

with it a certain stigma and condemnation : I hear my country
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everywhere accused of the most atrocious things : I find it pilloried

and pictured as the cursed torturer, executioner, and hangman of

the civilised world. I am “ asprised, ” as little Dorothy has it ; I am

surprised indeed.

*

Later . I have received a lesson. You can teach even a Civil

Servant if you only hit him hard enough, and make him learn the

language of ordinary men and women . It is a difficult job , but not

all impossible , with prayer and feeding. A lunch taught me ; but I

quite despair of passing the after -luncheon lesson on to my country

men , in or out of the Service. It was a déjeuner given me by some

good French friends for whom a few years back I had done a very

modest piece of work , the value of which their gratitude and the

gracious lens of a kindly memory had unduly exaggerated . And

they were very good, these dear fellows ; so cordial , that at the end

of lunch I was moved to make them a speech in what , hy a further

extension of courtesy , they were pleased to consider their own

language. I thanked them for their kindness to an old English

dog. “ Yet," I added, “ while I'm overwhelmed by your own

gracious condescension to an old Savage, I can't for the life of me

make out why you use such bitter pens and such vitriolic fluid when

slating in your papers his country and his countrymen . ” And they

answered, “ Dear but simple Englishman , drink up your coffee and

come along." So I came along, and the way led to the office, where

a fine fat book was trotted out, in which newspaper cuttings were

pasted . “ Now , " they shouted , “ simple and ill-informed English

man, look for yourself ! We have said and written strong and bitter

things of England and English soldiers , but we have never said

anything worse than some of your own great London newspapers

and public men .”

It is not for me to judge in this matter, or to criticise here the terrible

words — which I understand have since been explained away

publicly used by a great English Political Entity. The accusations

contained (or supposed to be contained ) in charges, which have

been pasted all over Europe, reached the heart of the French nation,

sank deep into the hearts of the French peasantry, and filled them

with bitter hatred and loathing for the English soldier and the

English Herod-ways. The explanations , such as they are (and

I judge them not) , have, up to the present, failed to reach the eyes

of France. I trust I may be forgiven for simply noting this fact :
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without imputing motives, or singing any political death-song. No

man knows better than I do that a Civil Servant has been described

as a political eunuch-doing his humble service in the inner courts

of the offices where the women are, but forbidden to fight in the

political arena, or to busy himself with the entire duty of the

political male. But even a Civil Servant has eyes and ears. I

know my Italy ; and that dear land of France which gave

us all the words of chivalry, and has not lost the noble instincts

that created those words ; and I grieve to see our England so

misunderstood. For thirty odd years or more I have spent almost

every hour of my leisure in these countries, learned to respect their

peasantry, their people, their customs , their prejudices — if you will .

And, knowing something of these people, I venture to say that

Leyds and his plated crew have not worked all the damage. The

condemnation of England has come out of the mouths of honoured

Englishmen : and there is the pain . For no one but a man who is

many parts of a fool believes that either a great English Daily or

an English gentleman has it in his mind to make his country hated

by men across the sea. The thing is unthinkable. But, as I have

said , the words uttered in high places have wrung the hearts of France

and Italy : the explanations which minimise these charges have fallen

short-sunk, I suppose, somewhere in the Channel . That this is

a most grievous pity all of us must feel who have ever experienced

the gracious courtesy of the gentlemen and kindly peasantry of Italy

and France.

X. THE APPLICANT BISHOP (COLONIAL) .

SPECIAL COLLECT FOR THE DEPARTMENT.

I am indebted to one of my readers for the following extract from

a letter of a real live Colonial Bi-hop : the “ blot,” I may mention,

was at once erased :

Surely this is a blot on your system . I blame not you,

but the Department needs a special Collect that it may be led into

the ways of sanity.

Faithfully yours,

“ P.S. - No reply needed—’ tis but a growl. ”

My correspondent adds that it would be most useful if all the

" cloth " would add a similar footnote to their growls, but he owns

that in most villages the said “ cloth ” is a terror to the postmen.
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It would not be fair, however, to the clerical applicant to withhold

the last paragraph of my good friend's interesting letter. It runs as

follows :

“ I have one notable exception in my district, a brother of Judge

Bacon : he is a splendid old fellow . On his way to A --- he has

to pass a colliery, and it is a frequent occurrence to see him driving

in his pony-carriage with an old collier begrimed with coal dust

a man to whom he has given a lift along the road . He won't allow

the postman to collect heavy parcels from his house - they must

wait to be sent by a conveyance. What a pity there are not more of

his sort about."

And so say all of us.

XI. THE OFFICE CAT.

As I sit here, “ all my alones," as the children say, writing these

last lines in the big half -lighted room amid the almost monastic

silence of a December Saturday afternoon, the Office Cat glides in ,

majestic, calm , Treasury - fed . He settles down before the dying fire

on the office rug ( Treasury pattern of Ref. Rugs for Supplementary

Establishment Twenty- four inches by twenty-three . Min.

E. 996804/01 . Flat). He looks at me, as who should say :

“ Door, my friend. " So I shut it . These Treasury minions

must be obeyed ; and the Puss is , as I have said , Treasury -fed

(Min. E. 428001/76 . Feline Viands Appropriation Fund -with

cross references to State Suppression of Mice. Confidential Papers) .

I go on writing, but the Cat is not pleased-moves over towards

me-rubs against my legs, goes back to fire, washes , purrs , and then

fixes me. Now, only men of coarser grain are ignorant of the

power of a cat's eye ; and so I , after stumbling over one or two

commonplace adjectives and almost splitting an infinitive, succumb.

* * * * *

I cannot have slept , for no one ever sleeps in this stern room of

ours—this centre of so much activity. The place is not made for

sleep. The huge bundles of papers which crowd the central table

the office coats worn at the elbows with the labour of filling the said

bundles with blue-black wisdom—the expiring almanac, with its

prosaic picture of the most poetic city of the North—the oil-cloth

Lady Teazle screen, which would have cooled even a Joseph

Surface — the washhand-stand, dating from old Crimean days, which

the Office of Works recently repaired in the record time of three

weeks, six days, and nineteen hours—all these things are clear before
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me, angular, solid , official, wakeful. And yet, we know, as the

Master has it :

“ I would go without shirts or shoes ,

Friends, tobacco, or bread,

Sooner than for an instant lose

Either side of my head.”

Surely one of these two separate sides of my head which Allah in

His great goodness gave me, is busy elsewhere this afternoon .

I am with one side of that head in my own workroom at home, and

little Dorothy is listening open-mouthed to those latest violet

patches of fairy wisdom which Andrew Lang has just given us.

Charming creature, Andrew Lang, when he isn't getting at you.

The very Pope of fairyland, and what a wise College of fairy

Cardinals and Bishops he must have round him in that learned

Consistory of translators he introduces and blesses in his Preface !

“ What were we reading, Dorothy ? Was it ‘ The Nine Peahens and

the Golden Apples , ' or was it , possibly, that shocking short story we

all roared over so much, “ The Finest Liar in the World ? ' Which

was it , little woman ? ” But I forget, the Cat

* *

“ Then , " said the Cat, “ what the dickens are you doing here ?

Showing thingumy ? ”

“ Showing what ? ” I answered.

“ Zeal, you fellows call it , when you're humbugging each other.

But perhaps you're making money , ' doing dough ,' as they used to

say in Fleet Street ? "

“ No , " I answered , “ I'm not . There's no money in this job.”

The cat stared , washed the back of its head reflectively : “ Grrr, "

it growled , “ you make me tired. You have kittens at home? ”

I pleaded guilty : I had three.

“ Healthy appetites, I presume : fur wants renewing pretty often ? "

asked Pussy, with his eye on the hole in the floor near my musical

colleague's waste -paper basket .

It was so, I owned. It was so, indeed .

" muttered my four - footed brother officer, “ underpaid,

like the rest of us , I suppose ? ”

“ So they say, " I pleaded apologetically, “ but I never say so

myself.”

“ Bosh ,” broke in the cat, “ tell that to the C.E.B. Ah ! ” he

struck in quickly, raising a paw in warning and waving his tail

ominously as I held up my hand in deprecation : " Ah ! Perhaps

I oughtn’t to have put it in that way. Forgive me. There are some

66 Prr .
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things one mustn't mention under pain of being accused of blazing

indiscretion ,' as my F. and C.B. colleague has it. There are good

mice in the F. and C.B.," he went on reflectively, " fattest place in

the service . But what in the name of our Arch Enemy Bobs are

you doing in this show at this hour ? You're not playing, you're

not catching any mice . What are you doing here . Quefaites vous, "

he went on, sliding into supplementary French, “ dans cette galère ?

I myself am on duty ; but you're not , you dog : my hours begin

when yours break off. I've just signed on (and I'm in waiting, too ,

this week-end) ; but you, what in the name of cat common sense are

you doing here ? ”

“ I'm writing ," I retorted doggedly, " a page or two for

St. Martin's . "

The cat swore roundly. “ Split my infinitives !
he blazed out,

“ but you do make me tired . Here are you, presumably a sane

animal , with three hungry kittens and a missus at home ; and

instead of earning food for them , and a decent hat for yourself

(you've the worst hat, my friend , I've seen in the Post Office since

I'd the honour of purring before the late P.M.G.) . . . well, instead

of doing some sane form of practical service you write this stuff

which , believe me, no one now wants to read. Forgive me, ” added

Pussy, moving from the fire, and rubbing the leg of the now

dejected Savage , “ forgive me, dear boy, but you know the Latin

proverb they teach in those low -lying water-logged Universities of

yours no decent cat can encourage (certainly not in a public

speech ) ..." Here the Treasury-fed one strolled back to the fire

and sat chortling, or whatever cats do when men chortle : then,

winking, went on : “ You know, dear boy, Non bis in idem . You

know that. Translate it for you , if you like, but they tell me on the

first floor you've some petty scrap knowledge of monkish Latin ?

Well now, what have you done ? It isn't bis only you've gone : it's

ter, and more than ter . Too often , vieux coq, as my musical friend

in the corner says : too often ; you'll end by boring people .

That's bad . Or you might wound the kind hearts of dear fellows

who've been deuced good to you . That's worse. Drop it , I say ,

mark it off. Believe me, I kilow the ropes : my pals the cats in

other branches often talk you over, and ... have you got a drop

of that milk left from your tea , by the way ? ”

* * *

I filled the saucer with the Club's best produce, and there was a

lapping silence for a while . Then the Office Cat rose to go, and,
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as I opened the door for him , paused for this parting speech :

“ Ta-ta, dear boy, don't cut up rough about it. One has to do

this sort of thing sometimes, you know. They have to now and

then down there, you see, ” he added , whisking his tail towards the

Private Secretaries' rooms, " and they do it uncommon well . Why,

their cat can snip a mouse out of a brother officer's mouth with such

graceful courtesy that the loser only purrs a " Thank you, Grimalkin .'

A fine art, dear boy, a fine art ! Well , I'm off — and you go, too.

Take a cat's advice, as they did in Upper Egypt long before these

telephone days. Use up your odd minutes in making pennies or

pottage (or whatever you call it) for your kittens at home-you've

many kittens, and, from what I hear, none too much pottage. And

buy yourself a new hat . You're not either Peer or Poet. For

myself,” added Puss with a shrug, “ I'm getting a transfer to the

Treasury. The rations are higher, the mice fatter, and I miss iny

young friend Higgs, one of the keenest-witted of two-legged animals

I ever had the pleasure of purring to. Then , to tell the truth , this

Post Office is getting on my nerves . These darned newspapers are

all focussing on us ; and though I despise (or affect to despise ) their

drivel, heaven only knows what they'll want to abolish next . Why,

they might even suppress the Office Cat ! Fancy me without my

initiative. By Jove, there's a plump mouse ! ”

And Pussy was off like a shot down the corridor towards the

double glass doors that guard the P.M.G.

J. Scott STOKES.

( La Suite au prochain Numéro.)

.
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With the China Expeditionary Force.

-

HE Indian Post Office, which has taken the field with a

militant force oftener than any other postal service,

is now able, after having served with the China

Expeditionary Force, to make the additional inscription

China , " under the names Egypt, Miranzi, Kurrum, Hazara ,

Waziristan, Suakim, Tochi , Chitral , Malakand, Tirah, etc. , which

are already blazoned on its colours.

Towards the close of the last century the trouble in the Celestial

Empire, which was caused by the perpetration of those heinous

atrocities on missionaries and other foreigners which so horrified

the entire civilised world, resulted in a call upon the department to

accompany the Indian contingent of the avenging International Army

to China. When the fact became generally known that a Field Post

Office was to be included in the composition of the force, volunteers

for field service came forward in great numbers, and applications

from all parts of India poured in on the Postmaster -General of

the Punjab, in whose hands the organisation of the staff and all

preparatory arrangements were placed . Veterans of former

campaigns and untried men, Europeans and Indians, representa

tives of the different branches of the service all intimated their

eagerness to don the khaki and serve in the field . The selection

of the most suitable men from such a mass of volunteers was no

easy task, but preference was given, of course, to experienced

officials, and the first batch to leave India was noticeable for the

many be-ribboned tunics it boasted .

In the matter of mobilisation India is second to none ; steamers

which were, and which were not, in Indian ports at the time were

immediately chartered, and all necessary alterations effected as

quickly as possible to transform them for military purposes .

Simultaneously special trains, filled with khaki-clad forms, rattled

over the country and flashed past stations, taking precedence over

all other traffic, and bringing, perhaps, to the humble ryot,

wondering as he turns up the dry, hard earth in his primitive way,

far from the madding crowd , some vague idea of things happening

in the great outer world beyond his hamlet and modest fields.
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Then the first and second brigades of the China Expeditionary

Force left for the Far East.

After their departure, those who had been warned for service but

were left behind experienced all the torments of suspense, and their

hopes rose and fell as their chances seemed near or remote according

to the conflicting statements which appeared at that time in the

eagerly scanned daily papers. Train -loads of troops, however,

shortly after again began moving Calcutta -wards from various

directions, and the third brigade followed their more fortunate

colleagues at no late date , thus maintaining, as it were, a procession

of transports between Calcutta and Hong Kong. When the fourth

brigade embarked subsequently, the Indian Post Office had put 163

officials of all ranks in the field .

The “life on the ocean wave ” which followed the departure of

the pilot outside the mouth of the Hooghly was declared by many

to possess drawbacks of which no mention had been made in the

song, and they averred there were many pleasanter places on terra

firma than a home on the rolling deep in the Bay of Bengal. These

presently developed putty faces with symptoms of melancholy, and

showed a strong desire to be left alone. Their seats at table knew

them not, nor did they grace the decks with their presence. Their

troubles, however, were short-lived , and one by one the vacant seats

began to fill with men who appeared to be in a state of convalescence

and possessed of dainty appetites . But lassitude and fastidious

ness were dispelled like mists before the rising sun by the tonic

effects of the sea breezes , and the steward soon became aware of

the change which was quite patent in the saloon .

Later on , the study of the habits of flying fish lost its interest, and

the watching of phosphorescent stars over the sides at night

ceased to attract ; the monotony of moving day after day in the

centre of a circle of restless waters became irksome, and a general

sigh of relief went up when picturesque Hong Kong was reached .

Victoria (which is Hong Kong) commences in one long street

the only level one in the colony-running along by the sea, and then

spreads itself over the well wooded hill in fine buildings, dwindling

up the heights, which look extremely pretty peeping out from the

surrounding greenery. The presence of several men -o'-war and

transports, in addition to the ordinary merchant craft of the harbour,

gives the appearance of unusual activity to a usually busy scene .

Sampans and steam launches move and dart about , conveying staff

officers and others on duty bound, and the larger vessels slowly
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steam out of the harbour, slipping in and out among the transport

fleet in their course. At night the contemplation of the twinkling

sampan lights low down on the water, moving softly about like fire

flies, the steady gleam of electricity higher up, locating the

shipping and starring the island with a galaxy along the water front,

and solitary lights on the hill slopes, rendered the indulgence in

dolcefar niente on deck a most enjoyable pastime. The murmurous

lapping of the sea against the ship's side , the cool night breeze, the

quiet of the harbour, the distant hum of life from the shore with

the faint rattle of the rickshaws on Queen's Road occasionally

distinguishable—all combined to soothe the spirits and induce a

feeling of calm and peace towards all men, which only such

conditions, after a good dinner and a better post prandial cigar, can

produce. Bang ! the fort up the hill announces half -past nine ;

on every side bugles call the first post in tones softened in carrying

across the water ; the ships' bells clang thrice in various voices

sonorous, sharp, and shrill . Thus, with a start, we are brought back

from our reveries to the realities of life .

* * *

At Hong Kong we have our first base office . Its establishment

there was objected to at the outset by the Postmaster-General of

that Colony for financial reasons, I believe; it being considered that

the revenue which the department would earn should rightly go to

the British Post Office at the island . We were, therefore, obliged

to move on to Wei -hai-Wei ; but as that was a most unsuitable place

for a base office, the Postmaster -General's objections were ultimately

overcome and the office returned to Hong Kong, where it settled

down to steady work . For some time, when transports were arriving

and departing with the frequency of falling leaves in autumn , mails

used to be sent by these vessels , and often has the base office had to

work at unusual hours and at high pressure. Intimation would be

received , perhaps late in the evening, from the military authorities of

the departure of a transport at some inconvenient time at night.

The preparation of bags had, therefore, to be immediately

commenced, and the work done as expeditiously as possible, so

as to enable the mail to be delivered on board before the hour

fixed for the vessel's departure. This was a matter of considerable

difficulty on dark nights, as neither the name nor number being dis

tinguishable, it was impossible to single out a particular transport

from among the crowded shipping. Thus it would often happen

that, say, Nos. 30, 6, and 52 , or 13 , 42 , 35 , and 9 , would be visited
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before No. 18, the transport in quest, would be reached . In the

same way transports coming in from the north and south had to be

met for mails.

The work of the base office is both heavy and important, as there

all the sorting is done ; and the whereabouts of all officers, every

regiment, corps, unit and detail, and of all warrant and non-com

missioned officers on detached duty in the field have therefore to

be known at the finger tips. In this respect the base is kept well

posted up by the submission of daily field reports from each field

OSOFIE
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SCENE IN CAMP AFTER LANDING OF TROOPS AT SHANGHAI .

post office, showing the locations of the several camps, and giving

full particulars of all movements, etc. In this manner the post

office is prevented from missending letters.

Similar conditions in regard to the receipt and despatch of mails

prevailed at Shanghai, Wei-hai-Wei , Taku, and Shan-hai-Kwan, but

as soon as possible arrangements were made with the British Post

Office at Hong Kong, and with the Chinese Imperial Post Office at

Shanghai and elsewhere in the north , by which mails for the force

were conveyed through their agency. The irregular transport service

could not obviously be maintained, and though under it receipts and

despatches were, perhaps, more frequent, the new service had the
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great advantage of being a fixed one . This arrangement continues ,

and at the present time outgoing and incoming mails are com

paratively ) transited with the regularity of clock - work , The

relations between the Field Post Office and the British Post Office

and Chinese Imperial Post Office, which have been somewhat close,

have always been creditably harmonious, and it is pleasant to think

of the willingness with which they helped us even in small matters .

Quid pro quo- ly (to coin an expression) , we have done a few things

for them.

The equipment of a field post office consists of two khaki tents ,

each, with all its belongings, weighing 120 lb. ; two mule trunks,

or panniers, weighing together, when fully packed , 160 lb.; one

camp table, two camp chairs, one lantern, with oil can, packed in a

leather case, one post office flag (red and white) , with staff, and

one mashak, or water bag. The mule trunks contain such other

articles of furniture as the letter box, a field service time-piece,

postage stamp box, etc. , the stamps and seals of the office, all

necessary books and forms, mail bags, stationery, and certain other

miscellaneous articles indispensable to a post office. When it is

added that the postmaster, two clerks, and four menials, together

with their kits, have also to be accommodated in the tents , it will be

seen that postal work on field service is performed under anything but

comfortable conditions. The tents are small ones with sloping

roofs, and the two side walls about two feet high only, so that the

only place within them where one can stand upright is immediately

beneath the ridge pole. On this campaign , however, the incon

venience of working under canvas has not in some instances been

experienced at all, as where possible accommodation of some other

description, more or less comfortable, has been provided . In this

manner field post offices have occupied quarters in deserted Chinese

villages, lived in clean foreign buildings, riddled perhaps with shell ,

had rooms in Chinese forts and British barracks, shivered in mat

huts , and have even graced the Temple of Heaven. As varied as

their habitations have the locations of the field post offices been.

Shifting necessarily from time to time with the movements of the

troops and according to the needs of the service , they have hoisted

their flags in Pekin , Tientsin , Shanghai , Stonecutters' Island , Wei

hai-Wei, Tongshau, Matao, Ching -Wang- Tao, Yangstun , Tongku,

Sinho, Hanku, Shan-hai-Kwan, etc. , etc.

Fortunately, or unfortunately, nothing thrilling has been experienced

by the postal officials in China ; but what might be considered as the
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nearest approach to a thrill occurred at Shan-hai -Kwan. We had

arrived there by sea late in the evening, and hastily pitched our

tents in the Beach Camp for the night . Next morning we set

about making ourselves as comfortable as possible, and of course

the kitchen arrangements, as the most important, were our first

consideration . To me fell the task of construction. I say “ con

struction ,” not because there was anything like an elaborate kitchen

range to be provided, but because, on account of the nature of the

beach , which was very sandy, it was necessary to dig down to the

INDIAN CLERK AND STAMPERINTERIOR OF FIELD POST OFFICE, No. 5 .

AT WORK .

depth of about two feet, bank the walls of the excavation thus made,

and build some sort of a roof from the materials at hand, to prevent

the sand , which was being continually blown about, from entering

into the composition of our camp fare, and finally coming under

our teeth . Having selected a suitable spot close to our tent, I

obtained the services of some Indian menials and the necessary

implements, and operations were commenced. Shortly, the pick

struck something hard, and a few pieces of what looked like

chips of coal were brought to me. Having suspicions, I immediately

gave orders to stop work, and took the specimens to some more

experienced person than myself. Pebble gunpowder the verdict was,

and there were five large kegs of it under the floor of our proposed

kitchen ! Contact mines, or mines of any description, are not quite

the most suitable foundations for kitchens . I reported the matter to



WITH THE CHINA EXPEDITIONARY FORCE. 37

the proper authority and promptly removed to the other side of the

camp.

There was not much difficulty in the conveyance of mails up to

autumn , but when the Peiho was frozen and Taku ice-bound,

considerable trouble was felt in maintaining the winter service ,

due chiefly to the vagaries of the railway, which was then in the

hands of the Russians. Ching-Wang-Tao, about 15 miles from

Shan -hai-Kwan, where the great wall of China ends on the Gulf

of Pechili , was chosen as the point where sea-borne mails were to

be landed , being considered most suitable for that purpose on

account of its comparative freedom from ice and the formation of

the coast there, which admits of the near approach of vessels.

The railway station at Ching -Wang - Tao is called Tongho, and is
about five miles from the sea . Between it and the coast there are

several Chinese villages and hamlets dotted about, but not a single

foreign building. The British , Germans , French , and Russians

occupied some of these villages and established small outposts on

the beach. For postal purposes the Chinese Imperial Post Office

opened an agency of two men on the beach , and an officer of the

Indian Post Office was also quartered there. Twice a week a steamer

used to arrive from Chefoo with mails for the force and the Chinese

Imperial Post Office . These were landed by the Chinese Imperial

Post Office men and made over to the F.P.O. officer at the

beach , who remained in charge of them with a guard of sepoys till

they were delivered to the field post office in the British camp, three

miles away, or despatched at the railway station in the custody of

a British officer and a guard . The trip from the beach to the field

post office and the railway station was a nasty one, the track leading

over a mile and a half of sand , along dunes , and then for the

remaining three and a half miles over rutty fields, and across creeks

with perhaps a few inches of water and broken ice, and exposed to

a piercing breeze. It was worse at night , in the bitter cold and

darkness, when from unexpected points a Frenchman's Qui va la ?

or German's Hält ! with something else, or the Indian sepoy's

Halt ! hu gus thur ? compelled one to keep his ears open . The

Russian , I believe, shoots first and then challenges .

By rail the mails were sent from Ching -Wang -Tao to the second

base office at Tientsin , being transhipped en route over a frozen river

at a place called Hanku, where the bridge had been destroyed by

the Boxers, and removed again to another train at Tonku, the

junction and terminal station situated a short distance from Taku.
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Irregular timings, connections missed, bad and insufficient accommo

dation , and numerous other drawbacks which make railway travelling

disagreeable, were the order of the day. Suddenly, and without

notice , the running of the trains was altered . The change would

not have mattered much ifthe new time-table had been adhered to, but

this the Russians apparently did not intend to do. The train which

was timed to arrive in the evening would come in at any hour after

that notified, and up to eight or nine o'clock next morning. In

fact, after the change they worked the Shan-hai-Kwan section of

the railway in a go-as -you-please manner, which being entirely at

their pleasure , pleased no one else and least of all the Field Post

Office. Having always a heavy mail to despatch from Ching-Wang

Tao (sometimes as many as 200 tags) , the responsibility for their

safety while at the railway station and during transit was consider

able. Trains and platforms were usually crowded with Cossacks,

Zouaves, Germans, and Japs, presenting an interesting picture in

their various uniforms. But in such a motley crowd it behoved one

to be careful . Then those long waits at the station ! Imagine ten

heaped-up mail carts-- Chinese carts drawn by ponies and mules

tandem fashion and driven by Chinamen-ranged alongside a small

railway station on a dark winter's night. One or two gloomy oil

lamps burn fitfully on the walls , giving just sufficient light to

distinguish the uniforms of the fighting men of the different Powers,

who appear to be loitering about in an irresponsible way. In the

dark beyond , four Indian soldiers are guarding the ten mail carts,

and on the platform the Field Post Office official is tramping up

and down amid the smell of dirty clothing and unwashed persons.

The train is due at ten o'clock, but that hour comes and goes

without a train . Eleven o'clock arrives and the restless soldiers

begin to leave . At 12 o'clock the platform is deserted but for that

solitary figure. The small hours of the morning pass-still no train.

The lonely postal official continues to pace the platform (there is no

waiting room, and it's too cold to sit in any exposed place long) , or

visits the mails from time to time to see that everything is all right .

All the others may go, but he cannot leave, for the “ exiles are

waiting for letters from home,” and “ the Service admits not a ' but'

or an “ if.' ” In this way several more hours are passed , till at last,

in the grey light of the early morning, the train arrives, and then

about ten minutes only are allowed in which to put over a hundred

heavy mail bags and parcel boxes on board . If the stolid Russian

guard of the train refuses to understand your vehement expostulations,
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expressed in choice English and with many frantic gestures, while

the train is moving out leaving half your mail behind—why, what

does not go is left, sometimes with a portion of the guard ; and

there is no redress or more consideration shown you next time.

Thus they worried us ; and for their iniquities may they go letter-less

when they most desire news from home. With this awful curse we

will leave the northern bears.

Such an unique occasion as the combining of all the Powers in

one commcn cause affords matter for narrative which cannot but

interest everyone in some way or another. The dress, manners,

discipline, and arms of the various national contingents, tales of

looting, descriptions of engagements, strange experiences under the

peculiar circumstances of the campaign , etc., are all full of the

greatest interest ; and anyone being in a position to note and collect

such particulars could give us a book concerning the Allies in China

which would be much more readable than any of the publications

on the subject hitherto issued .

Picturesque groups and military scenes could be beheld at any

time. A visit to Tientsin brought a strange sense of something

familiar in the sights that met the eye in the streets. The

numerous flags - ah ! that word refreshes his memory, and he

recollects Ouida's Under Two Flags and her description of

military scenes when she makes her hero take service under

the French flag in Africa . In the streets of Tientsin all is

life, colour , and movement. Here a group of Germans off duty

saunter down the road in their loose silver grey blouses ; there a

tiny Jap, neatly dressed in his dark uniform , halts for a scarcely

perceptible moment in his walk to bring the peak of his half

German half French cap down to his raised hand in salutation ;

further on , an American sentry, looking picturesque in a sombrero,

leans his long , wiry figure, clad in closely fitting uniform , against a

doorway, and gazes nonchalantly on the passers-by from under his

hat. Presently a Russian Cossack, dressed in some blanket-like

material and dirty top -boots, gallops past on a dirtier, shaggy pony,

and is followed by the dignified Sikh , turbaned , broad -shouldered

and deep-chested. Round the corner a party of French soldiers in

characteristic imperials and bristling mustaches are drinking absinthe

or cognac in a wayside saloon ; and lower down in the crowd of

purchasers before a store, the white helmet of an Italian , with its

plume of cock's feathers, attracts the attention. Each is very polite
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to the other, and saluting is carried on to the extent of being

ludicrous .

*

The court is still ay, and in spite of several announcements of

the date of its return, there are many who think that the Dowager

Empress is playing the game of Patience, and will eventually tire

out her opponents. However this may be, there are still left in

China some troops who appear to be making arrangements for

sitting tight, and these will no doubt see the whole thing through.

And if those are right who say that China has not been taught a

lesson, and will cause trouble again within the present decade, why

then we will return again , even though we have said already, Chin ,

chin ! And the Indian Post Office will be there.

ASHLEY C. VERNIEUX.

Jessfield Camp, Shanghai .
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Landing Cable from H.M. Cable Ship “ Monarch , ” at Isle of Raasay.
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Recollections of some Irish

Sub -Offices.

KOON after my appointment to the Londonderry Office in

1867 the Sub-Postmastership of N- ( a non-money

order office) was declared vacant, and I was instructed

to remove the office and make temporary provision for

the duties. The sub-postmaster had been giving trouble for a

considerable time and had been more than once cautioned. He

was one of those men who fight every case that arises, but this I did

not know at the time. I wrote to him intimating the decision, and in

the afternoon of the day on which he received the communication I

visited the office. From the fact that I could not give an assurance

of the appointment—at that time the local M.P.'s had the nomination

and “ no promise of an appointment was to be given ” -I had

considerable difficulty in finding a suitable person who would

consent to act temporarily. This difficulty having been overcome,

however, I proceeded to the office, but was met by a direct refusal

on the part of the sub -postmaster to relinquish his appointment or

allow the office to be removed . He said he did not consider the

decision a proper one, did not in fact believe the Postmaster-General

knew anything of it, but whether he did or did not know he would

retain the office. After showing the official communication I had

received I pointed out the impropriety and futility of the course he

was following, but all to no purpose. I then said I must carry out

my instructions and proceeded to take possession of some official

books that were within reach, but he forcibly prevented me. As a

rather stalwart assistant was standing by I did not deem it prudent

to proceed further just then , but drove to the house of a resident

magistrate who lived a short distance from the village and asked him

for the assistance and protection , or at least the presence, of the police

in carrying out the Postmaster-General's decision . After hearing the

particulars he expressed a fear that unless I swore an “ information "

he could not direct the police to go inside the premises . He

mentioned other not improbable difficulties, and as I clearly saw that

effective assistance was not to be expected from him I came away

determined to report and await further instructions. I should
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mention that the office was served by a rural postman and there was

no sealed bag. When my report reached headquarters it was found

there had been no previous similar case and there was therefore no

precedent as to the course to be followed, but in a few days I was

directed to formally demand again , in the presence of a competent

witness , all property belonging to the Postmaster -General, including

the credit stock of stamps, and to require the removal of the sign

and closing of the letter box. Having provided a witness and

procured a set of sub -office stores I proceeded to the office, but found

The sub- postmaster had not in any way changed his attitude ; he

positively refused to give up anything, to take down the sign or close

the letter box. I then opened an office in another house, and

instructed the postman not to call at the late sub-postmaster's unless

to deliver letters for himself or his family, and I again reported . The

papers went to the Solicitor (Dublin) , and eventually to London,

where it was found that not only had no similar case ever arisen but

that there was no clause in the Post Office Act to meet such a case !

(The Act has, I believe, since been amended.) All that could be

done was to institute proceedings against the sub-postmaster for the

value of the credit stock of stamps ; but it was not till many months

afterwards that I was instructed to take this course. I did so by

issuing a process to the County Court, and the case was to be heard

at Letterkenny, some twenty miles distant. On the evening,

however, of the day before it was expected to come on the defendant

called on me to say it would not be possible for him to attend, but

that this did not matter as he had determined not to proceed with

the defence and had so informed his solicitor. He added that he

was very sorry for the trouble he had given . On my suggesting that

he should furnish me with a letter to his solicitor he said this was not

necessary as he had fully instructed him to settle the case. He

concluded by assuring me that I need not do anything further .

Notwithstanding this latter statement, which was positively made, I

went to Letterkenny the next morning and was not greatly surprised

to meet the defendant there. I was about to pass him, but on second

thoughts determined to charge him with his deceitful conduct. I

did so, adding that I would see that the solicitor for the department

mentioned it in court . The threat had a good effect and caused

him to offer to pay at once the amount sued for with costs. This

offer I declined , however, unless on the condition that he gave an

undertaking to remove the sign and close the letter box. After some

hesitation he consented to do so and the undertaking was carried out
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the same evening in my presence . The village was, therefore,

deprived of the unique distinction of having apparently two post

offices, which it had enjoyed for almost twelve months !

The fact that the Post Office is a Government department,

administered by the Government, has unfortunately the effect of

putting a not inconsiderable number of sub-postmasters in Ireland

out of sympathy with it—so far, at least, as the carrying out of its

rules are concerned, and there is , therefore, considerable difficulty in

having the rules observed. In many cases , indeed , a report of even

a serious irregularity or grave misconduct will not be made. There

is a fear that by making such a report a sub-postmaster would leave

himself open to be regarded as an informer, as by a large section of

the people he certainly would be , and this fear effectually prevents

him. I shall mention a case in point, and it is typical of many. I

had reason to believe that after being despatched a rural postman

was in the habit of calling at a newsagent's in the village for the

purpose of taking up unstamped newspapers and delivering them on

his rounds. Under ordinary circumstances I would have dealt with

the case through the sub-postmaster, but I knew this plan would not

be effective, and as the survey of the office was almost due I let the

matter remain over till I could make the usual visit . On reaching

the place, but before arriving at the office, I made some enquiry

which quite confirmed my suspicion and left no doubt that unstamped

newspapers were being delivered by the postman ; and before

concluding the survey I charged him with the serious breach of the

rules of which he had been guilty. He made some denial at first,

but eventually admitted the correctness of the charge. The

admission came with some reluctance, as he seemed to fear that

serious consequences would follow his misconduct. Actuated

evidently by this feeling he turned to the wife of the sub-postmaster,

who was the sole assistant, and by whom , indeed , the duties of the

office were almost entirely performed, and in a reproachful tone said

to her—

“ You have got me into this trouble . ”

6 How ? ” said she.

Why, you must have reported me to the Postmaster . "

“ I report you ? ” said she, Why, I would scorn to do such a

thing ! ”

In other cases in which this fear does not exist there is a similar

indisposition to report arising from a charitable desire not to injure

a subordinate by doing what would probably have the effect of
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depriving him of his employment. Especially is this so when the

misconduct happens to be over-indulgence in drink . If a postman

be honest and obliging, and if when sober he does his duty fairly

well , it is useless , as regards many sub-postmasters , to expect that he

will be reported should he get drunk. I shall mention one case

illustrative of this . A rural postman, who should have served a small

sub -office at the end of his walk, got drunk on several occasions

before proceeding its length and was unable to reach it. He managed

to return to his house and become somewhat sober by the time he

was due back at the starting point, and he caused some member of

his family to forge on his letter bill the entries proper to the office

at which he should have called , including also the signature of the

sub-postmaster there, and he thus managed for some time to escape.

Eventually, however, the irregularity became known, and the sub

postmaster of the terminal office was seriously cautioned for his

neglect to report the postman's failure to call . When I spoke to him

of the matter afterwards all he had to say was, “ That he could not be

after dismissin' the man, for sure it was only a dhrap iv drink ! "

Another sub-postmaster , of whom a gentleman inquired about a

rural postman who had just been dismissed for intoxication , replied,

Agh ! Shure he ran into misfortune by dhrink !”

The sub - office at S- - became vacant in consequence of the

death of the sub-postmaster. There were several applicants for the

appointment, one of whom was the late sub-postmaster's son , who

had succeeded to the tenancy of the house and who was, in my

opinion, the most desirable candidate. Before sending in the usual

report and making a recommendation, I took the precaution of

making enquiry of the police regarding all the candidates and the

sub-postmaster's son in particular, as I was anxious that he should

get the appointment . I was assured he was of good character and

of sober habits and that he enjoyed the confidence of the inhabitants.

Proceeding, however , to call on the candidates , I got some information

that did not quite tally with that given by the police and which

caused me to alter the favourable opinion I had formed . On my

return I again saw the police sergeant and asked him if he was still

of opinion that Mr. was a suitable person to appoint to the

vacant office . He replied that he was. “ But, ” said I , " is it not the

case that he has been twice convicted of poteen making ? ”

yes," he answered , “ but he is a quiet, decent man, and I didn't think

that would do him any harm for a postmaster ! ”

The village of C in which there is a sub -office, is served
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>>

>



RECOLLECTIONS OF SOME IRISH SUB-CFFICES . 45

by a rural postman from Londonderry. In connection with the

Jubilee extension I found it necessary slightly to alter the postman's

route , causing him to make a detour of a few perches just before

reaching the sub -office. To this the sub- postmaster objected and

claimed , indeed demanded, that the postman should come direct to

his office. Reason and argument were alike useless to convince

him of the improper and insubordinate position he had taken up .

He urged that he was the postmaster of C-, appointed by

Mr.-- ( a prominent Irish M.P.) in Mr. Parnell's time , and insisted

that he should have entire control of all the postal arrangements of

the village. He was quite willing, he said , to obey instructions

regarding everything else connected with the Service, but postmaster

ofC--he was and postmaster there he would be ! He wrote

to his parliamentary friend, but what reply he received I do not

know. Needless to say , however, the arrangement regarding the

delivery was not altered.

One more " recollection ," although not of a sub -office. Early in

the fifties a gentleman named Ramsay, I believe , who was

entrusted with duties similar to those now performed by the members

of the Confidential Enquiry Branch , visited Belfast. I do not know

with what object exactly he came, but he was anxious that his visit

should not be known to the staff. He was not successful, and

believing probably that information regarding his visit had leaked

out and caused his failure, he held a formal enquiry, in the hope, it

was supposed , of eliciting something that would account for his want

of success . He interrogated a number of officers, but all denied

any knowledge of his coming. At last, the replies of a letter carrier,

a plain blunt man , who answered with considerable trepidation , did

not satisfy him and he pressed him hard . All the man would

eventually say was that “ he could not tell if he had heard anything

about him .”

“ What do you mean , Sir, by saying you can't tell ? It is evident

you heard something of my visit and you shall have to say what it

was.”

“ Sir, I would rather not.”

" But you must.”

“ Well, Sir ," with hesitation , “ I heard that the hangman was

coming ! "

R. S. SMYTH .

27
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The New Zealand Post Office."

LTHOUGH the New Zealand Post Office, more partic

ularly since the introduction of universal penny postage,

now looms large in the eyes of the postal administrations

of the world , time was when the Department was a very

humble one indeed.

A diligent historian has unearthed the fact that there was a post

master in New Zealand just 70 years ago, when Mr. Powditch, a

personal friend of the Postmaster-General of New South Wales, was

commissioned to receive and make up mails on his behalf at the Bay

of Islands. A few years later Mr. Mair seems to have kept a sort

of unauthorised post office at Kororareka until 1840, when Captain

Hobson assumed office as Lieutenant-Governor, and set up a

Government post office. In these good, old days the colonists had

no need to be in a hurry, and it was only the establishing of colonies

by the New Zealand Company which created sufficient trade to

warrant the occasional visit of a ship . Mails, we are told, were

frequently sent by whaling ships, which would proceed leisurely on

their voyage, pursuing their calling as opportunity offered on the way.

It was a rare occurrence for a letter to England to be delivered

within two years , and the opportunities for replying were very in

frequent.

Although the year 1840 saw the birth of Rowland Hill's penny

post in England, it will not be surprising to learn that in a memorial

for a post office, signed by persons who described themselves as

nearly all the "respectable " residents of Hokianga, it was modestly

suggested that the rates of postage between the Bay of Islands and

their settlement should be fixed at 1 /- for a half -ounce, and 6d . to

Waimate. These rates were decided upon in July, 1840, but

survived for a short time only, as in August the native chiefs declined

to carry the mails to Waimate under four dollars, to meet which

contingency the postage was raised to 1 /- all round. The Governor,

with the ardour of a modern postal reformer, ordered that natives

must be hired at a cheaper rate, or European labour employed-a

striking commentary on the relative value of Native and European

* Reprinted from the New Zealand Mail, Christmas Number, 1901 .
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labour—but it was of no avail , and, as stated, the inland postage was

fixed at 1 /- all round.

WELLINGTON Sixty YEARS AGO.

The rate then existing to the other ports of the Colony by ship

mail was at first 4d . , but was shortly afterwards doubled for letters

to Port Nicholson, which enterprising settlement had sprung into

existence, and in its first year had raised a postal revenue of the sum

of £52 75. id .

* 6 *** WELLASTON 2

GENERAL Post OFFICE, WELLINGTON .

From the first the people of Wellington seemed to be ambitious

to establish a system of postal communication. As early as May,

1840, the New Zealand Gazette advocated the establishment

of a post route between Wellington and the Bay of Islands . “ A

post route, " it says, “ up the valley of the Hutt and across the

country to the Bay of Islands is much to be desired, and, we believe,

could be discovered at a small outlay. It
may be found by a white

man, but to be turned to account as a means of periodical communi .

cation , must be traversed by the Natives. Till lately there was an

insuperable difficulty in the way of getting Natives to go up the

valley. The tribe of this place was, and had long been , in

open hostility with a tribe up the valley called the Natti-kauni

(Ngatikahungunu), and ever since our arrival here members of
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each tribe have been killed by those of their enemies. Happily,

last week , reconciliation took place, and some of the Natti

kauni tribe might be seen about our beach in fellowship

with the resident tribe. Were a small subscription raised , we doubt

not an intelligent European would be found to volunteer the attempt.

This reward should bear relation to his success . When success has

been the reward of the attempt, arrangements might be made for

sending a mail periodically overland to the Bay of Islands.”

EARLIEST LOCAL ARRANGEMENTS.

The local arrangements will be of peculiar interest to the residents

of Wellington . “ We understand,” says the New Zealand Gazette

of 11th July, 1840 , " that a mail between Thorndon and this place

will be made up for the first time on Monday next, at 8 o'clock a.m. ,

and that a return one from this place to Thorndon at i o'clock p.m.

The rate to be charged is 2d . for letters and id . for newspapers .

Mr. Paton will have the superintendence of it at Thorndon , and

Mr. Hunter at Britannia ( Petone) . Should the weather prove un

favourable for the boat, it ( the mail) will be despatched on foot.”

The same paper of ist August says : “ The papers for our Thorndon

subscribers were sent to the post office as usual, but owing to the

boisterous state of the weather, no mail was sent on Saturday .”

The papers were not delivered until the following Tuesday. It would

be interesting to know the subsequent fate of this twopenny local

post, but we regret that its history cannot be traced.

A STRONG OFFICER.

In 1841 the post office at Wellington had been placed in the

charge of Mr. (afterwards the Hon. ) Walter D. B. Mantell .

Mr. Mantell's management of his office is noteworthy for the sturdy

independence with which he went his way, despite the attempts of

the officials at Auckland to render him duly submissive. The

principal bone of contention was the failure to provide appropriations

for office accommodation at Wellington . It was apparently a matter

of no concern to the Government that the lease of the office was

about to expire. Mr. Mantell's duty was to find accommodation,

and if the Government would not pay for it , he must. Eventually ,

after an animated correspondence, a house was rented .

This was in 1843 ; but early in the history of Mr. Mantell's post

mastership the post office at Wellington had been destroyed by fire,

an accident which, by the way , involved the appointment of a com

mission to inquire into the circumstances . This post office was a

>
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“ Native-built building of large size , " purchased in 1840, and the

inquiry into the catastrophe gives us some idea of the style of

building in which the business of the post office, besides an occasional

religious service, was conducted. Mr. Mantell, in the course of his

evidence , said , " I found it absolutely necessary , from the inclemency

of the weather and the dilapidated state of the house, to have a

stove ; the toitoi , of which the walls were composed , being in such a

wretched state that the pigs and other animals were in the practice

of finding an entrance there."

AN HISTORIC ITEM .

In his interesting reminiscences of the business of the early

days, Mr. Cook (now Chief Postmaster at Dunedin) says :

“ There were three inland mail services—one daily to the Hutt by

Death's Van, one weekly to the West Coast as far as Wanganui , and

one weekly to Wairarapa and Masterton . The mail to Wanganui

was first carried on foot by Thomas Scott of Rangitikei , who used

to walk the whole distance, occupying a fortnight, but in 1857 we

had a weekly mail by horse, a native being the carrier. He used to

wrap the mails together in a package, somewhat resembling a digger's

Sivag ; this he passed over his shoulders and it was strapped to his

person . He thus literally carried the mail and the horse carried him.

Up to 1856 there was no regular communication by sea. About that

date the Provincial Government chartered two schooners, the “ Mar

chioness ” and “ Active," for a monthly service to and from Australia,

taking and bringing the United Kingdom mail , which was then

monthly. Prior to that mails were despatched as opportunity offered .

There was, however, a regular trader (the schooner “ Lucy Jane" ) to

Kawhia and New Plymouth , and to Auckland and Nelson the

Government brig “ Victoria ,” or man -of-war “ Calliope. " The first

letter-carrier was appointed in 1857. With the advent of steam and

Cobb's coach, and later-in 1865-removal of theseat of Government,

the office rapidly rose in importance. The regular hours - 10 a.m. to

4 p.m.-were often transposed to from 4 a.m. to 10 p.m.”

UNDER GOVERNOR GREY.

It is not our purpose here to write a complete history of the New

Zealand Post Office, and it will, perhaps , suffice to say that Colonists

groaned under the heavy postage rates for some years, and the news.

papers of the day accused the Post Office of more than one device

for increasing the revenue. The sea postage from England to New

Zealand was 4d . per half-ounce, with the additional charge if a letter

passed through more than one post office in New Zealand.
On one
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occasion , the New Zealander accused the authorities of opening

the Auckland bag at Wellington “ merely for the purpose of exacting

the inland postage of another 4d .” The post office had still to gain

the confidence of the people. Even the editor of a London journal

devoted to New Zealand affairs, ventured a curious reason , in reply to

a correspondent who complained that the newspapers which for three

years he had sent to his son, had for some time not reached their

destination . Says the editor : “ We have no doubt that the whole

of your papers were stopped by Fitzroy's myrmidons. Under

Governor Grey it will be different.”

Intercommunication was very infrequent. “ In fact,” says Sir

William Fox in The Six Colonies of New Zealand, “ for months

no communication by sea between Auckland and the southern settle

ments takes place. On one occasion the Lieutenant-Governor sent

despatches to the former place by way of Sydney, and I have myself

been upwards of five months in receiving a reply to a letter of

pressing importance.” Dr. Thomson, in his Story of New

Zealand , Past and Present, confirms this . He says, “ There was little

communication between the different settlements , and news from

Wellington and Nelson reached Auckland through Sydney. New

Plymouth was as isolated as Norfolk Island . "

POSTAGE STAMPS COME INTO USE.

But happier times were in store. The early years of the fifties

were marked by vigorous colonisation , and a corresponding vitality

was infused into the Post Office. Much attention had been paid

to the posts in the neighbouring Colonies, and marked reforms had

resulted . New Zealand rapidly followed suit, and in 1850 the

acceptable reform of one uniform cheap rate of postage, irrespective

of distance, was fixed by proclamation . The proclamation, signed

by Sir George Grey and countersigned by Mr. Alfred Dowett,

Colonial Secretary, was dated the 31st December of that year, and

fixed the ist of April following, as the date on which the new rates

were to be brought into operation . The dates were : For letters

within the Colony, for every half -ounce letter, 2d.; for each

succeeding half-ounce, 2d . ; newspapers , printed prices current, and

commercial lists , free ; for the letters of soldiers and sailors employed

on Her Majesty's service , for each half-ounce letter , id. The

proclamation also provided for the use of postage stamps as a means

of prepayment, but it was four years afterwards before they came

into use.
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THE GENERAL Post OFFICE BUILDING.

To those who daily frequent the handsome General Post Office

building of the present day, our illustration will be of interest. We

are sorry that we cannot show a drawing of the first post office ,

which was the native-built building of large size , about which the

Postmaster, Mr. Mantell , wrote so feelingly. The business was next

carried on in the little building at the corner of Thorndon Quay

and Mulgrave Street. Later the work of the Post Office was

removed to Te Aro Flat, but the building used soon

afterwards destroyed by fire. The next removal appears to have

been to the present site at the head of the wharf. The old wooden

structure will be remembered by many residents. After about

twenty years it was decided to erect a suitable structure in brick.

Probably there was no more picturesquely situated building in the

Colony. Boldly fronting Customhouse Quay, it was a rare sight on

a summer morning to see the post office, fronted by its line of boats

hanging from the davits at the quay side, with the reflection of the

boats and buildings in the calm water below. When it was not calm ,

well , the jolly breeze , with its sting of salt spray, blew as lustily

against the windows as it knows how to do in Wellington .

DESTRUCTIVE FIRES .

Unfortunately this building suffered the fate of its forerunner on

Te Aro Flat, and by a strange coincidence the days of the months

and hours of the two fires were almost identical . In the former case

the fire occurred on the 27th April , 1856, at half-past three o'clock

in the morning ; in the latter, on the 28th April , 1887 , at half-past

four - thirty - one years , one day, one hour later.

The fire was discovered by a charwoman. An alarm was quickly

given which very soon filled the street with a crowd of spectators.

The fire appeared to commence in the rear part of the building at

the northern end , and had free play through the absence of sufficient

water to check its progress. Indeed , for some minutes only one jet,

and that from Panama Street, was brought to bear on it, and it was

not until the flames were bursting through the whole of the top

storey windows facing that street that an additional jet of water was

brought into use . By the time a fair supply of water was available

the fire had obtained a firm hold of the interior of the building, and

resisted all efforts to extinguish it . Soon the flames, presenting a

fine spectacle, attacked the tower, which soon disappeared, the dial

and bell falling heavily about half -past five. Little else than the
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walls were left standing, and the top storey was completely gutted.

A feature of the fire was an explosion of gas in a strong -room on the

upper storey, and the effect was so great that papers were carried

from the middle of the building over Grey Street to the Pier Hotel,

a distance of 120 feet, and through two doors and a window .

Fortunately , owing to the fire having commenced at the northern

end of the building, there was time for the removal of letters and

postal property from the southern part, and the postal officials

collected the letters and mails and commenced operations in the

SIR J. G. WART ), K.C.M.G.

Postmaster -General.

street . The morning mails were sent away by train as usual , and

shortly afterwards arrangements were made for the use of the

F Shed on the wharf. A counter was fitted up, and letters were

posted and distributed soon after lunch time. During the recon

struction of the building—till April 28th, 1889-temporary offices

were occupied in Brandon Street.

*

The career of Sir Joseph George Ward is interesting and unique.

Commencing life at the bottom of the ladder in the Post and

Telegraph Department at the modest salary of £ i per week , and

later on joining the Railway Department as clerk , he has , within
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a comparatively short time , risen to be ministerial head of both the

departments in which he served among the rank and file, an attain

ment of which his old colleagues are as proud as himself. He is also

Colonial Secretary, and has made his influence felt in that position

by his action in establishing a Department of Health, and the vigorous

manner in which the Tourist and Commerce Department is extending

its operations. While still a comparatively young man, he has the

distinction of knighthood conferred upon him for his services in the

Colony. Sir Joseph Ward was connected with many local matters

before commencing life as representative of the electors of Awarua,

who have returned him as their member of Parliament for the past

fifteen years . When the Ballance Ministry was formed , he was

offered and accepted the position of Postmaster-General and Electric

Telegraph Commissioner in the Cabinet , and later on he took over

the portfolio of Colonial Treasurer on the death of Mr. Ballance.

Ever mindful of his old colleagues, the amendment of the Post and

Telegraph Act of the previous Government, for which Sir Joseph was

responsible soon after he assumed office as Postmaster-General for

the first time , and the amendment of the Railway Classification Act ,

have increased the esteem in which the Minister was already held by

his subordinates. He was responsible for the establishment of the

sixpenny rate on inland telegrams in 1896 , and the reduction in the

railway rates in 1900 , while the fact that for ten years he constantly

advocated a reduction in our postage rates , which culminated in the

establishing of penny postage as from the beginning of the present

year, is current history.

And now a word or two about the permanent officers

Mr. William Gray* joined the service as clerk in the Chief Post

Office , Dunedin, ist February, 1864 ; was appointed clerk Dead

Letter Office, General Post Office, Wellington, the following year , and

mail agent Panama line in June, 1866 , and continued in that position

until termination of service in 1868 . He filled similar positions

between the Colony and Melbourne until the San Francisco service

was inaugurated in 1870. Then a clerk , secretary's branch, General

Post Office, 1870 ; appointed chief clerk of the General Post Office,

20th May, 1872 ; and promoted to the position of secretary of the

Postal Department on ist May, 1874 , and secretary of Posts and

Telegraphs in January, 1831 , on the amalgamation of the Post and

Telegraph services.

Mr. J. K. Logan * was appointed Inspector of Telegraphs at

Dunedin, under the Provincial Government in 1865 , and held that

* For portrait see St. Martin's-le -Grand, Vol. VIII . , page 60.
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position until his promotion to be Superintendent of Electric Lines

in 1894.

Mr. Thomas Rose* joined the British Post Office in 1864 , and in

1873, when a clerk in the Liverpool Post Office, was selected by the

Hon. Sir John Hall for his present position, to which he was appointed

on November 29th , 1873 .

Mr. George Gray joined as a clerk in the Telegraph Department

on July 24th , 1867. He was appointed senior clerk , accountant's

branch, General Post Office, January 1st, 1881 , and Controller,

Money Order and Savings Bank, and Accountant, General Post

Office, July 1st, 1891 .

Mr. Donald Robertson joined the Chief Post Office, Dunedin, as

cadet in 1873. He was acting mail agent in 1881 , and senior money

order clerk , Wellington , the following year, being transferred in a

similar position to Auckland in 1884. Mr. Robertson was appointed

chief clerk of the General Post Office in 1892 .

Mr. S. J. Jago # joined the department as mail agent on the steamers

running between Dunedin and Melbourne in 1864, and between 1868

and 1875 was chief clerk at Thames, Christchurch, and Nelson , being

appointed chief postmaster, Westport, in 1878 , Hokitika in 1881 ,

Napier in 1885 , and Wellington in 1900.

Mr. H. W. Harringtong entered the service as telegraphist at

Christchurch , under the Provincial Government, in 1865 , was

appointed assistant officer -in - charge there in 1874 , and officer-in

charge of the Telegraph Office at Napier in 1880. Mr. Harrington

was transferred to Wellington last year.

UNIVERSAL PENNY POST.

This sketch would not be complete without some reference to the

penny post, and the volume of business undertaken by the Depart

ment throughout the Colony.

The introduction of this reform on the ist January, 1901 , was

indeed an important and memorable event in the postal progress of

the Colony, and was befittingly celebrated on the advent of the new

century . We learn from the recently issued report ofthe Postmaster

General that “ The adoption of the penny post by the Colony was

estimated to involve a loss of £ 80,000 ; and, although the count

ings ' and other checks show that the loss will be much less, the fact

* For portrait see Vol . VIII . , page 60.

† Assistant Secretary and Inspector .

For portrait see Vol. VIII. , page 331 .

§ For portrait see Vol . VIII. , page 297.
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is not to be accepted as implying that the loss was originally over

estimated. Several countings ' have been taken , but each showed

considerable variations. The original countings ' were probably

made too early, as the public had then scarcely realised that a penny

stamp would carry a letter to any part of the Colony, to Great

Britain, and to nearly every part of the Empire. Some allowance

must also be made in respect to the sales of the new stamp for

philatelic purposes, and of the old penny stamp , in anticipation of its

early withdrawal. While there had been a very marked increase in

the number of letters posted at the larger centres, there was for a

time no appreciable spring in the postings at country offices. This,

however, is now changed, and the increase in the number of posted

letters is general throughout the Colony. The loss, however, is not

to be determined solely by the actual postage face -value of the

letters, as the introduction of the penny rate has also brought about

an increase in printed matter, especially commercial papers. The

latest ' counting,' which was made last month, indicates that the

yearly increase of paid letters posted was at the rate of about ten

millions over the number posted last year, and the net postage loss

about £43,591 . This is a surprising result, and the fact may be

accepted as additional proof of the generous appreciation of the

penny post, and the unexampled and sustained prosperity throughout

the Colony, while it affords good reason to believe that the total loss

following the introduction of this great reform will soon be made up .”

The total revenue of the postal branch for the last financial year

was £ 316,857 , and the expenditure £223,256 , leaving a balance in

favour of the Post Office of £93,601 . On the telegraph side the

revenue was £186,798, and the expenditure £195,015 , leaving

£8,037 to be made up . The balance of revenue over expenditure

for the combined department was £85,564, while the revenue of the

combined department exceeded half- a -million . The credit balance

mentioned does not, however, include the value of free official

correspondence and Government telegrams, which being added

leaves £203,129 as the net earnings of the department. Over

36,000,000 letters were posted, equal to 47 °39 letters per head of the

population . The number of forwarded telegrams of all codes was in

round numbers 3,900,000 . Money orders to the value of £ 1,214,852

were issued. Over £4,000,000 was deposited in the Post Office

Savings Bank, and £ 3,827,416 withdrawn. The total amount to

credit of depositors on the 31st December was £5,809,552 .
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but, of course, we give the preference to those written by Civil

Servants . ]

THE LIFE OF A CENTURY. By Ed vin Hodder. London, George

Newnes Ltd. 1901 .

“ The idea of this work is to give a readable narrative of the

State of Great Britain and her Dependencies at the beginning of

the Nineteenth Century, in relation to Politics , Religion, Ethics,

Trade and Commerce, Art, Science , Literature , Philanthropy,

Sociology, Sports and Pastimes, Music and the Drama, and to

trace the development of these subjects throughout the past

hundred years . " This is a bold undertaking, in which Mr. Hodder

has been assisted by literary and scientific friends; his book is

a readable, and, so far as we have observed , an accurate account

of the chief events and movements of the nineteenth century ; it

contains more than five hundred illustrations, and , as far as is

possible within the limits of less than eight hundred pages, fulfils

the author's intention .

Mr. Hodder is not an historian of the drum and trumpet school ;

he fully recognises that “ peace hath her victories no less renowned

than war, " and he is , we think , at his best in describing varied

aspects of social life and great struggles for the welfare of

humanity. The book is not, of course, a complete history of

the period it covers, but is brightly written , and should prove a

useful guide to those who seek to know something of the days

of our fathers and grandfathers as well as of our own times .

Mr. Hodder retired from the Service a few years ago , and we

are glad to see that his literary energies are unabated .

RECOLLECTIONS OF THE OLD FOREIGN OFFICE. By Sir Edward

Hertslet, K.C.B. London, John Murray, Albemarle Street, 1901 .

The writer of this volume has been fifty -six years in the Foreign

Office, and during that period he has had unrivalled opportunities
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for storing recollections of personalities and events which should be

interesting to us all. We cannot help judging this book with the

knowledge of what these opportunities were, and in such circumstances

we confess that the impression left on us is a little disappointing.

The distinguished Civil Servant rarely writes interesting recollections.

Trained in habits of reserve, cautiousness, and official routine, he

has lost the power to let himself go, and to give us that intimate

personal note which alone raises a book of recollections to literary

rank. Having said so much, because of our great expectations, we

gladly admit that Sir Edward Hertslet has written a most interesting

volume, and has enlivened it with some delightful stories of the

men, little and great, with whom he has worked . His stories of

Lord Palmerston in particular are excellent, and fit in with all that

we know already of the statesman . “ He was very particular about

handwriting." He received a despatch from the Consul of

Massowah, and ordered it to be returned to him to be written

over again in blacker ink, but as in another minute the Foreign

Secretary had asked “ Where exactly is Massowah ? ” he may only

have thought he was communicating with somebody in the next

street. On another despatch he wrote “ Reading Mr. R.-'s hand

writing is like running penknives into one's eyes.” P. 21/4/64.

A letter was sent up to him for signature, and he returned it with

the following minute :

“ Has the writer of this letter lost the use of his right hand ? If

not, why does he make all his letters slope backwards like the raking

masts of an American schooner ? ”

He received the following from one of H.M.'s Consuls :

“ What I have undergone for the last twelve months in the house

I lately occupied is beyond all imagination . What with fleas and

other vermin , it was absolutely insufferable .”

Lord Palmerston wrote upon the production : “ Living with his

fleas can hardly be worse than reading his handwriting, which I

cannot do. Let me have an abstract of what it is about. ” P. 24/4/32 .

Some clerks arranged a looking glass in their room so that the

sun's rays were thrown on the faces of several young ladies who were

at work in a house opposite the Foreign Office, and the neighbours

( not, to their credit be it said , the young ladies) complained . Lord

Palmerston wrote the following minute : “ Who are these unmannerly

youths who have been casting reflections on young ladies opposite ?

What a saving grace it is in a department when its chief is

possessed with a sense of humour ! But even chiefs with a sense
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of humour don't always like jokes turned against themselves.

There was a fire at the Foreign Office, and Lord Palmerston, who

was at that time nicknamed “ Protocol Palmerston ,” was much

annoyed because a naughty clerk put his head into the room where

the Foreign Secretary was endeavouring to direct salvage operations,

and called out, “ For God's sake take care of the Protocols . " He

then disappeared, but all his colleagues knew who the man was, and

nobody gave him away. Noble Foreign Office !

Next to Lord Palmerston we should have liked Lord Clarendon

as a chief. When he was first appointed Foreign Secretary, in

1853 , he was conducted round the office by Mr. Addington, who

was then Permanent Under Secretary. Mr. Addington , who hated

smoking, informed his lordship that there was a very stringent rule

against smoking during official hours, and Lord Clarendon observed,

“ Oh ! indeed ! ” with a smile , and taking out his cigar case handed

it to Mr. Addington , saying, “ Can I offer you a cigar? ” We

are not surprised to learn that in the Foreign Office generally

this remark was understood to repeal “ the stringent rule ” of

Mr. Addington.

There are some delightful stories of the Foreign Office clerks

which appeal to their brother civil servants. Ten Englishmen had

been imprisoned in a civil war in one of the South American

republics ; nine were released, and the wife of the one who was still

a prisoner wrote to the Foreign Office to know how matters stood .

The clerk drafted the usual letter to be signed by the Under

Secretary : “ The Secretary of State had great pleasure in announcing

that all the prisoners had been released with the exception of her

husband . ” It is evidently not the Post Office alone which makes

foolish blunders through trusting too much to the usual letter.

We think we have shown that the volume is full of good things,

and even its duller portions are interesting to those who care to

know how the Civil Service of an older generation was conducted.

Perhaps it is as well that Sir Edward Hertslet is a reserved and

cautious author . We can even understand the point of view of the

man who holds that for purposes of discipline the life of the

distinguished official should never be written. For the net result

of such a book is always to show that the high official is a man of

like passions and frailties to the subordinate, and the raison d'etre

of all discipline is , of course, the denial of this fact. In The Life

of Sir Rowland Hill, by Birkbeck Hill , it is recorded, for instance,

that Sir Rowland Hill had a row with Colonel Maberly, and he
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immediately went to a Member of Parliament for advice . That

member told him his best course was to see and make representa

tions to as many other members as possible. What a pity that

this should be published ! How bad for discipline ! Even in

Sir Rowland Hill's case the theory is that such a course

calculated to defeat rather than promote the end in view. The

question, however, some naughty people ask is, “ Did it in this case

bring about defeat ? ”

THE RELIGION OF PLUTARCH , as expounded in his Ethics. An

Essay submitted at the London University Examination for

the Degree of Doctor of Literature, October, 1901 , by John

Oakesmith , M.A. London, Sheppard and St. John, 76 and 78 ,

Clerkenwell Road, E.C.

It will doubtless appear to many readers an act of presumption

on my part to discuss a volume which has obtained for its author

the degree of D.Lit, in the University of London. I am certainly

not a classical scholar, and I approach such a work only as a general

reader, with perhaps a more than ordinary interest in the subject

which it discusses . Besides, the research, the constant appeal to

authorities, the habitual assumption of knowledge which is caviare

to the general reader, make the volume exceedingly difficult reading

to any but students, and of course for these it was primarily written.

The author has been fortunate enough, in these days when so little

remains unexplored , to discover a corner of classical literature which

is unworked, and this fact alone must have commended him to the

good opinion of the examiners. Most people are familiar with

Plutarch's Lives ; at any rate, they always associate Plutarch with

“ Lives,” and they have not bothered themselves to enquire whether

the great man wrote anything else which could interest this genera

tion. Yet to us there has been no time in the world's history so

interesting as that century in which Plutarch lived ; in many ways

it was so like our own, and the point of view of cultured and

intellectual men on religious questions especially was similar to that

which prevails in the same circles to -day. The century, too,

witnessed the beginnings of Christianity, those early graftings of the

teaching of Nazareth upon the ancient faiths and philosophies of

Israel , Greece and Rome. And the interesting thing for us is that

in Plutarch we have a thinker occupying a detached position from

all these ancient creeds, who approaches the subject of religion not

in a spirit of antagonism , but with a profound sense of the mystery

of things , a recognition of the infinite underlying all phenomena,

and with a faith in something not ourselves which makes for
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righteousness. In a short notice it is impossible even briefly to

summarise Plutarch's doctrine of Dæmons ; it is not so very widely

different from that beautiful dream of our childhood that we were

each supplied with a special guardian angel who inspired us to great

thoughts and noble actions . The general reader in the case of a

work of this kind will do well to read the last chapter first, as we

did , and he will then be able to follow the author better in his

earlier analyses ; he will see more easily the line of clear reasoning

which pursues its way through the maze of authorities and

speculations that without some such clue may confuse the lay

mind. There are passages in this last chapter which are full of

great beauty and real eloquence, and we recognise how well

Dr. Oakesmith can write English when he is free from the necessity

of expounding his author's words, and can let himself go a little on

his author's personality. Let me give an instance : He is telling

us that there were two Plutarchs , the philosopher and the religious

man, and that at times there was an apparent inconsistency in his

teachings. “ This weakness of Plutarch on the side of metaphysics,

this revolt of his nature against the coldness and distance of the

Deity of the Platonic Dialectic constitutes his strength as a religious

and moral teacher. This inconsistency makes him the type of

certain theologians who will expound to a formal congregation the

Eternity, Self -Existence, Necessity, and Unity of God, the First

Cause, while in their private devotions their hearts and their lips

turn naturally to the simple and touching petition of Our Father

which art in Heaven ' ; or while composing a sermon in which the

particular attributes of the Persons of the Trinity and their mutual

relationship are defined and enumerated with more than scholastic

precision , will turn and teach their children to pray to God as the

• Gentle Jesus. ' In a similar manner there is the Plutarch of the

De E apud Delphos, the Plutarch of the De Sera Numinis Vindicta,

and the Plutarch of the Dæmonology."

Do we not, after reading this passage, hail Plutarch as a man like

ourselves , whose mind was interested in speculation , but whose heart

demanded a God of Love ? It is this human element in Plutarch

that Dr. Oakesmith brings out also in Chapter IV. , where he shows

us Plutarch as a sympathiser with opportunism , a respecter of the

powers that be , a believer in the divine mission of Rome, using

language similar to that popular with the modern British Imperialist ,

but at other times supporting theories which suggest the mir d

of a political idealist . Dr. Oakesmith , like the loyal Civil Servant

that he is , seems to pat Plutarch on the back for his correct
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attitude to those in authority, and when he quotes his author as

saying that a greater share of freedom would , perhaps , not be any

better for the people, he puts the quotation in italics . Perhaps

there are also two Oakesmiths, and there may lie hidden in more

ephemeral publications than The Religion of Plutarch sentiments

by the same author expressive of that larger liberty which assigns to

authority its true limitations.

We have only to add that , to anybody who is interested in the

history of religious thought, the book will prove a mine of intellectual

wealth .

The Civil SERVICE MAGAZINE, Nos. I and 2 . An illustrated

monthly, edited by Charles H. Garland . Price 2d . 49, Gray's

Inn Road, W.C.

This is the latest Service magazine, and St. Martin's- le-Grand,

with its eleven years prosperity behind it , is not afraid of competitors

from whatever source they may come. We welcome the new comer

with its popular price and popular features, and we recognise that ,

edited skilfully, it will meet certain needs in the Service which , with

our restricted scope , we do not concern ourselves with . The

article in the first number which strikes our fancy most is that

written by Miss Violet Young, entitled “ Lowering the Standard.”

It deals with “ the hard case of the postal girls,” whose initial

salary of £65 per year has been reduced to £55 . The larger

salary was fixed by Mr. Fawcett, and at the present moment, when

the cost of living has certainly not diminished , it would seem an

extraordinary act on the part of the Treasury to reduce what

Mr. Fawcett considered in 1882 merely a living wage .

The second number of the magazine is a great improvement on

the first, and there are several articles of especial interest . The

editor has an article on "" The Telephone Girl , her value and her

pay,” and there is a very bright and suggestive paper by S. B. D. on

" The Discouragement of Ability in the Civil Service.” The author

quotes from Mr. Sidney Webb, whose confessions of his experiences

when a clerk at the Colonial Office are instructive reading.

Mr. Webb says : “ What I am impressed with is the failure of the

chiefs to draw out or encourage in the clerks any mental activity in

connection with their work. For my own part I never

thought of studying the colonies that I helped to administer.

Nobody told me that I ought to do so , or thought of complaining

that I did not." A story by Jerome K. Jerome , plenty of good

illustrations, and short articles on popular subjects, help to make up

a bright and excellent number. E. B.
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The Cult of the Unimportant.

IKE all editors I am constantly receiving anonymous con

.

1

plimentary, here and there I come across some which are the reverse,

and in these instances I assume the anonymity to be due to modesty.

As regards the contributions they too are frequently of an agreeable

kind. I was once called upon , in answer to many congratulations, to

deny that I had won the Dunmow Flitch. I was, however, obliged to

admit that a namesake of mine, though not winning the full prize,

had made out so good a case that he was rewarded with a small

portion of the bacon . That this fortunate individual could not be

confounded with me I showed by the statement that “ not a rasher

had reached me.” And by the next post, with the Lowestoft

postmark, arrived a parcel containing some freshly cut rashers of

bacon, with an anonymous letter full of congratulations. Now,

according to the rules laid down by his proprietors, the editor

declines to make use himself of anonymous contributions. What

then did he do with the rashers ? My immediate superior, who at

that time sat behind me and who lives a little distance out in the

country, was in the habit of eating a second breakfast on his arrival at

the office. At the moment when I opened my parcel of rashers he

was away from his seat, but his little breakfast was out on his table.

I at once, without a moment's hesitation , placed my rashers in the

midst of his biscuits and butter, and to this day I believe he thinks

these uncooked morsels were put in his bag by the absent-minded

partner of his joys and sorrows. When he returned to his seat, he

looked at them long and lingeringly, examined them, turned them

over, scratched his head, heaved a deep sigh of bewilderment, and

placing them aside finished up the biscuits and butter. He little

thought that the rashers were to all intents and purposes rejected

manuscripts of St. Martin's -le -Grand Magazine.

Quite recently I have received another anonymous letter, and this

too I have not placed in the waste paper basket, partly because it is

nicely written , and partly because I have been in want of a text for

my sermon this quarter, and here is a subject ready to my hand.
My indulgent correspondent writes too kindly of me personally, and
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if I had been a modest editor I should have excised his first

paragraph, but then how much his phrasing would have suffered !
Here is his letter :

“Dear E.B. ,-Oh, writer in a pleasant strain ! oh , writer of

philosophic vein , thy rebellious pen tells tales, dear E.B. , of gentle

woes, of Lina's throes, for discipline and dignity. Walton wrote of

the gentle art of angling, and I , good English mangling, would write

of the Service , yet still be gentle.

“The word service is a hard one , there is nothing euphonious

about it . Ser, with a hiss ; vice, with a viss, and what a lot it means.

Its grooves and greedy faces ; the absence of all graces . ' I am to

say,' and ' it would appear ’ ; then in the circumstances ' [drop not

a tear] . · The main papers and the ref. papers ' ; ' the local papers

and Gubbin's personal explanation ' — 'putaway and out in a month ';

tie loosely, ’ ris better far to rule by love than fear. “ Papers four

million and nine have gone astray. Does anyone know where they

are ? Dear E.B. , can you stand this nonsense ? -So'o — Then you

are stronger than I thought. Well , when on the bike dreaming of

this beautiful world we live in, with its tangled skein of human

weaknesses and passions, whatever be the ultimate bourne we are

making for, the present troublous path is all of our own collective

making All the pettiness of Jack in office working upon over

wrought and sometimes over-sensitive natures, men who have not

taken their breakfast sufficiently in public, to parody the sleepless

man Scudamore, brings with it a misery, which , whilst it has its

ludicrous side, has also its sad side of deep grief wholly unnecessary

and mainly the creation of Jack in office ; reminding one of a

youthful friend from a far country, who, in his headstrong days, would

learn to ride. Said Riding -Master Forbes , of Balaclava fame, ' What

are you hitting the horse for so savagely ? ' To teach him I am his

master .' No, don't ; you and the horse should be one ; animated

by the same spirit and the same temper. ' If great ambitions do

prick you, then prick your horse to the same end; but don't whack

him because you would have him know that the mighty “ I am ' is

upon his back. Why waste your gas, thoughtless ass ? If the

machine moves ill, be sure it is the fault of those who guide it ; for,

with rare exceptions, all are willing horses from the plodding postman,

the humble labourer, those who aspire to be in gods ' and even

homo magnificus, the Postmaster-General .

“ When man's ambition produces the disease · big head ,' he is no

better than the boy whose eye was bigger than his belly and so

choked himself.

“ Concentration is a beautiful word , if it describes the real article

which brings with it economy and ease of movement. But when

big head is rampant, afflicted with the disease the great I am ,'

then congestion is our portion, which all the pills to purge purgatory

will not remove. Andthen another curious phase of big head. If

little head, ardent and courageous, has set his heart upon achieving

success for its own sake unselfishly, little head being whole -hearted

6
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So are

and honest, big head must baulk him and play the sorry game of

how not to do it. ' Should Mr. Ardent gib , he is reminded of the

rules of the Service. Where are these writ down ? An official

circular, not without merit, is known ; also, guard books.

Kentucky lawyers, but I never knew one equal to understanding,

much less remembering, the rules of the Service. The rules depend

upon the point of view ; their wise application upon the kindly

heart guided by the clear head Perhapsthese problems are worthy

of further reflections, but enough for the present, dear E.B . ” — Your

ever appreciative UBIQUE."

I assume that “ Ubique ” has been reading the remarks I made in

our July issue under the heading " The art of discipline," and he has

dotted my i's and crossed my t’s for me. More especially is he in

sympathy with me when he laments the trouble that is of our own

collective making. Some offices, some branches, some households

are simply manufactories of trouble, and there are many officials, and

not a few men and women of all ranks, who are skilled artisans at
the business. I am not sure whether it is big headedness or little

headedness which is at the bottom of the business, but I am quite

certain that this particular manufacture is, economically speaking,

unproductive expenditure. It is in no way peculiar to the Service,

though for many and almost obvious reasons the conditions of our

employment are highly favourable to the production of the article.

I think that one of the effects of our life in the Service is that we are

in danger of losing a proper sense of proportion ; we occupy a little

corner of life; we are to a great extent free from some of the larger

anxieties of a commercial man's life, and we miss the stimulus our

nature seems to demand to make us energetic and hopeful. There

are few real difficulties in our path ; we see our way to the end of

our career, and difficulties are the stimulus needed by some

temperaments. If we don't find them awaiting us in our path, we

make them ; we quite unconsciously perhaps, but none the less

really, magnify our office and all its attendant conditions, until we

have brought about a condition of things which exalts trivialities

into substantial troubles, and some of us wear our nerves and lives
away over twopenny halfpenny matters which to our diseased

imaginations have become real troubles.

It is often quite a grief to me to notice among my colleagues how

much real illness is caused by these manufactured troubles, and in

these pages I have perhaps preached ad nauseam the gospel of

contentment. A distinguished physician not long ago in the

Nineteenth Century suggested that the great increase of cancer

during the last half century might be due to the degeneration of the

blood caused by the worry and strain of our complex life. That is

a physical reason for a physical fact. Another writer seeking for an

explanation of the neurasthenia, hysteria, and nervous worry, which

I have called “ the manufacture of trouble,” has suggested that the

conditions are due to " the want of dominant ideas in our lives.

And it is my belief that he is not very far wrong. The fact that
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there are nowadaysso few men and women who are possessed by

some great controlling principles or ideals, in the light of which all

their actions are performed , seems to me to explain their being lost

in a sea of troubles. They are vessels without compass or rudder,

and little breezes are magnified by them into hurricanes, and they

are in daily fear of getting on the rocks. But a great unselfish

controlling thought places all the actions of life in their right

proportion.

It is rare in the Service, especially, to find the man of dominant

ideas , and the favourite method of navigation bythe captains of the

ship of state is to feel their way cautiously in sight of the shore and

never to trust themselves to bold sailing or the efforts of their

subordinates. And every breeze is treated by them as if it were a

hurricane. Qualified watermen we may be , but some of us would

never get a certificate for below-bridge navigation .

Now it is very rare to find a preacher with sufficient imagination

and sympathy to be able to preach successfully to any persons except
those whose temperaments are similar to his own. And as far as

these pages are concerned , I am only preaching to men and women

of like temperament to myself. For us there is, perhaps, something

approaching a golden rule of life, and the rule is, never to expect

anything very much from ourselves, or from life itself. To us the

things which are most satisfying are the unexpected : it is the chance

delights of life which furnish the most enjoyment. We go on a

journey perhaps to see some beautiful town or country ; we spend

money on the enterprise ; we have pictured in imagination before

we start all that we are going to see, and the result is we are dis

appointed . A lovely sunset that we caught sight of from the train

on our way to Dover only an hour from London, remains with us as

the most beautiful memory of that expensive tour. Things that

come by the way, which we have not gone out in imagination to

meet until we have exhausted our capacity to enjoy them when

they have become realities, are our recollected enjoyments.

Whether it be literary or artistic success, official advancement, or

increase of our income, they are all more productive of satisfaction

when they are incidental in one's career rather than when they are

the result of worry, mental agitation , and a feverish determination to

best one's colleagues. Again I say I speak only to certain tempera

ments. To many people I recognise that the competitive spirit is

intellectual food and drink , and these are the men of course who stir

the world. Others with humbler gifts are content to be allowed , as

far as they can , to soften and humanise the resultant movement .

In their small way, as was said of Mr. Gladstone in his larger

sphere of action , they would keep “ the soul alive in England."

I remember hearing of a brother officer who had been the primary

cause of overlooking some point in the treatment of a case, by

means of which it had got off the line of precedent that always

held such cases , and at the moment of the error being discovered

there was a good deal of bewilderment existing as to what should be
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the next step. Two or three superior officers stood around the desk

where the offending papers were scattered, and all the men were
endeavouring to throw the responsibility of the matter and of the

ultimate decision on one another. The point on which they agreed

was denunciation of the subordinate who had let them all in : hard

words were flying about, and the poor subordinate was having visions

of official disgrace and deprivation of position . Just when the

discussion wasmost vehement a messenger arrived on the spot and
announced that the chief wished to see the subordinate. The

chief's business turned out to be the notification to the subordinate

that he had been promoted—it goes without saying that the advance

ment had nothing to do with the erring case, which was unknown

to the chief — and who can imagine a more timely event, more

productive of pride, than this one ? How it must have cleared the

mental atmosphere prevailing at the desk where the offending papers

lay scattered ! How paltry must have appeared to the subordinate

the consideration that his income was now bigger, beside the larger

thought which appealed to his artistic temperament, that things were

for a moment inside out, and that

“ There's a divinity that shapes our ends ,

Rough -hew them how we will. "

“ I have not yet been able to purchase anything with money

except railway tickets and some small material comforts,” says

Mr. Francis Grierson in his delightful book of essays, The Celtic

Temperament, and though it is easy to point out the paradoxical

character of such a remark , it is a harder matter to prove that the

things which give the deepest satisfaction to certain temperaments

are purchasable by the current coin of the realm .

But it is “ the cult of the unimportant” which is stated to be the

especial bane of the Service, and under the names of red tape and

circumlocution , journalists have for years made merry at our expense .

I am not going “ to foul the nest by joining in their humours,

partly because it is a mistake to think that the cult is a speciality of

the Civil Service. The disciples of the cult are about us and around

us in all ranks of life--men who are experts at discovering little flaws

of manner or expression, with whom a split infinitive is a deadly sin ,

and who judge a man's character from an incorrect quotation or a

wrong date. And they go through life carping and complaining and

being unhealthily irritated because the non -essentials of life are not

treated according to precedent. Even such things as grammar and

spelling are merely matters of precedent ; they are not among the

eternal verities of life, and it is a pious opinion held by morethan

one learned writer that a language which has an inflexible grammar

or syntax is already a dead language . May we not also say that a

man who is the slave of precedent in small matters as well as in

great is to all intents and purposes , from an intellectual point of

view, a dead man ?

Mr. Justice Jelfwrote of Lord Russell of Killowen , “ Lord Russell,

like most great judges , set aside technicalities whenever it was
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possible, and looked to the real substance of the matter in hand.”

He relied more on his knowledge of human nature than on his brief,

or even on his acquaintance with the law. Mr. Barry O'Brien, in his

excellent biography of the great man, gives an amusing instance of

this. Russell attended as counsel a consultation with the solicitor

for the plaintiff in a breach of promise case . The solicitor had the

case well prepared , and with doubtless all the facts carefully stated .

Russell's one question was, “ What is your client going to wear? "

The solicitor replied that he had not the faintest idea. Russell then

said , “ Take her to-morrow to her dressmaker, and order a perfectly

plain dress of a soft grey colour, fitting closely to the figure, without

any trimming, anda big black hat also as simple as possible.” We

can imagine the official-minded solicitor's countenance, as the case,

carefully prepared by him, with all its little technicalities, was thus

ruthlessly set aside. But the lady got a verdict for £10,000 .
It is " the real substance of the matter in hand ” that so many Civil

Servants are slow to recognise. I once came across an exceedingly

amusing answer given by a lady to a request for her marriage
certificate. It had caused so much laughter among mycolleagues,

that I took courage and showed it to myimmediate chief. He read

it through without a smile, and then asked , with a puzzled look on
his countenance, “ What is the amount due in the account? ”

Now the point of his question was that if the amount due were

below a certain sum , the marriage certificate need not have been

asked for, and thus the groundwork on which, as he seemed to

think, the joke rested, being cut away, there would be nothing to

laugh at, and the matter in hand was to caution the officer in fault.

The matter in hand with ambitious officials is often not to get on

with the case , but to discover a point on which they can censure the

officer in fault. I never told my friend a joke after this experience :

I dreaded more than I can express a repetition of the terrible

enquiry, “ What is the amount due ? ” the test with him of all things

in heaven and earth .

Last year I reviewed in these pages a little book entitled On the

Conduct of Business, by Sir Courtenay Boyle, who a few months ago

died after a short illness, and I pointed out how the web of little

maxims and precedents, which Sir Courtenay had entangled himself

in , was constructed for our warning rather than for our guidance.

If the book was a revelation of character, as I have no doubt it was ,

one can see how terribly overweighted the man was by the non

essential. I was not surprised therefore to read in an obituary

notice that latterly Sir Courtenay rarely took the annual leave which

was permitted him by the State, or if he did take his leave his work

went with him . He was not essential to the work—no man is—but

he had manufactured the idea that he was ; the essential and

important thing for him was of course a holiday, and that he

regarded from his perverted state of mind as one of the non

essentials, a luxury which could be readily given up at the call of

business. He died , it was said , of overwork , but how much of it
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was work made into a necessity by himself ? It is surely not a virtue

to die at your post if, with malice aforethought, you expose yourself

to the attacks of the enemy.

In saying as much as this I am not at all disputing the great

services rendered by Sir Courtenay Boyle to the State, nor do I deny

his claim to be called a distinguished public servant, but I submit

that there is strong evidence to show that the cult of the unimportant

shortened his career.

We once had a letter in the Savings Bank from a delightful

correspondent who asked for a nomination form to fill up " in the

event of me dying according to Rule 13," and I am sure there are

many of my colleagues who perceive nothing ludicrous in such an

application. Rules and regulations weigh us down so much that

we may easily fancy life, and death itself, to be subject to regulation .

A friend in a West End office told me of a visit which he paid to

a chief who was on his death-bed and knew it . For my friend the

trial of seeing his colleague under such distressing conditions was

greater in prospect than in reality, because the chief was calm and

collected , and was meeting death as a brave man would . The

character of the chief asserted itself in this last farewell. He asked

his old subordinate whether the new form 520A was found to be an

improvement on form 520 , and when he heard that this was the case

he said , with a touch of pride in his voice, “ 520A was my form : it

was my idea . ” If it is not irreverent to say so, this man died in the

faith of the unimportant. And there are those of his colleagues who

think it was form 520A which killed him , or rather it was the state of

mind out of which grew the importance of the form .

A Post Office Doctor of Literature.

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON .

D Lit. EXAMINATION, 1901. - Pass List.

Classics.-Frank William George Foat , University College ; James Hope

Moulton , King's College, Cambridge ; John Oakesmith, private study.

Mental and Moral Science -Frank Herbert Hayward, B.Sc. , Gonville and

Caius College, Cambridge.

'HE above announcement appeared in the daily papers of

the 14th December last, and it has for the readers of

St. Martin's-le-Grand a special interest. For John Oakesmith , who

is mentioned therein as having obtained the degree of Doctor of

Literature, is a Second Division (Lower Grade) Clerk in the

Savings Bank Department, and he has obtained the distinction

simply by private study. He is 35 years of age, and was educated

at Leeds Grammar School , under the headmastership of

Dr. Henderson , who subsequently became Dean of Carlisle, and

he entered the service of the Post Office in 1884. He matriculated

at London University in 1887 , obtained his B.A. in 1890, and his

M.A. in 1897 , his examinations from the first to the last having thus

been passed when a clerk in the Post Office . I venture to think

that if the circumstances of Oakesmith's achievements are taken

into consideration, it will be recognised that he has beaten all

records of the kind in the Civil Service. At this time of day it is

TH
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unnecessary to point out how wide is the knowledge required by the

London examiners for the M.A. degree in classics. As far as mere

knowledge of the classics goes the Oxford and Cambridge

examinations for the same degree are but child's play, and so

difficult was it at one time to obtain the D.Lit . degree in classics

that for several years only one scholar was the proud possessor of

the coveted distinction.

my

TORNA

0 16 ะ 1 วัน

JOHN OAKESMITH , M.A. , D.Lit.

( From a sketch by K. O'B . Martyn of the Savings Bank Department.)

In Oakesmith's case it has been won by love of research almost

amounting to a passion , by indomitable pluck and persistency, and
by industry which I can only describe as colossal. Oakesmith

and I have been near neighbours for some years , and I have had

exceptional opportunities for watching his modus operandi ; and it

has always appeared to me something of the nature of a tragedy

that the Civil Service as it exists to-day provides no scope for a man

with these splendid powers and habits of industry ; indeed, when

such characteristics appear in a man they seem to bewilder and

perplex the authorities, who have nothing more encouraging to offer
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than the cold water treatment, and a man is allowed to go on year after

year working and winning distinctions without it occurring to the

rulers of the Service that such gifts might be made more use of by

the State. I speak with complete personal detachment on this point,

because I myself am by temperament a man disposed to idle habits,

and a scholar of Oakesmith's industry fills me not with envy but

with hero-worship. The ideal life to me is not that of the student

but of the loafer — the spiritual sort, I mean—and if I am able to

realise
my ideal only on Bank Holidays and on my annual leave,

it is simply because I am three parts a savage and work to save
myself from the pangs of hunger and to buy hats and ribbons for

Angelina. I am, therefore, of little use to anybody save Angelina ,

but Oakesmith is a man of quite different calibre, and hence it

irritates my sense of the fitness of things to know that the State has

no use forhim except as a hewer of wood and a drawer of water.

It will doubtless be hinted by men of narrow minds that

Oakesmith may have attained his distinction at the expense of the

State, but I believe there is not a single chief under whom he has

worked who is not ready to admit that his official work has always been

excellent . I go so far as to say that he is probably a better clerk

because of his outside interests. In certain Departments menmay go

on for a quarter of a century, performing routine duties which do

not call out the higher qualities of soul and intellect, and if a man

is to save himself from dry rot, from becoming a mere machine, it is

absolutely necessary that he should pursue something in his leisure

hours which will keep his soul alive. The routine duties I go through

daily are in great part exactly similar to those I was performing

twenty years ago, duties which havealways been extremely irksome

to me ; and I often think that had I not long ago learnt the art of

detaching my after office hours from those which go before, I should

by this time have been in a lunatic asylum . The change of

occupation , the stimulus to the mind , which study and composition

will give, keep some of us at any rate sane, and those who insist on

the whole twenty -four hours being given to the State, which ruthlessly

dimisses us altogether at sixty years of age, must be hoping to

increase the means by which a flow of promotion may be created .

I have said so much because I know it is the habit in some

quarters to decry such achievements as those of Oakesmith , and to

say that the State only wants servants who have no interest in life

but the routine duties of their Department. No good business man

would surely countenance such a heresy ; he wants his employés to

keep alive their intellects.

The Savings Bank is of course proud of Dr. Oakesmith . We

may also say that St. Martin's-le -Grand takes pride in this learned

postal servant, and we offer him our congratulations and good wishes

for his future. A review of his thesis, The Religion of Plutarch,

appears under “ Our Library Table . ” Even the messenger boys

recognise his scholastic attainments ; one of them, for instance , was

overheard to say the other day to a brother messenger, after he had

been undergoing disciplinary treatment from Dr. Oakesmith, “ Well,

if that's the religion of Plutarch , give me Christianity. ” E.B.
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Our Dinner.

HE wish has been so generally expressed that we should have

a magazine dinner, and revive what used to be an annual

fixture, that we are making arrangements with that object in view.

The dinner will be held on Wednesday, the 26th February, and Sir

Robert Hunter, the Solicitor to the Post Office, will take the chair.

Sir Robert Hunter has always been one of the best friends that we

have possessed ; his wise counsel has often kept us on the right path

when we were in danger of straying, and we therefore hope that he

will be well supported . The price of dinner tickets is fixed at 5s. ,

and application for these should be made to Mr. Bennett before the

20th January, in order to enable us to make suitable arrangements.

Early notice of intention to be present is especially requested. As

in previous years, we intend to send out a limited number of compli

mentary tickets to certain contributors and supporters, and we hope

to have these tickets ready at an early date. But we should like to

hear even from those are entitled to such tickets whether they

will be present . We cannot fix the place at which the dinner will be

held until we know within a little how many will attend . We are

making a new departure this year in extending the invitations to

ladies. We have received so much valuable assistance from them

that to exclude the ladies from our banquet would be nothing less

than barbarous, and we hope a large number will come. All

applications for tickets and notices of intention to be present should

be addressed to Edward Bennett , Messrs. W. P. Griffith & Sons Ltd.,

Prujean Square, Old Bailey, E.C.

The London Telephone Service.

THE
HE Post Office is not unused to criticism , but it is seldom

that any of its proposals is met with so loud a chorus of

disapproval as the announcement of the new Telephone arrange

ments in London. The public have for long cherished a feeling of

dislike to the National Telephone Company. They have an uneasy

feeling that in London especially rates have been kept high to pay

dividends on more capital than was expended in construction, and

that, while the Service has not been all that it should be, subscribers

have been treated with scanty consideration . In certain quarters,

therefore, there has been much disappointment that the Company is

not at once to disappear. Hence the cry that London has been

betrayed, and the tendency to condemn the new arrangements

before they have been even understood .
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While unfortunately the Telephone question is one which at first

sight appears intelligible to the man in the street, its com

prehension really requires a knowledge of some very complex

facts, and of a very tangled history. People in general are

certainly a good deal puzzled by it. Probably even the readers

of St. Martin's- le -Grand do notfeel that they know much about it,

and it is imaginable that some of the most severe critics have not so

complete an understanding of the subject as they suppose. A short

explanation of the new arrangements may, therefore, not be out of

place.

A Telephone Exchange System is not like a gas or water supply,

the full value of which is obtained as soon as it is brought to the

consumer's premises. The value of an Exchange Service is small

at first, and until it has a considerable number of subscribers who

can communicate with each other. Even then its value is not a

fixed quantity. In a town of 6,000 inhabitants an Exchange of

1,000 subscribers would be very valuable, because probably almost

every person of any consequence in the town could be reached.

In a town of 60,000 inhabitants such an Exchange would be worth

little , because only a small section of the inhabitants would be

accessible to the subscribers. In a city or area with 6,000,000

inhabitants, like the London Exchange area , the system to be

thoroughly effective must have a vast number of subscribers.

Probably in the near future there may be 100,000 subscribers in the

London area, and it needs no great effort of imagination to believe

that 250,000 may be reached within the life of a generation. A new

system designed to serve such an area, even if it started without

opposition, must take a long time to construct. Even from the

beginning it must be constructed under conditions of cost and

complexity which do not apply to smaller systems. Probably few of

those who now demand in London rates of subscription adequate

for small systems, such as those in Guernsey or Tunbridge Wells,
realise these facts . Still less , apparently, do they realise the

difficulties which are involved in the development of a huge service

in face of a competitive system , which has already secured the

support of a large body of influential subscribers.

The National Telephone Company is said to have some

40,000 subscribers in the London area. A competitive Post

Office system must attract to itself as large a number before it

can offer a service of at all equal value. With even 5,000 sub

scribers outside the important classes served by the Company's

system , its service would be of little value. How are even 5,000

subscribers to be induced to pay any subscription at all for such

a service ? Even supposing the new system to have acquired some

independent value , all those persons who require a full service must

subscribe to both systems for a long period , and it will be only when

one system or the other has attracted to itself the whole body of

subscribers, that an adequate and efficient service can be given for

a single subscription .
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In the lucid exposition of his policy, which the Postmaster -General

recently gave to the deputation of the London County Council , he

showed that he had in view all these considerations. By obtaining

the right of inter -communication with the National Telephone

Company's system he has given Post Office subscribers from the

first the best service available under present conditions. He has

saved the necessity for a double subscription , and , although the rates

of subscription may be higherthan had been expected, he has been

able, without serious risk to the tax payers, to lay the foundations of

a system of an extent and efficiency of which present telephone users

have no experience.

A conference of local authorities was lately held at the Guildhall

to discuss the situation , and from the speeches there made it is

possible to gather what are the real subjects of complaint . The

charges, it is said , are too high , and by the union of the Post Office

system with that of the Company, the hopes of those who wish for

the immediate suppression of the existing monopoly have been

disappointed. On the other hand, what are the advantages offered

by the new arrangements , as set forth in the agreement which has
been so much abused ? A system of payment per message, which

certainly offers to moderate users a cheaper service than a general

rate of even £12 a year, is available to subscribers of both systems .

The Company, which was previously under no restrictions, must

offer their service at the new rates to all alike, without favour or

preference. They must no longer demand from subscribers the

right to erect unlimited wires on their premises, a burden which has

often been imposed in the past. It is true the Post Office is to

buy such of the Company's plant as is suitable for Post Office

purposes when the Company's licence expires, but it must be

suitable if constructed before the date of the new agreement, and ,

if constructed later, it must conform to strict conditions of efficiency.

Without some such provision , when the license expired , the

Company's subscribers would have had to be without a service

until the Post Office could construct the plant to serve them . As

it is, they will keep their service, and the Post Office will pay exactly

what the plant is worth . If it is good for only two or three years

use, then only a small price will be paid . Without some such

conditions the Company would have had no motive to maintain

plant, and their service must, towards the end of their license, have

become inefficient, to the great inconvenience of their unfortunate

subscribers.

The provision most objected to is that the Post Office shall in

certain cases lease wires to the Company. But if the Post Office

is to take over the whole service in 1911 , it is surely unreasonable

to expect the Company to raise much new capital for construction ,

on which no return can be earned ; and all the wires which they

lease will in 1911 return to the Post Office without purchase. The

way is thus made easy for the unification of the systems.

The present rates, the main subject of complaint, are open to
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revision in 1905. The period of development will hardly be passed

before then, and until the system is established and fully at work,

the permanent conditions of cost and efficiency cannot be exactly

known. Therefore let the critics have a little patience. If lower

rates are then justified, Parliament will have the matter in its own

hands. Whatever rates are possible can then be obtained ; and in

the meantime telephone users will not have been subjected to the

enormous inconvenience of
unrestrained competition between

separate systems .

The New Post Office Savings Bank Building.

HE time is fast approaching when the Savings Bank people

will have to be thinking of their migration westward. For

the contractors are expecting to get the roof on the New Building

in the Blythe Road, West Kensington, early in the New Year. It

is now two and a half years sincethe King, then the Prince of

Wales, laid the foundation stone. The semi-state function on that

occasion was a happy official recognition of the importance of the

department, which, from very small beginnings forty years ago, has

developed to such an extent, that it now requires the services of

some three thousand people. The building is from the designs of

Mr. Henry Tanner, Principal Surveyor of the Office of Works, and

the drawing which appears as a frontispiece to this number gives

a good general idea of its style. The drawing only represents,

however, about one-third of the north elevation .

The building is 323 feet long, and has a depth of 244 feet,

enclosing a quadrangle which is reached by the arches shown

in the drawing. It is built of red brick and stone, glazed bricks

being freely used for facing the inner walls. The front and back

portions of the building are extended at either end, and as

future additions will connect these ends, its ultimate form will be

that of a rectangular block enclosing three separate areas . The

actual building covers rather more than an acre , but it occupies

nearly two acres of the site. The site itself is just over five

acres in extent, and will also contain
large engine and boiler

house , detached workshops , and a sorting and branch post office.

But there will be plenty of space left unoccupied, which would

repay some attention from a landscape gardener. The building

will have six floors, including the basement, which is only partly

below the ground level, the floor space amounting in all to about

six acres. There is one feature in the building which the Savings

Bank has not hitherto known. Up to the present time, where

the various correspondence branches have not been accommodated

in out-lying premises, they have been grouped in large open rooms,

through which the traffic of the department has had to pass. But

in the new building the lower floors will be traversed by corridors

giving access to rooms on either side, in which these branches

will be located. The large open rooms will , however, be retained

on the upper floors for those branches in which the work requires
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the free movement of a large staff. The top floor will , for the

present, only be used for the dining arrangements , which will
necessarily be on an extensive scale. At each corner of the

quadrangle there will be a staircase, with a passenger lift and

a goods lift close at hand, giving easy access to every part of

the building. The lighting of the building will be by electricity

generated on the site, and a good diffused light through the

rooms will be obtained by means of clusters of incandescent

lamps of high power. The electric light plant will supply the

power required for the printing and folding machinery , and for

the working of the lifts. It will also furnish the steam for the

radiators by which the building will for the most part be heated.

The building now being erected will accommodate some four
thousand persons. A considerable margin has , therefore, been

allowed for expansion ; and it is to be hoped that the inconvenience

from which the department has suffered for a long time, in

consequence of the great pressure on space, will soon

thing of the past. G. A. W.

Parcel Post with the United States.

T is but a few years ago that postal reformers in this country

counted as chiefest among their schemes of improvement, Im

perial penny postage and a parcel post with the United States. The

Government admittedly opposed the former on the ground of

dreaded loss of revenue ; but the latter they always regarded with a

favourable eye. By a train of circumstances, too well known to need

mention here, Imperial penny postage at last became established .

But parcel post with the States is not yet un fait accompli. The

obstruction in this case is not, however, due to the British Govern.

ment. As has repeatedly been stated in the House of Commons,

the Postmaster-General has spared no pains to urge upon the United

States Post Office the desirability of the establishment of such a

post, but hitherto without success.

We now learn from the American papers that the public in the

States are generally in favour of the scheme, and that steps are

being taken to agitate for its adoption with this and other countries.

According to the Literary Digest, a Mr. Winter, of Washington,

is taking an active part in this agitation. In an article which has

been sent by him to the Press, he says that

“ It is not generally known, but it is nevertheless a fact, that the

Postmaster -General, by and with the consent of the President, has

the power to negotiate and conclude a parcels post convention with

any foreign government with which, in his discretion, he may see

fit to treat.

“ This power has been so seldom used that those having com

mercial and manufacturing interests in this country that would be

greatly benefited by an extension of the foreign parcels post have

become greatly exasperated.

“ The President of the United States could, and no doubt would,
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direct the Postmaster-General immediately to institute negotiations

for a parcels post convention with every foreign government, both

large and small, if he but realised the necessity of such action on

hispart.”

By way of experiment, the United States Post Office in 1899

arranged a treaty with Germany for an exchange of parcels. Under

this treaty an American can send to Germany a parcel weighing any

thing less than 5 lb. for less than it costs to send a similar parcel in

the reverse direction ; but for parcels weighing more than 5 lb. the

AURAL

FREE DELIVERY

U.S.

MAIL

199)

PARCEL POST IN THE RURAL DISTRICTS, U.S.A.

( From St. Paul Pioneer Press.)

advantage rests with the Teuton ; and Mr. Winter points out that

Germany has not failed to profit by the arrangement.
It is rather hurtful to our feelings that, after all our hammering,

Germany should have been before us in securing this commercial

prize ; but it is to be hoped that the growing disgust in the States

with the arbitrary methods of the Express Companies, who at

present monopolise the parcel carrying business , will result in our

ultimately gaining our end.

The great difficulty, so far as the United States Post Office is

concerned, is the finding of means for delivering the parcels which it

receives. It has only recently extended to rural districts the privilege

of the free delivery of correspondence. This involved considerable

expense, as can be imagined when the immensity of the area to be

served is taken into account ; but the step has created great
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satisfaction throughout the length and breadth of the country ; and

this knowledge will, we trust, eventually induce the authorities to go

still further and so to extend the system as to render it possible to

include parcels with ordinary correspondence.

The Postal Service of China.

IN
N a recent number we published a few remarks anent a new

Chinese Postal Guide, and there was every reason to believe

from the internal evidence of the Guide that a highly organized

Imperial Postal Service was provided for the countless denizens of

the ancient Empire. It appears, however, from an article recently

published in The Globe, that things are not what they seem, and

that the Chinese postal system is at present little better than a

confused jumble, The writer attributes the foundation of the first

system of postal intercourse to the mercantile firms which became

dotted about the coastline as it was opened up to trade. The system

spread, and now various agencies compete for the privilege of

running ” the post. There is no settled rate of postage ; but the

larger agencies fix the payment within certain limits,according to the

weight of a letter and its destination .

China is infested with bands of robbers ; and, needless to say, the

various postal agencies fall an easy prey to their ravages. A favourite

method of securing immunity from their attacks, which reminds us of

the early pages ofthe history of our owncountryduring the incursions

of the Danes, is by buying them off. Each band of robbers has its

sphere of action ; and the postal agencies pay a fixed sum of money

regularly to each band not to molest the mails. The Chinese

government also maintains a Post for the despatch of official corres

pondence , and for conveying officials about the country. It is a

costly service, and is under the jurisdiction of the Ministry of War .

The Imperial Customs Post is under the management of Sir Robert

Hart, the Inspector-General of Customs, and is intended for the

maintenance of postal communication between the Customs Depart

ment and the Treaty Ports. At the Treaty Ports agencies of

various European and other foreign countries are established, and

act as the medium of communication between China and the rest of

the world .

Indian Post Office Report, 1899-1900.

Napology is due from us for our somewhat belated notice

of this interesting report. It is satisfactory to learn that

the accounts for the financial year under review show a balance

on the right side to the figure of 20,60,650 rupees (over £137,000) ,

a result which is the more striking when it is remembered that

the country has passed through all the stress and horror of

pestilence and famine. As regards the former calamity, it appears

that in the Bombay circle alone 187 servants of the Post Office

succumbed to its ravages, and everywhere much anxiety was

caused to the staff.

AN

F
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The grand total of articles dealt with in the post reached

the enormous one of 509 millions , an increase of 32,195,062

( 6.75 per cent.) over the previous year. The increase in the

number of postcards was 17 millions, which far exceeded the

increase in any other class ; and it is noteworthy that the number

of postcards passing through the post throughout the country

is now in excess of the number of paid letters. The parcel

business shows an increase of 3.5 per cent.; and , in connexion
with parcels, it is satisfactory to note that of the whole foreign

traffic nearly 65 per cent . was with the United Kingdom. There

can be little doubt that , if the value payable system in force

in India were extended to this country , a vast amount of additional
business would accrue to British mercantile houses . Our continental

neighbour Germany is " great ” on this system and finds that it pays .

Money order business shows an increase all round of 4870 per

cent. Most of the foreign money order business is done with the

United Kingdom, for instance £ 206,117 represents the total

amount of the orders issued to India for payment here, whereas the

next country on the list is France with a total sum of £ 3,770 only.

Savings bank business shows an increase in the number of

accounts of 3.95 per cent. The depositors numbered 785,729 at

the close of the year; and it is a striking fact that 90.61 per cent .

of this number are natives of the country.

The recital of the various mail robberies and of the accidents

which befell some of the Post Office servants while performing

their duties is exciting reading. For the first time for some years ,

no death resulted from perils by wild beasts ; but three men were

killed and 22 wounded in struggles with highway robbers.

Cape Colony Post Office Report for 1900.

F the many Public Departments which have been affected by

the war, few can have felt the strain more than the Cape Post

Office. It has been , and still is, at the “ front " ?; and thereport of its

doings naturally teems with lively interest. Everywhere the Post

Office has followed in the wake of Tommy Atkins, and has done its

best to restore order where it found chaos.

At the opening of the year under review the Boer invasion of the

Colony evinced itself in the suspension of 100 postal routes ; but by

March the advance of our troops resulted in the gradual clearance of

the country and the restoration ofpostal communications. Kimberley

was relieved on the 15th of February ; and within six days the

exchange of Mails with Cape Town was resumed . The greatest

difficulty was encountered in restoring the post cart services . In

many cases the contractors had been arrested for high treason , some

had absconded , and a few had been taken prisoners. In other

instances the contractors were in evidence, but were unable to get to

their duties on account of the absence of their carts, horses, and

forage , a result of the wholesale " commandeering " indulged in on

both sides. After much hard work things began to runsmoothly.

OF
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Then came the second Boer invasion ; and the Post Office was again

down on its luck.

The first civil Mail from Bloemfontein under the new régime

reached Cape Town on the 20th of March. The first Mail from

Pretoria since the 13th October, 1899, was received on the 27th of

June . Return Mails were sent to Johannesburg and Pretoria on the

5th of July ; but owing to military exigencies the service was soon

afterwards suspended until the 5th of October, since when postal

communication has been maintained with fair regularity .

The camel post between Zwart Modder and Mier (Reitfontein ), to

which we alluded in our review of the 1899 Report, continues to

give every satisfaction . The service was, however, suspended from

the 9th of March to the 18th of May, as, in order to escape capture

by the Boers, the driver took refuge with his animals in German

territory .

An examination of the statements of revenue and expenditure for

the combined Postal and Telegraphic services, shows that on a cash

basis the Post Office was worked at a loss of £8,079 . In view ,

however, of the extraordinary expenditure which hasbeen necessitated

by the war, including the urgent and extensive repairs of the

telegraph lines , this result must be regarded as extremely satisfactory .

It is estimated that the loss of revenue through the isolation in the

earlier part of the year of Kimberley and other officesalone amounted

to £ 10,000 .

Throughout the year the exigencies of the war have caused the Post

Office staff to be worked at the highest possible pressure , often with

serious consequences to health . The amount of military work to be

dealt with has increased month by month ; but the effective force

available to deal with it remains practically unchanged. In many

instances officers - including more than one postmistress-were in

attendance several days together, snatching what sleep they could

beside their telegraph instruments. As the Postmaster -General points

out, this devotion to duty merits the highest praise, especially as it

was only by the extraordinary efforts of the staff that military tele

graphic communication was efficiently maintained at a most critical
time.

The Manchester Telegraph Messengers' Institute.

'HE Manchester Telegraph Messengers’ Institute, which has

been founded with the object of providing the boys with

opportunities for physical and moral improvement and healthy

recreation, was opened on the ist October last, and has already met

with the success which it so richly merits. The fee for membership

of the Institute is 1 /- per annum, including the Educational and the

Cycle Sections, and 1 /- per annum extra for each of the other

Sections , viz. :-Gymnasium , Swimming, Football , Cricket and

Tennis ; or a fee of 4/6 per annum (which may be paid by instal

ments), will entitle a Messenger to membership of the Institute and

all the Sections. Every Telegraph Messenger in the Manchester

District is eligible for membership .

TH
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Within a few weeks of the commencement, 250 Messengers had

joined , and at the time of writing the total membership of the

various sections was as follows :

Educational Section 195

Swimming 209

Gymnasium 172

Football 149

Cycle 143

Cricket 142

Tennis 132

The Head Quarters of the Institute are at the Manchester Social

Club , Lower Mosley Street, Manchester, which is in a central

THE OFFICIALS OF THE INSTITUTE.

position of the city, and the Institute has, in addition to the usual

class and club rooms, the use of one of the finest gymnasiums in

Manchester.

Members of the Swimming Section are entitled to free admittance

at all times to any of the Manchester Corporation First Class Plunge

Baths, and the large membership proves this Section to be the most

popular of the Institute. Its members have not, however, been able

to make very rapid progress, as, during the exceptionally dry season

in the autumn of last year, the Manchester Corporation were,

through shortness of water, compelled to close all the large Swimming

Baths.

The Manchester Telegraph Messengers' Band, which was founded

by the late Mr. Harley, has been attached to the Institute and is

making rapid improvement, being in a better condition now than it

ever has been since its commencement. The boys attend well and
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take a keen interest in the music , and the Band has become of great

value in connection with the drill instruction .

Every Thursday morning at 9 o'clock the Messengers-that is , as

many as can be spared from duty, --march off headed by their Band

to the parade ground, which is about a quarter of a mile from the

Head Office, and there go through an hour's instruction in drill. A

picture is given of a squad (about an eighth of the number that was

on parade that morning) who are at physical drill in one corner of

the parade ground.

A series of lectures are being arranged at the Institute during the

winter months ; and the first two (all that have been given up to the

time of writing ) have been well attended, over 200 boys being

present at each lecture. The first, “ The Life of Nelson , ” was given

by the Postmaster, Mr. Philips; and the second , “ The War in South

Africa ,” by the Chief Clerk , Mr. Hartley. These were illustrated

by limelight views by the Secretary, and were varied by music and

recitals. It is proposed to form a library for the members, and in

order to obtain the necessary funds, a Concert was held in the

Manchester Athenæum on the 19th November last . I have not yet

heard the financial result, but judging from the packed condition of

that spacious hall I should say that the library funds were secured :

The Messengers have shown that they fully appreciate the

advantages offered to them by membership of the Institute, and

there can be no doubt that it will prove valuable to them in moulding

their future careers. Already the punishment cases have largely

decreased, although the Messengers have been subjected to stricter

discipline than in the past ,

I am indebted to Mr. J. Light, of the Circulation Branch, Man

chester, for the photographs which were taken by him specially for

the St. Martin's- le -Grand Magazine. It is to be regretted that

views of the interior of the Institute's rooms could not be obtained

on account of the bad light experienced on every occasion when the

attempt was made.
R.C.M.

Liverpool and the Volunteer Movement.

N the concluding article on the “ Post Office and the Volunteer

Movement ” (writes Mr. E. A. May) there appeared an illus

tration of a group of postal and telegraph officials of the Liverpool

Post Office. Owing to the late receipt of the “ notes ” of the services

rendered by these gentlemen , all of whom are Volunteers, I was

unable to include a notice of their careers in that article . As

several of them have obtained high distinction in the Volunteer

service, space can perhaps be found in the present number for a

brief record of their achievements .

Of those in the front row of the picture the central figure is

Mr. George Aicken , one of the superintendents in the Telegraph

Branch . He holds the long service medal, having joined the 5th

Lancashire Rifle Volunteers as far back as 1866. He has frequently

represented his country in shooting competitions , and on several

IN
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occasions has been a member of the Irish Twenty. He has won the

Lord Lieutenant's Prize , the St. George's Bronze Cross, and the

Bronze Medal of the Lancashire Rifle Association. On one occasion

when representing Ireland he justified his selection by making top

score, and had the honour of receiving a miniature copy in bronze of

the celebrated Monasterboice Cross from the Marquis of Donegal .

Mr. Aicken has been associated with much good organizing work in

the Volunteer service.

The group also includes Sergeants Rogers , Merchant , Haycocks,

and Walker. The two last-named are in South Africa, Sergeant

Walker acting as telegraph master in Johannesburg.
He was

signaller-instructor in the ist Cheshire Regiment before going
abroad . The officer on the extreme right of Mr. Aicken is

Mr. Chappell, who served for some time with the colours before

joining the Department's service.

Other enthusiastic Volunteers in the Liverpool office include

Mr. C. Sawyer, a very popular member of the ist Liverpool R.V.;

Mr. E. J. Godwin, of the 2nd King's Liverpool R.V., and formerly

one of the old Liverpool Press Guard ; Sergeant Ben Cross , at

present in charge of a block-house in the notorious train-wrecking

district in the Transvaal, a thorough soldier, and a Volunteer of

whom both his regiment, the 2nd Liverpool, and his postal colleagues

in Liverpool are justly proud ; and Corporal E. Rogers , a consistent

and hard-working Volunteer of many years' service.

Some time ago the postal members tried to form a Post Office

Company in the 2nd Liverpool Regiment , but for a number of

reasons the project fell through . Amongst those who belonged to

the company at the time and are now doing their country's work

at the front are Messrs . Braggs , J. Fowler , J.Fowler, J. E. Jones ,

G. H. Hatton , C. A. Pearson , F. Robinson , and W. Turnbull .

Trooper Tom Fayacherly , an old artillery Volunteer , has just

returned after two years' good service at the front. Of those who

had not previously been Volunteers but most heartily answered their

country's call at the beginning of the war the Circulation Branch

contributed no small percentage of its staff - Messrs. Bumy (Sergeant ),

Blunt, Dryton , Eakins, J. W. Edwards, Hindle, Mack, Strotter,

Webb , Wright, E. J. Young, and W. W. Young ; and seven members

joined the Yeomanry-Messrs. Banks, Eaton, A. R. Evans , T. Evans

(died at Kimberley) , Hepworth, C. K. Salisbury, and J. Taylor.

The Official Overcoat.

HE following application was sent to a South Wales postmaster :

“ Please obtain the cape and light overcoat from T. Brown

and send them in here.” The postmaster did not forward the cape

and light overcoat , but something which is much more valuable -

viz.: T. Brown's lucid explanationof the matter as it concerned him.

“ Dear Sir, — The postal stores sent for the last light overcoat and

cape Saturday last . I am sorry to say that a little axedent ocor to

the coat in the winter wett weather while my Mrs. were drying the

TH
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coat her tail caught fire and was damage and then I was oblidge to

cut hur three -quarter size and find her very useful in the mornings

of fine weather.” The domestic tragedy here described is sufficiently

startling to a reader in thoseportions of the country where the sexes

are sorted according to the Will of the Almighty, to borrow a phrase

from Mark Twain, and he is thankful for the clue to the man's

meaning to be found in his concluding sentence. “ If the postal

stores want to charge for the coat I will be very please to pay for

her if you will kindly let me know her prize .” He must have meant

the coat all along, as no sane post office official would dream of

asking the Stores Departmentto name the price he could put on a

damaged wife. Even a full -sized wife would , we venture to think ,

receive from the department less than her market value.

THE

The Official Bicycle.

HE following enquiry was addressed to a sub -postmaster :

“ Be good enough to say whether any official bicycles have

been supplied to your office or to any of the sub -offices under your

control . If so I shall be glad if you will furnish below the particulars

asked for. Whenever an official bicycle is supplied , the date on

which it is brought into use must be reported to me, and without

delay. ” Then follow spaces for the particulars of such bicycle to be

entered .

The sub -postmaster evidently thought he might possibly have lost

a good thing ; but,remembering the old saying that you should not

look a gift horse in the mouth, we think his reply somewhat un

generous .

“ Sir no bycele was supplied to this office none was asked for by

me as our roads are rough and the Lanes are stoney. Please to let

me know is this bycele a free gift, if it has sollid tyres, if it is fit for

rough work, if not I beg to decline it even as a free gift.

Your obedient servant,

* )

We are informed that no attempt was made on the part of the

authorities to force a bicycle on the sub-postmaster, who is an old

man . We have heard of officers declining to receive even as a free

gift the ink and blotting paper supplied by the department; it is

our first experience of an official bicycle being refused because

it possesses pneumatic tyres .

Mail Cart in a Rhine.

'HE pitcher may have been carried to the fountain year after

year without mishap, but it not infrequently becomes broken

at last. In like manner the contractor for the Portishead, Clevedon

and Yatton mail cart service, after having driven over his route with

immunity from accident for forty years, yet came to grief in the last
week of his connection with His Majesiy's mails. The contractor's
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time table was arranged thus :- Portishead, leave 9.15 p.m.;

Clevedon, arrive 10.5 p.m. , leave 10.50 p.m .; Yatton, arrive

11.28 p.m.; attend to apparatus and up mail 12.17 a.m. , down mail

12.42 a.m. ; Yatton, leave 1.5 a.m .; Clevedon , arrive 1.48 a.m.,

depart 4.15 a.m.; Portishead, arrive 5.5 a.m.

The contractor, Mr. Dawes, now in the 64th year of his age,

having performed a part of his outward journey on the 19th Sep

tember, left Clevedon for Yatton quite sober as ever, and in his

usual health. Then comes the mystery. He did not reach Yatton

in due course, and the railway signalman intimated the failure to

Bristol, from which office the postmaster of Clevedon was advised,

who at early dawn started out a scout on a bicycle to search for the

missing mailman and mail bags . The scout discovered no signs of

man or mails between Clevedon and the Yatton apparatus station,

and going back over the same ground, he eventually met an indi

vidual who had seen an aged man with a whip in his hand wandering

on the road. This he knew to be his man, and he discovered Dawes

walking somewhat aimlessly along the road at about 7 a.m. His

explanations were not coherent. The horse had run away with him

and Aung him off the cart into a ditch ; he had tumbled off the cart

and walked into a ditch ; he had tried to knock people up to assist

him in trying to find what had become of the missing mails. In the

meantime a farm labourer going out on to the Kingston Seymour

moors to milk the cows discovered the mail cart turned over on

to its side, and thus embedded in a rhine on the roadside. The

horse also was in the rhine, up to his back, partly in mud and partly
in water. The milkman immediately started off to Clevedon to give

the alarm , and his employer, who was accompanying him onhis

journey to the milking ground, took prompt steps, in conjunction

with moor men, to drag horse and vehicle out of the mud and mire.

Fortunately the mail bags were uninjured, and the postmaster of

Clevedon , who had set out on a search, had them conveyed back to

his office. Dazed contractor Dawes, the muddy mail cart , and horse

coated with mud from head to hoofs, were got back into the town at

about 11.o a.m. It would seem that the contractor fell asleep and

tumbled from his box into the road, and that his horse wandered on,

grazing from side to side of the road , till eventually in the dark

horse and cart fell into the rhine. On coming to himself the

contractor, after trying in vain to arouse the inhabitants of roadside

houses, wandered about all night, or it may be laid down somewhere

to await the morning light. The animal was injured to such an

extent that it had to be destroyed.

R. C. T.

Departmental Golf Courses.

MY
Y mind gave birth to this fruitful idea (writes J. H.) after the

visit here of a postmaster from the South of England, who was

in search of health . He had a wan and emaciated appearance, and

was, so he informed me, suffering from insomnia . He had tried all



ST . MARTIN'S LETTER BAG. 85

the remedies under the sun , from the counting of imaginary sheep

jumping over imaginary hedges, to the stamping of innumerable

imaginary letters ; but all without avail . Drugs only aggravated the

complaint, and walking tired him without in any way conducing

to drowsiness. Very much against his will I persuaded him to have

a daily round with me on the golfcourse.

So far as I could gather, the gentleman had some official

connection with a dissenting chapel ; and it would therefore be

unfair for me to state to what extent he added to his vocabulary

during the six weeks he was under my tuition. Nor would it be fair

to myself to put on paper the many lurid sentences I uttered during

the period that my clubs were being smashed and the balls cut to

pieces. Suffice it to say that whatever deterioration his moral

character underwent his personal appearance bore out his own

statement—that he felt a new man. This gentleman returned to his

labours fresher than he had been for years, and he has, he informs

me, joined the golf course nearest to his town with the result that

his health has now become firmly re-established .

All this, of course, means a considerable saving to the Department ;

and it is suggested that it would pay the Government to establish or

lay out golf courses in the vicinity of populous centres where there

are a large number of Government employees. I might suggest

that a circular should be sent out to each head postmaster on the

following lines in order to have the idea practically considered :

“ The Postmaster-General has learned through the Medical

Officer- in -Chief that there is much less annual sick leave amongst

members of the staff who are golfers than amongst the non -golfing

staff, and he accordingly desires you to furnish answers to the

following questions

( 1 ) “ Is the postmaster a golfer ?

(2 ) “ If so, how many hours yearly does he spend on the golf

course ? (Special returns to be given for leap years. )

(3) “ State the average sick absence, to two places of decimals

of (a) officers who golf, (6) officers who think of golfing, (c) officers

who have golfed and have been unable to make any progress at the

game, ( d ) officers not included under these headings .

(4) “ Is the postmaster of opinion that officers who golf are more

amenable to discipline than their non -golfing colleagues ?

( 5 ) “ What general observations has the postmaster to make on

the question of the advisability, or otherwise, of establishing a

departmental golf course in connection with every post office in

which more than 20 persons are employed ?

I feel sure that a great deal of valuable information could be

collected if such a circular were issued ; and I make my suggestions

free, gratis, and for nothing, reserving , of course , to myself the right

to claim (as becomes a Scotsman ) any bonus or reward the

Postmaster-General may desire to give to the author of the

suggestion .
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Christmas Day.

The Christmas feast of gladness comes again ;

And sweet it is to share the children's joy

In presents , cards of happy greeting, books,

Or some new toy .

The prattle of one little voice we miss ,

Yet this we know, to sweeten sorrow's cup ,

Some angel in a Better Land has filled

Her stocking up.

But what is this ! A Christmas Card for me ?

Yes , ' tis my thoughtſul landlord writes to say,

With his respects , another quarter's rent

Is due to- day.

And this ! Have I forgotten Johnson's bill

For boots and shoes ? I surely thought 'twas paid !

It seems to me he's charging quite enough

For ready-made.

I fear to see the baker's monthly bill ,

Or learn best Dorset butter's winter price,

So oft I hear the bold request to cut

Another slice.

The children gaily talk about their school ,

Of who will leave this term and who will stay ;

The while I wonder what the “ extras are,

And how to pay.

And then I think of my own school - boy days,

And of my grandmama, the generous soul,

Who, out of pittance small, with blessings gave

A Christmas dole.

No grandmama gives meher blessing now,

And doles are just the other way about:

' Tis passing strange how many things in life

Get inside out .

Let such suffice ! Thank God I have enough

For present need—the future's in His care

And gratitude will make small earthly good
Seem double share.

So bills for bread and butter, boots and beef,

Ye shall not rob me ofmyChristmas joy,

But from the dawn till midnight hour has struck

I'll be a boy.

W. TalboT NEWMAN.

"
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Quaint Postal Addresses.

TH
THE Bristol Post Office staff, says Mr. R. C. Tombs in the

Western Counties Graphic of the 19th October last, have to

display no little perspicacity in elucidating quaint addresses on

letters going through the post. One letter was addressed simply

“ 25th March , Clifton .” To Postman Wade must go the credit of

having correctly surmised that this letter was intended for Lady

Day, the wife of the Judge of Assize , Mr. Justice Day, then staying

in Clifton. A letter addressed to “ W.D. & H.O.,” without street

or town being named, came from a distant county, and was delivered

to the firm of Messrs. W. D. & H. O. Wills & Co. , in Bristol , for

whom it was found to be intended.

The following pictorial illustrations , the blocks of which have

been kindly lent to us, demonstrate the ingenuity of sender and

acumen of officials in deciphering the addresses :

whya

LETTER DELIVERED TO Dr. W. G. GRACE, ASHLEY GRANGE , BRISTOL.

Miss у
SIX

PENCE

She

HOSPITAL

Sonses 7

LETTER DELIVERED TO Miss VIOLET ( . TANNER , THE COTTAGE

HOSPITAL, CREWKERNE.



88 ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG .

But Leaves.

UST as a leaf

Falls from the tree,

After a brief

Vitality,-

Of Nature's crown,

We, one by one ,

Each flutter down ,

Our short day done.

Storm-tossed the leaf,

Beaten by rain ,

Rustling with grief,

Drooping with pain .

Upward its gaze

Seeking the light ,

Glad in its blaze ;

Strong in its might !

Spring's promise gay,

Summer's full breath , -

Autumn's decay,–

Winter's cold death ,

Fallen and then

Once out of sight ,

Both leaves and men,

Forgotten quite !

But not in vain

Does the leaf live.

Mankind will gain

All that men give.

This year's leaf gone ?

Grown has the tree !

Our lives help on

Humanity!

G. A. Willis.

FE

“ The Red, White and Blue. ”

EW of us who are familiar with the bright red receptacles for

letters which stand like sentinels in our streets and public

highways are aware that within the British Isles there are to be found

letter boxes the separate colours of which form our national flag.

Some years ago I happened to be rushing through a sequestered

hamlet in southern Hants, astride my faithful “ bike,” on Service

bent , when suddenly I came in sight of the Vicarage . Over the

stone wall encircling it hung in luxurious profusion evergreen shrubs

indicating assuredly the peace and plenty which reigned within .

Beneath the foliage appeared an oblong of ultramarine, which on

closer inspection I found, to my great astonishment, was none other

than a real “ V.R.” letter box painted blue. Many a time and oft I

have turned over in my mind this rare find, with a view to ascertain

by whose authority the daring act had been committed, and with the

fond hope that the time would come when, having the sublime

subject of wall and pillar box rearing under review , I also might be

permitted to sanction the innovation .

Not long since, in company with one of the fraternity , I found

myself again in the Sunny South, visiting the dear old familiar town

of Ryde. From there my friend and I proposed to take a coach

ride to Ventnor. All who have visited that part of the Isle of Wight

will no doubt remember that St. John's Hill has to be mounted

before you get clear away from Ryde. At the top of the hill St.

John's Church lies nestling in grounds raised somewhat from the

road and supported by a stone wall . As we approached this wall a

smooth oblong shape was observed to cover a part of its surface,

contrasting strangely with its otherwise rugged character . On closer
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acquaintance the discovery was made that here on this sacred spot

had been erected a genuine letter box , differing in colour only from

its numerous red-coated brethren . The letter box was painted

white ; and the tricolour in letter boxes was an established fact.

J. SPARKMAN.

Mr. W. Louth.

R. LOUTH, the late superintending engineer of the Midland

District, Ireland, has recently retired under the age limit

after 48 years' service . He is one of the few remaining, members of

the old Telegraph brigade , who have done so much to develop the

Post Office Telegraph system . Mr. Louth is a native of Lincolnshire.

He entered the service of the old Electric and International Company

in 1853 and served in the late Mr. Graves ' district at Peterborough,

York , and Hull , up lo 1862 , when he was transferred to Cork at the

time the Electric Company were extending their lines from London

to the principal towns in Ireland . Up to 1870 Mr. Louth had charge
of the Company's Cork office, and acted assistant to

Mr. W. T. Ansell, the general manager for Ireland. From 1870 to

1882 he was chief technical assistant to the late Mr. Sanger, the

divisional engineer for Ireland . On Mr. Sanger's death the office of

divisional engineer was abolished, and three superintending

engineers' districts were formed, Mr. Louth taking charge of the
Midland .

Mr. Louth was one of the few and early electricians in the

Company's days, having been a deep student of the science from his

entry into the service, as wellas an extensive general reader. His

inventive faculty was also well marked, and heproposed and carried

out numerous improvements in apparatus and the working oflong lines .

He was the first, when at Cork , to introduce shunted and “ multiple

arc ” relays for the purpose of lessening their resistance at intermediate
stations, and thus facilitate the free passage of the signals . The plan

of forking long wires, at a junction point, to permit of London

working through to Cork and Dublin on the same wire was also first
used by Mr. Louth . When the transfer to the Post Office was

pending, he devised an ingenious “ double dot ” instrument which

was intended to serve as single needle, Bright's bells, inker, or
sounder. The battle of the instruments was fought out, however,

and the result was to make the dot and dash-the Morse—as nearly

universal as practicable.

In Dublin, at and after the transfer, Mr. Louth had a hard task in

effecting good working on the country wires, which, with the obsolete

magneto machines of Highton, could not work beyond 10 or 15

miles in damp weather ; in arranging for new lines and wires, and in

providing Dublin with an extensive system of underground wires

and pneumatic tubes. Atthis time he gave valuable assistance to

Mr. F. E. Baines and Mr. Sanger, who were engaged in forcing the

development of the system , and settling agreements with the many

separate railway companies which then existed in Ireland. Those
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officers, as well as the late Mr. R. S. Culley, the engineer-in -chief,

had every confidence in his ability.

One of the first things Mr. Louth had to do in 1870 was, in the

unavoidable absence of the submarine superintendent, to oversee the

laying of a new cable between Donaghadeeand Portpatrick, which ,

at the last moment, involved a serious difficulty owing to a fault

appearing when it was tested in the hold of the ship. This he

localised by passing the cable through the water in the Donaghadee

harbour. Later, Mr. Louth assisted Mr. Stearns in duplexing the

London and Dublin wires by the use of condensers and resistances

to counteract the discharge from the long Holyhead and Howth

cable. In 1878 and 1879 he made many experiments with the

telephone , which was then in its infancy.

Mr. Louth on his retirement was presented with a valuable

testimonial from his staff. He has since taken up his residence near

Croydon, where we wish him the enjoyment for many years of good

health and well -earned rest. His portrait appeared in our number

for July , 1900.

Mr. George Gilpin.

N the 7th October last Mr. George Gilpin , Chief Clerk at Brad

O
of 65 years, Mr. Gilpin has had 49 years service, as he entered the

Electric Telegraph Company as clerk at Leeds in August, 1852. In

MR. G. GILPIN .

January, 1863 , he was appointed Clerk in Charge at Bradford, and in

1870 was transferred to the department as Superintendent of
Telegraphs. In January, 1882 , he was sent to Newcastle and the

north -eastern district to assist in the organisation of the department's
telephone exchanges. He remained in that district until the autumn

of 1885 , when he was appointed Chief Clerk at Bradford, which

position he held up to his retirement.
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As his relations with the staff have been most cordial, he was not

allowed to leave without some token of remembrance, and a most

pleasant evening was spent on the 28th October, when he was

presented with a handsome case of cutlery, a smoking cabinet, and

a gold mounted walking stick . The presentation was made by the

postmaster (Mr. Storey) , whose eulogy of Mr. Gilpin's excellent

qualities was couched in happy terms. Mr. Storey referred especially

to the great assistance which he personally received from the Chief

Clerk, when, as a stranger, he came to Bradford in 1892. The

medical officer (Dr. Dunlop ), the postal superintendent ( Mr. Kemp) ,

officers from the telegraph branch , and others , bore testimony to

Mr. Gilpin's qualities , and voiced the general regret entertained at

his enforced severance from the service. All united in wishing him

health and long life to enjoy his well -earned pension.

WE

Major E. C. Badger.

E have pleasure in chronicling an event of considerable local

interest which took place at Newport, Mon., on the

16th November last , the occasion being a presentation to Major

Badger of the 2nd V.B. South Wales Borderers, on his retirement,

under the age limit, from the position of Construction Foreman,

Engineering Branch of the Post Office.

The chair was occupied by Mr. W. W. Vyle, Superintending

Engineer of the South Wales District, who, in a felicitous speech,

alluded to the old days of the Magnetic Telegraph Co. , when the

guest of the evening commenced his career as a lineman.
It was a

matter for congratulation
to be able to record his rapid advancement

both within and without the department. The Assistant Superin

tending Engineer, Mr. T. Jenkyns, made the presentation , and dwelt

upon the excellent work done by Major Bodger, both for the depart
ment and for the Volunteer movement. Amongst the many

reminiscences indulged in, reference was made to the manner in

which the Major had steadily fought his way into the Queen's 300

in 1882 and '83 .

Major Badger's volunteer service is exceptional , when all the

circumstances are considered . During the period from 1871 to

1887 , he passed through the various grades of Private, Corporal,

Sergeant and Colour . Sergeant, and on the 24th May, 1890 , was

made a Lieutenant. He rose to the position of Captain in 1898,

and on his recent retirement from the force, received permission to

wear the uniform of the battalion with the rank of Honorary Major.

He is also the possessor of two medals —the long service ( N.C.O.'s ),

and the V.D. (Officers).

We are glad to say that Major Badger is in excellent health , and

we hope that for many years to come he will enjoy his well-earned

retirement.

A.E.
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O Shrewsbury, retired undertheageregulation.

Mr. William Bell .

N the 2nd December last Mr. William Bell , Postmaster of

Mr. Bell

entered the Post Office in 1857 , and was appointed clerk at Innes

killen in September, 1859. In July, 1863, he was promoted to a

stationary clerkship under the late Mr. Barnard, then surveyor in the

Northern District of Ireland, and to an assistant-surveyorship (2nd

class) in June, 1874. His promotion to the ist class occurred on

the 22nd July, 1881. In March , 1886 , he was transferred from the

Northern to the Southern District of Ireland , with head-quarters at

MR. W. BELL.

Mallow, which were subsequently removed to Cork , where he

remained until his appointment as Postmaster of Shrewsbury on the

13th February, 1896 .

Mr. Bell served with four surveyors in Ireland, and took an active

part in the introduction of the telegraphs in January, 1870, and the

parcel post in August, 1883 . He knew personally the late

Mr. Anthony Trollope and some of his contemporaries.

TH

The Postmaster of Pretoria .

HE Natal Service has again been honoured by the promotion

of Mr. Charles Long, Controller of Telegraphs, Pietermaritz

burg, to the Postmastership of Pretoria. Mr. Long left his native

town, Southampton, for Natal twenty-one years ago, and since that

time has passed through many exciting experiences, including the

Basuto, the Zulu , and the Boer wars. For a number of years he has

held the position of Controller of Telegraphs, and his kindness of

heart and impartiality have endeared him to every member of the

service.

A presentation andbanquet were given in his honour on the 17th

August last in the Masonic Hall, Pietermaritzburg, at which were
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assembled all available members of the Post and Telegraph services

to do honour to the departing guest.

The Postmaster-General , Mr. J. Frank Brown, in making the

presentation, referred in eulogistic terms to Mr. Long's valuable

services to Natal and sincerelyhoped that he would enjoy long life

and prosperity in his new sphere of labour. The presentation took

the form of a handsome dressing case, a silver salver, and an

illuminated address, – the latter the work of a member of the local

staff. Mr. Long, who received an ovation on rising to respond , said

he was extremely sorry to leave his Natal colleagues, as he had

always found them hardworking and loyal upon all occasions. In

the course of an amusing speech Mr. Long related how, in the early

days, he was sent to a place called Estcourt, and that upon arriving

there he found the postmaster was in gaol . In those days postmasters

had also charge of the gaol; and consequently he had to lock up ,

every night, the official he had been sent to relieve. l'hings had

vastly changed since then , however, and at the present time Natal

had every reason to be proud of its Post and Telegraph service.

He could only hope that he would have as loyal colleagues in his

new position as he had had in Natal.

Mr. Sydney C. Wade.

T is no exaggeration to say that the untimely death of Mr. Sydney

C. Wade, of the A.G.D. , in October last, is a real loss to the

Department, and the deplorable event cast a veritable gloom over the

office in which for so many years he had been a bright particular
star. Mr. Wade entered the service in July, 1882 , as a Second

IT

MR. S. C. WADE,

Division Clerk, and in September, 1893 , he was promoted to the

higher grade of that division. For the past ten years or more he

acted as private secretary to the Comptroller and Accountant
General, and in that capacity he displayed the greatest intelligence

G
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cares.

and good judgment, which were fully appreciated by all the chiefs
with whom he constantly came into contact. He was one of the

most amiable and obliging of men and always had a cheery word for

everybody. His prospects were of the brightest—he was on the eve

of promotion to an Examinership-and he was free from all domestic

His sudden death , therefore, at the early age of 36 is one of

the saddest events that has occurred in the history of the A.G.D.

for many long years, and has been keenly felt by all those who were

associated with him.

Mr. J. H. Wiles.

E have pleasure in giving the portrait of Mr. J. H. Wiles,

who recently retired under the age limit from the Post

mastership of Guildford, after 45 years service. ! Mr. Wiles was

WE

MR. J. H. Wiles.

appointed Postal Clerk at Hurst Green , Sussex , in 1856 , was

transferred to Hawkhurst , Kent, as First Clerk , in November, 1869 ,

and appointed Postmaster of Guildford on the 19th January, 1877 ,

which position he held up to the 30th September last . We wish

him health and happiness in his retirement.

Mr. E. A. Ure.

R. E. A. URE, of the Intelligence Department, who is

M il
valuable presents on the 28th November last . Mr. Ure entered

the Service at Southampton in 1870, was transferred to Reading in

1871, to London in 1873 , and was promoted to the Intelligence

Department in 1878. He was employed on special telegraph duties

on several occasions during the autumn manoeuvres in the early

seventies, and also attended other special events . It may
be

mentioned that Mr. Ure is the father of four promising sons :

P. N. Ure, B.A., City of London School and Caius College, Cam

bridge ; S. N. Ure, Christ's Hospital and Lincoln College, Oxford ;
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and two younger boys who show every promise of following their
brothers to one of the universities. Mr. Ure has accepted an

invitation to visit Sydney, N.S.W., and the Cape, in the hope of

completely restoring his health, and his old colleagues heartily echo

the hope and wish him a calm sea and a prosperous voyage.”

Bravery.

N the 7th July last, telegraph messenger Alexander Sim

a
Aberdeen at a place where the current is swift, and where there is

W. HENDERSON. A. SIM .

an opposing undercurrent. In his plucky attempts Sim dived three

times before he became exhausted ; but his brave efforts were un

availing,as the body was wedged in by boulders in the bed of the
river. Sim was awarded the Honorary Vellum of the Royal

Humane Society, which was presented to him in the presence of the

staff by the Postmaster.
*

*

N the 19th July last , William Henderson, telegraph messenger,

Wick, rescued a boy from drowning in the Wick river , where

the river joins the sea. The water at the place was about ten feet

deep, and as the tide was ebbing, the boy, if he had not been

promptly rescued , would have been carried out to sea and drowned .

Henderson wasreturning to the office when he saw the occurrence ,

and he immediately threw off his cap and tunic, jumped into the

water, swam out to the boy, and brought him ashore .

On the 12th December Henderson was presented with the vellum

of the Royal Humane Society, and also received through the

Postmaster of Wick, Mr. Fowler, a handsome watch and chain

which had been subscribed for publicly.
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M. HAMPTON, a telegraph messenger employed at the

Southampton Post Office, recently performed a most plucky

and meritorious action . Hampton, who is 16 years of age, was

on the Town Quay when his attention was drawn to a little girl

struggling in the water. He dived in at once and succeeded in

rescuing the child and bringing her ashore after she had twice sunk.

As it was full tide at the time, the rescue was attended with consider

able danger. The little girl , who is only five years of age, had fallen

from the quay, and but for Hampton's courageous act would un

doubtedly have been drowned. Hampton has since been presented

with the Royal Humane Society's " Honorary Vellum " certificate.

AА

1

N Aldershot postman , Mr. Albert Edward Fowler, made his

holiday memorable by the performance of an act of gallantry

on the roth July last at Devonport. Whilst strolling towards the

beach , he saw a young woman struggling in the water. Her

companions were powerless to help her, and as her peril was

imminent, Fowler made a dive into the water, and managed to reach

her and kept her afloat until a boat came to his assistance . The

girl was then unconscious . She had been playing on the landing

place, had slipped on some seaweed , and thus fallen into the water.

Mr. Fowler has been presented with the Royal Humane Society's

honorary testimonial on vellum in recognition of his bravery.

A. E. FOWLER.
W. J. Porter.

M
R. W. J. PORTER, rural postman , Kenilworth , has been

awarded the honorary vellum " ofthe Royal Humane Society,

in recognition of a brave though unsuccessful attempt to save a boy

from drowning on the 7th of June last. The boy fell into the canal

lock at Blackby Wharf, and Porter ran to the lock and at once dived

in search of him . He had, however, been washed under the boats,
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but after repeated dives the body was found and raised from the lock .

Porter immediately attempted to restore life by means of artificial

respiration , but unfortunately without success. At the inquest he

was commended by the coroner, and the jury handed their fees to

him. It may be added that Mr. Porter is a member of the Coventry

Centre, St. John's Ambulance, and holds the certificate for first aid.

*

M
R. WALTER CANHAM , town postman at Soham , has been

awarded the bronze medal of the Royal Society for the

Protection of Life from Fire ( together with a donation ) " in recog

nition of prompt and courageous action performed by him early on

the morning of the 16th April last in saving the lives of two

servants at Soham Vicarage, whose escape had been cut off by fire.''

The fire occurred at 2 a.m. When Mr. Canham, who was on duty

at the post office close by , reached the blazing vicarage the two

women were on the sloping roof, 30 ft . from the ground, and were

clinging to a ledge about 18 inches wide. Canham searched for

a ladder and found one 20 ft . long only. Fortunately running at

right angles to the house there was a wall about 10 ft. high ; Canham

got on to the wall , pulled up the ladder, and from there mounted

on to the roof and helped the girls down entirely unaided .

R. MOOR. W. CANHAM .

W
E have much pleasure in publishing the portrait of

Mr. Robert Moor, town postman at Plymouth , who has

been presented with a testimonial from the Royal Humane Society

in recognition of his gallantry in rescuing a lad from drowning off

Plymouth Hoe on the 7th August last. Mr. Moor is also the

possessor of the Royal Humane Society's medal and the silver

medal of the Port of Plymouth , given for bravery shown on

previous occasions, for this is the third life which he has been

instrumental in saving. His portrait shows him in the uniform of

the 2nd Devonshire Volunteers, or Prince of Wales's Rifles.



98 ST . MA
RT
IN
'S

LE
TT
ER

BA
G

.

TH

The Savage Club Dinner.

'HE forty - fourth annual dinner of the Savage Club was held at

the Hotel Cecil on the 7th December, and the event is

interesting to Post Office men for two reasons— first, because our

late chief, the Duke of Norfolk, responded for “ The Volunteers, ”

and secondly, our witty contributor, J. Scott Stokes, replied for “ The

Savage Club,” which the Archdeacon of London proposed. We

give both speeches as reported in the Morning Post :

“ The Duke of Norfolk said he had to speak for the heterogeneous '

forces of the Empire, as the chairman had called them. They paid

all deference as Englishmen to the fame of the Army and Navy,

but it was his painful duty to point out that they were but modern

institutions. He represented the primeval instincts of mankind, and

those forces which waged war on the soil of Great Britain before

such a thing as discipline was understood or appreciated. He

claimed to represent all those who had made war in and for this

country throughout the long ages of the past. They had panted in

the train behind the chariots of Boadicea, they had passed the wine

cup at the Round Table of King Arthur, they had tracked the

cattle- lifter across the border into Scotland, and were called together

by feudal chiefs without any notion of discipline or how to fight

scientifically, and they had formed the second line behind the

trained archers of Cressy. Those days had passed away, and

they had had to listen to such humiliating phrases as being called

Auxiliary Forces , and they who taught men how to fight before

science and discipline had their sway had been obliged to do their

best to pretend that they were soldiers, and it had been pointed out

to them that they had deceived nobody in their attempt. If they

could not rival the disciplined forces of the Crown, let them suggest

that one of their duties was to keep alive in the minds of their

countrymen the fact that science and discipline, to do their work

properly, must have appropriate material on which to work. Science

and mathematics might produce the gun of long range and mighty

power, but if the steel were not true, or, in other words, it did not

come from Sheffield , it would burst at the earliest opportunity.

While they must have recourse to the lessons of the present day, at

least let them remember that our earlier history taught lessons which

also should be borne in mind. He ventured to say in the name of

the “ heterogeneous forces on whose behalf he spoke that while

training, discipline, science and technical knowledge were necessary

if the Navies and Armies of England were to do the work of the

future, as they had that of the past, the old restless, untiring spirit of

Englishmen must animate those services. Their chairman had

unfairly fired off at him a riddle , and his answer could only be that

of a great many other men who went out to South Africa. They

were all Englishmen , and they believed that the quarrel of England

required that every man who could should go to the war. They

went for that reason , and for no other. The chairman had suggested

that family records caused him to go out, but when volunteers were



.
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called for, and Sussex was supplying some of them, he thought the Earl

of Arundel was the last man who ought to stay behind . That alone was

the personal reason which called him out. All other reasons were

those which animated every other man who claimed the right to

serve his country,who thanked God for the opportunity given them ,

and were proud of the high honour of serving side by side with the

two great Services of the State . "

“ Mr. J. Scott Stokes said that it was gratifying to see that the

club numbered royalty among its members, and that the Archdeacon

of London vouched for its respectability. They had heard a speech

that night by the Duke of Norfolk. He had had the honour years

ago to be at John Henry Newman's School at Birmingham with his

Grace. Boys all had nicknames, and if he remembered rightly that

given to the Duke was ' greasepot.' ( Loud laughter, in which the

Duke joined.) Once when they were out walking a lad called the

Duke . a Roman Candle. There was nothing very injurious in that,

but when boys were about fourteen they resented it . The Duke did .

Now Birmingham boys—and men too-could fight, and an heroic

struggle ensued. The Duke got a black eye. When the story came

to the ears of Newman he said that what the Duke had done was a

very English thing, and all they knew of his Grace since had

emphasised the impression then made. He would not talk long , for

he had the fear of the illustrated papers before him . Last year he

made a speech , and he was sketched for the Daily Graphic, and in

the railway carriage next morning a gentleman looking at it said , ' Ugly

dog, isn't he ? ' If he went on the artist would have him again. He

must, however, thank Mr. Churchill for his fifth -form lecture, which

he would treasure among the finer lessons of his later school days,

and he hoped the ladies looking down on them , the only time in the

year they ever did , would remember that an archdeacon had vouched

for the respectability of the ' Dear Old Savage Club .” ”

TH

The Isis Swimming Club.

HE 5th Annual Entertainment of the Isis Ladies' Swimming

Club took place at St. George's Baths, Westminster, on the

2nd of October last. It has often been remarked that the ladies

of the G.P.O. appear to have no relaxation after office hours, except

that of swimming, and those who uphold this rash statement would

have, at all events,to grant that they do it remarkably well had they

been present on this occasion. We say “ had they been present,

advisedly, because this and suchlike wise saws usually originate in

those departments of the G.P.O. where the frou -frou of a skirt is

not an accustomed sound , and this entertainment was purely a

feminine function , both from a performing and a spectacular point of

view. This explains why St. Martin's was represented by a perfidious

Angelina , who, though she covered her programme vigorously with

notes, absolutely refused when the day of publication arrived to

produce them.
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The Isis Club is for lady members of the Service and their

friends. It has a large following in all the offices, but the Savings

Bank predominates. Miss Smith , the Savings Bank Superintendent, is

the president of the club ; its present captain ,Miss Masson, and the

indefatigable secretary and treasurer, Miss Jessie Shackleton, to

whose efforts its satisfactory position is in a great measure due , are

also in the same department.

The prizes , which left nothing to be desired (if the Tenth Com

mandment was rigidly adhered to , were on exhibition in the

entrance hall of the bath , tastefully displayed amid a wealth of

autumnal blossoms. The labels attached to the majority proved

that many of the club's well-wishers had shown their support in a

substantial manner. Miss Smith had presented the first prize-a

case of silver writing implements , and her example had been

followed by many of her officers.

The gallery round the bath was crowded with spectators , each

branch being represented. Some seats were reserved alongside the

bath itself, where Miss Edkins (again of the S.B.D.) sat when not

engaged in distributing the prizes to the fortunate recipients. Here

also , at the deep end, sat the Press, including the faithless Angelina .

The beginners' race was won by Miss E. Masson , the 20 yards

club handicap by Miss A. R. Scott , the 30 yards by Miss Cox, with

Miss J. Edwards as second . The Misses Masson and Robinson ,

attired as Jack and Jill , gave a life-saving performance.

The 60 yards club handicap ( Class I. ) was won by Miss Cameron

and Mi Sayle. In the 60 yards (Class II . ) Miss Heaseman was

the winner. The 90 yards handicap, the prize for which was given

by Miss Smith, was won by Miss Cave , Miss Whitelaw coming in

second . The back race prizes fell to Miss Cave and Miss Lucas .

Miss Boyce, the well-known professional and the instructress to the

club, gave a display of ornamental swimming. Then followed a

hoop race , won by Miss Livens and Miss Robinson ; a cork -catching

competition, Miss May carrying off the prize on a record of six

captured corks; the club team race, won by Miss May's team , and a

clothes race , Miss Masson getting in first and Miss Bexfield a close

second. The evening closed with a water polo match.

With the presentation of boxes of chocolate to the winning team ,

the table was bereft of its last prize. Miss Edkins retired with a vote

of thanks and a beautiful bouquet. The audience dispersed, the

Press retired for refreshments, Angelina with that programme

covered with notes destined to be wasted . She is a faithless woman !

M. H.

The Savings Bank Messengers.

HE annual inspection of the Savings Bank Messengers took

place at the Drill Hall , Farringdon Road,on Wednesday, the

27th November. One hundred and fifty -two boys paraded under

the direction of Captain F. J. Brett of the Savings Bank, who was

assisted by Inspector Holt and Colour- Sergeants Hobson and Beer.

After the boys had been put through theirusual exercises, in which

T
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they appeared to us to ; show great skill and excellent form ,

:-Sir George Murray gave ån address, and congratulated the boys on

their smart appearance. He emphasised the important part that

discipline and obedience to orders , which they learnt in such

exercises, played in life. To do what they were told to do was a

necessary lesson , and Sir George playfully added even he had to do

as Mr. Lang directed him . Mr. Lang, Controller of the Savings

Bank, thanked Sir George for being present, and Colonel Grene, of

the 2nd London Rifles, and Captain Brett, for their services to the

corps. Our sketches of these gentlemen are by Mr. K. O'B .

Martyn of the Savings Bank.

Literature in the Postal Order Branch .

N Thursday the 5th December there were two interesting
meetings in the City of London . The one was at the

Guildhall to welcome the Prince and Princess of Wales on their

return to England ; the other was in the Lady Superintendent's

room, Postal Order Branch , for the purpose of congratulating those

writers of The Boomerang (the magazine conducted by the ladies),

the merit of whose contributions had earned for them presents of

books. It seems that Mr. Bennett , the Editor of St. Martin's-le

Grand , had been asked to select out of the contributions published

in The Boomerang during 1901 those of special excellence, and the

Committee of Management had arranged to give presents to the

writers. So far, however, as poetry was concerned , Mr. Bennett had

handed over the business of judging to Mr. H.C. Somers , of the

London Postal Service, who is known in the pages of St. Martin's

le -Grand as Talbot Thynne, and sometimes simply as T.T. The

ladies who received presents in the shape of books for prose

contributions were Mrs. Durrant ( Miss Edith Temple), Miss Walters,

Miss Maud Hotine, Miss Feek, Miss E. Hills, and Miss Wedd,

while Miss M. Filsell was adjudged the best in poetry, with Miss

Wedd second best. Mr. Bennett gave the books which were given for
the best essay .

Mr. Bennett and Mr. Somers were present at the gathering in the

Lady Superintendent's room, and Miss Brown herself acted as

hostess . Tea was provided , the books, the judges, and the

successful candidates were on view , and a very pleasant hour was

spent. We are glad to know our little contemporary, which is

almost of the same age as ourselves, is flourishing, and that Miss
Feek is the new editor.

The Cost of a Legacy.

'HE following appeared in a recent number of the DailyTHGraphic:
“ To inherit a small sum of money appears to be a somewhat

expensive affair in Italy. In a little town of the Romagna there

died some months ago a young man who left behind him 4 lire

58 centesimi , or not quite four shillings. This sum, which had been

deposited in the Post Office SavingsBank, became the property of
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the father on the young man's death . As the amount was so trifling,

the father deemed it unnecessary to make a declaration of the legacy

as the law prescribes, especially as the stamped paper on which the

declaration has to be made would cost i lire 80 centesimi (about

IS. 5d .) . Three months afterwards, however, he received a demand

for the payment to the local State Treasury of 14 lire 48 centesimi

( 11S. 5d.) as legacy duty and fine for omitting to make the necessary

declaration . The father, thinking a mistake had been made, took

no noticeof this demand, with the result that a few days ago an

official called upon him and demanded the immediate payment of

18 lire ( 145. 3d.) . The man had not sufficient money in hand and

the official consequently took possession of the man's furniture .

The cost of the seizure brought the total sum to 30 lire (235. 9d .),

which the poor man had to pay the same evening to avoid the sale

of his goods by auction — that is to say, he paid £ 1 35. 9d . for a

legacy of 3s. 7d .”

Odds and Ends.

E greatly indebted to

We distinguished aeronaut, for the interesting articlehe has
contributed to our columns . We are also indebted to Mr. Edward

W. Wedlake, of the Surveyor's Department, for introducing us to

Mr. Bacon, and interesting thatgentleman in our magazine. There

is no body of men who can help and have helped us so much as the

Surveyor's Department, and when the history of St. Martin's-le

Grand comes to be written, it will have to be told therein that

behind the scenes, and in a way which does not come before the

public, nobody has rendered us greater assistance than Mr. Wedlake.

* *

А
FITTING completion to the efforts made by our fellow subjects

in Newfoundland to do honour to our future king and queen ,

is the issue of a special postage stamp of 4 cents bearing an

engraving of the Duchess of Cornwall (now Princess of Wales) .

The stamp, which has been produced by the American Bank Note

Company of New York, is a pleasing addition to the royal portrait
gallery series of postage stamps current in the Colony. This

series is made up as follows:

1 cent stamp ( Prince Edward of York) .

( Her late Majesty Queen Victoria ) .

( King Edward VII . ) .

3 (Queen Alexandra) .

4 (The Princess of Wales) .

5 (The Prince of Wales) .

I
>>

2

> >

*

IT
T might be considered of sufficient official interest to record in

the pages of this magazine that there are now living in Dundee ,

Scotland, members of the families of no fewer than five successive

Postmasters of that city.
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Miss Bell, a very old lady, is the daughter of Mr. Robert Bell,

who was Postmaster for about 40 years previous to his death while

still in office in 1857. There are the daughters of his successor,

Mr. William Gibb, who was on the staff of that office from 1839 to

1889 , and Postmaster from 1857 till his retirement ; there is a son

of his successor, Mr. George Henderson Gibb, who was Postmaster

from 1889 to 1897 , when he was transferred to Brighton ; there are

the sons of his successor, Mr. W. K. Bryson (as well as Mr. Bryson

himself), who retired in December, 1900, on attaining 65 years of

age ; and there is the family of the present Postmaster, Mr. W.

Taylor. It is doubtful if any town canshow a similar record .

WE
E have received a copy of A Trip to the Land of the

Midnight Sun, by Richard E. Cove, the Postmaster of

Scarborough. It is printed for private circulation , but is a very

readable account of a trip to Norway, and is daintily published.

* *

*

THE
HE following Postal Administrations have consented to treat

New Zealand penny letters as fully prepaid :--

1. In Europe : Portugal , Italy, Servia and Switzerland .

2. In Asia : Siam.

3. In Africa : Egypt and Liberia .

4. In America : Chili , Costa Rica , Mexico, Nicaragua,

Paraguay and Peru.

*

WE
E find it quite impossible , save in exceptional cases, to

notice the circumstances attending the transfer of an

officer from one post to another. But Mr. Plackett has been

twenty years an Inspecting Telegraphist for the North Eastern

District of England, and has recently been promoted to the

Controllership of Telegraphs at Edinburgh, and he has received

from his old staff quite an exceptional testimonial . There were

249 subscricers, all of whom were Postmasters, Sub-Postmasters, or

officers of the class of Chief Clerks and Superintendents. £50 was

collected , and the presents were of an exceedingly handsome

character.

O
N the occasion of his transfer as Surveyor from the Northern

District of Ireland to the South Midland District of

England, Mr. T. P. Barnard was the recipient of some valuable

gifts, including a study table , from the Postmasters of his old

district . The presentation was made by Mr. F. S. Smyth (ex

Postmaster of Londonderry ), and took place at Belfast on the
IIth October last .
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MR intending Engineer,Metropolitan District, has had 35 years
service, and for the last four years has held the position of Super

intending Engineer of the South Midland District. On leaving for
London, Mr. Woods was presented by his colleagues with a gold

watch as a mark of their esteem .

A
TELEGRAPH messenger was assaulted while on duty and

was laid up in consequence. The following is taken from
his Tetter of explanation : “ One of them threw the core of an apple

at me which hit me in the ear ; I took no notice of that and walked

on , and they then threw their hats at me. I turned round and was

about to say, ' Who are you throwing at ? ' when I took my own

part and hithim back, and a crowd gathered. I stopped to pick up

my hat when he kicked me, which proved fatal, and ran away:

But the end is happily not yet, as the boy concludes, " I hope it will

not last long."

ERE is a case for Mr. Podmore and the Psychical Research

H . ,
and shortly afterwards the following letter was received in the

Department :

" The bank book has been found. It seems that the book had

been placed between the lid and a box of a stationery case , the

position of lid and box having been reversed ; that is the box was

put into the lid instead of the lid being put on the box. Mrs.

had searched through the contents of this box many times, and

curiously enough she states that the secret was revealed to her in a

dream .”

A
TRAVELLING Post Office Sorter was reported for an

erroneous entry of a registeredletter, and his explanation has

literary merits which make it worthy of a place in these pages.

“ The explanation of this pyschological blunder lies , no doubt, in

the fact that when separating the registered letters for St - port

from those for So- -port, the importance of the distinction

occupied the field of consciousness to the exclusion of everything

else.

“ On no other hypothesis can I actionally explain this inverted

advisal , which I regret.”

We can imagine the expression on the chief's face while this

explanation was being read without, perhaps, being understood. Is

not this also a case for the Psychical Research Society ?
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“ Ό '
NCE bitten, twice shy. " The following speaks for itself :

“ Will you be kind enough to let me know if Mr. John

Smith has got a hundred pounds in the Savings Bank, and if so

will you kindlylet meknow, as he has been paying his address to

me for some time. Has I am only a widow woman and do not

wish to be taken in by him .”

TH
HE sender of a telegram in a Midland district having had

occasion to complain of its incorrect transmission, received a

reply from the Department which he happened to show to the clerk

in fault, before the official papers on the subject reached the latter.

This called forth the following statement from the clerk when

furnishing his explanation to his superior officer :

“ I have been shown the apology received by Mr. the

complainant, from the G.P.O. with reference to this mistake, and it

states that the clerk in error has been severely admonished, ' and as

I am the clerk I do not understand why I have not been severely

admonished .' ”

Surely such nobility of disposition, which not only accepts the

Department's ruling, but is eager to have the full punishment meted

out, deserves recognition .
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Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

.
.
.

> .
.
.

...

.
.
....

2

S.O. Smart, H. F. Deputy Staff. Offr. Clk ., L. Div., S.B. , '81 ;

S.O., ’83 ; Clk ., 2nd

Cl., '93 ; ist Cl . , '97

Smith , W. H. Clk . ,3rd Cl.,Supply . Boy Clk ., A.G.D., '96 ;

Est . Člk . , 2nd Div. , '98

Phillips, P. W .... Boy Clk . , S.B. , '94 ; CIk . ,

2nd Div . , '98 ; Clk. ,

R.L.O. , 'oj

Smith , H .... Clk . , 2nd Div ., A.G.1 .,

'98

Newlands, J. Traffic Manager 1871 ; Asst. Super, '91 ;

ist Cl . , '96 ; Super,'97 ;

Cont. Tel . Off ., Edin. ,

98

Regy. ... Sherwin , T. Asst . Registrar 1871 ; Asst . M.L.B . , '81 ;

Rgy . Asst . , 84 ; Ist

Cl . , '94

Ford, F. C. Asst . Ist Cl . ... 1876 ; Pr. Sr. , S.B. , ' 78 ;

Regy. Asst . , S.O. , '86

Micklewright, 1878 ; Pr . Sr. , S.B . , '82 ;

T. W. Regy. Asst. , S.O. , '86

Flanagan , J. 2nd Cl . Sr. , Cir. Off ., '93

England , S. H .... Sr. , Cir. Off ., '97

Perrott, H. Sr., Cir . Off., '97

Wood, W. P. Pn . , Norwood , '95

Dyer, M .... Sr. , S.W. , ²96

Russell , F.... Sr. , Cir . Oft ., '98

Goodfellow , W. Sr. , Cir. Off ., '96

Russell, J .... S.C. & T,, Glasgow , ’96

A.G.D. Modlen, A. E ... Cik.,2nd Div.,Hr.Gr. 1882

Pearson , F. J. 1883

Armstrong, J. R. 1885

C.H.B. Miss B. Woods... Clk . , Ist Cl. 1886

c.r.o. Morgan , C. A .... Super . , Hr. Gr. E.T. Co. , '57 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Super., '94

Adams, A. J. A. 1871 ; Super., '95

Coates , A .... E.T. Co., '65 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst . Super., '85

Lister, J. E.T. Co. , '59 ; G.P.O.,

? 70 ; Asst. Super.,'86

Goodwin , A. F. Asst . Super. , IstCl . 1870 ; Asst . Super. , '93

Bathurst , O. 1870 ; Asst . Super . , '93

James, S. M. 1870 ; Asst . Super . , '93

Barfield , F. 2n ci. 1875 ; Sen. Tel.,'95

Murray , J. B. 1875 ; Sen. Tel . , '95

Twyman , G. H. New'cle-on-Tyne, '74 ;

C.T.O., 76 ; Sen.Tel.,

>

.
.
.

.
.
.

>>

.
.
.
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OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

C.T.O.

.
.
.

...

.
.
.

1877

E. in c.0 .

Underwood , G.T. Asst . Super . , 2nd Cl. Hastings, '75 ; C.T.O.,

'76 ; Sen. Tel . , '95

Furby, F. J. Over. & Senr. Tel . 1877

Dauncey, H. E. 1877

Kellett, J.... 1879

Gunter, T. W.. 1877

Foord , W. G.

Servagnet , E. A. Sub. Tel . Co. , '80 ;

C.T.O. , '89

Brown , W. Tech. Offr ., Ist Cl . U.K.T. Co. , '70 ; Tel . ,

G.P.O.,Newcastle,'70 ;

Insp. , E. in C.O., '83 ;

Tech. Offr., '99

Woods, J. W. ... Super. Engr. , Lond . U.K.T. Co .,'66; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst . Supg.Engr.,

'92 ; Supg.Engr.,Provs.,

'97

Harrison , T. M. T. Co. , '61 ; Tel . ,

G.P.O. , Hull,'70 ;Insp. ,

E , in C.O. , '80 ; Asst .

Supg. Engr., Provs . ,

'96 ; London , ' oo

Hook , G. W. Provs. 1870 ; Senr. Engr., '87 ;

Asst. Supg.Engr., '95

West, T. J. Asst. Suptg. Engr. , E.T. Co.,'65; Tel.,Hull,
London '70 ; Insp .,E. in C.O.,

83; Asst.Suptg.Engr.,

Provs. , '99

Noble, W. Tel.Aberdeen ,'77; Engr. ,

'93 ; Ist Cl . , '97 ; Tech.

Offr., '99

Jenkyns, T. Provs. Tel . , Manchester, °70 ;

Engr., '85 ; Ist Cl.,'94

Stephenson , G .... Engr . , Ist Cl. Tel., Glasgow ,'81; Junr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '85 ;

Engr. , '92

Stannage, G. S. C. & T. , Belfast, ’79 ;

Junr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,

*85 ; Senr. Clk . , ' 93 ;

Engr . , '95

Medlyn, W. J.... Tel., Cardiff, '88 ; Junr .

Cik. , E. in C.O. , '91 ;

Relay Clk. , '92 ; Engr. ,

'96

Sullivan , J. W .... Tel., Cork , : 76 ; Resgd. ,

'77 ; Tel . , C.T.O . , '89 ;

Engr. , '96

Turner, E. Tel . , L'pool , '88 ; Junr.

Cík. , Ē . in C.O. , '91 ;

Engr. , °96

Taylor, J. D. Stg. Clk ., Leeds, '89;

Junr. Clk ., E. in C.O.,

91 ; Engr. , '97

Ivison , E. J. Tel.,C.T.O .,'86 ; Resgd.,

'92 ; Sub. Engr., '94 ;

Engr. , '97

,
,

>
>

:
)

,
,

,
,

2

,
,
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OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

وو

E. in C.O. Kennedy, D. H. Engr. , ist Cl. Tel , New'cle , '85 ; Junr.

Clk ., E.in C.O., '95 ;

Sub.Engr. , '96 ; Engr. ,

'98

Booth, A. C. Tel. , C.T.O. , '88 ; Relay

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '95 ;

Engr. , '98

Stanhope, J. H. Tel. , Leeds, '80 ; Sub

Engr., '96 ; Engr . , '98

Price, J. P. S.C. & T., Chester, ’85 ;

Sub -Engr.,'96 ; Engr. ,

'93

Shaughnessy, Tel., C.T.O., '87 ; Sub
E. H.

Engr., '96 ; Engr. , '98

Heath, F. W. ... Ch. Clk. (London) 1880 ; Tel. L.P.S., 83;

Junr. Clk. , E. in C.O.,

84 ; Senr. Clk . , '95

Cooke, A. E. ... Tel., Cheltenhan , '77 ;

B’gham , :78 : Junr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , ’83 ;

Senr. Clk . , Provs. , '91

Lakey, E. A. Relay Clk. , Lr. Sec. S.C. & T. , Grimsby, ’92

Salter , F. J. Junr. Clk. , London Tel . , C.T.O., '89

Harris, W. T. Tel . , C.T.O. , '89

Appleyard, E. P. Provs. S.C. & T. , M'cheter, '87

L.P.S., Cont.'s Rowe, E. A. Clk ., 2nd Cl .... Stg. Clk. , Portsmouth,

Off.
'84 ; Clk . , C.O. , L.P.S. ,

'93

Cir. Off. Marchant, H. W. Insp. 1874 ; Lobby Offr., '85 ;

Over. , '93

Sandy, S. J. 1876 ; Sr. , '79 ; Over.,93
Simmons, A. Over. 1878 ; Lobby Offr., '98

E.C. Parke, C. Insp .-in-Ch., U. Sec. 1870 ; Super., '90 ; Insp.,

Lr. Sec . , '95

Gowing, H. J. ... Insp.- in - Chge. E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

370 ; Super., '92 of

Miss E. A. Fone Super. , 2nd Cl. 1875 ; Super., 4th Cl. ,

'95 ; 3rd Ci . , '98

S.A.Galbraith 3rd Ci. 1880 ; Super. , 4th Cl . , '98

F. J. Hubble 4th Ci . 1883

W.c .... Oulet , J.J.
... Insp .-in -Chge, 1856 ; Sr .,'62 ; C.C . & T.,

'67 ; Sen. Tel. , '92
W. Blackley, C. 1870 ; C. C. & T. , ° 73 ;

Sen. Tel . , '92

Stephenson , C .... 1870 ; Sen. Tel . , '82

Padd .... Miss E. E. Super., zrů ci . 1872 ; Super. , 4th Ci.,'98
Hanshaw

E. Simmons , G. S ... Over. & Sen. Tel. ... 1880

S.W .... Reilly, W.... Asst. Super. 1867 ; Over., '81 ; Insp. ,

S.E. , '96

Page, J. R. Insp. 1871 ; Over. , '85

S.E. Broadbent, T. H. Over. & Sen. Tel... 1880

N. Rich , E. Over. 1877 ; Hd . Pn . , '93

N.W .... Pedder, J .... Clk. Boy Clk . , A.G.D. , '96 ;

Clk . , 2nd Div . , S.B. ,

'98

...

,
,

... ...

>

>

H



IIO PROMOTIONS.

OFFICE, NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

...L.P.S. , N.W .... Bartholomew, J .. Over.

M.0.0. Parker, W.J. Clk. , Ist Ci .

Bolger, J.... Clk. , 3rd. Cl....

Harty, W....

Betchley, T. J....

1883 ; Sr. , '85

Clk. , 2nd Div ., '85

C. C. & T. , W.C. , '93;

Asst., Regy., S.O . , 'oi

Sr ,, Cir . Offr., '98

Asst. Clk. , S.B. , '96 ;

Asst ., Regy ., S.O .,'or

C.H.B., '89 ; M.O.O.,

'98

C.H.B. , '91 ; M.O.O.,

.
.
. Miss M. M. Baker Clk. , ist Cl . ...

.
.
.

.
.
. E. M. Smith

.
.
.

'98

P.S.D.

R.Ľ.o.

:
:
:

i
i

:

S. B.D.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Sur.'s Dept.

.
.
.

Hardham , H. A. Jr. Clk. Tel. , C.T.O. , '93

Boyle, J.J. Tel. , C.T.O. , '95

Atkins, C.... Clk ..... C.C. & T., W .,' 96 ; Asst. ,

Regy ., S.O., 'oo ; Exr. ,

T.S.D. , 'OI

Frith , J. C. Clk . , Ist Cl . ... Boy Clk . , C.D., '72 ; Est .

S.B. , ’75 ; Hr. Gr. , '94

Horn, A. ... Clk . , 2nd Div. , Hr. 1881

Gr.

Banks, C. E. Boy Clk. , M.O.O. , '80 ;

Clk . , Lr. Div. , S. B . , '82

Hutchings, T. S. 1883

Barrett , W. S.... Boy Clk ., '84 ; Clk. , Lr.

Div. , '86

Hemstock, A. Boy Clk. , Army Clothg.

Dept., '85 ; Clk. , and

Div . , S.B. , '87

McDonald, J. L. Sur. Boy Clk. , M.O.O., '73 ;

Est.,'78; Sur.Clk .,'85;
Asst . Sur., ist Cl . , '94

Kelly, T. ... Asst . Sur., ist Cl . . Clk ., 2nd Div ., S.O.,

Dub ., '87 ; Asst . Sur. ,

2nd Cl . , '92

Bond, A. B. Travg. Clk . ... S.C. & T. , Bridgwater,

'87 ; Sur. Sta . Clk. , '95

Fowles, F.... Tel . , Leeds, '82 ; Sur.

Sta . Clk. , '93

... Arscott, W. Hd, Sta . Clk . Stg. Clk ., Plymouth , '84 ;

Asst. Hd. Sta .Clk. , '93

Calvert , A. G. ... Stg. Clk. , Newcastle, '82;

Sur. Sta. Cik ., '93 ;

Asst. Hd. Sta. Clk., '95

Hunter, G. Asst . Hd . Sta . Clk . 1885 ; Stg. Clk. , New

castle , '86 ; Sur. Sta .

Clk . , '93

Woodward , T. Sta . CIk.... S.C. & T., Dover, '88

Dawkes, G. Insp . Tel . Tel., Leamington Spa,

'74 ; S. C. & T. ,

Brighton, '84

Hutchison, W. Tel ., Edinburgh, '84

رو

> >
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PROVINCES-ENGLAND and WALES.

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Birmingham

",

99

2

:
:

:
:

:

...

:
:

Brighton

Weightman,E.J.S. Asst . Super . , Ist Cl. 1874 : Assist. Super. ,

(P.) 2nd Cl . , '88

Howes , W. J. ... 2nd Cl. 1875 ; Stg. Clk. , °79 ;

( P.) Clk. , '92

Wall, A. W. 1879 ; Stg. Clk. , '81 ;

Clk. , ’92

Lamerton , E. A. 1885 ; Clk ., '97

Haywood, H. Cik ? (P.) ... 1882

Mac Gregor, D. 1884

Collins, C. J. 1886

Hobbs, E.J. 1886

Gibson , F. H. 1887

Day, R. P. 1887

Haslam , J. Asst. Super. Ist Cl. M.T. Co., '59 ; G.P.O.,

(T. ) '70 ; Clk ., '89 ; Assist.

Super., '92

Houlder, J. 2nd Cl. 1870 ; Clk. , '92

( T.)

Wright, A. E. Clk . (T. ) 1876

Grafton, A. 1876

Agate , W. D. Asst. Super. (P. ) 1886 ; Clk . ( P.), '99

Pool, J. Clk . (P. ) 1873 ; Stg. Clk ., ’75

Packham , T. 1880 ; Stg. Clk , '87

Sarah, W. C. Asst. Super., ist Cl. 1877 ; Clk ., '86 ; Assist.

( P. ) Super . , '90

Haxell, G. E. ... E.T. Co. , '64 ; G.P.O.,

' (T.) '70 ; Clk. , '86 ; Assist.

Super, '90

Miss A.M.Veysey Asst. Super. 1879

Phillips, W. Clk. (T.) 1871

Mavall, C.... Asst . Super. 1882 ; Clk . , '88

Williams , F. W. Clk . 1885

Miss A. E. Passey Asst. Super. S.C. & T., Penrith, '86 ;

Cheltenham , '87

Harris, J. B. ... Ch . Clk.... S.C. & T.,Lancaster ,'82 ;

Newport, Mon., '89 ;

Clk. , '92 ; Ch. Clk. ,

Pontypridd, '95

Barker, W. T.... Super. (T. ) E.T. Co., 65 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Clk ., '87 ; Assist .

Super. (T.) , Northamp

ton, '96 .

Kershaw , J. Asst . Super. (T. ) ... U.K.T.Co., '63; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk., '94

Hughes, E. J. ... Clk. (T. ) E.T. Co. , '63 ; G.P.O. ,

9

Bristol

Cardiff

Cheltenham

:
:
:
:
:

Chester

.
.
.

.
.
.

'70

.
.
.Coventry

Crewe

Exeter

Oakey, J... Clk .

Birchenough ,J. S. Asst. Super.

Willcocks, J. ( P. )...

1887

1882 ; Clk . , '99

Stg. Clk . , Newton Ab .

bot, '76 ; Stg. Clk . '77 ;

Clk ., Leeds, '90 ; Clk .

( P. ) , Exeter, '94

1879

1881

Watkins, H. C.

Rowe, R. C.

Clk . (P.)

Clk.Falmouth



II2 PROMOTIONS

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

1

29

...

.
.
.

Hull ... Anson , R.... Super ( P. ) 1873 ; Assist. Super. , '91

Goodwin , F. W. Asst . Super. S.C. & T. , ’77 ; Insp . of

Pn . , '85 ; Clk. ( P.), '91

Nunn , F. Clk . 1883

Liverpool Scoins, H.... Asst . Super. , ist Cl. 1873 ; Clk ., ’90 ; Asst .

Super, 2nd Cl. , '98

Kindleysides , T. 2nd Cl. 1876 ; Clk. , '93

Clark , F. Clk. 1885

Llanelly Thomas, D. 1875 ; S.C. & T., 87

Malvern Hillman , J. S. 1885

Manchester Hartley, H. Ch. Clk.... 1872 ; Clk . , '81 ; Asst .

Super., 2nd Cl . , '87 ;

Ist Cl . , '92 ; Super . ,

'93 ; Ch. Super . (P. ) , '98

Rogers, A. Ch. Super. (P. ) 1865 ; Asst. Super., 2nd

Cl. '90 ; ist Ci , '96

Toy, T. Super . ( P.) 1872 ; Cik. '85 ; Asst .

Super. , 2nd Cl., '93 ;

ist Cl . , '96

Tildesley, W. Asst . Super . , Ist Cl. 1874 ; Clk ., '90 ; Asst .

( P.) Super. , '96

Ford, R. 2nd Cl. 1879 ; Clk . , '95

( P. )

Miles, D. G. 1880 ; Clk . , '95

Parker, T. Cik. ( P.) 1885

Brigrall , G. M. 1881

Lawrie, W. Southampton , ’79 ; Man

chester, '91

Evans, J. E. ( T. ) 1876

Newcastle-on Nicol, J. R. Asst. Super., Ist Cl. 1878 ; Clk . , '86 ; Asst .

Tyne ( P. ) Super., 2nd Cl. , '98

Coulson, J. E .... 2nd cl. 1882 ; Clk . , '98

( P. )

Graham , J. Clk. (P. ) 1882

Newport, Mon. Fowles,E.T. 2. Asst. Super.( P. ) ... S.C. & T., Cardiff,'81 ;
S.C. & T., '85 ; Clk . ,

Malvern , '91

Newton Abbot Player, T. H. R. Clk . S.C. & T.,Abergavenney ,

...

...

.
.
.

’86 ; Swindon , ’96

Northampton ... Ridgway, W. Clk . ( P. ) 1877

Nottingham Tansley, W. Asst . Super. 1877 ; Clk . , '93

Hodgkinson ,G. Clk . 1884

Hinch, J. Y.

Purdy, F. 1886

Plymouth Taylor, A. B. ( P. ) 1885

Pontefract Ihbotson , T.E. 1887

Sheffield ... Stewart, R. Asst. Super., Ist Ci. Stg Clk. , ° 78 ; Clk . ,

( P. ) Darlington, '91 ; Asst .

Super. , 2nd Cl., Shef

held , '96

Miss K. Chappell Asst . Super. 1895

Shrewsbury Mis:M.E.Stevens 1888

Stroud Fuge , W. G. Ch . Čik .... 1882 ; Clk . , '90

Morris, A. H. Cik . 1883

وو

1884
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT, PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Swindon ... Purser, H. A. W. Ch . Clk....

Hilder, W. W .... Asst. Super.

Dixon, J. E. Clk.

*
*
*

Tamworth

Teignmouth Medland , F. E ....

Tunbridge Wells Rofe, T. Ch. Clk....

Windsor ... Beasley, J. H. Clk .

Wolverhampton Douglas, T. D .... Super . ( P.)

S.C. & T. , Stroud, ’83 ;

Clk. , Hereford , '93 ;

Asst . Super. , Swindon ,

'or

1872 ; Clk ., '89

S.C. & T., Ashby-de-la

Zouch, '88

1887

1886 ; Clk . , '94

1887

Tel. , C.T.O. , '81 ; Stg.

Clk. , B'ham, :83 ; Asst.

Super. (P. ) , Wolver

hampton, '93

1874 ; Clk. , '89

:
:
:

Dawkes, W. Asst . Super (P.)

IRELAND

...Belfast Parker, A. F. Asst. Super., 2nd 1884 ; Clk. , '89

Cl. (P. )

Dublin, A.O .... O'Connor, J. P. . Clk . , 2nd Div. , Hr. Clk. , 2nd Div., Ex. &

Gr. Aud . Off ., '84 ; A.O. ,

Dub . , '87

Stg. Off. Hawkins, W. T. Cik. S.C. & T. , Cork, '85 ;

Queenstown, '96

O'Donnell, J. R. S. Č . & T., London

i derry, '96

SCOTLAND.

...

:
:

Dundee ... Winter, D. L. ... Clk . ( T. ) 1875

Edinburgh, Tel. Plackett, J. W. Cont. U.K.T.Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

Off . Leeds, '70 ; Insp . Tel. ,

Sur. Dep. , '82

McNab, J. Asst . Super. , 2nd Cl. 1871 ; Clk ., '96

Watson, T. M. E.T. Co., '62 ; G.P.O. ,

Leven ,'70 ; Edinburgh,

71 ; Clk. , '97

Isles , A. Clk . 1881

Gray, J. A. 1882

Glasgow Payne,w. Super. ( T.) E.T. Co., 64 ; G.P.C.,

°70 ; Asst. Super., 2nd

Čl . , ’90 ; Ist Čl., 91

Armour, W. Asst. Super., 2nd Cl. 1874 ; Clk. , '96

( T.)

Stevens, A. R .... Clk . (T. ) 1879

King, J. 1878

McLachlan, J.
1880

McAuslan, R. 1880

Marshall , A. 1880

McQueen, A. 1880

Motherwell Robertson, G.
1887 ; S.C. & T. , '91

Perth Allen, D. Asst. Super. (T. ) 1875 ; Clk . , '95

Dewar, P.... Clk. (T.) 1892

.
.
.

زو
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT .. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

> 99

>>

S.O.... Tapp , G. R. Clk . , 2nd Cl. , Old Clk. , C.D. , '60 ; Clk. ,

Est . Pte. Wires Bch ., S.O. ,

'70 ; Clk. , 3rd Cl . ,

Grade II . , '78 ; Grade

I. , '80 ; 2nd Cl . , '86

Regy. Johnson , H. Asst . , Ist Cl .... Norwich, '64 ; E.C. , '68 ;

Asst.,Regy .,S.O .,'69 ;

ist Cl. , '84

A.G.D. Taten, H.... Clk . , 2nd Div. Clk . , U.K.T. Co. , '63 ;

G.P.O. , A.G.D., '70 ;

Clk. , 2nd Div. , '90

* Vokes, H .... Boy Clk ., A.G.D., '96 ;

Clk . , 2nd Div. , S.B ,

'99 ; A.G.D. , '00

* Collins, H. 1898

C.H.B. Miss É. H. J. Cik.", ist Ĉi. Clk . , 2nd Cl . , 81 ; ist

Rodet Cl. , '91

G. M. 2nd Cl.... 1900

Gregory

P.O.B. E. C. M. 1888

Wink !

C.T.O. Briance, A. 3rd Cl . , Cont. Tel. , '88 ; Clk . , 97

Off.

Smith , H. J. Super. Hr. Gr. E.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., ’77 ;

ist Cl., '86 ; Super. ,

89 ; Hr. Gr . , '99

Stonley , C. E.T. Co., °57 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Senr. Clk. , '73 ;

Asst . Super. ,

Super . , '93

Varney, H. E .... Over. & Sen. Tel. 1870 ; Sen. Tel. , '89

Ure, A. E. News Distr. Tel. , Southampton , ’71 ;

Reading, '71 ; C.T.O ,

73 ; News Distr. , 78

Percival , F. Tel.... 1880

Martin , J .... 1885

* Parks, F. H. 1895

* Barber, R. 1899

Miss E. E. Asst . Super. Hr.Gr. E.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

Morrison 70 ; Asst. Super.,

'85 ; Hr. Gr. , °96

S. Ashton
U.K.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super. , Lr .

Gr. , '87 ; Hr. Gr., 'oo

K. H. U.K.T. Co .,'62; G.P.O. ,

Smeeton '70 ; Asst . Matron

School of Tel. , '72 ;

Asst. Super. , C.T.O. ,

'89

* Awarded a Gratuity.

'77 ;

...

2

...

.
.
.

,
,

.
.
.



RETIREMENTS. 115

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT.

C.T.O. ...

整*

Miss G. S. Jones Tel ....

G. Weller

C.V Rogers

E. L.

Mitcham

Raddin , A. Engr. , Ist Cl.

...

#

E. -in -C.O .

>

L.P.S. ,Circ . Off. Bolger, J. ... Over.

Askew, H. Sr.

Biggers, F. P....

Collins , G. T.

* Jackson , H. F..

* Mills, E. H.

* Knowler, R. C ...

sw . Steel, J. F. Asst. Super.

:
:
:

Good, T. S. Insp.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

Elliott, W. Over.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

* Doré, J. E. Sr.

* Miss T. S. Sims C.C. & T.

S.E. Killeen, P. Insp.

99

...

* Finch, P. J. Sr.

Miss H. Lubbock C.C. & T.

'W. Long, F. R. Sr.

Padd. Richards, J. Over.

:
:
:
:

Sr.

C.C. & T.

Lee, E. F.

Miss E, M.

Watson

Parker, A. J.S.B. Clk. , Ist CI .

.
.
.

.
.
.

* Miss M , L, C. 2nd Cl. ...

Thomson

A. Z. Lamb

E. M. Rolfe Sr.

Merewether, Asst . Sur. , 2nd Ci .

E. T. R.

Dunham, J. W. Hd . Sta. Clk.

*

Sur. Dept.

PREVIOUS SERVICE.

1880

1883

1898

1898

Foreman , 870 ; Insp. ,

2nd Ci . , '71 ; Engr.,

Ist Cl. , '92

1865 ; Sr.,'73 ; Over.,'82

1870 ; Sr. , '74

1873 ; Sr. , '81

1878 ; Sr., '82

1897

1898

1900

1860 ; Sr. , 62 ; Ctrman . ,

67 ; Over . , '73 ; Super.

Lr. Sec. , '80 ; Asst.

Super., '99

1873 ; Over. 2nd Cl . ,

85 ; Ist Cl . , '90 ;

Insp ., ’96

1868 ; Lobby Offr., '85 ;

Over. , '92

1894

1893

1859 ; Sr. , '61 ; Over.

2nd Cl. , ’75 ; Ist Cl . ,

'85 ; Insp ., '94

1893

1885

1878 ; Sr., '89

1867 ; Hd. Pn., ° 73 ;

Asst. Over. , '77 ; Over.

2nd Cl. , '81 ; ist Cl . , '91

S.B. , '81 ; Padd ., ’92

1889

Clk . , '65 ; 2nd Cl., ° 75 ;

Hr. Gr. 2nd Div. , '90 ;

Clk. Ist Cl . , '92

1895

Girl Clk ., '98 ; Clk. , 'oo

1898

Clk . 2nd Div. S.O. , ° 76 ;

Asst . Sur. , 81

Stg. Clk . , Belfast, 71 ;

Člk. , P. , '88 ; Hd .

Sta. Clk. , Sur. Dep.,

'93

- Awarded a Gratuity .
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PROVINCES–ENGLAND and WALES.

OFFICE NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Alfretcn ...

Bakewell ...

* Miss A. E, Cutler Pms.

Price, S. G. Pmr.

Birmingham Pearce, G. Super. ( P. )

.
.
.

Bradford ...

* Eddy, E. G.

Gilpin, G....

S.C. & T.

Ch . Clk....

...

Brighton ...

* Miss J. Bray

Cook, R. W.

Tel.

S.C. & T.

Carnarvon

Chelmsford

Cheltenham

* Thomas, T. G.

East , E.

Miss E. L. Simes Super.

Chesterfield Hume, C. A. ... Ch. Clk....

.
.
.

Goddard, G. Clk.

Exeter Rendle, W. H ... Asst. Super.

S.C. & T., '93 ; Pms.,'95

S.C. & T. , Widnes, '75 ;

Pmr. , Bakewell, '94

1860 ; S.C. & T., '61 ;

Clk ., '66 ; Asst.Super. ,

2nd Cl. , '81 ; ist Cl.,

'90 ; Super. , '93

Evesham ,'97 ; B’ham .,'98

E.T. Co. , '52 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Super., '71 ; Ch .

Clk. , '85

1897

Chatham , '74 ; Brighton,

'90

1893

1864

C.T.O. , '70 ; Clk. ,Super. ,

Cheltenham , '71

Stg. Clk ., Nottingham ,

Godalming Heywood, W. H. Clk. (P. )

Nicholas , A. J.... S.C. & T.

Guildford Wiles , J. H. Pmr.

Harrogate S.C. & T .* Miss A. G.

Metcalfe

Clark, J.Hull ... ... Super. (P. )

.
.
.

'70 ; Stg. Clk ., 71 ;

Ch. Clk ., Chesterfield,

'ço

E.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

Leicester, 570 ; Tel.,

78 ; Clk. , Chesterfield,

'91

Torquay , '60 ; Stg. Clk . ,

Exeter, '72 ; Clk . , '81 ;

Asst . Super ., '93

Stg . Clk. , Liverpool, '72;

Exeter, '80 ; Clk. , P. ,

'91

C.C. & T. , L.P.S. , '81 ;

Tel. , C.T.O. , '94 ;

S.C. & T. , Godalming,

'92

Clk ., Hurst Green , '56 ;

Hawkhurst, '69 ; Pmr. ,

Guildford, '77

1898

Sr. , '62 ; Clk. , 2nd Cl. ,

72 ; ist Ci. , '79 ;

Super., '86

M.T. Co. , '66 ; G.P.O.,

Atheney , '70 ; Dublin,

71 ; Hull,'72 ; Super. ,

'87

1866 , Sub. Sr., I.B. ,

'68 ; Asst. , M.L.B.,

'69; Pr. Kr. Regy.,

S.O. , Pmr.,

Pontefract , '86 ; Ilfra

combe, ’96

Miss H. Super.

McKenziel

Ilfracombe Sims, H. Pmr.

'84 ;

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

...

.
.
.

'93

1874

.
.
.

.
.
:

Leeds Lockwood, T. ... Asst. Super., ist Cl. 1863 ; Clk . , ° 76 ; Asst.

( P.) Super., 2nd Cl., '90 ;

ist Cl. , '97

Saunders, J. E ... S.C. & T. 1882

* Miss E. Walker 1891

Louth Stocks, R. 1894

Lowestoft Newman, E. C .. Cambridge, '80 ; Lowes

toft, ’83

Manchester Walker, G. W ....! Super. (P.) 1859 ; Clk . , ° 74 ; Asst .

Super., 2nd Cl., '81 ;

ist Cl . , '90 ; Super. ,

Jackson , W. Clk. (P.). ... 1867 ; Clk . , ’90

Williams, R. S.C. & T. E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70

Miss C. Dickson

M. Long ...
1885

Market Drayton Armitt, J ....
Pmr. E.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O. ,

Buxton , '70 ; Maccles

field , '73 ; Pmr. , Mar

ket Drayton , '92
Norwich ... West, A. A. Ch . Clk.... 1861 ; Clk. , 3rd Cl., '63 ;

2nd Cl. , '71 ; Ch. Cl. ,

'83

Nottingham ... Ward , J. Clk. 1861 ; Sr. , '65 ; Clk. , ’75

Oswestry... * Jones, E. B. S.C. & T. 1893

Plymouth Morley, H. Clk. ( P.) 1872 ; Clk . , '91
Reading ... ... Savory, w. Clk ... 1869 ; Stg . Clk. , 73 ;

Clk. , '88

Rochdale ... Howard,P. McK . Pmr. 1861 ; Sr. , '72 ; Clk ., ’75 ;

Ch. Cik. , Southport,

'81 ; Pmr. , Jarrow,

'87 ; South Shields,'92 ;

Rochdale, '97

Warburton, F ... Clk. ( P. ) Stg. Clk . , '71 ; Clk. , '91

Sheffield . Fish, W. S. Asst. Super., ist Cl . Stg. Clk ., '65 ; Clk .,'74 ;

( P. ) Asst. Super., '86 ; 1st

Cl . , '98

Bini, A. G. S.C. & T. E.T. Co., '69 ; G.P.O.,

70

Miss M. Howard Asst . Super. 1894 ; Asst. Super. , '00

Shrewsbury Bell, W. Pmr. Clk . Enniskillen , '59 :

Sur.'s Sta. Clk . , '63 ;

Sur.'s Clk . , 2nd CI.,

81 ; Asst . Sur., '86 ;

Pmr.,Shrewsbury, ’96
Sleaford ... Brightwell, S. ... S.C. & T. Tel . , L.P.S .,'75 ;C.T.O.,

77; S.C. & T. , Hol

beach ,'99 ; Sleaford,'99

Southampton ... * Ford , W. A. S.C. & T. 1899

Swaftham Titlow, H. J. Pmr. Pmr. , Manningtree, '80 ;

Swaffham , '93
Weybridge Child , A. E. 1864

Wrexham Griffiths, T. Ist Clk... S.C. & T. , '72 ; Ist Clk . ,

'92

:
:
:
:

:

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

Awarded a Gratuity .
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IRELAND.

OFFICE , NAME. APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Belfast

Dublin

Londonderry

Maginnis, A. Asst. Super., ist Cl. 1868 ; Clk ., ?82 ; Asst .

( P. ) Super . , 87; Super. ,

'91 ; Asst. Super., ist

Cl . , ' oo

Hogan, J. E. S.C. & T. 1893

Kinnear, J. Clk . 1867 ; Stg . Clk. , 79 ;

Clk . ( P.), 87

Fitzpatrick, M ... S.C. & T. 1859 ; S.C. & T. , '86

Chawner, H. M.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O.,

...

Thurles

Tullamore

.

:
:

'70

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen

Moffat

* Wallace, J. C. ... S.C. & T. 1896 ; S.C. & T., '99

Miss M. Grieve.. Pms. S.C. & T. , '88 ; Pms. ,

'92

MacIntosh, T .... Asst . Super. ( T .) ... E.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O. ,

Perth , '70 ; Clk. (T.) ,

88 ; Asst . Super., '95

Perth

1

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT.. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
.

:
:
:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

S.É.

A.G.D. Wade, S. C. Clk . , 2nd Div . , Hr. 1882 ; Hr. Gr. , '93

Gr.

C.T.O. Manison, H. Over. & Sen. Tel.: 1873 ; Sen. Tel. , '97
Studd, T. B. Tel. 1879

Cullingham , G.R. 1881

* Hungerford,A.M. 1890

Clark , H.. Sub.Tel.Co.,'79 ; C.T.O .,

'89

Tomlinson, T. R. Sub.Tel.Co .,'81 ; C.T.O . ,

'89

Miss E. B. Jcur 1891

net

L.P.S., Cir . Off. Whelan , P. Sr. 1874 ; Sr. , '76

Llewellyn , J. A. 1882 ; Sr. , '84

Halfpenny, A. C. 1888

Pantland , E. A .. 1890

*Layzell, A. S. 1898

Phillips, G. W. 1888

Gooday, S. T. 1891

S.B.D. Matthews, H. P. Clk . , 2nd Div. Boy Clk . , '81 ; Clk. , and

Div. , '00

Brighouse Walker, R. S.C. & T. Tel . , '71 ; Resgd. , ° 77 ;

Reapp., '77
Brighton Nash, H. T. 1885

Ferry Hill Miss L.C.Madden 1900

Glossop Miss S. E. Rodley Pms. 1882

Goole Miss E. C. Pot:er S.C. & T. Ferry Hill,'98 ;Goole, 'oo

Manchester Waterhouse , C. . 1890

Newcastle -on- Johnson, R. 1874

Tyne

Newport Pagn’ll Coales, W. C. Pmr. 1864

Swansea Orrin , W. T. S.C. & T. 1890

Dublin , A.O.. * Callis, C. 1897

Gaffney, J. S.C. & T. 1889

igley, T. 1991

Lurgan Uprichard, T. J. Pmr. S.C. & T. , '81 ; Clk . ,

Armagh, '88 ; Pmr.,

Lurgan , 'oo

* Serving with the colours in South Africa.

.
.
.

:
:
:
:
:
:

ور

Tr. ...

:
:
:
:
:
:
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
.

.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:
:
:
:

:
:
:

...

Aldershot Stanbury, H. Stg. Clk., Asst. Super ., Super. (P. ) ,

Ch . Clk. , Plymouth

Alfreton Bromwich , J. G. ... E.T. Co .; Clk ., Coventry, Not

tingham , Burton-on-Trent ; Pmr. ,

Knutsford, Farnborough

Beccles Worley, W. J. S.C. & T., Devonport ; S.C. & T.,

Clk. , Falmouth

Belper ... Roulson, G. H. S.C. & T. , Wakefield , Normanton,

Southport

Bletchley Huddart, W. S. ... Tel . , Stg. Clk. , Clk., Asst. Super.,

2nd Cl. , 1st Cl. , Liverpool

Brandon Airey, J. S.C. & T. , Clk . , Ch. Clk., Work

ington ; Pmr., Bromsgrove

Bromsgrove Collier, G. E. S.C.& T. , Stockport ; Pmr. , Brandon

Colwyn Bay Westmacott, W. H. S.C. & T. , Clk . , Ch . Clk ., Stroud

Droitwich Lisle, F. W... S.C. & T. , Southampton

Eastleigh S.O. Lush, Miss K. E. Asst .

Ellesmere Gleave, J. H. S.C. & T. , Runcorn

Guildford Leak, W. R.... Clk ., Asst. Super. , Super., Ch . Clk . ,

Leicester ; Pmr., Boston

Guisborough Evans, F. S.C. & T. , Watford, Brighton
Ilfracombe ... Polkinhorn , A. E.T. Co.; S.C. & T., Clk. , Asst.

Super. (T. ) , Bristol

Levenshulme S.O. Howard, P. McK . S.C. & T.,Southport, Jarrow , South

Shields

Market Drayton Comben, T. ... S.C. & T. , Weymouth, Richmond,

Swindon ; S.C. & T. , Clk . , Wey

mouth

Newport, I. of Wight Corfield , J. S.C. & T. , Clk . , Asst. Super. , Ch.

Clk . , Tunbridge Wells

Newport Pagnell McDonald, W. S.C. & T. , King's Lynn ; Pmr.,

Towcester

Rhyl Clark, W. S. Tel. , Londonderry ; S.C. & T., Clk. ,

Asst . Super. , 2nd Cl . , ist Cl. ,
Bristol

St. Neots Shaw, J. Tube Attdt., Tracer , A.G.D.; Pmr.,

Sydney

Shaftesbury Romans, A. C. S.C. & T., Clk. , Llanelly

Tamworth White, J. Tel . ; Clk . , Ch . Clk. , Devonport

Teddington ... Marsh, J. W. Tel., Newcastle-on -Tyne, Brighton ;

Sub - Pmr., Teddington s.o.,

Twickenhan

Towcester Cresswell , R. P. S.C. & T., Enniskillen ; Clk . , Sligo
Worcester

Gibson, J. Clk . , Carlisle, Sunderland ; Pmr.,

Stockton -on - Tees,Woolwich, Bur
ton-on-Trent

Wrexham Stone, s . Clk . , Ch . Clk. , Swindon

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.Belturbet

.
.
.

.
.
.

Jordan,H. ...

Tel., Curragh Camp, Dublin ; Pmr.,

Cahir, Kells
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OFFICE . NAME . PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Kells Pillow, J.... ...

.
.
.

Kinsale

Lurgan

:
:

Morgan, T.

Sampson , R.

Ayton ...

Hawick

.:
: Stephen , D, C.

Sampson, J. M.

.
.

S.C. & T. , Armagh ; Pmr. , Bel

turbet

S.C. & T. , Cork

S.C. & T., Dundalk ; S.C. & T.,

Clk . , Sligo ; Clk . , Enniskillen

S.C. & T., Peterhead

Tel., Clk ., Asst . Super. , Super. (T. ) ,
Norwich

S.C. & T.

S.C. & T. , Edinburgh

S.C. & T. , Ardrossan

Laurencekirk

Musselburgh

Portree

McPhial . D.

Brown , P.

Mayes, J. W....

ABBREVIATIONS.

Acct . , Accountant ; Asst. , Assistant ; C.C. & T., Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl. , Class ; Clk. , Clerk ; Cont. , Controller ; Div .,

Division ; Engr., Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr. , Grade ; Hd., Head ; Hr. ,

Higher ; Insp ., Inspector ; Jr. , Junior ; Lr., Lower ; Offr., Officer ; Over.,

Overseer ; P., Postal ; Pn . , Postman ; Pmr., Postmaster ; Pms. , Postmistress ;

Pr.- Kr., Paper - Keeper ; Prin ., Principal; Prob ., Probationary ; Prov.,

Provinces; Retr. , Returner ; Sec. , Secretary ; Sen., Senior ; S.C. & T. ,

Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist; Sr. , Sorter ;Stg ., Sorting ; Sta., Stationary ;

Supply ., Supplementary ; Sur., Surveyor ; Super., Superintendent or Super

visor ; Tech .,Technical ; Tel. , Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr. , Tracer ;

Wtg. , Writing
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Established 1877.

tRegistered under the Companies' Acts , 1862 , 1867.

15 , Charterhouse Street, Holborn Circus,

LONDON, E.C.

Directors.

A. BRABNER , H.M. Customs, E.C. ( Chairman ).

A. BARNES, Board of Trade, S.W.
G. W. STONESTREET, Inland

Revenue, Somerset House, W.C.

J. T. SOUTHGATE, Solicitor , 18 &
W. G. TRINDER, Savings Bank

19 , Ironmonger Lane, Cheapside, E.C. Department, General Post Office, E.C.

secretary-H. A. PASCOE.

Bankers.

LONDON AND WESTMINSTER BANK, LIMITED, Holborn Circus , E.C.

manner

The Association offers facilities for the purchase of Household Furniture, in much the same

as Building Societies offer facilities for the purchase of houses. The goods are

selected by the hirer from any of the numerous wholesale and retail firmsin London and the
Provinces in connection with the Association, and are purchased for cash by the Association,

the amount of the purchase money with interest being repaid by the hirer in equal monthly

instalments spread over one , two , or three years . The course of procedure in obtaining goods

on hire purchase is as follows

1. Send to the Secretary, Civil Service MUTUAL FURNISHING ASSOCIATION, LIMITED , 15,

Charterhouse Street , Holborn Circus, E.C., for Form of Application .

2. Return the Form filled in as fully as circumstances permit, the object being simply to save

correspondence. The information given is regarded as that of a private letter to the Board.

3. The Board meets every Thursday, for the consideration of tenders, and applicants are

informed as soon as possible whether their applications have been accepted orwhether any
modification is necessary.

4. With the intimation that a tender has been accepted the applicant receives a list of the

firms in connection with the Association at which he will probably be best suited with the

description of the articles he requires. He selects the firm or firms which he considers best and

receives an order thereon for the value required. The order must be presented before leaving

the Establishment, but need not be shown before the goods have been selected and the prices

ascertained .

5. Theselected goods are sold to the Association by the firms, and despatched to the

applicant's residence immediately after he has signed a formal agreement under which he takes

the furniture on hire . This agreement is not registered .

6. The stipulated instalments having been paid, the furniture becomes, by the terms of the

said agreement, the absolute property of the hirer ; but should the goods be returned , from

any cause whatsoever, they will be sold by auction or private treaty, and the money arising
therefrom handed to the hirer, after deducting the balance and expenses, if any, due to the

Association .

7. Since there are no articles of domestic or general utility that the Association cannot supply

through appropriate firms- wearing apparel excepted - applicants need not hesitate therefore to

tender forwhatever they may require. The Association endeavours to have at least one firm

of each description on its list who mark their goods in plain figures.

A scale of payments as an example can be had on application to the Secretary.
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ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

APRIL, 1902 .

A Balloon Adventure.

He early hours of Thursday, November 16th, 1899, so

astronomers said , were to witness a recurrence of that

stupendous Leonid shower of meteors of thirty-three

years previous, which those who recollect it still speak

of as one of the grandest sights of their lives. All England, in

company with half the Globe, was upon tenter hooks of expectation

to observe this phenomenon, and anticipated the night with delight,

sobered by fears lest the sky might be cloud-obscured at the hour.

The Times newspaper had also foreseen this latter contingency, and

in the interests of science had placed a balloon at the service of my

father, who, if the night proved overcast, was to ascend in it above

the clouds and report on the presence or absence of the expected

display. For this purpose a large balloon was provided by

Messrs. Spencer Brothers, the famous firm who hold practically

the monopoly of English ballooning, and inflated at the Newbury

Gas Works.

But because there was just a suspicion that scientists might be a

day out in their reckoning, and have antedated the shower by twenty

four hours, this balloon was to be filled and in readiness on the day

previous, and since the ordinary balloon valve which opens and

shuts at pleasure with a spring cannot, even with the greatest care,

be made absolutely gas tight, Mr. Spencer substituted on this

occasion a “ ripping valve, ” that is, in effect, a piece of the silk

fabric of the balloon fastened hermetically over the orifice at the top,

and to be opened only by a smart wrench of the valve rope which

drags the whole bodily away.

The advantage of this arrangement was that the balloon could

remain inflated all the long hours necessary without loss of lifting

power. This was, indeed , a great consideration, and the sole draw

back that because of the great and instant escape of gas the valve

could not be opened , except at the risk of an ugly fall, save when
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the craft was riding close to earth , did not at the time appear of

much consequence.

The night of the 14th luckily proving clear and the sky appearing

destitute of meteors, all preparations were in readiness for the ascent

in the small hours of the following night ; when dense clouds

completely hid the sky from view, and a light drizzle damped the

silken seams of the monster towering up into the darkness . Despite

the rain and the hour — four o'clock in the pitch black November

morning-a large crowd had patiently waited since midnight to give

Photograph by G. Bacon .)

THE BALLOON BEFORE INFLATION , SHOWINGTHE " RIPPING VALVE."

the voyagers a good “ send off. ” They cheered the lady of the party

when she entered the car, and they cheered yet louder when , my

father and Mr. Stanley Spencer having taken their places, the

moorings were quickly cast off and the huge and stately craft rose

up majestically into the black sky, its position only indicated by the

faint light of the Davy lamp slung from the ring, and then, in five

minutes ' time, was lost in the cloud .

“ Which way are we going ? ” shouted my father to the crowd, and

the answer came back, “ Due west ! ” This was what we had

expected , and it confirmed our prudently formed resolution to
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remain aloft but two or three hours ( four, at the very outside) should

we lose sight of land above the clouds . For due west meant the

sea, near Bristol , in sixty miles, and , although the wind at present

was light, we might expect to reach the coast even then soon after

dawn.

In five minutes from the start, as related, we entered the cloud , and

the black vapour hung around us in a singularly heavy , oppressive ,

manner. Our good craft, already moisture laden , could with

difficulty struggle upwards through that clammy mass, and bag after

bag of ballast had to be despatched with startling rapidity to clear

the smothering blanket which was no less than 1,500 feet thick.

But the contents of the fourth bag had hardly been emptied over the

side, when , in a moment, the light of the nearly full moon flashed

down upon us, and the stars twinkled overhead in a perfectly cloud

less sky.

And into what a fairyland we had burst, and what scene of

matchless splendour lay around ! Even such hardened veterans as

Mr. Spencer and my father stood spell -bound at a sight which

exceeded all their experience, even as it transcended all earthly

imaginings . Fair as had seemed the snowy billows when viewed

aloft in the glare of day , how infinitely fairer they appeared when

only the silver moon- beams lit up their snow-white crests, and the

mystery of night and the witchery of the stars added their own subtle

soul-stirring charms. And all this dreamland was for us alone. No

other living soul on earth that night was privileged to behold it

We were the first that ever burst

Into that silent sea.

It were useless, however, to waste further words over an attempt

to describe a quite indescribable cloudscape. Suffice it to say that

there was no meteor shower visible either then or later, and we saw

clearly that astronomers had been misled in their prophecy. The

matchless panorama, however, was ample compensation for our

trouble, and the only fact to disturb us was that our craft kept

sinking back into the mist, despite a constant discharge of sand .

Ballast is the life of a balloon , and we began to foresee that our

voyage at this rate would be of the shortest. Nevertheless, as we

had come to report definitely upon the appearance or non -appearance

of the meteors, we overruled Mr. Spencer's obvious reluctance to

part with weight so recklessly, and urged him to keep above the

.clouds at all hazards.

Time passed, and presently as a village clock far below tolled out
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the hour of six, the light of dawn broke faintly in the east, and

twenty minutes later it was broad day. Then we knew that our task

was accomplished , and turning to our aneroid, which recorded the

elevation, looked for our descent to be near at hand . No further

ballast had been discharged now for over an hour, and yet our craft

had maintained an even height of 3,000 feet, just above the cloud

level, and , to our surprise, showed no signs of declining. “ What

would happen if you pulled the valve rope now ? ” I asked

Mr. Spencer, rather curiously. " We should drop like a stone ! ”

he answered shortly and promptly. His face was grave, and

presently an awkward silence fell on our little party . We did not

say much , but we thought a lot—thought how in half -an -hour the

sun would have risen-how his rays would be drying the silk and

warming the gas, which would mean that we should rise and not

sink , and rise for how long ?

The long half hour passed , and the white mist wreaths below us,

though lifting up clammy arms towards us from time to time, yet

nevertheless never quite far enough to fold us in their damp embrace,

gave up the attempt for good, and fell back finally. The dying

moon faded in the west, the sun raised up a beaming face upon us

from the opposite quarter of the sky, and the rejuvenated balloon ,

dried and swollen , plunged gaily upward into the blue vault with

ever increasing haste. Now at least we were face to face with

realities. We were to rise up higher and higher into the heavens

with every hour, till noon was past, without possibility of descent,

and meanwhile we should continue to drift westward over Berks and

Wilts and Somerset, to the Bristol Channel, and then out and out

over the Atlantic further and further, till , with declining day our

spent balloon settled down at last, far out on that watery waste to:

rise no more.

A cheering prospect truly, and yet seemingly inevitable ; for we

had already exceeded the utmost limit of time we had deemed

prudent when we left the ground, and what hope was there that five

long hours, at the very least, might find us still over the little island

which the Yankee said he was afraid to perambulate at night for

fear of walking into the sea. True, since we could not see the

earth we had no means of judging our direction or speed, and

perhaps the wind might have shifted or dropped altogether. To

this shred of hope we clung eagerly enough, but presently it was

rudely snatched from us .

We had risen so high into the sky that all the peaceful sounds
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of earth were now inaudible ; but about nine o'clock, when making

a frugal breakfast off very dry sandwiches, enlivened with somewhat

feeble attempts at witticism upon our strange plight, there rose up to

us the shrill , wild , unmistakable note of a ship's steam siren ,

mingled with the clash and clang of hammers in some great ship

building yard . Small need for us to exclaim , as we then did with

one accord , “ We are over the sea ! ” or to strain our ears for

another sound which mingled with the rest in gentlest accompani

ment, so soft, so familiar, yet so fateful — the breaking of waves upon

a pebbly shore !

What was to be done ? Clearly nothing. To pull the valve rope

meant a headlong fall of nearly two miles, to climb the rigging and

pierce the silk above the equator was a gymnastic feat beyond even

our captain's sailor training. No, we had clearly to leave it to fate

and take the consequences. That we were at the moment over

some big seaport town , Bristol in all probability, was evident from

the sounds that reached us. Was there no help to be had from all

those thousands of souls below, so willing to aid us, but so ignorant

of our peril , up there above the clouds ? Presently an idea occurred

to me. We had up there with us in the car a thick bundle of press

telegram forms, and these, at my suggestion , we converted into a

species of aerial distress messages, telling of our danger and begging

assistance. They ran as follows :

“Large balloon from Newbury overhead, above clouds. Cannot

descend. Telegraph to sea coast ( coastguards) to be ready to rescue .

(Signed) Bacon and Spencer."

This missive, hastily scrawled in pencil , was folded up in a neat three

cornered note, labelled “ IMPORTANT” and posted over the side.

During the two hours that followed we despatched some three dozen

of these letters, despatched them into the Bristol Channel as we now

believe, twenty miles of which we were then traversing (though we

did not know it ) for only one of them was ever afterwards heard of,

being picked up next morning on the top of a mountain, twenty

miles distant in South Wales .

Nevertheless such labour served to keep us employed through the

long hours till noon , by which time we had attained to the

uncomfortable elevation of 9,000 feet, and the cloud foor, looking

like a great firm snow sheet , lay more than a mile below. The sun

was shining down hotly upon us, so hotly that, November though

it was, we were glad to remove our outer wraps and tie scarves and

handkerchiefs round the ropes of the car to shield our heads . We
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were growing cramped too, for after all our little world measured

only six feet long by four wide and three and a half deep ; and it

contained three of us and some sand bags . However, shortly after

noon came a ray of hope. My father suddenly declared , from a
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udy of the aneroid, that we had fallen 2,000 feet, and were still

falling, and shortly after, Mr. Spencer, who had long been gazing

silently over the side, exclaimed he could see earth.

It didn't appear likely, certainly, and for a moment we
were
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incredulous ; but after a downward glance we realised that the snow

sheet was melting into pits and hollows under the sunbeams, and

through these tiny peep-holes glimpses of what was below could

occasionally be caught, fleeting it is true, but sufficient to show us

that it was earth and not sea. The time that followed provided a

severe test for our tempers. As if loth to relinquish her high

position , our balloon died hard , and stubbornly contested each

hundred feet with the chilling air and the shrinking gas. Two

mortal hours did she take to fall the 4,000 feet that divided her from

the cloud bank ; and all the while our fleeting earth-peeps showed

our rate of travel to be ever increasing, and every moment we

expected the dreaded sea to hove in sight before our wonderful

voyage was at an end.

Once well within the cloud , however, and the end was near at

hand . For a few uncertain moments we were lost in the dense

blanket, then the chill moisture gathered upon the silk, and we

reappeared on the lower edge to find-oh joy !-green fields and

pastures yet below us . Surely our perils were now at an end at last,

and yet not quite. We were descending in South Wales , among

the mountains of Glamorganshire, where, for the last week, a fierce

gale had been blowing ; and as we swooped down to earth a wild

gust tore down from between the hills and caught our half emptied

balloon , and dashed our car to the ground with a shock which well

nigh threw us out, and broke my right arm, which happened to be

undermost, at the wrist. However, I did not pay much heed to

this little accident, for I was far too much occupied in watching an

ugly eight stranded barbed-wire fence just ahead of us , and which

we were about to charge at a gallop - for the wind was hurrying us

wildly along in a manner suggestive of a particularly game steeple

.chase.

We ducked with alacrity as car encountered the wires,

snapping them like packthread. Yet even then one murderous

strand came over the top of the basket , and tore the trousers almost

completely offmyfather's right leg. Then crash ! and we had taken

a mad bound and cleared a hedge, and plunged right into an oak

tree ; and crash ! again, and we had torn the top of it clean away,

and plumped down again , carrying it in our cordage, on the opposite

side. But our anchor at last held firm , and in a minute or two more,

amazed and excited Welshmen appeared upon the scene and held

down the dying monster while we scrambled out, too thankful to be

on terra - firma again to pay much attention to what Mr. Spencer

our
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considers the roughest landing he has ever experienced of the

many hundreds he has known.

The roughest landing, and the most sensational voyaye. We had

been ten hours in the balloon ; ten hours over the south-west

corner of England, and yet had escaped the sea, but only by

the skin of our teeth ! Alınost the first words spoken by those who

came to our assistance were to the effect that we were but a mile

and a half from the Atlantic, towards which we were directly

heading as we fell. So we were aloft ten hours, and yet five

minutes niore and we had been lost, for the sea was wildly rough at

the time. Therefore I am not claiming too much in calling what

was my third balloon ascent, one of the records of British ballooning.

Coldash , Newbury. GERTRUDE BACON.
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The Story of the Post Office Library.

1

T is considerably over forty years since the idea of

forming a Post Office Library for the use of the clerical

staff took shape . A few officers of the Department,

with more or less literary tastes, had been struck with

the successful efforts made by the officers of the Foreign Branch of

the Circulation Office to establish a departmental book club and

association of a literary character, and calling to mind the numerous

separate efforts which had been made from time to time in other

branches to organize reading associations, these officers met

together to consider the practicability of combining these various

societies in one general association. The first result was the

appointment of a committee of members from each department of

the Post Office, and one representative of the Foreign Office

Literary Club , for the purpose of arranging the necessary details.

A prospectus and code of rules for the management of the

association were drawn up, and it was then decided to take the

opinion of the whole body of officers of the General Post Office upon

the proposed scheme . For this purpose a general meeting was held

on the 6th November, 1858, in the Returned Letter Room, at which

the late Sir John Tilley, K.C B. (then Mr. Tilley ) , took the

chair .

That meeting was a notable one, not only in the history of the

Post Office Library, but in the annals of the Department itself, and

among those who gathered together for the purpose of forwarding so

praiseworthy an object as the establishment of a Post Office library

were many whose names have become distinguished both within and

outside the Post Office. There were Mr. Tilley, who so long and

ably held the paramount permanent post in the Department ;

Mr. Scudamore , whose was long a household word ;

Mr. Anthony Trollope, surveyor in Ireland, and Mr. Yates, of

the Secretary's Office, both of whom distinguished themselves in

letters ; Mr. George Chetwynd, to whose memory the Post Office

Savings Bank and Postal Orders are a lasting tribute ; Mr. Frederick

Hill , brother of the author of Penny Postage ; Mr. Hide, the first

name
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Receiver and Accountant-General ; and there were also Mr. West,

of the Mail Office, Mr. Fyfe, Cashier of the Post Office, Mr. Alfred

Richardson , of the Money Order Office, Mr. Edward Page, an

assistant secretary , Mr. Angell , Mr. G. R. Smith, and a host of

others of more or less notability in Departmental circles at that time.

The speeches were full of enthusiasm , and if they were lengthy they

were by no means tedious or uninteresting. Mr. Tilley, notwith

standing his aversion to officers of the Department engaging in

literary pursuits, supported the object of the meeting at great length,

and forcibly pointed out the great value to be derived from the

reading of good books. He alluded to the pleasure of the reading

man " happily placed over his new book , cutting the leaves and

looking forward to a thorough evening's enjoyment, and wishing for

nothing but your absence."absence.” He also called to mind families where

reading was a habit, and thought the pleasantest evenings of one's

life were passed in the society of such families, especially if the

readers were young ladies, pretty as well as intelligent.

Mr. Frederick Hill followed with a long but most interesting

and telling speech on the benefits and pleasure to be derived from

reading , and the advantages of an institution such as was proposed ,

referring to Carlyle when he said that “ The true university in these

days is a collection of books.” It would be tedious, and, moreover,

space will not permit of it , 10 dwell upon the whole of the speeches

which were made at that memorable meeting,-admirable, able and

interesting as each of them was ; but there are two which possess the

additional interest of having been made by men who afterwards

earned a foremost place in literature, and which are in themselves so

full of interest and humour that no apology need be made for

reproducing them here. They are the speeches of Anthony Trollope

and Edmund Yates. The former spoke as follows :

Gentlemen , it is a long time since I have been among you as

one of the same department to which you belong, and, therefore ,

there are few here who know me ; but I still hold an appointment in

the Post Office — the Irish Branch of it .

I am very sorry that the gentleman who was to have seconded

this resolution , and who knows you so much better—Mr. Potter—is

not here. If he had been here, it would have been better ; but I

am happy to see you all .

There is very little doubt we shall soon be able to claim the

assistance his Royal Highness Prince Albert has offered on certain

conditions. Those conditions have already been fulfilled , as no one
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can doubt who has heard that list which at last became almost

wearisome. I thought the titles of all the books printed and

published within the last three centuries were going to be read out.

That we are obliged to the donors out of the Office there can be no

doubt. They have shown that liberality which accords so well with

the spirit of the age, and the advance of literature. The good

nature , kindness, and liberality of those in the Office must be no

less acceptable to their brother officers. I am proud to think there

are men among us possessed of such literary taste as is evidenced

by the possession of these books. There are books named which are

only to be found in rare libraries—books of intrinsic merit , deep .

research , and great value ; and apparently they were not purchased

for the occasion , but have been given from the libraries of the

gentlemen who possessed them .

I do not know that it is for your benefit that I should give a very

long speech , but I should be glad to say something with reference

to the profession to which we all belong , and which , I think , will be

so materially improved, not only in our own Office, but in others, by

such efforts as we are making. We belong to the Civil Service ..

That service has not always been spoken of in the terms I firmly

believe it deserves. It has been spoken of as below those other posts

to which the ambition of Englishmen attaches itself ; but my belief

is that it should offer as fair an object of ambition as any other

service, and that the manner in which the duties are generally

performed by most of those Departments with which I am

acquainted , deserves that the men belonging to it should not be

placed in a lower position than those in any other service . I , myself,

love the Post Office. I have belonged to it ever since I left school .

I work with all my heart, and everyone should do the same ; then

they will rise with the Department, and the Civil Service will rise to

the level of any other profession, whether it be the Church , the Bar,

the Army, or the Navy. Such efforts as we are now making will lead

to that.

This Reading Room should partake of the nature of a club . I

have heard the phrase " esprit de corps ” mentioned . I think that

we may insist on it more . There should be a very strong esprit de

corps. Money Orders ” should know “ Circulations," and

“ Circulations” should know “ Secretaries. " We should all know

each other — all understand the working of each other's offices — and

an interest in the Service would be better induced by a club than

by any other means. I hope that those in whose hands this matter
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rests—those who are able to exercise liberality — will see that this

club is made comfortable. You have all been sitting long on deal

benches. I hope we shall get by degrees something better than

deal boards—chairs with comfortable arms—a well -furnished room .

We deserve it . I trust some liberality will be shown us. It will

increase by degrees, but I hope the time will come when we shall be

treated to a comfortable room and comfortable means of enjoying

our reading. We can't be comfortable on a deal board , and without

a good fire and a nice carpet.

I beg to second the resolution .

Mr. Yates gave utterance to these words :

Gentlemen , our late lamented friend, the temporary committee

whose demise occurred when you passed this resolution appointing

his successor—in drawing up the programme for this evening's

entertainment, acted in a much wiser manner than could have been

expected from one of his tender years. Like the manager of a

theatrical company, he said to himself, “ I shall have a large audience

to -day, " and in order to provide adequate entertainment for them,

he picked his men. Accordingly in the forefront he placed his

tragedians, his "heavy men ;” stern and uncompromising in all

matters of detail, unassailable in statistics , and fully armed at every

point to prove how useful it is to blend amusement with instruction .

To them succeeded his light comedian who is now running round

the corner. I need not say with what modesty he painted the lily of

the purity of our motives, and gilded the refined gold of each ten

guinea subscription . The late committee then saw a lazy hulking

looking fellow in the corner, and hit on the plan of giving him a

resolution to propose, which should carry itself, and the excellency of

which should commend itself, to every person present, while the

natural modesty and timidity of the proposer should have no effect

in annulling it with the audience . Gentlemen, I am that lazy

hulking person, and have that resolution to propose, but so sure am

I of its intrinsic merit, that I shall keep you waiting a moment

before I give it you. As the experienced carver hides in the well of

the dish the most savoury morsel for his own eating—as the most

sticky and most saccharine lollipop is kept to coax the refractory

child to bed—as the funny man keeps his best joke for his exit

speech , so do I keep back my bonne bouche of a resolution, and

intend to tickle and titillate your palates a little longer before I set

it before you.

From the first moment the notion of this library was started, I had
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not the slightest dream of failure . I knew it must be a movement

attended with success . I felt that Post Office clerks were ready to

relieve themselves of the stigma wrapped up in that miserable

threadbare joke, that though men of letters, they were illiterate men.

I felt sure you would prove yourselves the real Colchester natives.

I am borne out in this by seeing that a good many of you have your

beards on , and some of you look as if you had been taken early

from your beds, whether you are inclined to shell out, a day or two

will prove .

I now pass to the subject of my resolution .

An army without a leader-a boat without a stroke oar — a racer

without a jockey –a pen without ink- ham sandwiches without

mustard—these are all miserable failures, but are not such failures as

a public meeting without a kind , gentlemanly, honest , able, impartial

chairman. Fortunately we have been able to boast a leader

possessed of all these qualifications. Mr. Tilley was the fittest

person we could have had to take the chair, not only from the long

period he has been engaged in the service of the department, and

the high position he has always held , but in consequence of his

intimate connection with literature, and his relationship to a lady

whose name is known throughout the length and breadth of the

kingdom , and whose son is as great an ornament to the literary

profession as he is to that department to which we all belong.

And now my task is simply to whisper, in the lowest voice possible,

that the thanks of this meeting be presented to Mr. Tilley, for his

kindness in consenting to be our chairman.

As may be imagined from the idea given of the length of the speeches

the meeting was a protracted one, and although it commenced as

early as 2 o'clock in the afternoon it was far into the evening before

it was over. Nevertheless, there was the satisfaction that it was

fraught with the utmost success, and the day was, in the closing

words of the chairman , Mr. Tilley, “ One of the most satisfactory

days we have ever passed in connection with the Post Office.”

The outcome of the meeting was , of course, the appointment of

a committee of management, and it may be of interest at this

distance of time to give the names of the members of that com

mittee. They were : Chairman , Mr. F. I. Scudamore ; vice

chairman , Mr. J. West ; Messrs. Angell , Baker, Chenery, Chetwynd,

Farmer, Hart , Howard, Lovett, Potts , Rablah , Scudamore, Tod,

W alshe, West, and Yates. The auditors were Messrs Milliken ,

K
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G. C. Barlow, and Walliker. The hon . secretary was Mr. Chetwynd,

and the hon . librarian was Mr. Herbert Joyce, while the sub

librarian was Mr. A. Key. Such was the constitution of the first

committee of our Post Office Library, mostly all being well-known

Post Office names, and of whom, so far as the writer knows, not one

remains to tell the tale of the early struggle for existence of the now

well -founded institution .

Briefly put, the objects of the " Post Office Library and Literary

Association ” -to give its full designation - were to comprehend, for

the use of such clerks or higher officers of the Post Office as may

become members, a permanent library for reference and circulation,

news and general reading room, together with a room for occasional

lectures, conversaziones, general meetings, &c. The subscription

was to be annual, at the rate of 125. , which entitled a member to

one volume from Mudie's Library, in addition to the general

advantages of the Association , while for every extra gs. per annum

subscribed an additional volume could be had from Mudie's. Life

members were also admitted to the advantages enjoyed by ordinary

members on the payment of £5 , or on presentation of books or

other property of the value of £8. Every member received a copy

of the rules and regulations, and a card , which was not transferable.

With these objects in view the committee lost no time in pro

ceeding to work, and, such was the progress they made, that by

the 2nd of December, 1858 , they were able to announce that £215

had been received and promised , and £130 in life subscriptions.

The number of annual subscribers enrolled up to that date was

367 , while more than 2,000 volumes of books had been received.

Moreover, the Postmaster-General had granted the Association the

use of two rooms in the General Post Office . This was undoubtedly

a good start, and on the 3rd January, 1859 , the institution was fairly

established, when the library and reading room were opened to the

members, the rooms assigned being Nos. 66 and 67 in the G.P.O.

East. It may well be said that the committee had not let the grass

grow under their feet, and there is no doubt that this satisfactory

result was due in a great measure to the activity and energy of their

hon . secretary, Mr. George Chetwynd, whose hand may be freely

traced in the earliest documents of the Association . Hard worker

as Mr. Chetwynd undoubtedly was, one marvels how he found time

to give so much attention to the initiation and subsequent carrying

on of the Post Office Library, so fully occupied as he then was in

a prominent position in the Money Order Office, and at a time when
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the inception of so vast a scheme as the Post Office Savings Banks

must have been busily engaging his mind. Yet there is no

question that, for the benefits and advantages which Post Office

officials have so long derived from its Library, much is due to

Mr. Chetwynd's indefatigable labours and untiring zeal .

The formation of the Library has been achieved by donations of

money received from various persons, by any excesses of assets

over liabilities, and by the presentation of books by persons who

have taken a kindly interest in the Association. It may be of

interest to briefly look at the names of some of the earliest donors.

The late Prince Consort was one of the first to take a warm interest

in the Association, and promised assistance should the project to a

certain extent be successfully carried out. The late Duke of Argyll

—who for so long was Postmaster -General — sent £5 and a letter

expressing warm interest. Professor Ansted presented several of

his own valuable works ; Mr. H. G. Bohn, £10 worth of books.

Charles Dickens sent Household Words in 17 volumes. This was

the first donation received, and was sent merely at the suggestion

of his friend Edmund Yates, with that readiness which distinguished

Mr. Dickens , who was always foremost in any good work. Miss

Martineau forwarded a donation of several works, such as her

Deerbrook, British Rule in India, and History of the Thirty Years'

Peace, accompanied by so kind a letter that the present writer feels

that it deserves reproduction here. It runs as follows :

“ Ambleside, November 3rd, 1858 .

Sir, I should have replied sooner to your interesting letter but

that I had to ascertain which of my own books I could obtain for

your Library. My desire was to present to it my History of the

Thirty Years' Peace and Introduction . I find there is not a copy

to be had of the Introduction by any means whatever. The

History is republished , and I have desired a copy to be sent to

your address . I hope it will reach you in a few days . By this post

I send, also to your address , a copy of a book which has had very

good fortune in its day, and is just republished - Deerbrook.

“ The only other books of my own that are not out of print or out

of my reach are two recent works on India, which I also beg your

acceptance of for your Library. They will be sent to you from

Messrs . Smith & Elder's in a few days.
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" I have some hope of being able to aid your excellent object in

other ways. If I can be of the smallest use in it , I shall be very glad.

“ I am , Sir, with best wishes for your success,

“ Yours truly ,

" Harriet Martineau.”

As may be imagined , this expression of sympathy from so venerable

a worker in the cause of progress was particularly acceptable and

gratifying to the committee .

One of the largest donations came from Messrs . W. H.

Smith & Son , of the Strand . They sent two chests of books,

containing upwards of 300 volumes, including many of the best

works then just published . As Mr. Scudamore said, the civility of

Messrs. Smith was beyond description . They sent their manager

to express their warm sympathy in the movement. The Post

Office,” they said , “ does so much for us, and does it so well , that

we feel it a privilege to take part in this undertaking," a meed of

praise that is very refreshing in these days when there are so many

ready to grumble at Post Office methods. Amongst the many

who were willing and anxious to support the movement may be

mentioned Dr. Farr, Lord Goderich , Mr. S. C. Hall, the Dean of

Westminster, Cardinal Wiseman , Lord Brougham, Dr. Jelf, and

many others, too numerous to be named here . Within the Depart

ment itself the support was most hearty and wide-reaching, officers

contributing donations of money or gifts of books . The newspapers,

too, gave much help. The proprietors of the Times placed a copy

of their journal daily at the disposal of the Association for the

reading room , and the Daily Telegraph and Insurance Gazette

followed suit , while the proprietors of the Illustrated London News,

the Illustrated Times, the Athenæum , the Builder, and the Literary

Gazette gave much valuable assistance. The public, as a whole ,

indeed , showed so much sympathy with the Post Office Library and

Literary Association that they not only did much to support the

permanent library, but they also established the reading room ,

which is a very attractive feature of the Association .

In the early years of the Association the literary element was a

reality , and not only a name, as now, and during the winter months

a regular course of lectures was given . The lectures were delivered

by men of note, and the subjects were of deep interest , as may be

gathered from the following syllabus for the year 1861 :
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POST OFFICE LIBRARY AND LITERARY ASSOCIATION.

- :0 :

The Committee have great pleasure in publishing the following

Syllabus of the Lectures to the 29th March, inclusive :

SYLLABUS.

The following Lectures will be delivered in the Returned Letter Room " of the

General Post Office, at 8 p.m. precisely .

(

On Friday, January 4 , 1861 .

ANTHONY TROLLOPE, Esq. The Civil Service as a Profession.

On Friday, January 18 , 1861 ,

EDMUND YATES, Esq. Good Authors at a Discount.

On Friday, February 1 , 1861 .

THOMAS HUGHES, Esq . ( Author of "1995 Brown's School) The Printing Press.

On Friday, February 15 , 1861 .

G. H. LEWES, Esq .
(Author of Sea-side studies,"" A Biographical Life, from a Simple Cell to Man.,

On Friday, March 1 , 1861 .

GEORGE GROSSMITH, Esq. ... Lecturing

On Friday, March 15 , 1861 .

THOMAS Hoon , Esq....
Edmund Waller, Gentleman, M.P.,

Courtier and Lover.

On Friday, March 29, 1861 .

JOHN WEST, Esq.... A word or two on Words.

History of Philosophy ," & c. )

{

Particulars of the remainder of the Course of Lectures will be announced hereafter .

Tickets for the Course, or for Single Lectures , may be obtained from any . Member

of the Committee ; from the Honorary Secretary or Librarian ; or from the Collectors.

G. CHETWYND, Hon . Sec.

When or why the literary character of the Association was dropped

cannot be discovered, but for very many years past it has been

a dead letter.

The success which attended the establishment of the Post Office

Library has been well maintained during all the years it has now

been in existence, and is now part and parcel of official life, at

headquarters at all events. Its progress during these years has been

sure , though free from any eventful incidents calling for note here.
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At the present time the permanent library contains over 4,000

volumes, many of which are works of fiction , and it possesses a large

number of standard works, some of which, such as Ruskin's, have

been presented by the authors. The reading room, which is now in

the G.P.O. North, is furnished with most of the daily and weekly

newspapers, and many of the monthly journals, as well as the latest

edition of the Encyclopædia Britannica. It is open to ladies and

gentlemen from 9.45 a.m. to 7 p.m , on ordinary week days and

until 2 p.m. on Saturdays, and is much taken advantage of by those

who wish to make reference or desire a quiet quarter of an hour's

perusal of the papers. How the Association is now governed is some

what of a mystery, as no committee has been elected for many years

past, though the regulations provide for the annual election of

members of the committee ; nor can the year of the last annual

general meeting be fixed so long is it since the last meeting was

held. That there is a sub-librarian there is no doubt, for he is in

daily evidence ; but whether or not there is an hon. secretary is open

to question, for one sees or hears nothing of him . Nevertheless, the

Library continues to be, as it so long has been, a standing and

useful institution, and is a source of pleasure and instruction to

thousands of omnivorous readers. Its arrangements are carried out

in the most satisfactory manner, and never a hitch occurs. That

there must be a Deus ex machinâ lurking somewhere in the back

ground can therefore hardly be doubted. A. G. B.



141

The Model.

He made a picture of her as she sat

Framed by the glory of the gorse and heath ;

Her fingers busy with a wild - flower wreath

To mask the pathos of her shapeless hat.

A country maiden , lithe and full of grace

That her poor rustic raiment could not hide.

“ A new Persephone,” he said : she tried

To guess his meaning from his smiling face .

And he—a kindly man in word and deed

Talked to her daily as the picture grew ;

And told her of that other world he knew

The world of town , and art, and love, and greed.

She was to him a girl both fair and odd ;

His artist soul rejoiced at such " a find : "

In the vague fancies of her simple mind

He was to her, alas !-a demi-god .

At length ' twas ended, and he went away.

His friends congratulated and admired.

“ Who was your model ? ” —thus they oft enquired ;

“ One of the best I ever found ”-he'd say.

The critics said it was a tour de force ;

Spoke of its " truth , ” and “ light, " and " atmosphere : ”

And then the curious came to crowd and peer,

And praised its “ truth ” and “ atmosphere,” of course.

And one, with a long purse, ecstatic, cried ,

“ I really must not let that picture go ! ”

Then straightway bought it for himself — and so

Art, and the town, and greed were satisfied .

But far away, where the Spring sun's pale gleam

Touched the bleak bareness of the withered moor,

A little maid lay weeping, lone and poor ;

Sobbing her heart out for a shattered dream.

TALBOT THYNNE.
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The Transmission of News.*

“ Canst thou send lightnings that they may go and say unto thee, here

we are ? ” — Job xxxviii. 35 .

HE means available for the transmission of news include

all the methods of communication open to man

throughout the ages, whereby he has been able to

convey his person or his belongings from place to place ,

Foremost among these must be placed the judicious use of his own

legs, and to this may be added the numerous beasts of burden and

travel he has from time to time impressed into his service -- his

horses, camels , mules , et hoc genus omne. To communicate by

writing, either direct and personal from man to man, or of the more

general nature of a public proclamation , which may properly be

called “ news," was apparently a frequent practice very early in the

history of the world .

The first recorded instance is to be found in II. Samuel xii. 14

(B.C. cir. 1035 ) , where it is related that David “wrote a letter to Joab,

and sent it by the hand of Uriah .” The carrier of this letter was,

as will be remembered , an inconvenience to the King at the time,

and the letter he carried was his own death warrant . Joab was

commanded to put him . “ in the forefront of the hottest battle, that

he may be smitten and die.” Many other instances of letter writing

are recorded in Holy Writ, while the proclamations of Hezekiah

( II . Chronicles xxx . ) , 726 B.C. , and of Ahasuerus , King of Persia,

519 and 510 B.C. ( Esther i . and iii . ) , to their subject peoples indicate

the existence of definite organizations for the transmission of such

news in these very remote times . The classic writers Xenophon and

Herodotus bear witness to the excellence of the Persian system of

posts, a speed of from sixty to one hundred miles a day by foot

messengers being frequently obtained . Riding posts were also

included in the system . The Greeks and Romans each had their

organization , that of the latter being so extensive and perfect that

the remotest parts of the empire were in regular and frequent

communication with the central government . The barbaric culture

of ancient Mexico and Peru included similar means of regularly and

* Reprinted from Traction and Transmission by kind permission of the

proprietors .
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rapidly conveying communications, and , to a limited extent , even

merchandise between towns and cities far apart. Montezuma , the

Mexican despot, was enabled in this way to have fish drawn from

the sea 150 miles away served fresh at his table. The remains of

the magnificent roads of the Incas of Peru explain how the rapid

posts they established were possible. Ancient China had also its

posts, according to the writings of early travellers, extensive and

efficient.

There is , however, no direct evidence that the postal systems of

the ancients were at the disposal of private citizens . They appear

to have been wholly devoted to the service of their respective

governments. Private letters were sent by any chance means that

arose, and were probably very few in number. This may have been

due as much to the want of the knowledge how to write as to the

irregular means of transmission available. As regards news in the

light in which we understand it, that is , as information of general

rather than of personal interest, outside state proclamations, and

governmental despatches, there was no organised system of

collection and distribution . Our forefathers had no prototypes of

our modern newspapers, whose study to -day, in light or serious vein ,

forms so important a feature of man's daily life . The gradual decay

of the feudal system , and the rise of mercantile interests in the

Middle Ages led to the establishment of the European and English

postal systems on a more popular basis, and in the fifteenth and

sixteenth centuries postal communications of a business and private

nature became more and more frequent. T'hat these organisations

were at first little used for the dissemination of news appears to be

due to the fact that no means were available readily and cheaply to

multiply copies . The manuscript document was the only available

vehicle for the record and transmission of man's thoughts and

observations, but its use for general news purposes was so restricted

by its great cost that the average stay-at - home individual had to rely

upon the gossip of the itinerant trader or pedlar, who wandered about

from place to place selling his wares, and incidentally gathering

and distributing information concerning the world's doings , from the

warring of nations to the latest scandal in the next parish ; and often

probably drawing upon his imagination as much as upon his

knowledge for the news he imparted to his hearers .

But, notwithstanding its limitations, the manuscript document

was for a period used for the distribution of news . The preparation

and distribution of news letters "
a recognised English

was
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industry of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries, and the

system survived , though with gradually diminishing importance,

until the end of the eighteenth century. In the majority of

cases these news letters were prepared by agents in the metropolis

for their patrons in the country, to apprise them of the doings

of the Court and city, and of other matters of interest, during

their absence from town. The system was so far organised

that “ intelligence offices ” were formed, and letters prepared by a

properly organised staff for despatch to many clients . Ben Jonson's

play, "The Staple of News," produced in 1625 , deals in a satirical vein

with this outcome of the civilisation of the time. Many collections

of these 66 news letters remain in our great libraries, the most

important and complete being in the Bodleian Library at Oxford .

The cost involved rendered this system of news transmission

beyond the command of all but the wealthy and influential, and the

middle and lower classes derived no benefit except perhaps at

second hand .

The introduction and development of type-printing brought about

a great change. Utilised at first for the production of printed books,

the sacred writings, and classical works, it was not long before those

engaged in printing found that the new art placed a further power in

their hands. Although the regular newspaper was yet to come,

“ News pamphlets ” were issued as early as the fifteenth and early

years of the sixteenth centuries. These bore such titles as “ Newes

from Spaine,” etc. One issued in June, 1619, was entered as

“ A relation of all matters done in Bohemia, Austria, Poland, Sletia,

France, etc. , that is worthy of relating since the 2nd day of March,

1618 ( 1619 N.S.) , until the 4th of May.” As it is to Germany that

we owe the first examples of printing, so to that country is due the

credit of publishing the first regularly issued newspaper. This was

the Frankfurter Journal (Zeitung) , and it appeared first in 1615 .

This publication is still in existence. It was followed the year after

by the Nieuwe Tijdinghen, a Dutch production , printed at Antwerp .

The first English newspaper was the Weekly News from Italy,

Germany, etc., published in London in 1622 . The Gazette de

France ( Paris, 1631 ) and others followed , The London Gazette was the

first regularly issued English newspaper that survives to the present

day. It appeared in 1665 , and the earliest numbers were published at

Oxford, where the Court at that time was temporarily established .

In the reign of Queen Anne an immense impetus was given to

newspaper production, and a number of more or less famous
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journals appeared. The Daily Courant, the first successful London

daily newspaper , is of this period ; and there were many others,

some of high literary value, and some obscene, scurrilous, and lewd

to a degree unknown to readers of English newspapers to-day.

None of these, good, bad , or indifferent, have, however, survived to

the present . Of our leading journals to - day which can claim the

longest existence, the Aberdeen Journal ( 1748) , the Freeman's

Journal ( 1763) , the Morning Post ( 1772) , the Glasgow Herald

( 1782) , and the Times ( 1785) , may be mentioned. The last-named,

our premier journal , was known until 1788 as the Universal Daily

Register.

As far as can be gathered from the records of the seventeenth

and eighteenth centuries , the English Post Office organization had

practically a monopoly of the duty of transmitting news and of

distributing the newspapers of the period . It controlled all the

recognized methods of communication . Established, in the first

instance, to provide for the journeyings of the Court and high

Government officials, the unsettled condition of society imposed

upon it the supervision of the movement from place to place of

individuals whose action might be inimical to the Sovereign or

Government. The heads of the service were, up to the early years

of the eighteenth century, known as “ masters of the post, ” and

the only authorised suppliers of post horses were the accredited

agents of these officers or “ postmasters. ” Dominating as it did

practically all the national means of communication , it had

necessarily to carry the people's letters, and it appears to have

taken exceptional care that treason or sedition was not fostered

by the matter it conveyed . Secret inspection of letters passing

through the Post was systematically practised , the annual cost of

the branch charged with this duty reaching, in the early part of the

eighteenth century, close upon £5,000 per annum. The system

was maintained, in a word, partly for the public benefit and partly

to protect the State from attack .

There is little reason to suppose that the State at any time

actually derived revenue from the travelling public. It controlled

private travel solely as a measure of State protection , but with

respect to letter transmission the case was different. The monopoly

of the State in the matter of letter carrying was established by

Act of Parliament in 1609, and it has been rigorously maintained

ever since. At that time the business resulted in a loss of between

£3,000 and £4,000 per annum. By careful management this
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loss was before long wiped out, and a profit-earning stage reached .

The duties and privileges were then farmed out ; successive

“ masters of the post ” paying rents and taking the benefits, instead

of, as formerly, working as salaried officers. The rent paid in 1650

was £5,000 per annum, and before 1680 it had risen by increments

to £43,000 per annum. Postal rates for letters at this period

were very high , the cost per ounce ranging to is. for distances

over 140 miles . The rates frequently changed , but, generally

speaking, they were dependent on the weight of the missive and

the distance it had to be carried .

No sooner was the business made a commercial success than an

important item was added. This was the establishment of the

Post Office Packet Service. The early records of this service

are meagre, but it certainly existed before 1690 . The boats

employed were of from 150 to 200 tons burthen. There were

services to the Continent viâ Dover and Harwich , to Ireland , to

the West Indies and America, viâ Falmouth , and others. The

value of this auxiliary as a means of collecting news is self -evident.

The first steam-packet service was started in 1821 , between

Dublin and Holyhead , the boats being the property of the Post

Office.

Notwithstanding the high postal rates for letters, it is a somewhat

remarkable fact that for many years newspapers were carried

theoretically free , that is to say , they did not contribute directly

to the revenue of the Post Office. There was, indeed , a Govern

ment Stamp Duty on newspapers imposed in 1712 , and varying

from įd . to 31d. per copy at different periods and for sheets of

different sizes . This may perhaps account for the preferential

treatment accorded to newspapers when conveyed by post . They

were franked by certain Post Office officials known as clerks of

the road,” to any address within the postal distribution at the

rate of ad per copy, which was , of course, very much below letter

rates. The salaries of the franking officials were greatly enhanced

by these perquisites, but it was long before any change took place.

The necessity for awarding compensation deterred the authorities

from abolishing the privilege . In 1764, however, a change was

made which caused its value to be much curtailed .

the Franking Act was passed, defining the rights of members of

Parliament in the matter of free postage. Designed largely to

check abuses , it had the effect of increasing them. The franking

power secured to members by this enactment was practically

In that year
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unlimited . The newsagents of the time quickly found them

sufficiently pliant and unscrupulous to supply an alternative means

of securing free transmission for their papers, and the frank of

the member of Parliament to a large extent took the place of that

of the official. In 1789 the number of newspaper copies trans

mitted under the franks of various members of Parliament reached

close upon sixty-eight thousand per week . The system of franking

newspapers by Post Office officials was finally abolished in 1834,

and of members of Parliament with the introduction of penny

postage in 1840. The stamp duty on newspapers continued till

1855 .

It was not only by the conveyance of newspapers, however, that

the Post Office become identified with the transmission of news .

The control of communications afforded it unique opportunities

for the collection of news . Early in the eighteenth century we

find that the postmasters were strictly enjoined to send to their

principals, by this period known as the postmasters-general, the earliest

information of any incident of public interest arising in their

neighbourhoods. News from abroad brought by the packets , and

otherwise received through the ports , appears to have been

especially welcome. The recipients of such information used the

machinery they controlled to disseminate the news, at first to the

Court and to persons in high authority, and then , through the

press and by other means, to the more plebeian or vulgar strata

of society. The mail coach officials were great disseminators of

When public excitement was high the country people would

stand by the roadside, and as the coaches passed the driver or

guard would shout the latest information to them . The practice

had its disadvantages , for the impressions conveyed were not

always correct . To remedy this state of things as far as possible,

hand- bills containing short summaries of the news of the day were

printed and sent by the Post Office to the provincial postmasters,

and in due course distributed . The contents of these hand-bills

were meagre . They appear to have been merely complementary

to the more regular methods of news transmission, and designed

for the purpose of allaying popular excitement. We have a modern

type of the same kind in the war telegrams exhibited in the Post

Office windows on Sundays and at other times when the hunger

for early information created by national excitement cannot be

quickly appeased through the instrumentality of the newspaper

press.

news .
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The speed of the transmission of news in the early days depended

consequently upon the rate at which the posts travelled . Up to

the end of the eighteenth century this speed was lamentably slow,

a result due to the bad condition of the roads more than to any

other single factor. They were little better than bridle paths, with
ditches on either side.

Travelling by wheeled vehicles was a

matter of great difficulty at all times, and frequently impossible

in winter. At the end of the seventeenth century the “flying

coach ” between London and Oxford performed the journey at

the rate of about four miles an hour, and there is reason to believe

it was taken off altogether in the winter. It was not until the

early part of the nineteenth century that serious improvements

on scientific principles were taken in hand. The immediate result

was a marked acceleration of the mail service, and by 1821 an

average rate of over seven and a half miles an hour was maintained

by the London and Edinburgh mail coach. Between London and

Bristol the speed was over eight and a half miles an hour. Mails

were first conveyed by railway train in 1830, between Manchester

and Liverpool , but the principal portion of the matter was conveyed

by road down to 1838 at fixed rates up to ten miles and over.

From this date the competition of the railways began to be severely

felt, and the bulk of the postal despatches rapidly left the road for

the rail . One by one the picturesque mail coaches ceased to run ,

the last being the Norwich and Newmarket coach, which performed

its final journey on January 6th, 1846. Henceforward the speed

of transmission of news, mailed or otherwise, sent by train, was

accelerated to a maximum equal to that of the fastest express on

our trunk lines of railway.

The reporting of the speeches of prominent public men for

press purposes was practically unknown prior to the agitation that

led to the great Reform Act of 1832. In the ' fifties it had grown

to considerable importance, and it was no unfrequent occurrence

for the reporter at a country meeting to add a saddle-horse and

riding gear to his professional equipment, and with their help to

reach some centre whence he could post or train to London or other

large centre with his copy. Other expedients for the collection

of news were the employment of carrier pigeons, the use of the

semaphore lines of the Admiralty (to a very limited extent) , while

the Times maintained for a time a fast steamer which crossed the

Channel from Calais to assist in bringing the Paris and other

continental news to London as quickly as possible.
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Such being the means available for the collection and distribution

of news up to the fourth decade of the nineteenth century, it will

be of some interest to know the practical results obtained . News

of the Battle of Blenheim (August 13th , 1704) was published

in the Daily Courant on the 22nd , nine days later . The despatch

was a hurried one, written in pencil by the Duke of Marlborough ,

and entrusted to a Colonel Parke. More detailed despatches

quickly followed, and as early as the 26th idem a full account

appeared . The dates on the newspapers are August 11th and

August 15th respectively, being the Julian Calendar, or old style

dates . It is a feature worthy of remark that , although all the

despatches concerning this battle, as well as other reports that

appeared about this period , were dated according to the Gregorian

Calendar (new style) , the newspapers themselves, even the official

London Gazette, continued to be dated according to the old calendar.

The Gregorian Calendar did not obtain the sanction of the British

Parliament until 1751 , more than 150 years after its promulgation by

Pope Gregory XIII . , and its practical acceptance by the Latin

speaking races.

The American Declaration of Independence (July 4th , 1776) was

commented upon in a short leaderette in the London Evening Post

on August 21st, 1776. This was close upon seven weeks after the

occurrence, and probably the news had just arrived. Information of

the operations of the army and fleet engaged in the attempt to

subdue the North American “ rebels " frequently took as long or

longer, though reports of some of the important engagements came

through more quickly, special couriers and fast vessels being

employed. The bulk of the news of the campaign was of the

nature of extracts from the letters of officers and others engaged

therein.

The Times published rumours of the victory of Trafalgar ( October

21st, 1805)on November 2nd, but gave them little credence , remarking

in a leader that they might be regarded “ rather as an anticipation of

what may be expected than what has really been achieved .” The

phrase is suggestive of a more modern one which defines the

journalist's duties in part as " the intelligent anticipation of events

before they occur.” The reticence of the editor of the Times in

accepting the rumours seems to indicate that such appreciation was

not unknown a century ago . Admiral Collingwood's report on the

battle, and of Nelson's death , was published five days later, on

November 7th , and seventeen days after the occurrence.
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The first authentic news of Waterloo, fought on June 18th , 1815 ,

was published in the Times on the 22nd, and contained the essential

details of the Duke of Wellington's despatch , dated the 19th ,

Information of the actions that preceded this crowning victory down

to June 17th came viâ Ostend and Colchester, and was brought by

a Mr. Sutton , of the latter town . His boat left Ostend sufficiently

late on the 18th to enable him to report the sound of the guns in

the final action , and the account is full of happy anticipations for the

complete success of the British and their allies . The Battle of

Navarino (October 20th , 1827 ) was reported in a special edition of

the London Gazette, on November roth .

The events of the Crimean War and the Indian Mutiny belong to

a more recent period than any hitherto considered , and the various

reports concerning them were transmitted in part by the electric

telegraph , both on land and under sea. The time taken , however,

would seem intolerably long nowadays . News of the Alma, fought

on September 20th , 1854 , did not reach London until September 30th ,

ten days later . It came viâ boat and overland to Constantinople

and Belgrade, and was from thence telegraphed to London by the

British Consul General . The Times of October 2nd , 1854 , reports

rumours of the fall of Sebastopol (September 25th) , and these

reports were confirmed, in the opinion of the editor, by a report

received from the Turkish Ambassador, and published on October 3rd.

The various incidents leading to the fall were detailed , and circum

stantially the evidence of a glorious victory was complete . As a

matter of fact, the whole thing was a fabrication, arising, it was

generally supposed , out of exaggerated accounts of the Battle of the

Alma , and it was not until close upon a year of further weary work

on the part of the allies that the fortress fell into their hands. The

evacuation of the town by the Russians took place on September 8th ,

1855. As regards the Indian Mutiny , the seat of operations being

so much farther away, and the cable system being as yet of very

small dimensions , longer periods of time necessarily elapsed before

news reached the metropolis. The Relief of Lucknow , by General

Havelock , for example (September 25th , 1857 ) , was only announced

in the Times on November 14th following. The report is headed ,

“ By Submarine and British Telegraph.”

These later events belong to what may be termed a transition

period in the transmission of news. The speed of railway trains in

the ' fifties was not, by the most rapid services, much slower than it

is to-day, the speed of steamboats was being rapidly accelerated , and
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to crown the edifice built by the scientific and engineering skill of

the period , the electric telegraph endowed the newspaper interest

with an entirely unique method of transmitting news over great

distances by means of the properly controlled impulses of a

mysterious form of energy, with the speed of a ray of light and

an exactitude not exceeded by those older methods of transmission

in which information assumed the more concrete form of manuscript

or printed matter.

E. in C.O. J. W. CURRA.

( To be continued .)
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The Postmaster-General, Southern Nigeria ,
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Round about Freshwater, Isle of

Wight.

តា

OR a geologist visiting the Isle of Wight , Freshwater

makes an excellent centre from which to make short

excursions with a view to examine the geological

structure of the island. Within a radius of five or six

miles it is possible to examine almost the whole of the formations

from the Wealden to the Oligocene inclusive.

In a southerly direction one passes through the gap in the hills at

Freshwater Bay , and can observe the highly-inclined chalk , dipping

away to the south-east. The stacks and caves which have been so

plentifully formed by the joint agencies of marine and sub -aërial

denudation , can be examined here as in few places. The floors of

fairly horizontal slabs of chalk , which represent all that remains of

much of the fallen cliff, and which are entirely covered by the sea

at high tide, are evidently acting as a preservative against further

denudation. Massive flint bands run at high angles through the

cliffs. Then on the eastern side of the gap, there is visible a thick

layer of “ chalk rubble " or " head," resting on the chalk , and in this

have been found Elephas remains, and the formation is classed by

Prestwich as of the same age as the Brighton “ elephant-bed .”

Lithologically and palæontologically it bears a very close resem

blance to the latter. Further on to the south-east, within a short

morning's walk , one can quickly reach the spot in the cliffs where

the chalk is lost , and the observer passes successively on to the

outcrops of the upper greensand, gault, and Neocomian (lower

greensand). The last should be specially noticed here, since in

thickness it is considerably less than in its development farther east ,

as in the Shanklin cliffs, and since it here dips at a higher angle than

on the south-eastern shores of the island .

Yet a little further east, en route to Brook Point, and we lose the

lower greensand and pass on to the outcrop of the familiar Wealden

formation . Here at low tide we should have an opportunity of

seeing what is left of the Wealden forest, and of collecting fragments

of fossil wood. If we walk a few steps further to Brook Chine and

mount the cliff, we shall notice that we have lost the range of chalk
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hills, for these have retreated inland , the older formations occupying

a small plateau-like surface to the south of them.

From one's headquarters at Freshwater, one can on another day

walk in a south -westerly direction through some lovely woodland,

growing on the rich tertiary beds, and make at once for the Downs,

midway between Freshwater Gap and the Needles. Then mounting

the hill, the view over the trees towards the Hampshire shore on the

north gradually appears , and widens, until , as we reach the Tennyson

memorial at the summit, we can look back on a perfect panorama

THE NEEDLES, ISLE OF Wight.

spread out before us . Immediately in front is Headon Hill , and

the quiet water of Totland Bay appears beyond it . Then farther

north is seen the fort, which, protruding almost into the sea, bounds

the north end of Colwell Bay.

Almost opposite, on the Hampshire shcre, is the tongue of beach

which stretches out to Hurst Castle, with at low tide two small

beach islands , these being all that is left to remind us of the pre

historic banks of the river, which has since produced, and has been

metamorphosed into, the Solent. The walk to the Needles is longer

than appears at first sight, and compels one's attention to the fact

that the Needles Point is really at the end of a long and narrow

peninsula. We find that the Point has been taken over by the War

Office, and as we creep along, with a somewhat precarious foothold,
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the sea.

round the part that has been railed off, we see in front of us a fort

which has been sunk into the chalk, so as almost to be invisible from

One feature will specially strike us here. The Needles are

quite insignificant when looked at from above them, the chalk cliffs

themselves rising to a much greater height. The Needle disappeared

many years ago. From an old engraving it can be seen that this,

the original and best- formed Needle, had a fair resemblance to the

well-known Cleopatra's Needle. The foundations are now covered

by the sea.

A trip such as this would probably suffice for one day, but it

would be well to return by descending on the north side of High

Down as far as the top of the chalk cliffs bounding the south of

Alum Bay, in order to see the general structure and aspect, at a

distance, of the Eocene and Oligocene strata of the three successive

bays of the west coast, and to note in the mind's eye how these

strata tail on to the same beds on the Hampshire coast of the main

land.

On another day we might leave our headquarters at Freshwater

and make straight for the Chine at Alum Bay, which cuts through

the almost vertical beds of what are, according to some geologists, the

Barton series . If we walk at once towards the High Down on the south

we cross over the face of the Bartons (Upper Bagshots), Brackleshams

( Middle Bagshots) , Lower Bagshots, London Clay, Woolwich and

Reading series, and Thanet Beds. We should note specially the

brilliantly- coloured sands of the Bagshot series, as well as the

upright seams of lignite in the Bracklesham beds. If we turn again

northward, we soon see that as we pass from the Barton Beds and

the Headon Hill sands and reach the freshwater limestones of the

Lower Headon Beds (Oligocene) , the strata lose their verticality,

and bend round almost to the horizontal position. The Headon

Beds stretch on into Totland Bay and Colwell Bay, but an

examination of these must be left for another day's work. In fair

weather the route back to Freshwater might be made by scaling

Headon Hill and passing over the Warren, reaching the road again

about half-way back to Freshwater.

On another occasion, a start might be made by going straight to

Colwell Bay, a distance of about two miles. There is a small

Chine here, overlooked by a fort recently sunk into the cliff. If we

look to the south we see the rocky point of the north end of Totland

Bay, with its bold face of shelly limestones, composed almost

entirely of freshwater shells. To the north , as we pass along on the



ROUND ABOUT FRESHWATER, ISLE OF WIGHT. 155

sands, we find our way more and more chequered by masses of this

rock which have fallen from the cliffs. The layers dip gradually as

we advance, and give way to cliffs of a lesser height and of a looser

texture, and in some of the glistening glass sands here we shall be

able to collect a rich harvest of fossil shells.

When we reach the northern end of Colwell Bay we are obliged

to mount the cliffs, and this we can do by following a small chine

which here leads down to the shore . We must then pass by the

back of the fort, and temporarily losing sight of the sea we can push

on to Yarmouth by the military road . In a quarter of an hour we

reach the estuary of the Yar, and crossing it by the long wooden

toll-bridge, arrive at the dear old sleepy town of Yarmouth. Before

we take train back to Freshwater, we can pause to philosophise

about the past history of the Yar. How comes it that with so short

a length of river it has yet so wide a mouth ? It is surely more an

arm of the sea than a river, yet it takes its rise now at Freshwater,

and before there was a sea-wall at the bay, old writers say that the

splashing spray of the sea in the bay during a storm , used to mingle

with the fresh water of the nascent springs of the Yar. Most

geologists will agree with me that here we have a striking reminiscence

of a time, long since passed away, when this Yar flowed northward

from a point far out in the Channel and excavated the passage

between the hills , which we now see at Freshwater Gap.

W.D.O. EDWARD A. MARTIN.

Landing Cable from H.M.S. “ Monarch ” at Isle of Eigg.
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Surveying and its Compensations.

to

a

BOUT ten summers ago I received the then Secretary's

command to take up surveying duties in an English

district. Just prior to the receipt of that mandate

I met W. M. S. in a corridor of the G.P.O. West, who

was about to begin " surveying." He was surrounded by envious

colleagues, who were ejaculating congratulatory pleasantries, and

talking of prospective shooting , golfing, fishing, tennis — but not

ping -pong. My handsome friend seemed be brimming

over with joy at the prospect of leaving dear and dirty

London, and, perhaps, enjoying a cigaron Snowdon, or

bathe from one of the places on the delightful coast would

be his duty to survey. I anticipated similar delights when

my marching orders were issued . It was a glorious June morning

when my faithful Mathilde accompanied me to St. Pancras, and

whispered , as the train was about to start, with tears in her voice,

“ Have you got Pearsons in your pocket ? ” Of all papers on

the bookstall , that would not be the first I should purchase, but

an inspection of the periodical clearly showed the advantage to

my survivors of having the current number in one's possession .

I arrived at my destination in due course, and shall always remember

with pleasure the courtesy and goodness of the acting surveyor,

who very kindly met me at the station and treated me in a most

hospitable manner ; what can leave a more indelible mark on our

official memories than the helping hand at the beginning of a new

duty ? It was arranged that I should remain with and assist the

A.S. His room was literally packed with official papers, and then

I first learned that “ shooting,” “ golfing, ” and
66 tennis were “ off ”

Sickness and a variety of causes had turned

things upside down in the district , and the A.S.'s task was simply

prodigious. For several weeks our working hours were from 9 a.m.

until midnight, and not infrequently at the latter hour we would

walk to the H.O. with the secretary's pouch , and an armful of

packets ." Later on I was cast adrift, and had my own, very

own, cases . Although they required , and still do , a sort of semper

fidelis attention , yet there were, and are, many bright moments to

cheer one in the day's work. I have made mental notes of some

-very much.
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of the humorous things that have actually come under my personal

notice, and it may, perhaps, interest a few readers of this magazine

if I state them as they were presented to me. As I write I recall

the complaint of a stout old Lincolnshire lady who gave a sovereign

to the rural postman for a postal order of that value. He pocketed

the sovereign for his own purposes, and simply abused the lady

for daring to ask for the return of the money or the required

postal order. I had to make enquiry and drove up to the old lady's

cottage in a smart dog -cart, with a liveried driver. After discussing

the matter for a few minutes the lady concluded a long speech by

saying, “ I was passin ' your ’ouse the other day, an' I 'ad a good

mind to call on yer about it.” The poor old creature honoured me

by thinking I was Sir Spencer himself, and that the G.P.O., North ,

was my 'ouse.

* *

Just about the time when there was a general extension of the

delivery of letters in rural districts, I had to meet a complaining

farmer who had just returned from market . He had been , I should

say , transacting a large amount of business-at the “ Market

Ordinary.” After introducing myself and my business he replied

thus :

“ Now look 'ere, Mr. Sekketerri , my father's been

dead a week, and we just got the letter to say ’es dying, it makes

things ill-convenient, what the do you mean to

do ? ”

Diplomacy, as it has often done since, saved my neck.

* *

Many readers will remember the large bill posted in our offices

inviting telegraphists to enlist in the Corps of Royal Engineers .

One of these bills was duly exhibited in an East Coast office, where

a boy learner had to decide whether he would accept nomination for

an established appointment in another office or resign . His answer

was brief and emphatic , “ I prefer to be an Engineer's Kawpse. ”

The dear old Postmaster-still well, I hope-nearly had a fit.

* *

We had one of the best public schools in the district, not many

miles from Oakham, and those who knew the then Postmaster may

appreciate the following story. A Saturday, boat-race day, several

school boys waiting outside the Post Office endeavouring to learn in

an illegal way which crew had won the race . They became intensely

impatient, and at last one boy conceived the brilliant idea of
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“ having " the shrewd old Postmaster, who had already seen the

result in a private message. So the lad went into the office and

addressed the Postmaster : “ Please Mr. by how many lengths

did Oxford win ? ” Postmaster : Can't say ! ” No divulging here,

Mr. Cee-e-b.

* *

I was surveying a head office and came to the section dealing

with attendances of postmen . One man had been 296 times late

out of a possible 340 ! I had to see this officer, an “ old soldier, "

in the Postmaster's room . His proper time for attending the office

was 5.45 a.m. This is one of his replies : Well, sir, the face of

the clock outside ” (public office clock) was 5.51 a.m. , the clock

in the sorting room was 12.45 , and Mr. (the officer in

charge) “ timed me on 5.53 ; 'ow did 'e get at it ? ” I should have

had notice of that question.

* * *

Shortly after Mr. Cardin's promotion a word in his title was

altered to Comptroller. I happened to be at one of the more

important sub -offices where the Sub-Postmaster had written an S.G.

for the “ Comptroller and Accountant-General." The signalling

officer stopped at the word “ Comptroller ” and called out to another

assistant close by, • Here ! is Comptroller correct?

“ No, there aint such a word," was the ready reply . I find that in

the current Standard Dictionary the reference to that word is “ See

Controller. ” This probably accounts for the emphatic answer.

* * *

I will conclude by telling a story, against myself perhaps, but

maybe the more interesting on that account. A new Postmistress

made a serious complaint of “ bad smells " in her office. My chief

instructed me to make immediate personal enquiry. I did ; and

found the drainage a little defective. Instructions were given and

the new Postmistress was asked to submit a fuller report in a week's

time . She did :

6 March 3rd, 1896.

“ The Surveyor,

“ Since Mr. left I have detected no unpleasantness.

“ Sarah Condie,

Postmistress.

My chief simply roared , and I-well , it was no use having a

“ proud look and high stomach " in the circumstances.

EDWARDUS.
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The Magazine Dinner.

were

RHE Magazine Dinner, which was advertised in our last

number to take place on the 26th February, was

postponed until Wednesday, the 5th March , 1902 ,

when it proved a great success. Like
many celebrated

cricketers we missed our century by one, for exactly 99 ladies and

gentlemen sat down to tables presided over by Sir Robert Hunter.

We expected 112 , but the influenza and other causes

responsible for the absence of 13 guests . The following is the

programme and toast list : “ The King,” the Chairman ; « The Post

Office , " the Right Hon. G. J. Shaw Lefevre - response, Sir George

Murray, K.C.B.; “ The Magazine," the Chairman - response,

Mr. Edward Bennett ; “ Literature and Science, ” Sir William

Preece, K.C.B. , F.R.S.—response, Mr. H. Buxton Forman , C.B. ,

and Rev. John M. Bacon ; “ The Ladies, " Mr. Hamilton C.

Somers (in the absence of Mr. J. Scott Stokes) -response,

Miss Mona Wilson ; “ The Chairman ,” Sir Spencer Walpole, K.C.B.

-response, Sir Robert Hunter.

Between the toasts Mr. Herbert Braden sang “ Eldorado ," by

S. Engall . Miss Bloomfield , of the Postal Order Branch , who

unites to a good voice a fine dramatic quality, sang “ Thady O'Flinn , ”

by Molloy ; and Miss Wittrick, of the same branch , who has a

young and rich voice, sang “ Awake,” by Pelissier. Mr. H. P.

Noakes, of the Savings Bank Department, gave a violin solo.

Miss Miers, a most talented actress of the Postal Order Branch ,

was unable, owing to the length of the proceedings, to give her

dramatic monologue, “ A Peculiar Attack . ” Mr. Sydney J. Farrow ,

of the Savings Bank , was at the piano.

The Magazine has organized many successful dinners, and that of

1902 was certainly not the least enjoyable of the series. In the first

place, Sir Robert Hunter always makes a most excellent chairman .

Some men who preside on occasions such as these are naturally quite

:satisfied with themselves if they limit their duties to the time during

which they occupy the chair. But Sir Robert always insists on

taking his share of the hard work which has to be done beforehand,

and he throws himself into the business with energy and enthusiasm.
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The note of an evening's proceedings, too, is usually set from the

chair, and Sir Robert's example of geniality and optimism was on

this occasion followed by all the speakers .

Then for the first time this year we admitted ladies to the

banquet, and the general verdict was that the experiment was

eminently successful. The room itself looked all the brighter and

prettier for the presence of feminine faces and gay costumes , and

we do not think the most pronounced misogamist among our guests

found that his dinner was really spoilt by the presence of the fair

sex. Indeed, the Editor made all possible arrangements to isolate

those who thought his experiment a mistake and who preferred the

company of their own sex.

We were also singularly fortunate in obtaining the services of

Miss Mona Wilson to respond for the ladies. Miss Wilson is a

daughter of Archdeacon Wilson , Vicar of Rochdale , formerly Head

Master of Clifton College, Bristol , who is well known in Lancashire

for his interest in all questions affecting the welfare of the working

classes. His daughter inherits some of her father's gifts. She is a

Newnham girl , and is now the Secretary of the Women's Trade

Union League in the Clerkenwell Road. She speaks easily and

with great self-possession, and the tone of gentle irony she adopted

was much enjoyed by everybody.

We had many letters of regret from old supporters at their

inability to be present. The Duke of Norfolk's was an especially

nice letter :

- Norfolk House,

“ St. James' Square, S.W.,

“ 20th February 1902.

“ My Dear Hunter,

should particularly like to accept your most kind

invitation for the 5th, but I am unfortunately engaged to a Club

Dinner, and there are special reasons for my being there to support

the chairman on this occasion. I fear, therefore, that I cannot

throw over the previous engagement , but I should have very much

liked to come to your Dinner.

“ I thank you very much for asking me.

- Believe me ,

“ Yours very truly,

" Norfolk .”
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Following the precedent of previous years we are reporting fully

the speeches of Sir Robert Hunter in proposing the toast of " The

Magazine, ” and of the Editor in response, and our limited space

will not allow us to do more than briefly refer to the other speeches.

We make one exception , and in giving Miss Mona Wilson's speech

THE RIGHT Hon . G. J. SHAW LEFEVRE.

at length we know we are only interpreting the wishes of our readers .

The Right Hon. Shaw Lefevre, in proposing " The Post Office, "

gave some interesting reminiscences of his career as Postmaster

General , and dwelt on the changes which had taken place in the

Post Office in seventeen years.

Sir George Murray responded in a bright and playful speech,

which was much appreciated by everybody. He said he had the

Sir GEORGE MURRAY, K.C.B.

shortest experience of the Post Office of any postal servant present ;

he was a three year old, just the age when one began to take notice,

though hardly in a position to have an opinion of one's own . He

was impressed with the fact that the great Post Office army had

hearts as well as heads, and their hearts were in their work. They
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were not mere machines. He was reminded of an Oxford story.

A hatter was asked his impression of what he saw at Eton, and he

replied, “ Nine hundred gentlemen , and all in 'ats.” He wished

that Mr. Bennett could have induced the grumblers at the Post

Office to be present at that gathering, and its character might have

made a good impression on them. They would probably expect to

find there pre-historic men characterised by crass stupidity and an

absence of common sense and clothed in red tape. It had done

him good to be there, and it might have had a similar effect on the

public.

Sir Robert Hunter then proposed the toast of “ The Magazine."

Ladies and Gentlemen-I now rise to propose the toast of the

evening, prosperity to St. Martin's- le -Grand Magazine.

This is the third occasion on which I have had the honour to

propose this toast. My mind recurs to the first of these occasions,

when there was a very brilliant gathering with the Postmaster-General

of the day as the principal guest . It must be a very long time ago,

for the Postmaster-General was Mr. Arnold Morley, and we know he

was a member of a Liberal Administration . It is an extraordinary

thing, too, but I am quite sure, that the Boer war was not then

raging, nor had we begun to shout about Imperialism. All these

things show how long ago that dinner must have taken place. Well,

descrying events dimly through the mist of years, that dinner was

remarkable from the fact that Sir Spencer Walpole made his first

public appearance as Secretary to the Post Office, and inaugurated a

brilliant period of service by a very sympathetic and charming

speech.

I am afraid that that Dinner over-fed the Magazine, for not

long afterwards it waxed fat and kicked. Its kicking hurt some

one, and the Magazine was nearly deprived not only of the power of

kicking but of its very existence. However, it restrained its youthful

energies; its management was re-organised, and my friend

Mr. Edward Bennett became sole editor. Soon after, another dinner

was held , at which I occupied the position in which I am now, and at

which Sir Spencer Walpole, as Secretary to the General Post Office,

was present in token of the official forgiveness.

And now on this third occasion I feel like a friend of mine who

was asked to attend the Annual Meeting of a Society for the third

or fourth time . He said he would come, but he had only one

speech to make, and he could only hope that he would have a fresh
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audience, or that those who had heard him before had forgotten

everything he had said .

There is, perhaps one new point from which the magazine may be

viewed. On the previous occasions it was still something in the nature

of a venture. Now it is an assured success. It has been in existence

II years ; and every quarter more than 3,000 copies issue from

the press . Nor do these figures give a full measure of its circulation ,

for in many places one copy does duty for a whole Post Office.

This is what one would wish. For the main object of the Magazine

is, I take it , to quicken a sense of good -fellowship, of unity, of

solidarity, amongst the large administrative staff of the Post Office

throughout the country. Amongst surveyors and their assistants,

postmasters and their chief clerks, and the innumerable body of

officers who are responsible throughout the length and breadth of

the United Kingdom for the smooth working of the huge Postal

machine , St. Martin's- le -Grand chiefly circulates. Now I ask you

to dwell for a moment on the work of these officers. We at .

Headquarters really spend most of our time in dealing with the

exceptional incidents of the Service. If increase of work in

any district necessitates an increase of staff or a new office ,

if some difficulty arises, some new departure is imminent, if some

point is reached where two or three different ways may be taken,

the question is referred to Headquarters and there disposed of. But,

except as regards book -keeping, the Head Quarters' staff has little

to do with the every -day working of the Post Office, and it is to

those who are responsible for the efficiency of this every -day working

that the thanks of the public are first due. Upon the local represen

tatives of the Department the public have to depend for the regular

and continuous supply of those meansof communication which are

now looked upon as a necessity of the ordered life of a civilized

community. And this supply in turn depends upon the exercise of

much energy, much industry, and much tact on the part of postmasters

and those who aid them. Whenever, in the course of my work I have

to look at a postmaster's daily pay-sheet, I thank the stars under which

I was born, that I am not a postmaster. To bring that horrible

set of accounts right to a penny-personally, I like a little elasticity

in accounts — to manage a large indoor and outdoor staff, to

deal with the little difficulties which must arise day by day in a

large business, and to keep the multitudinous public, educated and

enquiring, uneducated and stupid , in good humour, demands no

small measure of capacity, and a vast amount of work. I have
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warm

spoken of postmasters, but they are only a type. The surveyors ,

it is generally understood, are doing hard labour here , to expiate

sins committed in a previous state of existence ! Well, among this

widely distributed and fully worked body of public servants

St. Martin's-le -Grand circulates. And perhaps we in London

hardly realize how valuable the Magazine is to these our colleagues

throughout the country. Mr. Bennett tells me that the circulation

is largest at places remote from the Metropolis. Aberdeen numbers

more subscribers in proportion to its numbers than any other Post

Cffice, while Glasgow , Liverpool, and Manchester are

supporters. This is what I should expect. To the members of

these offices St. Martin's speaks of the common life of the Post

Office . It tells them of the retirements and promotions of men

they know, it gives them short accounts of friends who have

distinguished themselves, they read articles by other friends, they

enjoy the gossip of St. Martin's Letter-bag. The fact that they

are members of a great institution is brought home to them, and

that esprit de corps is engendered which is so enjoyable a feeling in

itself, and which , properly directed, is of such great value to the

community.

But the circulation of St. Martin's is not confined to the United

Kingdom. I remember that at Mr. Arnold Morley's dinner it was

announced , that the Magazine had subscribers in Bulawayo, although

Bulawayo was then, I believe, some eight or nine days' journey by

bullock wagon from the nearest railway station . I do not know

whether the circulation of St. Martin's keeps up in Mr. Rhodes's

capital; but I am informed, that as soon as the Post Office was put

under civil control in Johannesburg, twenty-eight copies of the

Magazine were forthwith requisitioned. In Europe there are

subscribers at Malta, at Rome, at Berlin ; while at Stockholm and

Christiania St. Martin's is placed in the library attached to the post

office, and is available to the public. Even the unspeakable Turk has

laid aside his ferocity and may be found smoking his hookah in peace

over a copy of St. Martin's -le -Grand. An Indian postmaster took

St. Martin's to the front in the China Expedition, and sent home an

account of his experiences. The Magazine circulates both in Egypt

and Cape Colony, and when the Cape to Cairo railway is opened,

a large consignment of St. Martin's will be sent by the first train ,

for the civilization of the natives who will crowd to the station to pay

homage to the new God of fire and steam in his triumphal progress .

St. Martin's may even be said to have contributed to the defence of
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the Empire — for when the mails were attacked at Roodeval in July,

1900, ramparts were made of the mail bags, and I have not

the slightest doubt that these bags contained many copies of

St. Martin's. Finally, St. Martin's does not circulate amongst

present officers alone ; it has many pensioners amongst its

subscribers. Mr. Bennett tells me that the effect of their

unwonted leisure is to make them very punctual in the payment of

their subscriptions and very prompt to point out any alleged

inaccuracies in its statements.

Well, ladies and gentlemen, so notable a success has not been

achieved without much hard work and much zeal and ability on the

part of those who conduct the Magazine. I will not attempt to give

a list of those to whom the Magazine is indebted ; I will merely

mention one or two names. To Mr. F. J. Beckley belongs, to a

large extent, the credit of having established , in the early days of the

Magazine the foundation of its foreign circulation . Mr. Sherwin

Engall, the assistant editor, and Mr. A. F. King, the treasurer, are,

of course, Mr. Bennett's right-hand men. But the main stress of an

enterprise of this kind must fall on the editor, and I think you

will all agree that in Mr. Edward Bennett we have a most

devoted and skilful editor. Ladies and gentlemen , it is not easy

to conduct a magazine of the character of St. Martin's. It would

be easy enough to run a magazine which should be full of the

grievances of civil servants, but that is not the province of St. Martin's.

It would be easy enough, again , to fill the pages of a magazine with

controversial articles on Post Office politics, with discussions as to

the course adopted in this or that matter by the Postmaster

General . But all that is forbidden to St. Martin's. So strict is the

rule in this respect that St. Martin's must not criticize the critics of

the Post Office. The difficulties of the Magazine to which I alluded

a short time ago were due to the complaints of a gentleman whose

name the public use as a bogey to frighten the Post Office when it

is naughty. And this rule is obviously a correct one, for the Post

master-General may be as much embarrassed by amateur champions

ostensibly connected with the Post Office as Ly hostile critics in the

same position . What, then , is left to the Magazine ? Post Office

science — touching which my friends Sir William Preece and Mr. Gavey

have been most generous and constant contributors—Post Office

antiquities, Post Office history, Post Office descriptive articles, Post

Office belles lettres, Post Office news. Of these materials the

quarterly bill of fare has to be made up ; and you will agree ,
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menu,

that Mr. Bennett invariably manages to devise a very attractive

But the menu would not be so attractive, if the feast were

not plentifully seasoned with the salt of Mr. Bennett's own genial

humour. The pièce de resistance of each meal is the delightful chat

about men and things, in which we do not know whether to be the

more delighted with the kindly easy-going philosophy of Edwin,

or with the shrewd though artless comments of Angelina.

Ladies and Gentlemen, I have placed before you,I hope in no

exaggerated terms—the claims of St. Martin's-le -Grand Magazine

on your support. It offers a means of communication between

Post Office servants, wherever they may be stationed throughout

the dominions of the King. It promotes good -fellowship and

esprit de corps in the Service. It maintains in a modest way the

literary traditions of the Post Office. It is skilfully conducted on

rather difficult lines, and it gives pleasure to a large number of men

and women throughout a wide area. For all these good works it is

entitled to your good wishes ; and I call upon you to drink with me,

with all the honours, “Prosperity to St. Martin's-le -Grand

Magazine and many years of successful editorship to Mr. Edward

Bennett."

Mr. EDWARD BENNETT : In spite of the unanimous opinion of

disappointed contributors, there is no more human individual than

the average Editor . There is no man so susceptible to a little

flattery, no man so ready to take to himself the praises which are

due to his contributors and supporters. And I can assure this

audience that while Sir Robert Hunter has been saying so many

kind things about me personally, and so many encouraging words

about the Magazine, my blushes have been the astonishment and

admiration of the ladies who sit around me.

It would, I know, be more seemly and politic if I were to disown

all these pleasant things, and to use polite phrases concerning my

unworthiness and my sinful nature. But on the occasion of his

annual benefit, a man, I submit, should have a good conceit of

himself, and I am going to be shamelessly egotistical . When, in an

upper room in the Secretary's Office, in the year 1890, Beckley,

Ogilvie and I started this Magazine , we had a clear and intelligible

idea in our minds as to what we intended to do, and the success of

our enterprise is , I think , largely due to the fact that all through our

existence we have kept to our ideals, maintained our policy and

never cleaned our slate. We are also in full touch with the new

diplomacy. “ What we have said , we have said ,” and we never



THE MAGAZINE DINNER . 167

apologise to anybody. We have had our breezes with the authorities,

and Sir Robert Hunter has alluded to one little incident in our

history. Sir Spencer Walpole will remember such an occasion

when we troubled his peace of mind. But, to a strong constitution ,

breezes, even official breezes, are a tonic, and we came out of our

troubles all the stronger. I do not mean to say that we did not

regret the occasions of such storms, but we determined to weather

them. We set about remedying the causes, and, if I may say so,

we endeavoured to convince the authorities that we were right and

that they were wrong. Except under pressure of a solicitor's letter

that is as much of an apology as you can expect from an editor. It

is the fashion of the hour to convey your meaning in metaphors , and

editing a magazine like St. Martin's is best described as skating on

thin ice all the way. Sir Robert Hunter has very kindly referred to

the difficulties of our task in this respect, and I assure you he has

not exaggerated .

Now what is that policy to which, as I have said , we have adhered ?

It is simply to do our best to provide a medium by which the

thousands of officers in the Post Office can take an intelligent

interest in their Department. Division of labour is so necessary a

part of our life that we are in danger of limiting our interest to some

small corner of work and forgetting the big official world outside.

We want men and women who work for the Post Office to be proud

of their Department, to know its history, and to know each other.

We want, as Sir Robert Hunter has already suggested, to create in

them that elusive but most potent of all social influences, esprit de

corps. There is one other object dear to the editorial heart , viz . , to

infuse into the dry bones of officialism a little life and a little

humour.

May I mention one other reason which I think has contributed to

our success, and may I excuse myself for mentioning it on the

ground that I have seventeen years' experience of Magazine

management behind me to justify such a statement ? I believe

that both Engall and I have official axes to grind—I am quite sure

that King has—but we have never used the Magazine as a workshop

for the purpose. We have sailed our ship by the chart of 1890 .

A pressman said to me not long ago, “ I always read St. Martin's,

but I don't think it is a true picture of Post Office life. There are

no grievances . The only man who seems to have any grievances is

the Editor, and his are mainly of a domestic character."

The Magazine to -day is stronger than ever. Its influence extends

M
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to all departments of our work . Some time ago it was decided to

abandon in the Postmaster- General's report all the funny stories and

incidents which used to provide so much copy for enterprising

journalists. No official reason was given , so far as I know, for the

change, but the explanation is simple. The Postmaster-General

yielded to legitimate competition . He could not compete with

St. Martin's - le -Grand. I had a warning that the change was

coming. A man in the Secretary's Office, who had some share in

compiling the Report, came to me one day and said , “ Where do you

get your stories from : the Postmaster-General has had to use the

same lizard two years running. ” Well, the Postinaster-General's

Report , somewhat attenuated , still survives , and , so far, I have

received no proposal from the Postmaster-General for a working

agreement. But I confidently anticipate the day when the Report

will become a mere balance sheet, and readers will be referred for

further particulars to St. Martin's -le -Grand.

I should like to point out another direction where our influence is

felt. Sometimes when I sit down to the mass of correspondence

which this Magazine brings to me, I wonder what the Secretary's

Office men have to do. I know that I deal with matters which used

to go to them , and I look for a large reduction in the force of the

Secretary's Office in consequence . I understand that when an editor

or journalist applies to the Postmaster -General for information the

Private Secretary conducts him to the Muniment Room , takes down

the eleven volumes of St. Martin's -le -Grand, turns the visitor

loose among them, and then goes out himself to lunch , thinking that

he has done a good morning's work . So common has this become

that the editors now write to me direct. For instance, a sarcastic

editor wrote to me not long ago to know if I could explain, for the

benefit of his readers, what happened to a letter between the time of

its posting in Fleet Street and its return , undelivered, to the

sender. Nasty letters of that sort used to go to the Postmaster

General—they now come to me. The editor went on , “ We are

aware that in the ordinary way we should apply to the Postmaster

General, but what we want is not so much accurracy of fact and

figure as a picturesque presentment of the case. "

I have, of course , many kind and indulgent correspondents .

Mr. Tombs, of Bristol, is , for instance, a most constant and valued

correspondent , and , unlike the outside public , when he has written

me many letters he says he is sorry if he is worrying me. Moreover

he writes kind and encouraging things about the Magazine, and in
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a letter expressing his regret for not being present this evening he

says, “ If I were permitted to say a few words I would tell the Civil

Servants assembled how much indebted country people are to

St. Martin's for keeping them posted up in the current events

of the great Department to which they belong. Scattered units

as we are, your quarterly publication tends to remind us of our

connection with the Service generally."

I have been egotistical, but I assure you , ladies and gentlemen ,

there never was a time when the editorial “ we ” more correctly

represented the condition of affairs on the staff of our Magazine.

I don't think there could be a more fitting combination than

Mr. Engall, Mr. King, and myself. Mr. Engall is patient, discreet,

and industrious ; I am, on the other hand, supposed to be

deficient in all these qualities. Mr. King is the dark horse of the

combination, but he is none the less a source of strength-he guards

the finances — he makes up the quarrels instigated by the impatient

editor.

Then Sir Robert Hunter is our legal adviser. Men have often

expressed surprise to me that we have never been defendants in a

libel action , and I myself have been equally astonished . But two

considerations have doubtless animated any possible plaintiffs. The

one is a knowledge of the Editor's official salary ; the other is the

fact that the Editor has behind him the friendship and the legal

advice of Sir Robert Hunter. For twelve years Sir Robert has been

spoiling for a case and he has never had an opportunity. As for

myself I confidently anticipate that when I reach the age of sixty

years I shall still be editing St. Martin's - le -Grand. I also confidently

anticipate that on the ground that I am indispensable, I shall be

retained until șixty -five and again until seventy, in order to edit

St. Martin's. Ladies and gentlemen, I am at your service and at

the service of your children . May not I also say, in view of the

future I have sketched , of your children's children ?

And now having blown this terrific blast on my own trumpet, I

will take to myself that modest and quiet demeanour which for

eleven months of the year characterises the editor of St. Martin's

le-Grand . I thank you one and all for your great kindness to me.

Sir William Preece, who proposed “Literature and Science,"

referred to the many men in the Post Office who had distinguished

themselves in literature, and Mr. Buxton Forman , in replying, gave

some amusing reminiscences of the way various secretaries and

postmasters-general had looked upon Post Office men who were



170
THE MAGAZINE DINNER .

addicted to literature. He said this was “ St. Bennett's Day ." He

had a grievance against St. Bennett, who induced him one year to

preside at a banquet , and then when in the chair, said to him , “ Now

say grace . ” This he found a difficulty in doing ; but St. Bennett

proceeded to write afterwards in the magazine that the words he used

were the monkish formula, “ Benedictus, Benedicat. ” He appealed

to those who were present to confirm him when he stated that he

had said “ Bennett dictus, Bennett dicat.” Moreover, St. Bennett

had inserted a portrait which purported to be his, but which was in

reality a delineation of Mr. Chadband .

The Rev. John M. Bacon, the well-known aeronaut, in responding

for science, said that the growth of the Post Office must accompany

the development of science . He expected that when the first

Rev. J. M. BACON .

message to Mars or the Moon was received it would not be a small

one, but would commence with plenty of dash with a G and be

followed with a P and an O.

Mr. Hamilton C. Somers proposed the toast of " the Ladies, "

and referred to the fact that the lady who was to respond was well

known for her sympathy with women workers.

Miss Mona Wilson : Sir Robert Hunter, gentlemen, I can assure

you in the name of all the ladies present here to-night that we heartily

appreciate this innovation . Instead of merely tolerating our presence

in some distant gallery whence we could feed hungrily on the echoes.

of your wit you have generously welcomed us here among yourselves.

The further honour you have done us in allowing us to express our

own gratitude on this occasion, I , as the unworthy mouthpiece of

that gratitude, shall be able to appreciate to the full at some less

prejudiced moment. I have no connection with the Post Office, and

my past relations to it have been marked I fear by that heartless
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ingratitude of which we have heard . I have, as one of the outer

public, received its too lavish favours with flagrant ingratitude.

My tenderest memories of the Post Office -- until this evening

have been connected with a little village in the north, where I was

staying with a friend at the local post office. The up postman

arrived with the letters only about five minutes before the departure

of the down postman. One of us had, therefore , to undertake the

duty of a somewhat arduous flirtation with the down postman while

the writer for the day answered the letters . It was the end of the

Miss MONA WILSON .

summer holidays, and the post usually brought tidings of the

engagement of some friend, who must be congratulated by return

if we were to avoid the charge of heartless indifference . But-and

I speak without resentment, I am ready to write to the Secretary,

or should it be to the Editor ? of St. Martin's -le -Grand, to

recommend that postman for promotion - further simplification was

necessary and we composed a congratulatory formula which could

be hastily copied out before the departure of the postman.

I am, as I have said , but a member of the outer public, and as

my deserts are less so is my gratitude the more exuberant. But

most of the ladies here to-night, by their connection with the Post

Office, or by contributions to St. Martin's- le-Grand, have a claim
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upon your hospitality denied to me. We-if they will allow me to

speak in their name— feel that our ambitions are roused and

flattered by our presence here to-night. We feel that you intend

by your invitation to us to welcome us on all the rungs of the

ladder.

Some of us are eagerly hoping that the chairman has marked the

legal acumen glittering in our eyes, and that he realises at last how

much his labours would be lightened by feminine co - operation and

feminine advice. Fair visions float before us ; but whatever the

future holds in store, if in years to come the editorial chair of

St. Martin's -le -Grand is filled by a woman, if the mantle of the

Secretary fall on the shoulders of a woman, if women have been

invited to undertake all slate-cleaning at Westminster, still the

memory of this evening shall be kept green . We can assure you

that the women of that day will always welcome your successors

among them at this dinner. Gentlemen , we promise you that they

shall never fall into the state of social ostracism from which you

have so nobly raised us to -night. We thank you for the very kind

way in which you have received this toast.”

Sir Spencer Walpole briefly proposed the toast of the chairman,

“ who retained his youth and was always full of energy for the

preservation of open spaces, or for St. Martin's- le -Grand .” Sir

Robert Hunter responded in a few words, and said how pleased he

had been to preside, and that he hoped the circulation of the

magazine would go on increasing. For the benefit of our readers

who were not present we publish a plan of the tables.
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Some Annual Reports.

1.-INDIA, 1900—01 .

HE Indian Post Office caters for its 300 millions of

human beings in a manner which entitles it to rank

as one of the most progressive and successful of the

postal administrations of the world . Moreover, like

the British Post Office, it pays its way, and can show a very

satisfactory balance. In spite of reductions in the inland and

foreign rates of postage, and of an all-round increase of pay to the

officers of the Department, rendered necessary by the constant

growth of money responsibility as well as of postal business, the

excess of income over expenditure increases year by year. The

present report announces an estimated surplus of £150,000 ; and in

calculating this estimate it must be remembered that no allowance

has been made for the services rendered by the Department to the

Government in the management of the Post Office Savings Bank,

and in carrying official correspondence at exceptionally low rates.

The total number of letters dealt with during the year was

250,858,165 , showing an increase of 8,452,435 over the previous

year, and of post-cards 218,351,317 , an increase of 11,888,049 .

The post-card has always been in favour with the Indian public ;

and the increase recorded is greater than that in any other class of

correspondence . There was a slight increase in the number of

letters and post- cards received from the United Kingdom (4,271,745 ,

as compared with 4,233,644) , and also in the number of newspapers,

book-packets and samples (7,770,797 , as compared with 7,349,624).

In the reverse direction progress is also recorded all round. The

wonderful increase in the inland postal business of India is especially

noteworthy as a sign of the spread of education , and of modern

civilizing influences.

The parcel post service with foreign countries has shown a

considerable development. The total number of parcels received

from all parts of the world was 125,321 in 1890-91 , and amounted

to 157,103 in 1900-01 . The number despatched from India was

66,392 and 144,427 during the respective years mentioned. The

parcel post with the United Kingdom occupies by far the most
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important position , as will be seen by comparing the following

figures with those quoted above :

Parcels sent from India. Parcels received in India .

1890-91 . 1900-01 . 1890-91 . 1900-01 .

52,298 69,460 77,979 ... 118,196

Money Order and Savings Bank business show satisfactory

progress ; and the value-payable post, to which we have referred in

a recent review of a previous report of the Indian Post Office, saw

goods pass through it during the year to the value of £2,280,000.

In June and July, 1900 , the Indian Post Office made arrange

ments at short notice for the equipment and despatch to China of

field post offices to accompany the British contingent of the China

Field Force. The number of officers detached for this purpose

was 168 ; and it is very praiseworthy that, although the Department

was already taxed to the utmost in finding suitable candidates to

fill vacancies caused by deaths from famine, cholera, and malarial

fever of a specially fatal type , this staff was spared without any

dislocation of the inland service ensuing.

II.-CANADA, 1900—01 .

We congratulate Mr. Muloch, Postmaster-General, on the report

which he has this year presented to the Governor-General of Canada.

It is one of the most business-like and concise that we have ever

seen. There is no waste of words. The facts are few ; but they

give the situation at a glance-in 43 pages of printed matter.

The total net revenue from all sources, excluding that from the

Yukon and Atlin districts, shows an excess over the previous year of

237,208.02 dols . (about £47,450) ; and the total gross revenue

exceeded that of the previous year by 274,700:48 dols. ( £ 54,940) .

The expenditure, excluding that of the Yukon and Atlin districts,

exceeded that of the previous year by 191,730 dols. (about £38,350) .

The deficit upon the year's operations is 416,183-99 dols . (about

£83,236). No explanation is given as to the cause of this deficit ;

but the simple notification of the fact that in the year 1896 the

deficit was 781,152'19 dols . (£156,230) is no doubt more eloquent

of the progress of the department than a multitude of words .

The estimated number of letters posted during the year was

191,650,000, of postcards 26,842,000, of registered letters 4,528,000 ,

and of other articles, including parcels , 48,712,368 . The increase

in the number of letters was 13,375,500 (8 per cent . ) .
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The postal note system which was established in August, 1898, has

been steadily growing in public favour, as will be seen from the

following figures :

No, issued in No, issued in No. issued in

1898-1899 . 1899-1900 . 1900-1901 .

471,407 769,250 877,599

The money order business , which naturally suffered so far as small

amounts were concerned when postal notes were introduced , is now

fast recovering its old tone ; and in the present year there was an

increase over the previous period of 36,721 orders payable in

Canada itself and of 39,381 orders payable in other countries .

During the year a great simplification has been effected in the

exchange of money orders with the United States. The rates are

now the same as for domestic orders, namely, on

Orders up to 5 dollars 3 cents.

Over 5 and up to 10 6

30

50 15

75 25

30

It was also agreed that each country shall pay all orders drawn on

it by the other, without charge, in the same manner as if the orders

were to be paid in the country of issue. By this agreement the

names of some 30,000 offices in the United States, on which money

orders may be drawn, were added to the list. Much increase of

business is anticipated from these sweeping reforms, which reflect

the greatest credit upon our wide-a-wake brothers across the water.

IO IO

» 30 >

وو50

» 75
Іоо

1

III. - THE UNITED STATES, 1900-1901 .

Habituated as we are to our own neat, concise and businesslike

annual report, the sight of the huge tome which has just been

issued by the Post Office of the United States is pardonably

staggering. The book comprises , so to speak , five ordinary reports,

namely, the general survey of the Postmaster-General , and the

particular report of each of his four assistants. We have endeavoured

to picture, with much inward misgiving, what would be the appearance

of the British Post Office report if the Controllers of each of the

great Departments were given a free hand in the preparation of a

special detailed account of their year's work ! In the present case

relief comes to us in the shape of an abridgment of the report ; and
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in this form it affords a very interesting account of the proceedings

of one of America's greatest business concerns.

The balance sheet shows as usual a large deficit - about £784,695 ;

but this is , happily, less by £292,392 than that of the preceding

year. It is believed that in the ordinary course of things the annual

deficit will be steadily reduced year by year, but that unless the

Department can persuade the Government to remedy a most crying

evil, there is scarcely any hope of the balance being on the right side

for a long time to come. This evil, as is well known, is the abuse of

the privilege accorded by United States law to second class matter. *

The evil has been painted in lurid hues in successive annual reports :

appeals to the powers that be for a remedy have ever been intense

and eloquent ; but , up to the present, all has been in vain . The

abuse flourishes and is slowly but surely sapping the vitality of the

Post Office as a progressive institution. Speaking of it in his annual

report for 1899 , the Postmaster-General said : “ The most urgent

need of the postal service is the rectification of the enormous wrongs

which have grown up in the perversion and the abuse of the privilege

accorded by law to second class matter ; ” and he now adds that

“ time and experience only emphasize this statement . It is the most

urgent need ; and it underlies and overtops all other reform and

advance " ... its removal “ would relieve the Department from the

one oppressive burden which cripples and weighs it down, and which

stands as a constant and formidable barrier against improvement and

progress for the benefit of all the people in many directions."

Under the law of the United States it is provided that newspapers

and periodicals coming within the conditions it describes shall

constitute the second class with a postage rate of 1 cent (Ed.) per

pound . All other printed matter, such as books, circulars, and

advertizing sheets constitutes the third class with a postage rate of

I cent (Id.) for 2 ounces. Thousands of publications, however,

which are in reality books or advertizing sheets or gift enterprises ,

which the law never meant to include within the second class, have

crept in through evasions and loose constructions ; and to -day a

burden of many millions of dollars a year is thereby imposed on the

Government and the people . When it is understood that the

transportation of mails is paid for chiefly by weight, and that the

second class matter, while constituting nearly 60 per cent . of the

* Classification of postal packets in the United States is as follows : First Class

Matter ( letters andpost-cards ), Second Class Matter ( periodical publications ),

Third Class Matter (miscellaneous printed matter), Fourth Class Matter

(all matter not included in previous classes ).
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entire weight of the mails of the country, paid only 4,294,445 dols .

(£858,889) postage out of the total postal revenue of 111,631,193

dols. (£22,326,238) during the year under review, the enormity of

the evil is apparent. The aim of the United States law was to

encourage intercommunication and the exchange of intelligence .

It has never aimed to make the postal service a source of profit ;

and it deliberately established a low rate of postage for genuine

newspapers and periodicals with the express design of encouraging

and aiding the distribution of the recognised means and agencies of

public information . It never meant, however, to “
open the flood

gates for an inordinate stream of purely private enterprises which

have no public object whatever within the contemplation of the

law .” Steps are now being taken by legal means to exclude from

the privilege those publications of which the editorial staff consists

of “ a single hand for scissors and paste pot,” which have no news

service, and of which the only material expense is the cost of paper .

The Rural Free Delivery system is gradually spreading ; and it is

estimated that four years hence correspondence will be delivered at

every door in the States except in the most remote, mountainous

and sparsely settled districts . At first the movement was looked at

coldly from many quarters ; but the policy has vindicated itself by

its fruits. The rural delivery service is a potent educational force ;

it brings agricultural life into far closer relations with the active

business world ; it keeps the farmer in daily touch with markets and

prices ; it advances general intelligence, promotes good roads , and

unites with other wholesome influences in checking and changing

the hitherto prevailing current from country to city. Moreover, it

has been found to pay its
way.

As regards Parcel Post Services , the result of the first year's

working of the Parcel Post convention with Germany — the first

made with any European nation-is announced. The aggregate

weight of parcels received from Germany was 233,690 pounds, as

against 51,484 pounds sent in the reverse direction. The average

weight of the former was 7:44 pounds, and of the latter 2:44 pounds.

It is mentioned that other countries in Europe are anxious to

conclude similar conventions ; but there is apparently still some

doubt in the Postmaster-General's mind whether any extension of

the International Parcel Service should be made before a domestic

Parcel Post is established . The inauguration of a domestic system

is said to be a question for Congress to settle ; and in these

circumstances it appears that Great Britain has still a long time to
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wait before the much desired Convention can be arranged. The

second assistant Postmaster-General hints that the preference given

to Germany was due to the fact that the way was opened for it by

the close relations which have existed between the two countries in

the conduct of the Ocean Sea Post Office services for a number of

years. Is this a broad hint to Great Britain that she must give in to

the United States as regards the establishment of ocean sea sorting

on board the Transatlantic steamers before the project of a Parcel

Post service so ardently desired will be entertained ? The policy of

mutual concessions is a good one. It has appeared to be the

guiding principle in several late diplomatic strokes, so why not

exercise it here ?

The Money Order Service is in a flourishing condition . During

the 305 working days of the year the average daily receipts

amounted to £194,762 ; and the total for the year was about

£58,923,736 , an increase over the previous year of £7,800,000.

The amount of money orders advised to Great Britain was

5,453,344 dols . , or about £1,091,000. Next in order comes

Germany with 2,650,740 dols. , or about £530,148.

It is interesting to note that in Alaska the Post Office has followed

hard on the trail of the prospector ; and it now maintains 29
mail

routes with a length of 22,059 miles , involving an annual mileage

covered of 665,067 miles at a cost of, roughly, £58,600.

The number of articles of all classes dealt with during the year

amounted to 7,424,390,329, consisting of, as far as can be estimated ,

3,604,322,767 letters , 659,614,800 post-cards , newspapers and

periodicals (second class matter) 2,206,791,539 , and third and

fourth class matter 953,661,223 .

As usual , a statement appears in the report showing particulars of

the voyages made during the year ended the 30th June , 1901 , from

New York to Queenstown and Southampton by the various mail

steamers . At the head of the list stands the name of the Hamburg

American Company's ocean greyhound the “ Deutschland , ” with

a trip which occupied 1434 hours , and then the North German

Lloyd “ Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse ” with 155'4 hours. The

Cunard Co.'s " Lucania " and " Campania " next appear, with records

of 165.8 hours and 168.5 hours . This continued loss of the blue

ribbon of the Atlantic course is becoming a serious matter, in our

view, especially as since June, 1901 , yet another foreigner has

appeared in the field in the shape of the “ Kronprinz Wilhelm ,"

which is showing even her fast sisters a clean pair of heels . We repeat
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that this ownership by our foreign rivals of the fastest steamers is a

serious matter. We are quite satisfied that our leading shipowners

know their own business best, and that they would build fast ships

that would give all craſt afloat a start if it paid them to do so. But

we think the question is one that is now removed from their hands,

and is passed into those of the Admiralty. There is no denying the

fact that the steamers above-mentioned, which are leaving our boats

behind, are a national menace. If war broke out , and they were

employed as armed cruisers against us, the damage they could do

in a short time to our merchant marine is incalculable. As scouts

their services would also be invaluable to the admiral in command

of an enemy's fleet ; and no ship in our navy would have a chance to

get a shot in at them unless it were by chance. There is a committee

of the House of Commons sitting to consider the question ofsteamship

subsidies ; and we hope that the result of its labours will be the

taking of some steps by the Government towards the encouragement

of our shipowners to keep pace, and more than pace, with our

foreign competitors.

As we go to press the rumour reaches us that the Cunard

Company have practically decided upon the construction of a

steamer which will outstrip the crack vessels of our German friends.

More definite information is not yet obtainable, beyond the fact

that both as regards speed and size the new leviathan will exceed

the “ Campania " and " Lucania . ”

We are by this time well acquainted with the tendency of Uncle

Sam towards swelled - headedness ; but we did not expect to find a

symptom of it in a sober Post Office report. But we have found it ;

and we quote the passage in which we trace it as a fitting conclusion

to our notice : “ It is , therefore, not saying too much to state that

in most of the more important relations of the postal service, as

shown by statistics , the United States leads the world .”



181

The Retirement of Mr. James Hookey.

The ability to seize opportunity and turn accident to account - this

is the proof of a great man.-FRISWELL.

HE retirement of Mr. Hookey removes another of the

links that hold the unrestful present in touch with the

more thoughtful past, and prevent the historic era of

the electric telegraph from passing out of memory.

The subject of this notice was born at Bristol on December 30th ,

1839 , and received his education at Bath. In 1855 he entered the

service of the Electric Telegraph Company, and six years later was

advanced to the position of engineering inspector and assistant

superintendent, being transferred to London in 1862. Although he

had some thoughts of accepting the superintendentship of telegraphs

offered him by the Great Northern Railway Co. , and was indeed

temporarily employed in that capacity, he elected to join the Post

Office Service and came over at the transfer in 1870. He served in

various capacities under three Engineers-in -Chief -- Mr. Culley,

Mr. Graves, and Mr., now Sir William Preece, and on the retirement

of the latter in 1899 he was selected to occupy the premier position ,

which has fitly been called the “ blue ribbon ” of the Postal

Telegraph Service.

Mr. Hookey's intimate knowledge of his charge could not

possibly have been acquired had he not grown up with the telegraph

system . He had watched its development and been conversant

with each improvement and advance in practice and research . The

troublous times of the transfer settlement during which arbitration

proceedings were carried on between the Postmaster General and the

railway and canal companies whose interests in the telegraphs had

been acquired by the State , gave him a knowledge of finance and

negotiation which he has been able to turn to good account. He

was gifted with a wonderful memory which enabled him to clearly

preserve the sequence of events, their causes , bearing, and

consequents. If he had any boast it was that he did not need to

keep records , and many a time he has amply justified it .

Few men have been able to place such wide knowledge, powerful

grasp of detail, keen perception, and mature judoment so heartily
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and unreservedly at the public service. In the business of the

engineering branch he was a never failing source of power, born of

wide and precise information and of moulding and directive force.

His native tact was only equalled by his resource and masterful

independence of circumstances . The intuitive way in which he

could find a key to the most difficult situation and evolve cosmos out

of chaos instinctively commanded the respect and admiration of

those who have been privileged to witness it . He possessed in full

measure that genius which has been well described as an infinite

capacity for taking pains.

In his method of work there was no antagonism . He was

scrupulous to observe all the courtesies of correspondence and

careful to discourage any appearance of friction with other branches.

He was above the petty glory of a sectional chieftain, and was at all

times ready to advise and act for the good of the service at large.

His intercourse with the members of his own staff was dignified

but always friendly. He was too busy to seek for opportunities of

fault finding ; he was too active and careful to allow irregularities or

wrongs to go unremedied when they appeared . It was not his way

to blame but rather to better it , and many a man has received

encouragement and inspiration by his personal help in official

difficulties where rebuke, though perhaps deserved , would have

wounded and discouraged.

The outstanding feature in Mr. Hookey's character as a chief may

be summed up in one word-consideration . It was at once his

strength and his weakness. He had a true conception of the

functions of the high office which he was called upon to fill, and

always kept in view the fact that his responsibilities did not end with

the economic and thorough efficiency of the telegraph system, but

that they embraced the well-being and fair treatment of every man

under his direction as well.

He was never guilty of petulant judgment. He recognised that

there are two sides to every question , and spared no pains to

personally master the facts of even trivial cases lest there should be

any unfairness in his conclusions. Had he been less considerate of

the feelings of others and more despotic, he might perhaps have

been a greater Chief, but he would have been a smaller Man. To

his everlasting credit be it said that he was not encumbered with

that type of mind occasionally met with in official as well as ordinary

life, the central idea of which appears to be that all subordinates are

but “ dumb driven cattle " requiring only the persistent application
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of whip and spur to ensure perfect efficiency and satisfaction. His

knowledge of human nature would by itself have saved him from

such an egregious and ruinous policy ; but supplemented as it was

by a marvellous power of penetration , ripe judgment, and quiet

sympathy, he became naturally in fact as well as in name the

successful chief and leader of a loyal staff.

Mr. Hookey will be known and remembered by what he has done

rather than by what he has said . He was not apt in speech, and his

utterances were marked by caution and at times reserve , But he

has left his mark behind him nevertheless—a mark deep and broad,

of difficulties patiently surmounted, of work thoroughly well done,

of duty conscientiously and ably performed . Time to him was life

—too precious to be squandered, impossible of recovery if lost.

He never wasted a minute nor put off till to-morrow what he found

it possible to accomplish to -day. And yet it must be admitted that

in his close personal application to detail there lurked a menace to

the higher organisation and supreme direction which is perhaps the

primary function of a chief. A man cannot accomplish everything,

and it is true wisdom to recognise one's limitations, not to discourage

effort and excuse apathy, but in order that the powers wich which a

man is endowed may be conserved for application in the highest

service. Had Mr. Hookey been less zealous he might perhaps

have avoided the physical collapse which has necessitated his with

drawal from official life at the age of 62. Already there go out to

him in his retirement the sympathy and kind thoughts of men in all

parts of the country-not perhaps the invariable but surely the most

enviable crown to the labours of a life. R. McI.

N
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but, of course , we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants.]

SOME UNPUBLISHED LETTERS OF HORÁCE WALPOLE. Edited by

Sir Spencer Walpole. Longmans, Green & Co. , 39 , Pater

noster Row, London, New York and Bombay, 1902. With

two photogravure portraits.

The words “ unpublished letters” in the title of a book are calculated

to alarm the student of English literature, who has in these days seen

so many instances of letters put before the public, not for their

intrinsic worth, but because the writer bears an honoured name in

English history or literature . But associated with Horace Walpole,

the prince of gossips and the greatest of letter writers , such a title

raises our hopes , and we turn to the little volume which bears it

confident of the treat which is in store for us. We say at once , that

Sir Spencer's collection is a veritable addition to the most delightful

stock of letters in the English language. The Horatian hall marks

are to be found in almost every specimen ; the light touch, the

personal note, the warm heart, and the cynical point of view are all

here as we know them in the nine volumes already published . The

letters live, as Mr. Gosse once said, “ in virtue of the enchantment

of their delicacy .” Those before us are addressed to the Hon .

Thomas Walpole, and to his scn , the younger Thomas Walpole.

The former was Horace Walpole's first cousin , and his son , who

married a sister of Mr. Perceval, the Prime Minister, was the father

of the Right Hon . S. H. Walpole , and the grandfather of Sir Spencer .

In his preface Sir Spencer gives us some interesting particulars

respecting his grandfather. “ Like many other members of his

family, he was fond of argument, and his readiness to bring on a

dispute by dissenting from any observation is said to have procured

him the nickname of the dissenting Minister.' He married late
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in life Lady Margaret Perceval , the sister of the Prime Minister.

Some friend said , “ Why, Walpole, what is this I hear ? Going to

be married at your age ? How old are you ? ' My grandfather at

once replied , in the words of Kent to Lear, * Not so young, sir, to

love a woman for singing, nor so old to dote on her for anything.

I have years on my back forty -eight.'” Sir Spencer tells us that one

of the books that he values most is a Virgil which Horace Walpole

gave to his grandfather in 1772 , “which my grandfather gave to my

father on his going to Cambridge, and which my father subsequently

gave to me.”

How very modern some of these letters are in style and in subject !

For instance, Horace Walpole writes : “ An Opposition that could

muster 134 on Sir George Saville's late motion for hearing the

Delegates, shows how strong the opposition might be had they any

union or conduct. But neither is to be expected , and as folly and

chance seem to be the only managers on this side of Europe, it is

impossible to guess what will happen, for penetration cannot

calculate on such data .” We rub our eyes, and think for the

moment that we are, perhaps, reading a criticism of the 1902

Walpole, but at the head of the letter stands the date, 1781 .

And in the same letter the writer adds : “ On Monday, on Burke's

motion for enquiry into the transactions at Eustatia , the Opposition

was treated with the utmost scorn , for impudence is accepted by the

nation for Spirit, and unfair War for policy. To be sure unfair War

when we are inferior is Spirit, but then it is not policy .” It is

indeed painful to think that there may have been pro-Boers as far

back as the eighteenth century .

Here is a delightful description of an old man's patriotism :

“ There is little merit in loving one's country or wishing it

prosperity, for it is as natural as to love individuals . But when

one totters on the verge of quitting it, the passion is weakened by

its extensiveness. One regards the state of one's Country always

with some reference to Self, to one's posterity, one's family, or

one's friends. When one is to bid it Adieu, one wishes one's

Country may be happy while these connections shall last, and by the

preference for what one has loved , one wishes one's Country may

always be prosperous. But that Always is so vague and indefinite

a desire, the impossibility of any one country always prospering is

so certain, that, however fervent Father Paul's ejaculation Esto

perpetua ! might be at the moment of utterance, he would not

have found that it had much meaning if he had analysed it.
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When one wishes what is impossible, there is more piety than

sense in the effusion . ” This is the cynical Walpole, and with more

space at our disposal we should have liked to show by extracts how

warm was the heart that inspired these letters . But we must refer

our readers to the little volume, and content ourselves with saying

that if Sir Spencer is occupying a portion of his leisure in discovering

family treasures such as these , we have little cause for regret that

he left us at a time when “ his eye was not dim , nor his natural

force abated.”
)

A First COURSE OF PRACTICAL SCIENCE, with full directions for

Experiments and numerous Exercises. By T. H. Leonard, B.Sc.

London, John Murray, 1901 .

This is a capital little book , which really fulfils the author's intention

of being clear and explicit . Too many primers are written in the

baldest style, and though they doubtless contain much useful

knowledge, are better calculated to repel than to attract beginners.

They are often so full of matter that the printing cannot be properly

spaced, and are usually bound in cheap, ugly and flimsy cloth .

Mr. Leonard's First Course is a pleasant contrast in these respects

to the books we have in mind, it is well printed on good paper, and

the binding is in good taste. Nor do its contents disappoint the

expectations raised by the appearance of this little volume . The

Introduction contains an excellent account of the decimal system ,

and although we have never sympathised with an excellent official

of bygone days, who boasted that he did not understand what a

decimal fraction was, there are, we believe , many otherwise intelligent

people who are quite ignorant of decimals, and to such as these

Mr. Leonard's introduction should be useful. Within the compass

of less than a hundred and fifty pages , we are told something about

the principles which underlie the measurements of length, surface,

volume and weight, of equilibrium , the lever, air pressure and heat ;

and it may surprise many readers, much as M. Jourdain was surprised

at learning he had talked prose all his life, to know that they cannot

measure a yard of cloth , or weigh a pound of sugar, except by the

aid of science.

Dr. T. H. Gladstone has written a brief preface to this book,

which deserves all he says of it, but the book itself is its own

recommendation.
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Jane Austen.

URING the last few years there has taken place a remarkable

Many

dainty editions of her works have been published, and they have sold
well . Much has been written about the novels themselves, but

I fancy that few people know anything of the extremely interesting
personality of Jane Austen herself.

Indeed most people who know her only by name still think of her

as a rather prim and proper old maid , who wrote extremely priggish

and old fashioned tales, and whose life was excessively dull and

uninteresting. There have been people who classed her with the

authoress of The Wide, Wide World, a book which Mr. Augustine

Birrell informs us was the only novel over which Bishop Thirlwall,

an omnivorous novel reader, got thoroughly stuck . Mr. Birrell is

careiul to add that it is not recorded whether the good bishop ever

tried Qurechy.

The Church of England has produced a number of great theo

logians and eloquent preachers. It has also directly and indirectly

produced a quite respectable number of novelists and humorists.

There is a vein of clerical humorousness which has a distinct place

in English literature , and even a dash of vagabondism which finds

expression in country Vicarages, leisurely deaneries, and within

college walls. It extends even to the women folk . Vagabondism

we are, of course, accustomed to meet in clergymen's sons ; it runs

in the shape of literary power in the case of clergymen's daughters.

Like Charlotte Brontë, in perhaps this fact only, Jane Austen was the

daughter of a Church of England clergyman, his living being in

Hampshire, and she was born in 1775. In 1801 she removed to

Bath with her family and the rest of her life was passed in the

country or in provincial towns with occasional visits to London.

Sense and Sensibility was published in 1811 ; Pride and

Prejudice in 1813 ; Mansfield Park in 1814 ; Emma in 1816.

She died at Winchester in 1817 , aged 42 years. Northanger

Abbey and Persuasion were published after her death in 1818.

This is the bare outline of her life, and if an interesting biography

must consist of adventures, exciting incidents, illustrious friendships,

there is no scope here for such a work .
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But we have volumes of her correspondence, recollections of her

by loving hands, as well as the evidence of her own novels to rebut

the libelthat the life she led was a dull and narrow one . At any rate ,

she did not find it so, and perhaps she is the best judge. At the

time she wrote her best work she was pretty and lively and a rather

desperate flirt. She could conceive no higher delight than to

dance from sunset to sunrise whenever occasion offered . She had a

round, plump little face which, in the pictures that have come

down to us, suggests a delight in the mere sensation of living, a

delight which the vanity and nervous excitement of so many authors

very seldom allows them to experience. Her letters, like her novels ,

play round a limited circle of family interests and personal small talk ;

they are full also of a delicate cynicism , the very same cynicism we

are accustomed to in the novels, and an amused interest in all things

huinan . How she herself is dressed , what she herself thinks she

looks best in , with whom she danced , how Mr. S-- admired her,

what he said to her, what she said to him , what the world said of it ,

is the subject matter of her very frank and human letters to her

sister . She was a natural, wholesome English girl, and her best

claim on our admiration is that in her lifetime she was loved by her

friends and relations for everything but the fact that she was a

literary personage .

Of the fact that she was an author she was always just a little

bit ashamed . She did not know a single member of the scribbling

fraternity, and that her immediate friends and relatives thought

as modestly of her intellectual achievements as she did herself is

apparent by the pathetic and illuminating circumstance that in

the long inscription which was placed on her tomb in Winchester

Cathedral there was until quite recently nothing to indicate that

a great novelist lay buried there ; only the memorial to one who

had apparently been a very lovable woman met the visitor's eye.

It was long years after her death that her nephew added a brass

which for the first time brought her literary reputation into

prominence :- “ Jane Austen , known to many by her writings,

endeared to her family by the varied charms of her character , and

ennobled by Christian faith and piety ." “ She openeth her mouth

with wisdom and in her tongue is the law of kindness . ” '

Both inscriptions are eloquent of the charm of her personality,

and even though we allow for the generous forgetfulness which

inspires our words concerning the dead we may readily believe the

character that is here given to her. It is evident that she could

say very bitter things, that she spared nobody as a subject for

her sarcasm , but the evidence goes to show that her novels were

the safety -valve for this side of her character, and any little

overflow which was still left was poured into the ear of a privileged

sister, who we are confident from what we know of her never

passed them on as some ladies might perhaps be tempted to do.

i think the very best judges of character are children, and when

they are unanimous their verdict is infallible . They one and all
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adored Jane Austen ; she was Aunt Jane to the whole world of

her child acquaintance as well as to her lawful nephews and nieces.

To Jane Austen the fuss that was made about her writings

seemed a trifle absurd . She said with beautiful modesty “ They

cost her so little . ” When a strange lady asked to be introduced

to her she declared testily, “ If I am a wild beast I cannot help

it ; it is not my fault . ” This is scarcely the spirit in which your

modern author writes to the editor of a daily journal to suggest

an interview in which he can explain how it is he writes so cleverly,

what is his modus operandi, what are his hobbies, who are his

favourite authors , and what he does with himself when he is not

writing or advertising . Like every true artist Jane Austen wrote

simply because she could not help herself,

Here are a few extracts from her private correspondence . Some

of them seem bitter, but they were not intended for publication , and

Cassandra, her sister, to whom they were written , could keep secrets.

“ Dr. Gardiner was married yesterday to Mrs. Percy and her

three daughters."

“ She is not so pretty as I expected ; her face has the same defect

of boldness as her sister's and her features are not so handsome.

She was highly rouged, and looked quietly and contentedly silly

more than anything else.”

“ Earle and his wife live in the most private manner imaginable

at Portsmouth , without keeping a servant of any kind. What a

prodigious innate love of virtue she must have to marry under such

conditions ! "

“ Mrs. Portman is not much admired in Dorsetshire ; the good

natured world as usual extolled her beauty so highly that all the

neighbourhood have had the pleasure of being disappointed .”

" On the subject of marriage I must notice a wedding in the

Saturday paper which has amused me very much. Dr. Phillot to

Lady Frances St Laurence. She wanted , I suppose, to have a

husband once in her life, and be a Lady Frances.”

“ Only think of poor Mrs. Holden being dead . Poor woman,

she has done the only thing in the world she could possibly do

to make one cease to abuse her.”

These are specimens of Aunt Jane's satiric tongue. Here are

a few showing her in a perhaps more winning light. It is said

(though I can scarcely credit the statement) that the new woman

is superior to the agitations which disturb the average female mind

on the subject of personal acornment. Jane Austen was not a new

woman .

“ My black cap was openly admired by Mr. Lefroy, and secretly

I imagine by everybody else in the room."

“ I produced my brown bombazine yesterday, and it was very

much admired indeed , and I liked it better than ever.”

And when she was grown well into old maidenhood the thought

by no means soured or depressed her ; she made the best of a bad

job, and evidently called in art to assist her in retaining her charms.
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“ My headdress was a bugle band , like the border of my gown, and

flower of Mrs. Tilson's . I depended upon hearing something of the

evening from Mr. D. K. , and am very well satisfied with his notice of

me— a pleasing young woman — that must do - one cannot pretend

to anything better now : thankful to have it continued a few years

longer. "

One of the most amusing things I have noticed in those who

have written about Jane Austen is that they one and all assume that

a lady who knows so much of the working of the tender passion ,
especially in the female heart, must herself have had what are called

experiences. They fasten on the most trivial and trumpery bits of
evidence, and this writer thinks he has found the secret of her life

in one experience, and that writer thinks he has found it in another.

One lady writer even hints that she treated a certain Mr. Tom

Lefroy - the very name suggests extreme susceptibility-rather
badly . She is supposed to have led him on and then to have

refused him . But it is quite impossible to drop many tears over

Mr. Tom Lefroy's fate when we learn from recent researches that he

was married three times and lived to the ripe old age of ninety-three

years. Yet with a faith in the constancyof the male sex worthy of

a better cause, one female sympathiser with him has had the audacity

-in face of all this damning evidence to Mr. Lefroy's extreme
impressionableness and versatility - to hint that he loved her to the

end , because when taxed with the little affair in his old age he

remarked something to the effect that he remembered Jane Austen

very well, and he always considered her a very respectable young

The fact is there is scarcely a shred of evidence existing anywhere

that Jane Austen was ever in love, or that she ever had a serious

nibble at a sweetheart. We simply know nothing about the matter.

My own opinion is that she probably had some romance, but like

the eminently sensible woman we know her to have been she kept

the whole matter religiously to herself. I rather fancy Cassandra

could have told us something, but Cassandra was the most loyal of

sisters, and before she diedshe destroyed almost every scrap of

paper which concerned her sister's affairs. I have always thought

gratefully of that bonfire of Cassandra's, and that she deserves

honourable mention in a department of literature where biographers

of Shelley, Keats and Byron have more or less sinned against the

light. She probably scented in the far distance the coming to life

of biographical surgeons of the type of James Anthony Froude.

We owe much to her for her tender regard for the sacred places of

a woman's heart.

There are two things of which it may be said that silence concern

ing them is more certainly a sign of grace than their proclamation

on the housetops. The one is religion and the other is what is

weakly and erroneously called “ the tender passion.” Of religion ,

Miss Austen scarcely breathes a word in her novels or letters, save

perhaps here and there to thank God that she was not born a

woman.
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Dissenter, not at all on account of their theology, which she did not

understand, but because of their manners, which she abhorred.

Evangelicals she admittedly disliked , partly because she distrusted

and disliked emotionalism everywhere, but otherwise she proclaims

her adhesion to no special form of Christianity , and if you had

asked her the question put to a celebrated Divine as to what his

religion was she would have answered similarly, “ the religion of

all sensible people.” She kept her views to herself, but her religion
lay in the tissue of her character. And I doubt not if some

impertinent new journalist had asked her what were her love

experiences, she would have answered similarly, that they consisted

of the experiences gone through by most healthy minded and

sensible people, who very sensibly kept them to themselves.

believe the only confession she was ever known to have made on

the subject - the only preference she avowed — was that she could

fancy herself Mrs. Crabbe, the wife of the poet of that name. It

was a one sided attachment, for Crabbe was otherwise suited ,

and , indeed knew not of his admirer's passion , so hopelessly

mis-sorted are we poor men and women in this strange world .

Failing Crabbe, Jane Austen settled down into an old maid. The

sentimental modern poet has said :

“ Love is of man's life a thing apart,

'Tis woman's whole existence.”

And it was Miss Thackeray who exclaimed in reference thereto
“ How Miss Austen would have smiled at the libel.” Even

Mr. Tom Lefroy would have resented it as a reflection on his

In this connection it is amusing and significant to note

that Miss Austen always rises to the occasion over a refusal scene.

From an artistic point of view her actual love scenes are somewhat

weak ; there is a want of the idyllic quality in them , her dislike

of emotionalism affected injuriously her art, but in a refusal scene

she pours out all her rich artistic powers. She perhaps fights her
own battles over again in imagination , and the refusal of poor

Mr. Collins by Elizabeth ; of Mr. Darcy by the same lady, of

Mr. Elton by Emma, and of Henry Crawford by Fanny Price,

are as notable in their way as the famous acceptance scenes of

other writers . Elizabeth Bennet was Miss Austen's favourite

character. Is it my fancy alone, when I note with joy and

amusement that she is allowed the luxury of two refusal scenes ?

It may, I suppose, be stated as a general truth, that a man who

has an artistic sense developed at all strongly within him, would

prefer to be refused artistically and with tact and delicacy than

to be accepted clumsily and blunderingly. The artistic refusal

will always remain in his memory as a thing of beauty, and a
valuable addition to that gallery of mental pictures which every

artistic soul carries about with him . The clumsy acceptance, on

the other hand, comes as a shock to his artistic nature, and in the

years to come, as he sits opposite to the lady who responded so

awkwardly to his advances, the ugly vision of that scene becomes

own sex,
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the inspiration of many an unhappy domestic brawl. Miss Austen

is always the artist in her conception of what a refusal should be ;

it is no impertinent prying into her life to say that she was here

on ground she had herself trodden more than once. Perhaps if

Crabbe had been available, or if that other not impossible he

had come along, her love scenes might have gained in beauty

and power, but that was not to be . Indeed, I only know of one

pretty and moving love scene, untouched by satire and ridicule ,

in her novels, and that is in Persuasion after Captain Wentworth

has made his second offer to Anne Elliott. Note particularly it

was after the second offer. But much of this novel was written

on a bed of sickness, and the vitality which had previously shewn

itself in satiric observation of life was decaying, and as the shades

of the unseen world began to spread over her life, the supreme

beauty of love asserted itself over her sensibility to the ridiculous

side of passion. It is quite tragic, this idealisation on her part

of the second offer made later in life to the girl who had grown

in wisdom and in experience, and who had learned through suffering

the lesson of love. If I may venture to throw out a suggestion,

it was partly Jane Austen's extreme suceptibility to the ridiculous

side of the passion that kept her an old maid . From time im

memorial the love-sick man and the love-sick girl have been made

the subjects of laughter by authors, but those who have laughed

have generally been of the masculine gender. Women naturally

see nothing ridiculous in what obviously a tribute to their

charms , and the more ridiculously a man behaves the less is their

sense of humour touched , because their vanity, which is usually

the stronger element, is tickled . But Aunt Jane was the most

modest woman who ever lived, as well as the most sensible, and

her sense of humour was touched long before her heart could

assert itself, and when this is the case I regret to say it is always

uphill work for the male admirer. There are no doubt a great

many more ludicrous proposals made than there are artistic ones,

and as far as I can see it was Miss Austen's opinion that like

all other things it is only practice that makes perfect. Second

offers in her books are therefore invariably drawn with a sympathetic

rather than a satiric hand ; she naturally recognises that a second

offer to the same lady is far more difficult, requires more intellectual

ability, and involves far greater risks than the first venture , and

the subject is therefore worthy of an artist's pencil. Perhaps

fortunately for the marriage rate, Miss Austen's humorous outlook

on life is an uncommon one among her sex, for the proposition

that love is blind has long been the salvation of men. In Aunt

Jane's case it was not even near-sighted .

And what a limited point of view was that which influenced the

county society of which she was a member. For money, for

position , for good breeding, she always displays a most conventional
reverence . Both in her letters as well as in the mouths of her

heroines she makes us clearly understand that marriage without
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money is the very height of imprudence, and by money she

an independent fortune of not less than £1,000 a year.

And if it is imprudent to marry on a small income, it is still more

foolish for a woman to remain single in such circumstances. Emma,

in the novel of that name says, “ I shall not be a poor old maid ,

and it is poverty alone which makes celibacy contemptible to a

generous public. A single woman with a very narrow income must

be a ridiculous , disagreeable old maid , the proper sport of boys and

girls , but a single woman of good fortune is always respectable, and

may be as sensible and pleasant as anybody else." Emma is

throughout the book always a bit of a prig, and much of what her

creator puts into her mouth is doubtless satire, but still I fancy

Jane Austen had considerable sympathy with these views. You

can almost match them with extracts from her letters .

There was perhaps one thing more important in her eyes than

money, and that was good breeding. If you are a man you must

be a gentleman, and if a woman, a lady. A servant girl in a house

near my own was having a row with her mistress , and in the heat

of the quarrel the servant burst out with the following refreshing

taunt , “ I am as good a lady as you are , although I was not born

of lady parents.” This is of course a catholic view which in these

democratic days has many sympathisers. But with Miss Austen

we are conscious that the lady parents are a sine quâ non .

Her exclusiveness was carried to what some of us in these days

would even call bad breeding, and here again we are in the presence

of conditions which make her a stumbling block to many good

people. She irritates them by her prejudices, her narrow and

limited views of life. I speak a truism when I add that culture steps

in here and says to these good people thatsuch criticism does not
touch her reputation as an artist . As well blame Milton for his

Calvinism , or Dr. Johnson because he hated the Whigs. The only

questions we are justified in asking are : Could she write a story ?

Have her characters separate individualities , and do they live and

move and have their being ? A very large number of people who

have honestly tried to read her books will answer No to both

questions . Our appreciation of all art is largely a matter of

temperament, and we must not hastily judge these unhappy persons .

Those whose answer is an emphatic, an enthusiastic yes make no

extravagant claims for their authoress. We know full well her

defects, her littlenesses , her narrowness of view and her limited aims

-we smile at them , for they are part of the charm, they endear her

to us, her humanity appeals to our sympathy — for to us there is no

doubt about it , her characters are all alive : they interest us in

spite of their littleness. It is a tribute to the genius of the author

that she enlists our interest even when we feel the exceeding

triviality of the lives she is portraying. Pathos she has shown

she could command here and there, and if her life had been spared

she would have probably made strides in this direction, but tragedy

and passion were constitutionally impossible with her. The most
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tragic situation she can picture is an occasional convenient accident

to a lover who requires to be kept close to the house for the

purposes of her story. Miss Edgeworth, who as an artist is a long

way below her, could strike with ease a note that with Jane Austen
is untried . You may remember the close of Castle Rackrent,

Sir Condy's deathbed scene, and his dying words, “ Ay, Sir Condy

has been a fool all his days.” Miss Austen could never have given

us this, any more than Miss Edgeworth could give us subtlety,

humour, and delicate delineation of character. Every story is a

love story from start to finish , but the books are none the worse as

literature on that account. She was old -fashioned enough to think

that love and marriage were the most interesting events in the

average human life, and absorbed largely the attention of even

the unmarried. To her they were also extremely amusing, and she

maintained throughout the position of a spectator whose appearance

on the stage itself had been of a character just sufficient to make

her at all times a sympathetic critic. I do not mean to say she

flirted for the sake of making copy—I have known this to be done

but she most certainly knew the technique of the game as well as

its theory. And the excellence of her genius — again it is a truism

to say so - is apparent in the slender material she had at hand

wherewith to weave her stories into beautiful shape. Now-a-days

some of us appear to want our love stories seasoned with ingredients

other than those she was in the habit of using. As George

Meredith said the other day— “ It is autumn time in our literature.

The leaves are falling, especially the fig leaves . "

Miss Austen lies buried in Winchester Cathedral , and what is

she doing in this galley is the question which arises to the lips of

thetripper and thecurious visitor. For kings and princes lie buried

at Winchester, and the clergyman's daughter “ who preferred three

or four families in a country village ” would perhaps have found a

fitter resting place in a country churchyard. But if queenship is,

as I think , her rank in literature, she sleeps well in Winchester, and

it is the kings and queens who are honoured, and not she, by her

presence among them . She sleeps well I have said, and I like to

think so, but I often find myself wondering against the instincts of

my better self, if what the Bible says be true, that “ in heaven they

neither marry nor are given in marriage,” whether Aunt Jane may

not sometimes be a little dull. E. B.
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The Pacific Cable.

N a previous number we alluded briefly to the acceptance by the

British Government and the Governments of Canada, New

South Wales, Victoria, Queensland , and New Zealand of the tender

of the Telegraph Construction and Maintenance Co. for the

manufacture and laying of a Pacific Cable, which is to connect

Vancouver, B.C. , with Queensland and New Zealand , and to emerge

from the depths en route at Fanning Island — an atoll, i.e. , a narrow

reef of coral surrounding a central lagoon -- Fiji, and Norfolk Island .

The total length of the cable will be over 7,000 miles.

As is well known, the bed of the Pacific, more so than that of

other oceans , presents a constant series of ups and downs, due to its

volcanic formation ; and it is these alternating ridges and depressions,

and the likelihood of fresh volcanic upheavals, which render

precarious the existence of a submarine cable in the Pacific . Of

course soundings have been taken along the proposed route ; and

a general idea of the varying depths of water in which the cable will

have to be sunk has been gained . But at present the average

distance between the soundings is 50 miles ; and it is possible that

there are unknown chasms and gaps into which the cable will have

to be allowed to slack, or else it will be suspended between the two

heights and run the risk of being snapped in the middle by the

weight of the swinging section . The contract, however, binds the

undertakers to perform all the necessary soundings ; and it is safe to

assume that no risks will be taken in allowing cable to be paid out

over unknown spots.

Besides the ordinary risks which a submarine cable has to run from

inanimate bodies, it is a well- known fact that it suffers from the

attacks of living foes. Sword - fish and sharks have been known to

bite into and break cables ; but such occurrences are rare. There is,

however, a destructive species of organism called Limnoria

terebrans, which inhabits the shallow parts of the ocean, bores

into the gutta percha insulating material of cables, and exposes the

copper conductor to the sea water with fatal effects both to itself and

the cable. A sheath of brass tape is, however, now placed round

the core as a protection against the ravages of this terrible crustacean ;

and the device has been found to work well . The contract for the

imperial cable provides that the cores of the heavy shore ends, the

heavy intermediate and light intermediate sections are to be covered

with such sheathing, laid on specially with a sufficient overlap and,

further, covered with an ozokerited woven tape.



196 ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.

>

The cable is to be laid in the following sections :

A. From Vancouver ( Port San Juan) to Fanning Island.

B. Fanning Island to Fiji (Suva) .

C. Fiji (Suva) to Norfolk Island (Sydney Bay) .

D. Norfolk Island (Sydney Bay) to Queensland ( Moreton

Bay) .

E. New Zealand ;

and theamountsto be paiờ to the contractors formaking and laying
down these sections are :

A. £1,067,602

B. 388,358

C, D, & E. 339,040

Hºw

Total £1,795,000

Sections A and B are to be completed on or before the 31st

December, 1902 , and sections C, D , & E on or before the 30th of

June, 1902 ; so that the most extensive cable laying and

manufacturing scheme that the world has seen will, if all goes well ,

be brought to a successful conclusion within a few months of the

coronation of the King, and will thus serve in an auspicious

manner and at an auspicious time to bring His Majesty into, so to

speak, immediate communication by an all- British line with his

loyal subjects in the extreme ends of the earth .

A Plea for Postage Stamp Booklets.

OW many of our readers on a Sunday evening — or on any

other evening after eight o'clock, for the matter of that

have, sotto voce, used unparliamentary language upon discovering

that the pressing letter that must be despatched the same evening

cannot be posted because the last supply of postage stamps

purchased and carefully stored away in the pocket has become

one compact mass of gum and paper ? It is a contingency that

is always likely to arise ; and we wonder at our great Department,

which has been selling stamps for so many years, for not having by

this time done something to render the business a little more artistic

and finished , so to speak. The purchaser enters a Post Office for a

quantity of stamps, and is served with the familiar perforated sheet

as bare as when it left the warehouse . If it happens to be raining

outside, so much the worse for the stamps . Now, why can't the

stamps be sold put up in neat little booklets that will rest com

fortably in the waistcoat pocket ? The booklets could be interleaved

with waxed paper ; and the covers could very conveniently bear a few

printed postal hints and the rates of postage. That they would be a

public convenience is undeniable ; and we are prepared to prophesy

a brilliant future for them. The Yankees, never slow to take

advantage of a good thing, have adopted the idea-witness the

American Postmaster-General's observations on the subject : - " The

demand for postage stamps in book form has been satisfactory, and

has abundantly justified their issue, the total number of stamp-books
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supplied to postmasters being 4,698,423 , containing 84,435,396 two

cent stamps. The selling price of these books was about £ 347,140,

which is £9,400 over the face value of the stamps, and £ 4,990 over
the cost of manufacture. At the cost of manufacture- £ 4,410—

the 4,698,423 stamp books have cost the Department 195. 3d . per
thousand. The demand has been found to be in about the

proportion of six of the 12 -stamp size, two of the 24-stamp size,

and one of the 48 - stamp size. The issue of stamps in this form is of

decided advantage to the Department , and is a recognised con
venience to the public."

Witness, also, up-to -date New Zealand with her experience in this

connection :

“ An experimental issue of booklets, containing twelve and

thirty stamps, at id . , has been made, and although the sale has

for the present been confined to the chief post offices, the

number purchased is sufficient to indicate the popularity of the

scheme . Each leaf contains six stamps, and is separated from the

next leaf by a piece of waxed paper, the covers of the booklet

being utilized for announcing the rates of postage and other postal

information of a useful nature. A charge of 1d. is made for the

cost of binding, & c ."

The scheme is not one that can very well be exploited by a private

firm , or else we have no doubt that, as there is money to be made

by it , especially in the advertising line , it would long ago have been

set working. We, therefore, after mature thought, recommend the

idea to the Department as a "good thing," which will bring much

credit and profit to the Exchequer.

The Use of Workmen's Savings.

( NDER this title a writer in The Speaker of the 15th March

discusses the burning question of the rate of interest on

Savings Bank deposits . After referring to the fact that the Chancellor

of the Exchequer has given notice that he will move for a select

committee to consider the position of the savings banks of the

country especially with reference to the fall, next year, in the rate of

interest on consols, and that these banks hold £ 193,000,000 of

money, largely the property of the working classes, he asks, “ How

is this large sum of money, equal to more than a fourth of the

national debt, employed ? It is invested entirely in Government

stocks. Although there are differences in the relations of the two

classes of banks to their depositors and to the State, the use of the

monies deposited is the same in the two cases. All deposits are

handed over to the National Debt Commissioners and invested by

that body in Government securities. Out of the dividends and

interest on these securities are paid the expenses of managing the

banks and interest on the sums deposited at the rate of 23 per cent.

per annum on every complete pound for every complete month, a

rate which, in the Post Office , works out at a little under £2 8s .

per cent. on the aggregate deposits. As the National Debt

UND
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Commissioners can only buy Government securities, obviously a

very large portion of the deposits must be invested in consols. For

the Post Office Savings Bank the commissioners hold nearly 65

millions of two and three-quarters per cent. consols, about half of the

total amount invested. Now, on April 1 , 1903, the interest on

consols falls to 27 per cent. Such a large loss of interest would

leave the National Debt Commissioners with a balance on the wrong

side, which would have to be made good by means of monies voted

by parliament and raised by taxation . Even with the present

dividend on consols, both the Post Office Savings Bank and the

trustee banks were lately, for two or three years, worked at a small

loss . The tax -payers very properly bore this temporary loss, for in

the past they have made a profit of more than a million and a half

from the Post Office Savings Bank. But no one would advocate a

continuous working under circumstances certain to create a charge

on the taxes ; some change must, therefore, obviously be made. ”

He points out that the expenditure on management cannot be

reduced , as these expenses have been cut down to the lowest

possible point already, and the question for the consideration of the

committee is , whether the area of investment of savings bank

deposits can prudently be enlarged so as to produce a higher

average rate of interest .

“ Now, what is the objection to the investment of deposits in

securities other than those guaranteed by parliament ? In the first

place, all talk about insolvency is idle. The depositor in the Post

Office Savings Bank has the guarantee of the Government for

repayment of his deposits; the whole taxable resources of the

country are pledged to refund him what he has placed in the bank.

And in the case of trustee banks the National Debt Commissioners

are bound to repay all deposits lodged with them. The question,

therefore, from the financial side, is one for the tax -payer, not for the

depositor.”

Further on he concludes :- “ With great respect, therefore, to the

orthodox creed that Consols, and Consols alone, are a proper

investment for Savings Banks, we believe that Savings Banks would

be positively improved in financial position , if their deposits were

scattered over many and various securities, while the return upon

their investments might be sensibly increased . The area of invest

ment might be much enlarged without touching any but first - class

securities. If trustee securities alone are in question , the aggregate

amount is equal to the total amount of Government stocks. It is

said that railway debentures and other gilt-edged stocks cannot be

had in large quantities, and would be of little use to Savings Banks .

But it is impossible to suppose, that if the area of investment is

doubled by the addition of stocks which are paying a higher per

centage than the Government funds, a sensible increase in the

receipts of the Savings Banks would not take place . It might be

that the increase would not be appreciable for some three or four

years ; but it must be repeated that the country has profited by the
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Post Office Savings Bank to the extent of a million and a half, and

it is, therefore, not unfair that it should bear a slight loss for a few

years.

“ But there is another point of view. Cannot the large sum

produced by the savings ofworking men be used to provide for the

wants of working men ? One great need of working men is better

housing. Private quasi-philanthropic companies have been started

to meet the demand ; local authorities both in town and country have

been authorised to pledge the rates in the building of cottages ;

building societies have in some places met with great success. In

other countries public authorities have not hesitated to apply the

money of the people in financing those who were building houses

for the people. In France one class of Savings Bank is at liberty to

apply a certain part of its accumulations for the purpose, and the

Caisse des Dépôts et Consignations, which stands in much the same

relation to Savings Banks as the National Debt Commissioners in

this country, can use one-fifth of its reserve fund in this way. In

Belgium the National Savings Bank may invest 71 per cent . of its

entire funds in loans to building societies, and may invest freely with

rate levying bodies ; up to the end of1899 over a million had been
advanced to Sociétés de Crédit for building workmen's houses. In

Hanover the Old -Age Pension Fund has been similarly applied to

the extent of three millions and a half ; and throughout Germany

such an application, not only of the pension funds, but of Savings

Bank deposits (the Savings Banks in Germany are municipal, not

State, institutions) , is looked upon with favour. Finally , in Holland

the State Savings Bank has been recently authorised to advance its
funds for housing purposes.

* * *

“ What is beyond question desirable is , that Savings Bank moneys

should be used, not in driving up the market price of Consols , in

season and out of season , but in such judicious investments as may

aid in ministering directly to the special needs of the class from

which the money is derived , and may at the same time allow of the

maintenance of the moderate rate of interest at present paid .”

Aged but Active.

N the Wiltshire village of C -M-- -there are two venerable

IN PostWiticeleticianswho, perhaps,deserve somementioninthese
pages. One is the sub -postmistress, a sprightly spinster of eighty

two summers, who attends to all the duties of the office entirely

unaided. She lives alone in a two-roomed cottage, which stands by

itself at the corner of two cross roads, and which , in by-gone days,

served as a turnpike house. Though so aged, the sub - postmistress

is alert in body and mind, and woe-betide anyone who attempts to

cross swords with her. He will probably come off second best and

have something to remember from the encounter.

The only door in the house faces the main street ; opposite the

door is a table, and on the centre of this table permanently rests a
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policeman's helmet. On one occasion when visiting the office I had

the temerity to ask the sub-postmistress whether she had a police

man lodging with her ; she indignantly replied, “ No, no ! That

helmet is a bogey, but it serves
useful purpose. Many tramps

pass this way and come here begging, but, when they see this

helmet, they make a speedy departure . The helmet, therefore,

affords me great security."

The other official is the branch postman attached to the office .

He is seventy -five years old , and only last December led a blushing

bride of seventy to the altar !

These two remarkable old persons are satisfactorily serving the

State, without, of course, any prospect of pension, and, by reason of

energy and fidelity, are a pattern to many others more highly and

comfortably placed in the service.

Chippenham. F. TAYLOR .

Bristol-Ancient Post Offices.

HERE has been a somewhat lengthened discussion in the

T
engraving which was discovered recently at a second-hand book

shop in the city. The picture was inscribed in pencil “ The first

HT

Sot

E,
old print

SUPPOSED FIRST CLIFTON Post OFFICE.

Clifton Post Office.” A reproduction of the engraving was brought

out in the Times and Mirror with a view of ascertaining the locality

in which the ancient post office stood. The sites of the Clifton

post office have been traced back to the year 1785 , and it is proved
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that the picture does not represent either of them . Notwith

standing the publicity given to the matter and the researches of

antiquarians, it cannot even be proved that the post office stood

in any part of the large Bristol district-town or rural. It may be ,

therefore , that the picture represents a post office in some other

country district, and it may possibly be recognised by one of your

many readers, who amongst them scan the land through its length

and breadth.

HORTON POST OFFICE.*

Wherever the post office under inquiry was situated, there is no

doubt that it was a place of some antiquity. Such types of post

offices are scarcely in existence now, for, at the present day, the

Bristol postal district, stretching from the Severn banks beyond

Oldbury-on -Severn to near Bath , and thence to Clevedon and the

Bristol Channel , extensive as it is, contains within its boundaries

only one post office established under the primitive but comfortable

and picturesque thatched roof. This is the Horton post office.

The picture of it is from an excellent photograph taken by

Miss Begbie , a daughter of the rector of Horton. The village

lies at the foot of the Cotswolds, and near this spot , in quiet retreat,
William Tyndale translated the New Testament. The Duke of

Beaufort's hounds meet from time to time in the Horton post office

yard . This rustic place was originally the village alehouse, yclept

“ The Horse Shoe . " It is now devoted to the more useful purpose

of the sale of stamps and the posting and distribution of letters,

under the able and energetic superintendence of Mrs. Slade.

Post Office, Bristol . R. C. TOMBS.

* From a block kindly lent by the Westerı Counties Grał hic, Bristol .
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Bristol Rejuvenated.

RISTOL “ lethargic ” was for years the generalidea of the place.

Bristol “awakening " followed, and it is now realised that

Bristol has fully awakened to her vast potentialities. The eyes of the

populace of Great Britain, and , it may be, of many of the dwellers

in the King's dominions beyond the seas, were , early last month,

cast in the direction of the ancient city of Bristol , erstwhile the

second port in importance in the British Isles . This national

looking to what Bristolians proudly call the “ metropolis of

Western England ” was occasioned by the visit of the Prince of

Wales, with H.R.H. the Princess, to turn the first sod in connection

6
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photograph

EMBARKING MAILS ON “ PORT ROYAL ” AT AVONMOUTH.

with the great works which are about to be undertaken for the

extension of the docks at Avonmouth, so as to render them capable
of accommodating and berthing steamers of a magnitude greater

than any yet built-a work expected to be completed in four or five
years. The function was a notable one, and the occasion may be

briefly summed up as a grand day for Bristol.” Two millions are

to be spent on the dock, which will have a water space of thirty

acres, with room for further extension. The lock will be 850 feet

long and 85 feet wide. There will be 5,000 feet of quay space,

with abundant railway sidings and other appointments of a first class

port. In February , Sir Alfred Jones, the chief of the Elder,

Dempster steamship line , set out from Avonmouth in the “ Port

Antonio " for Jamaica, with the object of promoting further

developments between Bristol and the West Indies by means of

the Imperial Direct West India mail service. The occasion of his

departure was unusually interesting, as it took place on the first
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anniversary of the sailing of the first boat of the direct service

carrying His Majesty's mails to the Island of Jamaica from Avon

mouth. The picture portrays the mails being embarked on the

“ Antonio's ” sister ship, the “ Port Royal,” which arrived at Avon

mouth on the day before the royal visit, and was inspected by Their

Royal Highnesses, who were much interested in her banana cargo .

By a coincidence , when Bristol was feasting ” on the 5th March

the Red Letter Day—and its senior Burgess, the Chancellor of

the Exchequer, and the other Members of Parliament for the

city, were felicitating with a goodly array of Bristol Fathers over

the great event likely to be fraught with untold benefit to the

historic port from which Sebastian Cabot set forth years

ago to seek and find the continent of America, the feast of

“St. Martin's ” was being held at the Criterion , in London, and

and years

J.B. from photograph

CLIFTON SUSPENSION BRIDGE.

you, Mr. Editor, and the Post Office K.C.B.'s : Sir George Murray,

Sir Spencer Walpole, and Sir William Preece , under the courtly

presidency of Sir Robert Hunter, were eloquently descanting to

a large assemblage of Post Office literati on the usefulness of our

Service magazine.

The Chamber of Commerce is now urging on the Canadian

Government the desirability of making Bristol the terminal port

for the new Canadian fast mail service, on the grounds that mails

and passengers from Canada can be got into London and the

Midlands in the shortest period of time viâ this old port. From

the Holms, 20 miles below Bristol , a straight line in deep water ,

without any intervening land , may be drawn to Halifax. Bristol

can be reached from London in 24 hours, and the time saved in

the passage from Queenstown to London viâ Bristol is 5 hours

as compared with the route viâ Liverpool, and 5 hours as compared

with the route via Southampton. By the Severn Tunnel line there

is also direct communication with the Lancashire and Yorkshire

manufacturing districts , as well as the Midland and Northern parts

of the United Kingdom generally. Thus in the two important
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elements of speed and safety Bristol has paramount advantages

a terminal port for the transatlantic mail service . There is

evidence generally that Bristol trade and commerce have revived ,
and are now indicating a vigorous growth . The post office

statistics, however, show a phenomenal progress during the last

decade. In the year 1837 , before the introduction of the penny

postage system , and when people had to pay for their missives on

delivery, Bristol could only boast of 1,040,000 letters delivered

in a year ; in 1841 , the year after the uniform penny postage was

introduced, the number rose to 2,392,000 . In another ten years,

1851 , 5,668,000 was reached ; in 1861, 11,062,252 was the number ;

1871 , 12,158,000 ; in 1881 , 19,484,000 ; 1891, 29,000,000 ; and in

1901 , 55,473,000 , or an increase approaching that of the preceding

forty years. R. C. TOMBS.

Post Office, Bristol .

Verbum Sap .

N ingenious fraud is stated to have been committed recently at

a Post Office in France. A well - dressed man presented

himself at the office, and announced that he had been sent from

headquarters to test the telegraph apparatus The postmistress

having allowed him to make an examination , he casually asked ,

while doing so, whether she could read by sound, to which she

replied in the negative. Having stated that he found everything
satisfactory, he went away. It was afterwards found that he had

sent telegraphic money orders for 6,500 francs to another post

office, where they were cashed by an accomplice.

Postal Arrangements at Klondike.

HE following is an extract from a letter of Mr. Robert Wood,

formerly of Blackburn , but now of Hootalingua Port , Yukon

Territory. The letter is dated the 17th November last, and we are

indebted to the Accrington Observer for its publication :

“ We have no post office here—only a police post at Hootalingua

River mouth, from which White Horse, the nearest post office, is

100 miles distant. Mail matter with us here is very irregular , and ,

in fact, we are in luck to get any at all , it having to pass through so

many hands, and so much trusthaving to be placed in outsiders. It

is sent down from White Horse in summer by boat, and in winter by

the police or anyone who happens to be going light with a dog team .

The police at Hootalingua look through it, and the mail for the

creeks they put together and send up the river by the first person

who happens to be going up, if he should be willing to carry it. If

he happens not to be going into the creeks it is left at the roadhouse,

where the trail leaves the river. After perhaps a dozen or more have

looked through it -- for everybody opens the bag and takes out his

own letters—it is sent on again by some traveller, who will leave it

at the police detachment, or one of the stores at the mouth of

Livingstone Creek , or wherever the individual thinks proper. Then

perhaps for two or three days persons are in and out of the bag a

TH
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hundred times, until someone coming in my direction puts my

letters, &c.. in his pocket, and if he doesn't forget when passing,

I finally get them . Sometimes, of course, I happen to be down at

Livingstone, and then I'm in with both feet , and take my own letters

and my neighbours. ' Sometimes it takes longer for letters to reach

me from White Horse, 145 miles distant , than for them to come to
that place from England ."

A New Zealand College .

UCH disappointment was felt in the New Zealand Colleges

when they were informed that their Royal Highnesses the

Duke and Duchess of York would not have time amid their many

important engagements to visit any of these halls of learning. Of

course it would not have been expedient to have visited one and

omitted the others ; this would , doubtless, have caused much

jealousy . But it seemed hard that while they visited all other kinds

of institutions , those connected with education, on which New

Zealand so justly prides herself, should have been neglected .

So the Duke of York lost, perhaps for ever, the honour of being

presented by the Chancellor of the University Senate with an

honorary degree, for example, M.A. , B.S.C. , LL.D. , or even of being

made an undergraduate. And the correspondents of the London

dailies , who have painted what they saw in New Zealand in such

glowing colours , that Maorilanders are tempted to believe themselves

to be among the nicest , if not the very nicest people in the world,

and that their country is a sort of modern Utopia , have been unable

to cast the glamour of their eloquent word -painting over

Colleges , though there are probably a few people, at least , in

England who would like to know what kind of an educational

scheme we are evolving in this our land of experiments.

Our object is to tell , feebly it may be , but at least accurately ,

something about the New Zealand College student and his modus

operandi.

It is sometimes said that the young Colonial is lacking in
reverence . This may be partly due to the fact that there are no

noble old castles and other buildings, such as abound in older

countries , to tend to awaken a certain feeling of awe and reverence

But the founders of education in this Colony have attempted , even

if unconsciously, to supply this want by building the chief schools

and colleges in brick or grey stone, so that a few years suffice to give

them quite a venerable look. Students have reason to be proud of

these colleges , though there are certain defects inseparable from

comparatively new institutions. One of the most noticeable of

these is the lack of residential houses in connection with the

colleges ; so that students who come from a distance—and these

form a fairly large proportion of the whole number—are compelled

to find their own rooms, some, perhaps , at a considerable distance

from their college . Hence, too , there is not such a feeling of unity

among the students as a whole, as there otherwise would be . This,

however, is compensated for to some extent by the fact that there are

our
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comparatively few students who attend lectures at all, the attendance

at the most popular lectures only averaging from 30 to 40, while in

more abstruse subjects it may drop to 3 or 4 ; so that it is almost

impossible to go through a three or four years' course without
knowing personally mostof the students .

Needless to say, the lectures are open to men and women alike,

and a very good feeling of comradeship exists between them. The

women do not play football, nor take part in athletic contests, but in

every other department of the social life of a college they have their

full share. It is quite a matter of course that men and women

should be equally represented on the committees of the tennis club ,

debating society , or any other association of students.

The students taking an ordinary arts course (M.A. or B.A. degree )

may be divided , broadly speaking, into those who are paying for

their own education by scholarships, teaching or otherwise , and those

who do not need to do so . The former class is often the larger, for

wealth and a desire for culture and higher education do notalways

go hand in hand in this democratic country. But there is no real

difference between them . Fortunately, only a small number come

imbued with the idea that they must cram in a maximum of know

ledge in a minimum of time ; hence nearly all take a keen interest

in college affairs, and the various clubs, whose aim it is to cater for

the amusement of the weary seekers after knowledge, flourish as a

rule. Each works independently, and a small annual subscription,

usually 2s. 6d . or 5s. , admits a student to all privileges appertaining
to it .

As lectures begin at 9 a.m. and continue till 8 or 9 at night, not

much time is left for amusement during the week , though the tennis

courts are usually filled during the less busy hours of the day. On

Saturdays, however, lectures stop at i p.m.; so Saturday afternoon

and evening are utilized as much as possible in giving students that

change of occupation which is said to constitute rest.

There is, of course, a debating society, and the attendance at the

lighter debates is always, sad to say, larger than at the heavier ones.

The advisability of federation with Australia, the genuineness of

the disarmament proposals, the question of State provision for

technical education , of cremation, the respective influences of

environment and heredity in character, are a few of the subjects

lately treated. Those of a lighter nature have included the

desirability of imposing a tax on bachelors-naturally rather an

amusing debate, as the sexes are pretty fairly balanced at meetings of

the society,—physical versus intellectual development, and the uses

and abuses of afternoon tea . We see here probably one of the

results of a collegiate course open to both .

During the greater part of the College session , the outside world

knows almost nothing of the undergraduate, but once a year he

makes a valiant effort to live up to his reputation . This is on the

day when the Chancellor of the University comes with all the

insignia of office to present diplomas to the successful graduates.
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The undergraduate on this occasion does all he can to convince the

general public that much study has not robbed him of all gaiety, he

composes topical songs , often about the professors or any extra

ordinary events of the term, and sings them, for the undergraduate

is the same all the world over.

The College year terminates with the annual examinations

College and University — and the student is left in suspense during
the long summer vacation till the results of the latter are cabled out

from the English examiners.
ANNIE FINLAYSON .

Some Australian Officials.

R. ROBERT TOWNLEY SCOTT, Secretary to the Post

master-General's Department and the first Permanent

Headof the Post and Telegraph Service of the Commonwealth of
Australia, was appointed to that distinguished position on the

ist July last. Prior to that date, and since July, 1899 , he filled the

position of Under Secretary and Superintendent of Telegraphs,

Queensland. Mr. Scott was born in Berkshire, England, on the

30th December, 1841. He came to Australia in the first ship

carrying free passengers to Moreton Bay, and landed at Brisbane,

then known as “ The Settlement," in December, 1848. After passing

the examination then prescribed for entrance into the Civil Service ,

he was appointed a supernumerary clerk in the General Post Office,

Brisbane, in July, 1862. Soon after appointment he was employed

as relieving postmaster, and , subsequently, until the establishment of

the Civil Service Board , he conducted all important inspections in

R. T. Scott.

( Secretary to the Postmaster -General's Department. )

connection with his department . On several occasions prior to his
permanent appointment, he temporarily filled the position of Under

Secretary of the Queensland department . When the; post and
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telegraph department was transferred to the Commonwealth on

Marchist last, Mr. Scott rendered such assistance to the Postmaster

General as was possible under the circumstances; it was, therefore,

not surprising that he was summoned to Melbourne in April , and

appointed to his present position.

Mr. Scott was prominent at the Federal Postal Conferences and

G. H. BUZACOTT.

(Deputy Postmaster -General, Queensland .)

rendered valuable assistance . Just before he took up the adminis

tration of the Queensland department , a reduction in intercolonial

telegraphic rates had been made to meet the demands and con

venience of the public. The result was an additional burden to

congested lines and undermanned staffs. This new position carried

with it exceptionally heavy and growing responsibilities ; but

Mr. Scott's thorough acquaintance with the duties carried him

triumphantly through all the difficulties which confronted him . It

may be confidently hoped that his career in the Commonwealth

Service will be no less successful than it was in the Northern State,

though necessarily surrounded with even greater difficulties and

responsibilities .

George Hitchcock Buzacott, Deputy Postmaster-General , Queens

land , Commonwealth of Australia, was born at Torrington ,

Devonshire, in 1840 , and educated at Torrington Academy. In

1856 he went to London, where he was engaged in the drapery

trade, but his health breaking down, he , acting on the advice of his

medical attendant , left England in February, 1859 , for Australia ,

and, after spending a few weeks in Melbourne and Sydney, came to

Brisbane in July, 1859. In June , 1861 , he left Brisbane, and , with
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his elder brother, went to Rockhampton , and assisted in the conduct

of the Rockhampton Bulletin newspaper, until the end of 1868 .

Returning to Brisbane, he entered the Postal Department in April,

1869 , and, in July , 1870 , was appointed correspondence clerk . "On

the amalgamation of the Post and Telegraph Services in 1879, he

was placed in charge of the correspondence of the combined offices,

which position he held until the 8th November, 1899, when he was

appointed chief clerk . On the ist July, 1901 , he was made Deputy

Postmaster -General of the State of Queensland under the Common
wealth of Australia .

*

Justinian Oxenham was born at Warwick , Queensland, on

23rd April , 1863. He received his education at the State School,

and having won a scholarship , completed his course of study at

the Brisbane Grammar School, where he had a brilliant career .

Mr.Oxenham joined the Public Service of the Colony in March,

1878, by accepting a clerkship in the Head Office of the Electric

Telegraph Department under the control of the Postmaster General.

After the amalgamation of the Post and Telegraphs in 1879 the

subject of our sketch became more closely identified with the postal

J. OXENHAM .

( Chief Clerk .)

side of the administration , and during his subsequent service

occupied positions of importance in the correspondence and record

branches. Towards the end of 1899 Mr. Oxenham reached the

head of the branch , and was appointed officer in charge of corres

pondence. On the consummation of Federation , the first Federal

Postmaster-General (the Hon . J. G. Drake) selected Mr. Oxenham

as his private secretary . After touring the various States, and when
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the establishment of the Central Administration was decided on,

Mr. Oxenham's long and meritorious services were further recognized

by his elevation to the position of chief clerk on the first Federal

staff.

Miss M. A. Andrews.

HE recent retirement of Miss M. A. Andrews, Postmistressof

Epsom, deserves special notice if only on account of the

long and honourable connection of herself and her family with the

department. At the time of Miss Andrews' superannuation in

February last, the Andrews family had entered on the both year of

Post Office service, Miss Andrews' father having been appointed

Postmaster of Epsom in February , 1843. Mr. Andrews died in

1857 , when his widow was appointed postmistress, and she held

the appointment until 1890 , when she was succeeded by her

daughter, who has just retired . Mrs. Andrews lived to the good

old age of 87 years, which speaks well for post office work , and

up to the very last took a very active part in the management of

the post office. Her funeral , in April , 1896, was the scene of a

remarkable demonstration of esteem on the part of the inhabitants

of Epsom and the local post office officials.

Miss Andrews' officialconnection with the department dates from

February, 1874 ; but for many years previously she had acted as

assistant to her mother in post office work .

It is betraying no official secrets to say that Miss Andrews was

considered to be in every respect a model postmistress, most

capable, and painstaking, and that she has in every way worthily

sustained the best traditions of her family in its connection with the

department . We understand that the inhabitants of Epsom are

about to present her with a testimonial of their regard and estimation

of her past services as postmistress .

It is only fair to adil that she has been ably assisted, as was her

mother before her, by her brother, Mr. J. Andrews, whose genial

personality is no doubt very well known to many readers of

St. Martin's -le -Grand. Mr. Andrews has for many years taken a

leading part in the local government of the town of Epsom, where

he is highly thought of.

Miss Andrews carries with her into her retirement the respect and

esteem of every Post Office official with whom she has been brought

in contact, and we are sure they will one and all unite with us in

wishing her many years of health and strength to enjoy her well
earned superannuation .

Mr. Felix D. White.

N the 29th January last Mr. Felix D. White , lately styled

Assistant Controller, L.P.S. , but better known as the Sub

Controller of the Foreign Branch , retired after more than 48 years

active service. Mr. White was formerly in the Post Office marine

service, and made many official voyages down the Mediterranean

and across the Atlantic. His practical experience and ready

ON
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knowledge of foreign mail services constituted him an authority on

the subject.

Mr. White was a man remarkable for sound sense and for

unfailing courtesy and good temper in any circumstances. His

brother officers testified their regard for himin a testimonial worded

as follows :

“ General Post Office, London,

“ 29th January, 1902 .

“ Dear Mr. White,

“ As you are severing your official connection with us after

48 years of service , we feel that the occasion cannot be allowed to

pass without an expression of the kindly feelings which we entertain

towards you, and of the regard in which you have been held.

“We ask that you will accept the accompanying silver tea and
coffee service with our best wishes, and we trust that many years

may be granted you in which to enjoy your well-earned retirement.

“ We are, dear Mr. White, sincerely yours,"

(60 signatures) .

MR. F. D. WHITE ,

Mr. White's reply was as follows :

" I was exceedingly gratified yesterday by receiving from you and

many others of my colleagues a kind and beautifully illuminated

letter accompanied by a handsome silver tea and coffee service.

“ I thank you very much for them, and I assure you that these

kind and substantial expressions of good -feeling towards me are

highly prized by me and my family .

“ I am sure you will readily feel that parting from so many friends

and terminating such a long and pleasant service as mine has been

cause a severe wrench to one's feelings, and I shall be ever thankful
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for the wrench having been softened by the kindly “ send -off ” I

have received .

" Sincerely wishing that when the time comes your retirement

may be as pleasant,

“ Believe me, yours faithfully,

“ F. D. White. "

St, Martin's -le -Grand wishes him a long and pleasant retirement .

Mr. James Gibson.

THEN my old friend Mr. Hookey , the Engineer-in -Chief,

wrote me early in January last that our mutual friend

Mr. Gibson, the Engineer at Edinburgh, was dead , the news came

as a stunning blow . I had seen him within a month or two,

looking more like 50 than 65 , and I had heard from him within
a week or so, saying that he had never felt better in his life . He

was at the office on New Year's Day, impelled thither by his anxiety

as to the breakdown of the telegraph lines about that time, and on

the following Tuesday he was dead . I had known him for just on

50 years, he and I having entered the service together in 1853 ;

andwe had kept in touch during all these years , although he clung

to his native Scotland during the whole period of his service. If

not the “ Father ” of the Telegraph Service, he must have been

within one or two of that distinction ; and yet , so youthful was he

in appearance, and so alert in his movements, that he was frequently

spoken of by his colleagues as " young Gibson .”young Gibson .” He was looking

forward to retirement at the end of the year, when he would have

reached 65 years of age, and entered on his 5oth year of service ;

and it may safely be said that a better earned retirement has never

been anticipated by any officer .

Mr. Gibson entered the service of the Electric and International

Telegraph Company at Edinburgh in 1853, and after serving at

several country offices, he was, in 1860 , appointed inspector at

Glasgow , in succession to Mr. Henry Eaton , who, sadly enough,

died only a few weeks after him . At that time all the telegraph

wires were carried on the railways , and the Telegraph Company

provided communication for the railway companies, Mr. Gibson

being more immediately associated with the Caledonian Railway.

In 1865 he was transferred to Aberdeen as superintendent of the

Northern District, in succession to Mr. Edward Gilbert , who

became telegraph engineer to the North British Railway Company,

and was subsequently connected with government telegraphs in

Japan . Shortly after the transfer of the telegraphs to the Post

Office, i.e., in 1870 , Mr. Gibson returned to Edinburgh as super

intendent in the engineering department, and the experience gained

by him in the country was of the greatest value in enabling him

to carry out the numerous extensions of the wires consequent

upon the altered conditions of the service . In 1878 , on a re

arrangement of districts , he was appointed superintending engineer

for the eastern district of Scotland, in succession to Mr. Edward
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Tansley, who was transferred to the western district at Glasgow.

For over thirty years, therefore, Mr. Gibson had been at the head

of affairs on the scene where he commenced his career as a boy ;

and he had taken an active part in the many improvements which

have been introduced into the service since the system was.

acquired by the Post Office. If there are any in the service non

who can recall the old double needle days, they will realise what

50 years of service means—what it means for a system to pass from

infancy to advanced manhood , from the extreme of simplicity to

the extreme of complication . All this Mr. Gibson had witnessed,

and to a large extent helped to bring about ; and he had studied

diligently in the school of experience, which , after all , is the only

school worth regarding in relation to practical matters.

MR. JAMES Gibson .

The Scottish engineering districts are of wide extent and varied

interest , by reason of their mixed commercial and pastoral character,

and of the sudden developments called for by the exigencies of

tourist and other seasonal traffic . That over which Mr. Gibson

presided extends from the borders of England to Ultima Thule

itself, including Carlisle and Jedburgh in the south , Wick , Orkney,

and Shetland in the north , and Cape Wrath , Skye, Lewis, and

Harris in the west . Its geographical extent is , approximately,

20,000 square miles ; the mileage of telegraph line being over

4,500 , and of wire nearly 20,000, besides several important cable

communications in the north and west. It embraces nearly a

thousand telegraph offices, the principal, besides Edinburgh itself,

being Dundee, Aberdeen, Inverness, Perth , Hawick, and Kirk

caldy , and to equip these, nearly 1,800 instruments of all kinds

are required. But the modern telegraph engineer has a great deal

more to attend to than the wires and apparatus, which constituted
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his only anxiety in Mr. Gibson's early days . Telephones have

since come on the scene, and besides these, pneumatic tubes,

electric lighting, heating, and a variety of other matters have come

within the scope of his operations ; and if ever there was a “ handy

man in the highest and best sense of the term, it is the modern

telegraph engineer. When I recall Mr. Gibson as a lad of 15 ,

in an Eton jacket, struggling to reach the handles of the double

needle instrument, and think of the veteran who has just passed

away, I am filled with amazement how much there is to be learned

before a man can aspire to a modest £700 a year ! But it moves

me still more to reflect that a service of such abundant fruition

has been brought to a close without even the customary reward of

faithfulness and devotion. Here, surely, is an unanswerable

argument for “ deferred pay.”

Mr. Gibson was not only a first -rate practical officer, but he was

a most excellent representative man , just the sort of man to deal

with Highland lairds and territorial magnates in the matter of way

leaves and extensions of the telegraph. He had a good presence, a

frank engaging manner, and a quick appreciative intelligence. To

some, he may have given the impression of distance, and even of

disdain ; but it was only on the surface, and he always had a kindly

word for an old colleague, backed up by a smile , or a laugh, rather,

which was both infectious and encouraging. His cheeriness of

temperament carried him through well , and anyone looking at him

three months ago would have predicted that he had a long and

happy retirement in front of him. When he and I parted last

October, after a long and happy day, he remarked with a twinkle

in his kindly grey eye : - Mind ! I shall expect you to write my

history in St. Martin's-le-Grand when I retire," a proposal to
which I gave a most joyous assent. Alas ! that it should have

fallen to my lot to write his memoir instead . R. W. J.

Mr. Henry Eaton.

THIS
HIS gentleman , of whose career we gave some account when

he retired seven years ago, died very suddenly at his residence

on Tulse Hill in February last. He was one of the pioneers of the

telegraph, having entered the service of the Electric Telegraph
Company in 1846 , the year of its incorporation , and having served

in Scotland when as yet the system had hardly taken hold in that
country. In 1867 he went to the Mauritius, under the colonial

government, to superintend the telegraphs there , and on his return,

three years later, he rejoined the Electric Company, to be speedily

absorbed in the Post Office service on the transfer of the telegraphs to
the Government. His first great work was to concentrate the systems

of the different telegraph companies on a central office then situated in

Telegraph Street, and some years later he distinguished himself by

the masterly way in which the transfer was carried out to St. Martin's

le -Grand. In his capacity of superintending engineer for the

metropolitan district , he did much for the improvement of the
pneumatic system and the extension of underground wires, and
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in his quiet methodical way he introduced many improvements of

which we are reaping the benefit to-day. On his retirement

Mr. Eaton took up parochial work , and served for some years on

the Lambeth Board of Guardians, where he was chairman of the

Works Committee. He was a man whom to know was to love-I

knew him for just on 50 years, and loved him accordingly.

R.W. J.

Captain Preece.

N the 26th February a very successful Smoking Concert,

presided over by Major Price, and supported by Captain

Preece and Lieut. McClintock , was held at the Army Post Office,

Pretoria. The principal feature of the evening was the presentation

of a silver spirit flask to Captain Preece, as a token of esteem from

the N.C.O.'s and men of the Army Postal Staff at Pretoria on the

occasion of his return to England. In making the presentation,

Quartermaster-Sergeant Martin alluded , in a few well-chosen words,

to the splendid services rendered by Captain Preece to the Post

Office Corps, and hoped that the gift would often remind him of the

days he had spent with the Corps in South Africa and the many

pleasant associations connected therewith . The ever popular

Captain's health was then drunk to musical honours.

În responding, Captain Preece remarked that he regretted that

duty called him back to the old country, and that he would have

preferred to remain to the finish of the struggle. He would ,

however, always cherish feelings of friendship and comradeship for

the members of the 24th Middlesex ; and he hoped that he would

soon have the pleasure of welcoming home his old comrades.

The toast, “ Our Officers," was proposed by Sergeant Warrior,

and responded to by Major Price ; whilst “ Our Visitors ” was

proposed by Sergeant Spencer, and responded to by Sergt.-Major

Burton, E.E.'s, Sergeant Richards, Army Pay Corps, and Mr. Rees,

of the Transvaal Postal Service. At 9.30 the programme was

brought to a close by the singing of “ Auld Lang Syne " and the

National Anthem. Special praise is due to the N.C.O.'s of the

Post Office Corps who promoted such an excellent concert, which

will live long in the memory of those who were fortunate enough

to be present. Captain Preece is a son of Sir William Preece.

W. S. S.

Dr. Oakesmith.

COMPLIMENTARY dinner was given to Dr. Oakesmith , of

the Savings Bank Department , on the 12th February, by his

friends, Mr. Edward Bennett presiding. Mr. J. A. J. Housden pro

posed the toast of the evening, and referred to the fact that they had

two gentlemen in the Savings Bank who had won the degree of Doctor

at their respective Universities, Drs . Long and Oakesmith, and he

did not think there was any other branch of the Civil Service which

could show such a state of things . Mr. Housden told anamusing

story of a Scotch clergyman, who, wishing to become a Doctor of

Divinity of his University, which was apoor one, and conferred

A
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degrees for the payment of a few pounds, proceeded with his

gardener and factotum to his Alma Mater, and was duly transformed

into a Doctor of Divinity. The gardener became at the same time,

for a small fee, for which the University was thankful, a Doctor

of Laws.

A very lively and enjoyable evening was spent, the speeches were

good, and the music excellent . Our artist has given us sketches of

some of the principal performers and speakers.

Mr. T. Freeman .

N the 7th December last Mr. T. Freeman retired from the

postmastership of Whitehaven , under the age limit rule,

after a service of nearly 42 years. He entered the service at

Leamington Spa in 1860, and was transferred to Shrewsbury in

1865. For a time he travelled in charge of the Shrewsbury and

Tamworth sorting carriage — at that time an important mail — but he

relinquished this work in consequence of a severe injury sustained

in an accident to the mail train at Tamworth . He was subsequently

employed as a provincial clerk in charge, and was promoted to a

chief clerkship in 1881. In 1889 he was transferred to the chief

clerkship at Stafford. He received the appointment of postmaster

at Wisbech in 1893 , and was transferred to Whitehaven in 1898.

On leaving the service he received many substantial expressions of

regard from his staff, who heartily wish him health and happiness in

his retirement. A portrait of Mr. Freeman was given in Vol. IX., at

page 400 .

Mr. A. C. Woodward.

FAMILIAR figure disappears from the scene by the retirement

on the 31st March last of Mr. A. C. Woodward, of the

Accountant-General's Department. Mr. Woodward came to us

from the Electric Telegraph Company with the transfer to the

State of the telegraphic wires of the country . He entered that

company's service on the 16th July , 1852, so that he has completed

almost 50 years' service . He had already attained a fairly good

position in the company when he was transferred in January, 1870,

to the Post Office, where he was at once appointed a principal clerk .

That position he has maintained ever since, the post being converted

in name in 1892 to an accountantship . Mr. Woodward rendered

much useful service to Mr. Scudamore and Mr. George Chetwynd

at the time of the transfer of the telegraphs , and as the immediate

chief of the large body of tracers attached to the Accountant

General's department his services have been of great value.

Mr. Mark Wetherby Ker.

'HE 31st of March last marked the close of Mr. M. W. Ker's

A

- .
retirement the department loses a useful servant, and his colleagues

a genial and courtly gentleman . The duties of a chief clerk to

whom is entrusted the discipline of a large office are a somewhat
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thankless task , and certainly not such as to promote popularity, but

by those who had the privilege of knowing him more intimately,

Mr. Ker was esteemed and respected . Having entered the

department as a third class clerk in the Receiver and Accountant

General's office in May, 1857 , Mr. Ker had close upon forty - five

years' service to his credit at the end of his career . His “ official

history," a phrase well known to the late chief clerk , was as follows:

After eight years on the third class he was promoted to the second

class, in which he remained only a year and a half, being promoted

from the bottom of that class to the first class—an event that created

considerable stir in days when promotion went more by seniority

than merit. Six years later , namely, 17th October, 1873 , he became

MR. M. W. KER.

a principal clerk , while ten years later, 17th April, 1883 , saw him

made chief examiner. He 6 chief examined ” for less than three

years, being appointed chief clerk in January, 1886-an office he

filled up to his retirement . If there be no eventful episode to record

in Mr. Ker's own long career, he has, during his lengthy period of

service, been the witness of many important and stirring changes in

the history of the department; and knowing as we do that he has.

the pen of the ready writer, it is to be hoped that in his moments of

well-earned rest he will be induced to wield his pen for the benefit

and entertainment of the readers of this Magazine. For the rest,

St. Martin's-le-Grand sincerely and heartily wishes Mr. Ker many

years of health and happiness after the labours of a long official life.

The late Mr. C. E. Stuart.

THE
'HE retirement of Mr. Charles Edward Stuart from the post of

Controller of Telegraph Stores on the 31st of December was

followed by his death on the 14th of January. Thus another link
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between the present and the “ old Company ” days is broken . It

was in 1854 that Mr. Stuart , then a lad of 13 , entered the service

of the Electric and International Telegraph Company. His

uncommonly clear intelligence, his aptness for finance, his quick

mastery of the technicalities of his work, and his sedulous devotion

to duty marked him out for a post of importance, and he rose to the

chief clerkship in the Company's engineering department under

Mr. Latimer Clark and Mr. Cromwell Varley. He was serving in

the same capacity under Mr. R. S. Culley at the time of the transfer

in 1870 , Mr. Culley being the first engineer-in -chief of the Post

Office . On the formation of the stores department of the

Telegraphs in 1887 , Mr. Stuart was appointed assistant to the first

Controller of Stores, and, much as heregretted the severance from

his old and more congenial work, he never allowed his private

feelings to interfere with his duty, but adapted himself loyally to the

new conditions . The rapid growth of the Post Office telegraph

system made heavy demands upon his new department, and during

the prolonged sick absence of his immediate chief in 1887 he gave

evidence of his ability to carry on with credit the increasingly

important duties attaching to the controllership, and was himself

appointed Controller in the following year.

He was one of the most obliging of men ; and during all those

days when the postal and the telegraph sides of the service looked

more or less askance at each other, when it could scarcely be said

of either that “soft eyes looked love to eyes that spoke again , "

Mr. Stuart was always ready to throw himself heartily into any

scheme promising results favourable to the general interests of the

service ; and so, without the least personal ambition , he saw his

department grow , not only keeping pace with the continual

development of the telegraph and telephone services, but meeting

large demands made upon its factories on postal account.

He found recreation in books , in the drama, in the working out

of mathematical problems of an abstruse nature, and in the study of

foreign languages. He was a good Greek and Latin scholar, and

it may be mentioned, as an interesting fact, that when the Indo

European Telegraph Company were seeking for a motto for its seal ,

it was Mr. Stuart who furnished them with the apt quotation from

Virgil, Tendere ad Indos.

Hong Kong

IN General of Hong Kong since February, 1899, died after a long

illness. He was exceedingly popular in the colony, which he had

served in a number of capacities, having during the last fourteen

years acted as assistant harbour master, acting harbour master,

acting police magistrate, coroner, captain , superintendent of police ,

governor of Victoria Gaol, superintendent of the fire brigade, and

when the post office had fallen into some confusion he was the

man selected to restore it to efficiency. But ill-health came between

him and his ambition, although in the short time he was at the post
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office he succeeded in introducing many reforms. The post office

building at Hong Kong is a singularly inadequate and ill-adapted

building, and not until new premises are provided can the best

intentioned postmaster-general hope to do very much in developing

the postal service in the colony.

The Registry Concerts Society.

annual

THSocietyînconnection with the Registry, Secretary's Office,

encore a

took place on Wednesday evening , the 5th of March, at the

Mlanchester Hotel , Aldersgate Street. The chair was taken by

Mr. P. G. Burrell, who was supported by Mr. W. Marshall (vice

chairman) and other gentlemen of the Secretary's office. There

was an unusually large attendance.

Miss Maude Montague gained a well-merited encore for her

artistic rendering of Thomas's “ Japanese Love Song," whilst

Miss Rowe in 66 Carmencita ,” and Miss Jennie Hughes in “ Come

back to Erin ,” were worthy of special praise. The songs of

Mr. E. A. Rowe, Mr. T. Gibbs, and Mr. J. H. Hennequin , were

well received, as were also those of Messrs. Young, Hilton, and

Jenkins . Mr. Walter Churcher was loudly applauded for his

rendering of “ Why he called ,” and he gave as an
humorous sketch entitled “ The Telephone. " The comic element

was capitally sustained by Messrs . Gill, Vose, Fitzgerald , and Ward.

A hearty vote of thanks was offered to the chairman , and was

received with musical honours ; and a very pleasant evening was

brought to a close with a song by Mr. T. Jenkins entitled “ The

Champion of the King."

Dr. Barnardo and the C.T.O.

OR the past 14 years a fund has been in existence at the

Central Telegraph Office in aid of Dr. Barnardo's Homes,

and although the contributions have been made in pence it is

gratifying to record upwards of£8oo has been collected during that

period by Mr. E. J. Clarke and his little band of workers. A report

of the amount contributed since 1888 has been compiled , from

which it appears that the fund started with a modest collection of

£8 that year, and continued to increase as follows:

1889 ... 12 1893 £59 7 1897 ... £74 6 5

1890 ... 4,22 1894 ... 4,69 11
6 1898 ... 2,80 10 6

1891 ... £30 1895 £70 7 1899 £, 86 10
1892 ... £33 13 8 1896 ... £ 72 8 9 1900 £95 10

1901 £101

Last
year there were 508 subscribers . A noticeable feature of the

fund is that there are no expenses , the whole of the amounts

collected being handed over to the homes immediately they are to
hand.

Dr. Barnardo, in personally acknowledging the last remittance

from Mr. Clarke , said , “ I am sometimes afraid that friends of ours

lose sympathy, owing to the fact that I cannot, as once I did , reply

FOT

O 2...

O

O 2
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personally to their letters. The growing burdens of the work here

and my recent failure in health , both combine to render impossible

those close relations between myself and my friends and co-workers.

which once obtained and in which I delighted, and I feel that I have

to ask the indulgence of many of my correspondents when they ask

me for personal attention to their requirements . I hope in your

case, dear Mr. Clarke, you have not felt that there has been any

neglect or lack of appreciation . I assure you that I, at all events,

do appreciate to the full your generous, so long-continued and so

successful co-operation ; workers are always better than givers, and

you have not only worked hard yourself, but you have been the

means of winning the sympathies and co -operation of many others,

to whom by this time the children owe a large debt. I wish I could

write personally, not only to you but to all the friends of the

children whom you have now in the C.T.O. May I assure you how

highly I value your and their generous aid , and how deeply beholden

I feel to one and all for such liberality ; will you thank them for me
as opportunity offers ?

“ What a splendid result has accrued to our funds through your

labours ! It is delightful and admirable , and I cannot exaggerate the

deep and grateful sense of appreciation which arises within me

at every remembrance of you and your warm-hearted band of
co -workers. ”

ܕ

The Post Office Clerks' Benevolent Fund.

THE
HE Annual General Meeting of subscribers was held on the

5th March, at the General Post Office (North) . The

Marquess of Londonderry, K.G. ( Postmaster-General), presided, and

he was supported by Sir George Murray, K.C.B. , Sir Robert Hunter,

Mr. J. C. Lamb, C.B. , the Assistant Secretaries of the General Post

Office, and the heads of the several departments . The meeting was

largely attended .

Lord Londonderry, in moving the adoption of the committee's

report, referred with evident pleasure to the increase in the number

of members during the year. He regarded the Fund as being of

great advantage to the clerks in the Post Office, and he felt sure

they were all agreed that the present method of giving assistance to

those in distress was in every way preferable to the practice which
existed before the Fund was established , viz . , that of sending

subscription lists around the different departments. Then the

particulars of a case became unnecessarily public, whereas now they

were known only to a few , and there was no doubt that help was

more effectively distributed . He was pleased to learn that there

were present many officers of high position in the Post Office who

had been prominently associated with the Fund ever since its

resuscitation in the year 1869. He thought the Fund deserved the

encouragement of all the high officials, and he was very glad for the

second time in his capacity as Postmaster-General to preside at the

annual meeting.
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Mr. E. May seconded the motion. Sir George Murray moved

and Mr. J. C. Badcock seconded the appointment of the committee,

who were re-elected ; and a vote of thanks to the auditors, moved

by Mr. C. D. Lang and seconded by Mr. H. Davies, was carried.

The services of Mr. T. M. Plucknett, the hon . secretary, were

spoken of most highly.

Lord Londonderry, in reply to a vote of thanks moved by Sir

Robert Hunter and seconded by Mr. G. W. Smyth, assured the

members that he was very glad to be taking the chair at their

meeting for the second time. He did not feel that any thanks

were due to him , but rather that all should be given to the

committee. Cases of distress would always arise and could only

be met by such an institution . As Postmaster- General and also

as a great employer of labour he desired to do all in his power to

help those in distress. He was sincerely pleased to associate

himself with the work of the Fund, and should be glad to take the

chair again if the opportunity occurred .

The Postal Employees' Travel Association .

AST year nearly 700 members of the Postal Service took
advantage of the 66

privileged rates offered by various

steamship companies for trips to the South of England , Ireland

and Scotland . The saving effected thereby is estimated at over

£200. The trip to Falmouth was most favoured , especially by

parties of ladies from various branches of the Post Offices.

The Association has again made favourable arrangements for the

approaching holiday season ; and return tickets at single fares will
be obtainable for trips to Portsmouth, Southampton, Plymouth,

Cork, Dublin , Dundee, Edinburgh and Grangemouth. Applications

for particulars and tickets should be made to the hon . secretary of

the Association , at 49 , Newgate Street, E.C.

The United Kingdom Beneficent Association .

E are particularly pleased when we hear of officers who have

retired from the service, under the age limit, using their

leisure to work at some object which has always been dear to their

hearts. We have had , for instance, a letter from Mr. Breton Osborn,

who says, “ Though I am free from the fetters of Post Office work Í

always seem to be busy from morning to night. I have been

successful in getting Cardin to join the committee of the United

Kingdom Beneficent Association. See the enclosed report for last

year.” The report has interested us extremely. The object of the

association is “ to grant annuities up to £25 to persons of the upper

and middle classes in reduced circumstances, and free from any

unsoundness of mind , who are above 40 years of age, and who are

unable from bodily infirmities to earn their own livelihood ; and to

afford temporary help to candidates awaiting election in urgent
distress.” The London office is 7 , Arundel Street, Strand, W.C. ,

and Mr. Breton Osborn is one of the trustees for the committee .

909 annuitants are now living and receiving payment as follows :

W
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I at £52 per annum,2 at £50, 399 at £25 , 495 at £20, 8 at

£15 , and 5 at £10. The total amount distributed since 1863 in

annuities or temporary relief is £394,454 16s 4d. The income

from all sources during 1901 amounted to net £ 41,984 75. 6d.

We cannot imagine a more useful work to which an officer who is

in receipt of a pension can devote himself. Everybody knows

heart-rending cases in “ the upper and middle classes ” where the

poverty is greater and the suffering more keen than even among the

very poor.

Subscriptions from Abroad.

P to the time of going to press we have received the following

Amsterdam , Malta,

Constantinople, Christiania, Cologne, Malmo-Nassjo, Zehlendorf,

Calcutta , Colombo, Dinapore, Hong Kong, Cairo ( 2 ), Brisbane ( 16 ),

Sydney (23), Wellington, N. Z. (49 ), Ottawa ( 12 ) , Johannesburg

(26 ) ; and 45 copies have been ordered for Natal .

Odds and Ends.

N article in the March number of The Contemporary Review ,

An entiled in American Investments in England,Porom the pen
of Mr. Walter F. Ford, of the Secretary's Office, has attracted

considerable attention. Mr. Ford writes with a specialist's knowledge

of the subject, and his conclusions are somewhat disquieting . He

calculates that the Americans are investing an annual sum of ninety

millions sterling in Europe , and thinks that most of this money

goes to buy up English securities.

E have received, too late for notice in this number, Will-o'

the-Wisp, a story by John Garrett Leigh, published by

J. M. Dent & Co. Mr. Leigh is known officially as John Lee,

second class assistant superintendent, Telegraphs, Liverpool. He

entered the Liverpool Office quite young as a poor lad ; he found

time and means to read and to take his B.A. degree at Trinity

College, Dublin. His abilities brought him official recognition, and

he was promoted over the heads of 80 men, and so general was the

recognition of his capacity that there was little or no outcry against

this jump. He is now in charge of the telephone branch. Clearly

he is a striking witness to Mr. Buxton Forman's statement that “the

greatest assistance in official work was obtained from those who were

able to do something more than the daily round.”

*

'HE promotion of Mr. J. Gavey to the post of Engineer-in

Chief calls forth St. Martin's- le -Grand's hearty congratula

tions. Mr. Gavey is one of our best friends, and a most generous

contributor.
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TH
HE Editor received a severe shock one Monday morning in

February. The first of his letters which he opened ran as
follows :

“ Dear Sir,-Will you kindly let me have the names of undertakers

and those who supply coffins in your town ? By doing so you will

much oblige.

“ Yours faithfully,

A note at the foot, in the handwriting of Mr. Richardson, the

postmaster of Dunfermline, was a little relief to the feelings :

“ Dear Mr. Editor,—What will the public be asking next of a poor

postmaster ? ”

A
POST OFFICE bicycle, ridden by a telegraph messenger in

an important city in the Midlands , recently collided with

one of the public buses, which are Corporation property. The

unfortunate messenger, in describing the occurrence, stated that he

could have got several witnesses. “ One man gave me a small card

with his name printed on it .... but the policeman standing there

said he did not see it.” One wonders if this officer's sight would

have been keener if the bus had belonged to a private company or

individual .

*

W 1

HEN one of our colleagues dies , we attend his funeral,

perhaps subscribe to some memorial of him, and then, so

absorbing are the other interests around us, we think no more of

him or of those he has left behind . It is for this reason pleasing to

hear that the friends of the late Mr. J. W. Unwin, of the Savings

Bank Department, have subscribed together and presented his

daughter with a cake basket and server and a breakfast cruet, on

the occasion of her marriage with Mr. W. M. Cook, of the Postal

Stores Branch .

*

M
R. PHILIP SMITH, postmaster of Weston super-Mare, has

received a letter from a gentleman asking him “ if there is

an opening hear for a practical tripe and cow-heel dresser, and to

cater for the public generally in reasonable price dinners.” He says

he shall want a shop and a place for “ poultry and piggeries outside

of the town .” We cordially welcome his proposal to place the

piggeries outside the town, and we are glad to know what delicacies

to order when we go to Weston - super-Mare.
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W. J. HEARD.

( Tavistock . )

F. P. HYUK.

( Gravesend.)

W. L. HARRISON .

( Croydon . )

C. M. HIBBERD.

( Reading :)

J. W. FLACKE .

( Pontypridd .)

I. BATHO .

(Lancaster .)

J. CLEMENT.

(Machynlleth .)

SOME POSTMASTERS.

[ To face page 224 .
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[ Note.-It should be clearly understood that these lists are unofficial; but every

effort is made to render them accurate and complete. ]

Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE ,

S.O.

.
.
.

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:
:

A.G.D.

:
:

:

...

C.T.O.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Hainworth, W. . Clk ., Ist Cl. , Supply Clk ., 2nd Div ., S.B. ,
Est. 82; Clk ., C.E.B .,'92 ;

Clk. , 2nd Cl . , S.O.,

'93

Odell, C. Clk ., 2nd Cl.,Supply Boy Clk ., S.B., ’83;Clk

Est . 2nd Div. , R.A.G.O. ,

'85; Clk ., C.E.B. , '92

Quinn, J. Regy. Asst. , 2nd Cl. Sr. , Cir. Off., '98

Larkum , w. Sr. , Cir. Off., '94

Stutchbury , 'T .... Sr., Cir . Off ., '96

Sanford , H. C ... Sr., Cir . Off., '96

Tinlin, W. A. Sr. , Cir . Off ., '99

Cutchley, P. P.
Sr. , N. , '95

Blackweli, J. Tel . , C.T.O., '97

Meier, J. H. Sr. Tr. , A.G.D. , '97 ;

Sr. , Cir. Off., '00 ; E. ,

''or

Fitzgerald, E. A. Sr. , Cir. Off., '96

Evans, H. H Sr. , N. , '97

Ayling, G. Sen. Over. 1863 ; Tr ., 75 ; Asst .

Over. , '88 ; Over. , '92

Irvine, M. W. ... Clk. , 2nd Cl . , C.O. Tel. , '81 ; Clk. , 3rd Cl . ,

'94

Trewinnard, H.A Super . , Hr. Scale... Sub-Tel.Co .,'70; G.P.O. ,

'89 ; Super. , '98

Kirner, J. H. 1871; Asst . Super., '86

Parish , J. W. Asst. Super. , IstCl . E.T. Co., '68 ; G.Ú.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '93

Williams,G.F. F. E.T. Co. , '65 ; G.P.O ,

* 70 ; Asst . Super . , '93

Johns, C. P. 2nd Ci. 1873 ; Sen. Tel., '95

Frew, A. A. 1875 ; Sen. Tel. , '95

West , N. 1876 ; Sen. Tel. , '95

Brand, A. E. Over. & Sen. Tel.... 1877

Kent, H. W. 1877

Arman, O....

Owen , W.... Buxton, '79 ; C.T.O. , '82

Miss K.
Asst . Super., Hr.Gr. E.T. Co., '68 ; G.P.O. ,

Milbourne '70 ; Asst. Super., '90

J. W. Beck. E.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., '90
L. M. E.T. Co. , '70 ; G.P.O. ,

Strachan '70 ; Asst. Super. , '90

E. Edmonds 1875

A. Moore ...

R. L. 1876

Prentice

...

...

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

1877

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:

1875
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE . 1

1

E. in C.O. Lee, A. G. Clk ., 3rd Cl. ...

'99 ;

Boy Clk. , S.B., '95 ;

Člk. , 2nd Div. , Land
Revenue Off ., '98 ;

Educ'n . Dep. ,

Admiralty,'99; S.B.D.,
' oo

S.C. & T., B’ham . , '88 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. ,

'99

S.C. & T. , Bristol, '94 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O.,

Bullock , A. H ....

.
.
.

Smart, E. V.
.
.
.

oo

;; 2nủ ci.

Barlow , J. E. S.C. & T. , Marchester,

'93 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , ' oo

Stewart, D. M .... Sup.-Engr.,Hr.Scale 1871 ; Insp ., 91 ; Asst .

Sup. Engr., '92 ; Sup.

Engr ., '95

Campbell, E. Sup.-Engr. E.T. Co., 58 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Sup . Engr.,

'91

Robinson, J. W .. Engr., ist Cl . E.T. Co.,'68 ; S.C. & T.,

York, '70 ; Relay Clk. ,

E. in C.O .,'85 ; Engr. ,

'92

Slader, E.... S.C. & T., Bridgend ,'72;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. ,

85 ; Sen. Clk . , '92 ;

Engr. , '93

Botham , A. Jr. Clk ., '89 ; Engr. , '96
Smyth , R. S. ► Londonderry, '86 ; Jr.

Clk. , E.D. , '89 ; Sen.

Clk . , '96

McFarlane, F.W. Hull , '86 ; Jr. Clk . , E.D. ,

'96 ; Clk ., 3rd Cl. , '98

Hart, A. B. Cambridge,'93 ; Jr. Clk.,

E.D. , '96 ; Cik . , 3rd

Cl . , '98

Sutton, G.... L.P.S., '83 ; Clk . , 3rd

Cl . , E.D. , '98

Ramsay, M. Aberdeen , '90 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E.D. , '96 ; Clk ., 3rd

Cl. , '98

Ashton, H. E. ... Glasgow, '84 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E.D. , '96 ; Cl., 3rd

Cl. , '99

Fraser, J. ... Aberdeen , °77 : Relay

Clk. , E.D., '96

Mackintosh, A. Inverness, _ '82 ; Relay

Clk . , E.D. , '96

Gray, A. Newcastle-on - Tyne,'88 ;

Relay Clk . , E.D. , '96

Kitchen , H. Tel . , New'stle -on - Tyne,

'89 ; Relay Clk. , E.D.,

>

رو

9
7

,
,

9
2

»

'97

Stewart, J. Tel ., Glasgow, '84 ; Jr. ,

Clk . , E.D., '94
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E. in C.O. Tinsley, W. S .... Engr. , 2nd Cl.

Richardson , J....

Campbell, H. M.

2 .

...

.
.
. Richardson, G.

Pennington , W ..

Hill, J. G....

.
.
.

Wise, F. H.

.
.
.

Twells, W. E. ... >>

Burton, G. M. ...

Cheshire, F. W ..

, ,

Powning, W. H.

,
,

'98

Mears, T....

Tel., Hull,'85 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E.D. , '94

Tel . , Glasgow, '85 ; Jr.

Clk. , E.D. , '95

Tel. , Inverness, '82;

Glasgow ,'89; Jr. Clk .,

E.D. , 95

Tel . , Hull, '85 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E.D. , '95

Tel . , Blackburn, '82 ;

Belfast, '92 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '95

S.C. & T,, Sheffield ,'82 ;

Jr. Clk. , E.D. , '96

S.C. & T.,Tipton, '89 ;

Reading,'89; Jr. Cik.,

E.D. , '96

S.C. & T.,Derby, '92 ;

Jr. Clk . , E.D.,°96

Tel., Hull,'85 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E.D. , '96

Tel. , New'stle-on - Tyne,

'85 ; Jr. Clk ., E.D.,

'95 ; Sub -Engr., '98

Tel., Cardift,'85 ; Jr. Clk .,.

E.D., '95 ; Sub-Engr.,

S.C. & T. , Wigan , '86 ;

Jr. Clk . , E.D. , '95 ;

Sub-Engr. , '98

S.C. & T. Horncastle,

'87 ; Manchester, '89 ;

Belfast, '91 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E.D., '95 ; Sub-Engr.,

'98

Tei., C.T.O. , '83 ; Sub

Engr., '98

Tel., Leeds, '82 ; Jr.

Clk . , E.D. , '95 ; Sub

Engr., '98

Tel., Grimsby, ’87 ; Jr.

Clk . , E.D., '95 ; Sub

Engr. , '98

Tel. , Cardiff, 87 ; Jr.

Clk . , E.D. , '95 ; Sub

Engr. , '98

S.C. & T. , Workington,

'85 ; Rochdale, '87 ; Jr.

Clk. , E.D., '95 ; Sub

Eng. , '98

Tel., C.T.O. , '84 ; Sub

Eng. , '98

S.C. & T., B'ham, '84 ;

Jr. Clk. , E.D. , '96 ; .

Sub -Eng. , '98

Patterson, T.

.

Rolfe, W. J.

Brown, J. S.

>

.
.

Wilson, R.

.
.

»

Scott, W. ...

.
.
.

2

Frost, H.

Gwilliam, W. J..

Billingham ,
G. W.
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OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

E. in c.0 . Roche, T.... Engr., 2nd Ci.

McMorrough, F.

Connell, G. W ....

Thompson, J.

Halton, E. Sub - Engr.

.
.
.

Jones, J.
.

.
.
.

>

Beer, G. F.

.
.
.

Waters, E. W. ...

.
.
.

.
.

Crawford , J. M.3 )

.
.
.

.
.

Bassett, S. W. ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

Fleming, G.

.
.
.

.
.

S.C. & T., Ennis, '90 ;

Waterford, '92 ; Jr.

Cl., E.D., '95 ; Sub

Engr., '98

S.C. & T., Sheerness,'84;

L'pool, '89 ; Jr. Clk .,

E.D. , '96 ; Sub -Engr.,

'99

Lineman ,'87; Sub-Engr. ,

'99

Linernan ,'83; Sub-Engr. ,

'99

S.C. & T., Manchester,

89; Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O .,' 99

Tel., Liverpool,'83; Jr.

Clk .,E. in c.O., '99

S.C. & T.,Liverpool,'85;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O.,

'99

S.C. & T. , Cambridge,

85 ; Jr. Cik. , E. in

C.O., '99

S.C. & T., Liverpool,'86 ;

Jr. Clk., E. in C.O.,'99

S.C. & T. , Oxford, '87 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O .,'99

S.C. & T., Glasgow , '87 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in c.O .,'99

S.C. & T., Armagh, '87 ;

Belfast, '92 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '99

S.C. & T., Dundee, '87 ;

Glasgow, '99 ; Jr. Clk .,

E. in C.O., '99

S.C. & T., Dublin , '87 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O .,'99

Tel., Bristol , '88 ; B’ham ,

'90 ; Jr. Clk., E. in

Č.O. , '99

S.C. & T.,Liverpool,'88;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O . ,' 99

S.C. & T., Aberdeen, '89 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O .,'99

S.C. & T., Aberdeen ,'89 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O.,'99

S.C. & T., Dublin , '89 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O .,'99

Tel. , Hull, '89 ; C.T.O.,

'91 ;Chippenham , '94;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O., '99

S.C. & T., Glasgow , '90 ;

Jr. C11 E. in C.O ., '99

S.C. & T. , Manchester,

'90 ; Jr. Clk. , E. in

Č.O. , '99

Doak, H. ...

.
.
.

Smith , N. L.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Scully, D....

.
.
.

.
.
.

Browne, F. G ....

.
.
.

.
.
.

Jones , J. C.

) .
.
.

.
.
.

Cowie, J.

2

Taylor, J. L.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

>

Sharpley, A. J....

Tanner, L.

,

Finlayson , W. J.

.
.
.

:

2

Hedley, J.

.
.
.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT.. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

E. in c.0 .

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

, .
.
.

9

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

. , .
.
.

Lucas, J. G. Sub - Engr. S.C. & T. Blackburn ,'90 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. , '99

Glover, J. B. S.C. & T. , Glasgow, '90 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O., '99

Leigh, C. ... S.C. & T., Manchester,

'91 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

Ć.O. , '99

Tebbitts , J. S. ... S.C. & T., Market Dray

ton , '91 ; Shrewsbury,

'93 ; Jr. Clk. , E. in

C.O. , '99

Wenman , S.C. & T., Liverpool,'97;

H. E. A. Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O .,'99

Crocker, J. R. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '91 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O.,'99

Jack, J. A. S.C. & T., Edinburgh,

'91 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

C.O. , '99

McMullen, J. F. S.C. & T., Belfast, '91 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O. , '99

McCormack, W. S.C. & T. , Aberdeen, '91 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O . , '99

McCandless, J.... S.C. & T. , Belfast, '91 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O. , '99

Evans, A. ... S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '91 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O .,'99

McCloskey, A.E. S.C. & T., Londonderry,

'91 ; Jr. Clk . , E. in

Č.O. , '99

Noyes, H. S. S.C. & T. , York , '91 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O . , '99

Turner, J. W .... S.C. & T. , Barrow, '94 ;

Manchester , '97 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '99

Bevan, E. M. Relay Clk. , Lr. Sec. S.C. & T., Boston, '88 ;

Tel. , C. T. O., '98

Pittman, G. S. ... Tel . , C.T.O. , '89

Lakey , E. A. . S.C. & T. , Grimsby,'92 ;

Relay Clk . , Lr. Sec .,

E.D. , 'or

Lewis, H. ... Tel., Shrewsbury, '77 ;

Liverpool, '78 ; Ches

ter, '85

Owens, T. W, ... Rhyl, '81 ; Tel . , Chester ,

'82 ; Liverpool , ’85

Wylie, F. L. Tel. , Belfast, '82

Jelf, J. H.... Sen. Clk ., London | Tel . , c.T.O., '92 ; Jr."
Cík ., E. in C.O., '95

Gill , B. J.... Tel., C.T.O. , '88 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '95

Burtles, G.
Tel., C.T.O., '88 ;, Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , '96

Casserley, E. W. Tel., C.T.O., '94 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O. , '96

Freeman, F. Tel. , C.T.O. , 87 ; Jr.

Clk ., E. in C.O. , '96

, .
.
.

.
.
.

...

.

,
,

2

,
,
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OFFICE . NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

E. in C.O.

رو

رو

,
,

>

>>

Todd , E. W. J. Sen. Clk. , London | Tel., C.T.O., '90 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.0 , '97

Payne, W. J. A. Tel. , C.T.O. , '86 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '98

Jones, R. A. Provs. Tel. , Liverpool,'85 ; Jr.

Cik ., E. in c.O., 'gi

Pickering, S. A. Tel. , Leeds, - '86 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '94

Goodman, A. Tel. , Cork, ’90 ; Jr. Clk .,

E. in C.O. , '91

Badger, E. C. J. Jr. Clk . , S.C. & T. , Newport,

Mon., '84

Waller, A. F. S.C. & T., Ryde, '85 ;

Birmingham, '89

Watson, W. G .... S.C. & T., Belfast, '86

Bell , J. G. S.C. & T., Dumfries, '86

Matthews, T. E. S.C. & T. , B’ham , '87

Cowling, G. Tel., C.T.O. , '87

Cross, W. H. S.C.& T., B’ham, '87

Devereux, T. S.C. & T., Kingston-on

Thames, '88 ; Cardiff,

'89

Burbridge, W.C. Tel . , C.T.O. , '88

Cruickshank , W. S.C. & T., Keith, '88 ;

Aberdeen , '89

Reddrop, W. H. S.C. & T. , Chippenham,

'88

Gray, A. S.C. & T., Edinburgh ,'88

Cropper, J. F ... S.C. & T., Liverpool, '88

Runge, C. ... S.C. & T. , B’ham , '89

Robinson, F. W. S.C. & T. , Belfast, ²89

Mogg, C. S.C. & T., Bristol, ’90

Scrafton, C. D. S.C. & T. , S. Shields,'90

Cowley, H. S.C. & T. , Grays, '90 ;

Woolwich, '93

Cobbe, T. S.C. & T., Dublin , '90

Wildgoose, S.C. & T., Mac'sfield , '90

G. H. A.

Whitiside, J. G. S.C. & T. , L’pool, '91

Scouller, W. H. S.C. & T., Edin. , '91

Brown , H. H. S.C. & T., Bristol, '91

Armstrong, C. P. S.C. & T. , L'pool , '91

Thornburn ,W.H. S.C. & T., Leeds, '91

Young, A.... S.C. & T., L’pool, '93

Williams, E. S .... S.C. & T., Cardiff, 185

O'Shea, P. S.C. & T. , Maryport,

'89 ; Belfast, '90

Green , G. H. Tel. , C.T.O. , '89

Dunnet, W. S.C. & T., Kirkwall,'89 ;

Liverpool, '91 ; Kirk

wall , '94

Beetlestone, F.W. Tel . , C.T.O., '90

Albry, W. H. Tel., CT.O. , '90

Lyons, J. C. S.C.& T., Dublin, '91

Aickin , E. E. S.S. & T., L'pool , '91

Harmsworth, S.C. & T., Redhill, '91 ;

WH . Tel., C'T.O. , '04

>

.
.

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

a

:
:
:
:
:

>

.
.
.

> .
.
.

9

>>

E, in C.O. Carder, A. Junr. Clk . , Provs.... S.C. & T. , Nott'ham, '91

White, A. E. S.C. & T., Nott'ham , '91

lemming, J. G. S.C. & T., Colchester,

'91 ; L'pool, '97

Price, J. T. S.C. & T., Sandwich ,'91;

Worthing, '95 ; Dover,

'96

Devereux, A. J. S.C. & T., Cardiff, '91

Hendry, W. S.C. & T., Edin. , '91

Rankin , W. H.... S.C. & T. , Dublin, '91

Paxton, J. S.C. & T., Glasgow , '84

Fisher , G.T. S.C. & T., Ashton -under

Lyne, '91 ; Man'r, '96

Smith, A. C. S.C. & T., L'pool, '92

Byrne, D. J. S.C. & T. , Dublin, '92

Morrissey,L. J. S.C. & T., Dublin , '92

Parker, C. E. S.C. & T., Preston , '92

McLaughlin, A. S.C. & T. , Newcastle-on

Tyne,'92

Elliott, A. ... s.c. & T., Chippenham ,
'92; Southampton ,'oo ;

Weymouth, or

Jones, J. W. S.C.& T., L’pool, '92

Taylor, G .... S.C. & T., Glasgow , '92

Smith , D. McE. S.C. & T., Glasgow , '92

Campbell, F. B. S.C. & T., Leeds, '92

Allcock, R. G .... S.C. & T., Stafford, '92

Pitt, W. T. S.C. & T., Glo'ster, ’92

Deacon, S. H. S.C. & T.,S'hampton, '92

Scott, C. S. S.C. & T., Walsall, '93

Ogden , H.... S.C. & T., L'pool, '93

Gravill, W. E. S.C. & T., Dundee, '93

O'Keefe, J. S.C. & T., Cork, '93

Smith, J. I. S.C. & T., Doncaster, '93

Stanton, J. D.... S.C. & T. , Pontypridd,

'96 ; Bristol, '06

Hoole, G. H. S.C. & T. , Leeds, '94

Buchanan, J. S.C. & T. , Edin ., '94

Dobson, W. F .... S.C. & T. , Hull, '94

Lancaster, T. S. S.C. & T. , L'pool, '94

Jermy, B. J. S.C. & T., Norwich, '95

Land, A. &. S.C. & T. , B’nstaple, '96

L.P.S., Cont.'s Hunter, A. Asst. Cont. 1866 ; Super.'s Clk. , I.B. ,

Off. *74 ; C.O . , ' 75 ; Super. ,

85 ; Ch. Super., '86

E.C. Barringer, C. Over. and Sen. Tel. 1873 ; Sr., '76; C. C. &

Tel., '81

E. Turner, F. E. Over . 1881 ; Sr. , '86

Padd.... Smith, G. M. Insp. 1867 ; Over., '85

Wilson, G.J.W.Over. Pn. , '80 ; Asst . Hd. Pn . ,

'91 ; Hd. Pn . , '98

Miss A. E.Rogers Super., IV. Cl .
1882

Nor. Bedwell, T. C ... Over. Pn . , '68 ; Hd. Pn. , '92

Watkinson, E. H. 1881; Sr., '85

Miss M. J. Super., Cl . I. 1870 ; Super, '85 ; CI.

Staniland II . , '93

:
;

;

...

S.W. ...

>

Q
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OFFICE. WAME. APPOINTMENT. I'REVIOUS SERVICE,

L.P.S. , S.W. ... Miss E. Barton ... Super , Cl . II . 1870 ; Super, '84 ; Cl.

III . , '93

S.E. Hutchings, J. ... Insp. 1870 ; Over., '85

M.3.0. Miss A. I.Wood Clk ., Ist Cl . C.H.B.,91; M.O.O.,'98

Sur.'s Dept. Hubbard, T. J. Asst. Surv. , 2nd Cl. Boy Clk ., M.O.O. , '99 ;

Člk. , 2nd Div. , '92 ;

S.B. , '99

Clench , S. H. ... Asst. Hd . Sta . Clk . S.C. & T., Bridgwater,

'87 ; Shrewsbury,'90 ;
Sur. Sta. Clk. , '93

Gordge, F. J. ... Sta . Clk . S.C. & T. , Dover, '88 ;

Bristol, '90

Campbell, R. S. S.C. & T. , Dundee, '92

Reid , w. G. S.C. & T. , Armagh, '89

T.S.Þ. Wheeler, C. W. Super. Tel . , C.T.O, ’79 ; Test.

Clk. , T.S.D., '96 ; Ist

Cl., '99

Henley, F. L. Test . Clk . , ist Cl . Tel. , C.T.O. , '81 ; Test.

Clk . , T.S.D., '96

Winny , W. H .... Test . Clk . , '98

Nicholson, A. H. .. Tel., N. Shields, '73 ;

C.T.O. , '81 ; Test.

Clk. , T.S.D., '99

Rees, V. W. Test . Clk . , 2nd Cl . Tel . , C.T.O. , '80

Day , T. F. Tel . , C.T.O., '80

Willmot, J. A .. Exg. Mechanic, '97

Greenstreet, R.... Exg. Mechanic, '98

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.

:
: وو

:
:
:

9

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Cik .”

...

...

Aldershot Tout, F. D. Asst. Super. 1882 ; Clk. , '94

Hunt, W.J. 1882 ; Clk . , '94

Padgham , F. 1891

Barnsley .. Foster, W. H. ... Asst. Super. (T.) 1886 ; Clk. , '98

Bath Dungey, J. Asst. Super. (P.) 1877 ; Clk. , '96

Silcon, W. A. Clk. (P. )... 1882

Birmingham
Payne, C. c . Super. 1879 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst .

Super. , 2nd Cl. , '93 ;

Ist Cl . , '99

Clements,W.F.L Asst . Super. , Ist Cl. 1878 ; S.C. & T., '83 ;

( P.) Clk .,'90 ; Asst. Super. ,

2nd Cl . , '97

Sherwood, J. A. 2nd Cl.( P.) 1879 ; Clk . , '90

Warden , C. E.... Cik ."(P. ) 1883

Bournemouth ... Tonge, W. Asst. Super. S.C. & T. , Andover, '83 ;

Bournemouth,'85 ;Clk . ,

'92

Batt, C. Clk . S.C. & T., Ryde, '84 ;

Richmond,'85; Bourne

mouth , '87

Bradford ... Kemp, F.... Ch. Clk.... 1871 ; Clk. , 87 ; Asst.

Super., '91 ; Super.

( P.) , '00

Knight, J : -W. ... Super. ( P.) 1871 ; Clk. , '88 ; Asst.

Super. , '91

...

.
.
.

.
.
.
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Bradford ...

Bristol

Cardiff

.
.
.

.
.
.

,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

Chester

:
:

...

.
.
.

Chesterfield

.
.
. 79 ;

...

Crewe

9

Exeter

Parratt, S. C. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1882 ; Clk ., 'oo

Brown , E. M. Clk. (P.) 1883

Miles, J. Asst. Super. (T.) . 1871 ; Clk. , '97
Brown,A.... Clk. (T. ) 1874

Kibbey, R. Asst . Super. 2nd Ci. 1877. ; Clk. , '93

(P. )

Evans, J. ... Super. ( P.) 1880 ; Asst . Super. , Ist

Cl. , '91

Arnold, W. Asst . Super. , Ist Cl. Tel. , '85 ; Clk. (P.), '91 ;

(P. ) Asst.Super.,2nd Či.,'97

Keenor, H. A .... 2nd Cl.( P .) Malvern , '84 ; Cardiff,

'85 ; Clk . , '95

Brown , G. H. Clk . ( P. ) 1885

Blanchett, J. Super. ( P. ) ... 1866 ; Clk . , °73 ; Asst .

Super., '91

Hughes, T. Clk. 1876

Tatler, A. A. 1879

Hughes, E. J. Asst. Super. ( T .)... E. T. Co., '63; G.P.O.,

* 70 ; Cik. , oi

Roberts, C. Clk. (T.) E.T. Co., 67 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

Pepperdine, R .... Ch. Clk .... S.C. & T. , Clk . (P.) ,

Lincoln, '94

Shaw, J. H. Clk. 1881

Dane, J. W. 1881

Maddock, J. 1882

Meadows, D.J.... 1885

Ash, J. H. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1878 ; Clk . , '96

Dymond, w . Clk .
1874 ; Stg. Clk ., '78

Horn , J. D. 1881

Metcalfe, P. Ch. Super. ( P. ) Stg. Clk ., Leeds, 75 ;

Clk. (P.) , '90 ; Hd.

Sta. Clk ., '93 ; Asst.

Super. (P.), ist Cl. ,

Leeds, '97

Roberts, W. H. Super. (P. ) 1862 ; Asst. Super. , 'go

Johnston, L. 1880 ; Clk. (P.) , N'castle,

'90; Asst.Super.,Leeds,

'98

Crompton, J. I. Asst . Super., Ist Cl. 1872 ; Clk. , '89 ; Asst.

( P. ) Super, '90

Willis, G. W. 1874 ; Clk. , '90 ; Asst.

Super., '97

Jackson, W. 1872 ; Clk ., '90 ; Asst.

Super ., '98

Johnson, A. 2nd Cl. ( P .) 1879 ; Clk ., '94

Rutter, G.... 1878 ; Stg. Clk. , °79 ;

Clk. , '97

Cartlidge, T. W. Clk . ( P. ) 1885

Cawood, c. 1885

Horsfall, G. H.... 1885

Beman, F. W .... 1885

Smith, B. 1885

Holliday, C. Ch ."Super. (T. ) U.K.T. Co. , '69 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Asst. Super. , ist

ČI . , '90 ; Super., ’92

9

Leeds

;;

:
:

> .
.
.

.
.

» .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

وو

:
:
:
:
:
:

9



234 PROMOTIONS.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

رو

1870

1873

1874

1873

...

Leeds Green, J. W. Super. (T.) E.T. Co., '58 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Asst. Super.,'83 ;

ist Cl., '90

Graham, R. W. M.T. Co. , '60 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk ., '83 ; Asst.

Super. ,'87; Ist Cl.,'98

Hainsworth, H. Asst . Super. , Ist Cl. M.T. Co., '64 ; G.P.O. ,

(T.) '70 ; Clk. , 85 ; Asst.

Super., and Ci., '90

Metcalf, G. T .... M.T. Co., °59 ; U.K.T.

Co. ,'64 ; G.P.O. , '70 ;

Clk .,'85 ; Asst. Super .,

2nd Cl., '90

Owen, W .... 2nd Cl. U.K.T. Co .,'63 ; G.P.O.,

(T.) Runcorn, '70 ; Leeds,

'73 ; Clk ., '92

Williams, G. E.T. Co., '65 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; CIk., '92

Lampton , W. R. M.T. Co. , '66; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk. , '92

Williamson, G .... Clk. (T.)

Thompson, J.

Hanson, J. J.

Tuke, R.

Leominster Thomas, R. W. Clk . 1889

Lincoln Yeomans, W. Asst. Super. (P.) 1875 ; CIk . , '91

Pepperdine, G .... Clk. ( P. ) 1886

Owston, H. P.... 1888

Key, H. S. Clk (T.) 1886

Manchester Almond, J. Super. (P. ) 1872 ; Clk ., '85 ; Asst.

Super., '93 ; 1st Cl. , '97

Conolly, J. Asst. Super., ist Cl. 1875; Cik ., '90 ; Asst.

(P.) Super ., '96

Biddolph, W. 2nd Cl. ( P .) 1880; Clk ., '96

Halton, H. E.... Clk ." (P.) 1884

O'Neill , C. E. 1885

Miss E. Hughes Asst. Super. 1878

Newport, Mon. Little, A. W. Ch. Clk.... 1876 ; Clk. , '93 ; Asst.

Super., '98; Super,'or

Fowles, E. T. Super. ( P.) S.C. & T., Cardiff, '81 ;

S. C. & T., '85 ; Clk . ,

Malvern, '91; Asst .

Super. ( P. ) ; Newport,
'01

Northampton ... Wayne, C.... Asst. Super. ( T .) ... E.T. Co., '66 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Clk . , '90

Dalton, A. W. ... Clk. (T. ) ... 1882

Norwich Bell, A. Ch. Člk.... 1880 ; Clk . , '87 ; Asst .

Super.,'94 ; Super., '97

Bocking, G. M. Super. ( P.) ... 1887 ; Clk ., '94 ; Asst.

Super ., '98

Carter, W. G. Asst. Super. ( P.) ... S.C. & T., Oxford , '83 ;

S.C. & T. , '87, Clk. ,

Norwich , '98

West, H. H. Clk . (P. ) 1889

Scott, R. W. 1890

... ...

)

...
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OFFICE NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

> .
.
.

...

:
:
:

1882

Norwich Mills, C. E. Clk . (P.) S.C. & T., Gt.Yarmouth ,

'92; Norwich , '97

Holroyd, J. Super. (T.) 1872 ; Clk. , '93 ; Asst .

Super., . '95

Norris, W. S. Asst. Super. (T.) ... 1875 ; Clk ., '95

Hammond,W.W. Clk. (T.)
1880

Cobb, J. E.
1880

Miss K.F.Andrews Asst. Super. 1885

Plymouth Jennings, W. ... Ch . Clk.... 1881 ; Clk. , '91 ; Asst .

'95 ; Super. (P.), '97
Howe, H.... Super. (P.) . Newton Abbot,'72 ; Ply

mouth, '73 ; Clk ., '91 ;

Asst. Super., '92

Chegwidden, · T. Asst . Super. ( P.) 1882 ; Clk ., '92

Coombe, A. R .... Clk. ( P.)
1880

Pontypool Herbert, J. B. Clk. S.C. & T. , Cirencester,

'92 ; Pontypool, 'oo

Portsmouth Hardy, H. J. L. Asst. Super. (T. ) ... Southampton ,"79; Ports

mouth , '80 ; Clk . (T.)

'98

Hounsell, G. A .. Clk. (T. )

Preston Miss E.A.Barlow Asst. Super. ( T.)... 1898

Richmond, Briggs, W. M. ... Clk. 1881 ; S.C. & T. , '89

Surrey

Salisbury ... Hodgson, E. 1886

Sheffield Smith, c. H. Asst. Super., 2nd Cl. 1874 ; Clk. , '95

(P.)

Driver, B .... Clk. (P.) 1885

Hodson , H. Clk. (T. )

Swansea John , W. 1876

Swindon Hunt, W. M. Clk. 1874 ; Tel., '75 ; Cik

Swansea, '98

Warrington Jones, H. C. Ch. Clk.... 1880 ; Clk. , '87 ; Asst

Super ., 'oi

Banks, J. Asst. Super. 1875; S.C. & T. , ° 75

Clk ., '91

Pemberton, J. T. Clk .

Winchester Stockwell, W. Asst. Super. 1882 ; Clk. , '87

Perrin, H .... Clk. 1887

Wrexham Rowland, H. Ist Clk. 1883

York Turner , W. Asst. Super.( P.) 1879 ; Clk. , '93

Lawson , F. Clk. (P. )
1882

1877

1881...

...

...

...

... ..

IRELAND.

Belfast ...

...

Parker, A. F. Asst. Super ., Ist Cl. 1884 ; Clk . , '99 ; Asst .

(P. ) Super., ' oí

Shanks, J.... CIk . (P. ) 1887

Miss M. Asst. Super. 1887

McCullagh

Allister, H. R. ... Cik .Enniskillen S. C. & T., Monaghan,

'87

Hetherington, Asst . Super. (P .)... S.C. & T., Kilmallock,

R. G. '85 ; Clonmel, '87 ;

Limerick, '90 ; Clk . ,

Mallow, '95

Limerick ...
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT .. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Londonderry Donelly, M.

Bell, R.

Gallagher, J.

Brown, W. s.

Harris, J. .

Whelan , P.

Ch . Clk. ... 1870 ; Clk . (T.) , '85 ;

Cik. (P.), '89 ; Asst.

Super.( P.), '91

Asst. Super. ( P. ) ... 1881 ; CIk .,'91

Clk . (P. ) Tel., '83 ; Clk . (T.) , 'oo

1889

Tel., '81

Clk . 1893

(1.)

Sligo

SCOTLAND.

Glasgow ... Clk . (T.)Murray, M.

McGregor, P.

1880

1880

.
.
.
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT ., PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

.
.
.

...

A.G.D. Mooney, L. F .... Clk. , 2nd Div. , M.O.O. , '61 ; A.G.D. ,

Hr. Gr. '72 ; Hr. Gr. , 2nd Div.,

'90

P.O.B. Miss H. L. Clk ., Ist Cl. ... Clk ., S.B. , '76; Clk . , Ist

Ommanney Cl . , P.O.B., '81

C.T.O. Brookman , H.W. Super. , Hr. Gr. M.T. Co., '53 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; Clk . in Charge,

71 ; Asst. Super.,'77 ;

Super.,'86 ; Hr.Gr.,'94

Carter, W. Asst. Super., Ist Cl. E.T. Co., '60 ; C.T.O.,

'70 ; Sen. Tel. , '81 ;

Asst. Super. , '83 ; Ist

Cl. , '90

Vanden Broek , R . E.T. Co. , '64 ; C.T.O. ,

'70 ; Sen. Tel., '81 ;

Asst. Super. , ’83 ; Ist

Cl. , 90

Reid , W. M. 2nd Cl. Tel. , ' 70 ; Sen. Tel.,'85 ;

Asst. Super. , 2nd cl . ,

'90

Pearson, W. J .... Tel....
1881

Miss J. M. A. Asst. Super., ist Ci. L.P.T. Co .,'65 ; G.P.O.,

Giltro '70 ; Asst. Super. , '85 ;

Ist Cl. , '95

E. Ampleford 2nd Cl. 1872 ; Asst. Super., '99

J. M. Barker 1872 ; A : sst. Super. ,'99

M. E. Pallett) Tel.... E.T. Co., '64 ; C.T.O.,

'70

Mrs. L. S. Butler 1870

Miss M. A. 1875

Ashplant
E.M.Andrews 1895

R. Parker 1896

L.P.S. , Cönt.'s white, F.D. :: Asst. Cont. Jr. Clk . , '53 ; 3rd Ci.

Off. Clk. , '59 ; Asst.Super. ,

F.B., '67 ; Prin. Člk .,

'75 ; Sub -Cont., '91 ;

Asst. Cont., 'or .

Circ. Off. Sidery, T.... Insp. 1863 ; Sr. , '66 ; Over.,

° 74 ; Insp ., '90

Cole, J. W. Over. 1863; Sr.,'66 ; Over. , '85

Digby, H.J. Sr. 1873

Debbage, F. 1875 ; Sr. , '78

* Drohan , J. 1894

w.c. London, J. cc. & T. 1870

* Miss A. A. Finch 1897

N. Mannering, T. R. Insp.

.
.
.

:
:
:

:
:

:
:

9
7

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

*
*
*

...

...

1866 ; Sr. , '73 ; Over.,

° 74 ; Insp ., 85

S.W. White, A. A. Over. & Sen. Tel. 1871 ; Sen. Tel. , '93

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

L.P.S. S.W. Brown, J. J. Over....
... 1868 ; Hd. Pn ., '91 ;

Over., '93

1867 ; Hd. Pn. , 73 ;

Over. , 2nd Cl. , ' 77 ; Ist

Scrine, E. ...

CI., 88

Mo.o. .

W.* Hartley, T. A .... Sr. ...

*Miss E.M.Easton Clk., 2ndCl ....

* Cudlipp, A. C .... Clk. , 2nd Div.S.B.

.
.
. *Matthews, H. P.

:
:

非*

*Miss J. Harwood Clk. , 2nd Cl....

E. T. M. B.

Graham

M. C. Robson

.
.
.

>

1894

S.B., '96 ; M.0.0. , '99

C.C. & Tel., E.C., '90 ;

Clk. , 2nd Div ., S.B. ,

'94

Boy Clk ., '96 ; Clk. , 2nd

Div. , 'oo

1892

1896

Sr. , P.O.B., '94 ; Clk .,

S.B., '96

1896

E.T. Co., '64 ; Clk. ,

Eng. Dep., G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Ch. Clk. , 71 ;

Supg. Clk. , T.S.D. ,

978 : Asst. Cont . , ²82 ;

Cont. , '88

.
.
.

.
.
.

T'S.D .

.

A. G. Wight

Stuart, C. E. Cont.

.
.
.

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Aberystwyth ... Williams, P. ... ) Pmr. ... S.C. & T. , Shrbury, '68 ;

Pmr.,Machynlleth ,'87;

Aberystwyth, '96

Bath Kerans, L. C. Travg. Clk ., Mail Off .,

'66 ; Clk ., L.P.S., '80 ;

Pmr. , Birkenhead, '91 ;

Bath, '97

Brice, T. Super. E.T. Co., '67 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Stg. Clk ., °75 ;

Clk. , '91 ; Asst. Super.,

'94 ; Super., 'oo

Birmingham Whiston, F.H .... 1888

Blackburn Baron , F .... S.C. & T. 1890

Bolton Shanks, R. Pmr. M.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O.,

Glasgow, 70 ; Cik .,

Spec. Arrangts. Bch .,

71 ; Pmr., Bedford.,

°77 ; Bolton, '92
Bradford ... Stansfield , J. Asst. Super. 1869 ; Clk. , '86 ; Asst.

Super., '91
Eastbourne *Ray, G. E. H .... S.C. & T. 1899

Epsom
Miss M. A. Pms. Clk., '74 ; Pms. , '91

Andrews

Exeter Keating, J. S.C. & T. 1883

Hull... * Roll, F. 1801

" MissA. E. Hedley Tel.”

...

.
.
.

S.C. & T., Bridlington,

'93 ; Hull, '98

. Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

Leigh , Lanc.

Liverpool

Miss E. Wheldon Pms.

Singleton , A. J. S.C. & T.

Manchester

MissE. A.Stafford

Taylor, J....

:
:

S.C. & T., '69; Pms., '92

E.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O.,

Ipswich , '70 ; L’pool,

'71

1870

M.T. Co. , 64 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

1898

Stg. Clk ., Derby, '69 ;

Pmr. , Horncastle, '87

MarketH'borough ,'96

1867

*Miss F. Tuke

Market Smith , T. W.

Harborough

Pmr.

.
.
.

.
.
.

S.C. & T.

Melton Saunders , G.

Mowbray

Newcastle-on- Reid, J.

Tyne

* Harle , W....

Newport, Ñon. Nott, R.P.

.
.
.

.
.
. Ch. Clk....

...Nottingham

Plymouth

Ramsgate

* Nash, C. W. S. S.C. & T.

Hamlyn, C. B .... Clk . (T.)

Pritchard, A. L S.C. & T.

Slough Clarke, W. Ch . Clk....

.
.
.

E.T. Co. , '59 ; G.P.O. ,

'70

1900

Stg . Clk. , '72 ; Clk. , '89 ;

Asst. Super. , '93; Ch .

Clk ., '97

1892

1871 ; Clk ., 'oi

Sub. Tel. Co. , '60 ; S.C.

& T. , Ramsgate, '89

Clk . , '76 ; Senr. Clk .,

Windsor,'85 ; Ch.Clk .,

Slough, '86

1885

1883

Leamington, '61 ; Clk. ,

Shr'bury, '65 ; Ch.Clk . ,

81 ; Ch., Člk., Staf

ford, '89 ; Pmr., Wis.

bech ,'93; Whitehaven ,

'98

Southport

Thrapston

Whitehaven

Bryers, A. H. S.C. & T.

Mrs. E. Hensman Pms.

Freeman, T. ... Pmr.

.
.
.

IRELAND

Dublin Kent, F. S.C. & T.

SCOTLAND.

Aberdeen

Edinburgh

Glasgow ...

Ingram , R. Clk. (P.) 1868 ; Stg. Clk. , '74 ;

Clk. , '91

* Mowat, J.... S.C. & T. 1895

Gardiner, J. Clk ., Sorting Office 1867 ; Sr. , '67 ; Clk . , '91

Miss L. Miller S.C. & T. 1894

Nisbet, P.... Clk. (T. ) U.K.T. Co., '66 ; Tel. ,

Glasgow, '70 ; CIk ., '90
Miss M. H. J. S.C. & T. 1885

Russell

.
.
.

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE . NAME, PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
....

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:

Glossop

...

...

London , W.C. Page, E. F. ... N.W.; Ch . Clk. , W.C. , E., N. ,
N.W.

Bath Wooster, W. H. Tel . , Clk . , Bath ; Pmr., Chippen

ham , Oldham

Bolton Viney, J. L. ... Clk . , Rochester ; Ch. Clk. , Canter.

bury ; Pmr. , Sittingbourne, Rams

gate, Douglas, Warrington
Boston ... Peach , J. Clk ., Super., Ch. Clk ., Derby ;

Pmr., Bromley (Kent)

Bridgend Scott , J. E. ... Li Cik ., Ass
t
. Su

pe
r
. ( T.),

Liverpool
Chatham Lugg, E. A.... S.C. & T., Clk. , Asst. Super. , Ch .

Clk ., Portsmouth

Croydon Harrison , W. L. Clk. , S.B. , L.P.S., S.B .; Sur.

Clk. ; Pmr., King's Lynn
Eccles ... Young, R. H. S.C. & T. , Clk . , Asst. Super. , York

Farnborough Cobb, w . Stg. Clk ., Sheffield ; Pmr., Spilsby

Shepherd, J ... C.C. & T.; Over. & Sen. Tel.,

L.P.S.

Hatfield Sanderson , J. L. S.C. & T., Fence Houses

Heckmondwike S.O .... Jago, H. H .... S.C. & T. , Liverpool

Leigh, Lancs. Greenhouse, H. S.C. & T. , Clk. , Asst. Super ., Crewe

Lydney Preddy, W.J. Tel. , C.T.O.; S.C. & T. , Newport

( Mon.)

Melton Mowbray Walter, J. W. S.C. & T. , Leicester ; Pmr., North

Walsham , Whitchurch

Middlesborough ... James, W.J. Clk . , Kingston-on -Thames ; Stg.

Clk. , Clk ., Super. ( P.), Plymouth ;

Pmr.,Devonport, Colchester

Rochdale Jones, W. T. S.C. & T., Clk ., Super . ( P. ) , Cardiff

Rushden S.O. Field , s . S.C. & T., Northampton

Shrewsbury ... Fairgray, T.... Tel . , Glasgow ; Clk ., Asst. Super.,

2nd Cl., ist Cl . , Super. , Ch .

Super., Liverpool

Swaffham Scott, E. S.C. & T. , Clk., Gainsborough
Thrapston Mills, W. S.... S.C. & T., Bristol

Weybridge Woodley, C. Tel., Sen. Tel. , Asst . Super. , 2nd

cl. , C.T.O.

Whitehaven Shepherd, D. L. ... E.T. Co., G.P.O. ; Clk. (T.) , Asst.

Super., Edinburgh ; Super. (T. ) ,

Aberdeen

Buttevant Parker, W ... S.C. & T., Chorley, Manchester,

Chorley

Curragh Camp ... Morgan , F. O. S.C. & T., Cork ; Asst. Super. ,

Limerick

Larne ... Brownlees, W. G. S.C. & T., Mallow, Belfast

Monaghan Clarke, R. T. S.C. & T. , Newry

Navan Ferguson, G. S.C. & T., Kilkenny, Belfast ; Pmr. ,

Larne

Craigellachie McDonald, E. S.C. & T. , Inverness

Keith Shankland, G. A. . S.C. & T. , Meath ; S.C. & T., Clk. ,

Cardiff

Moffat ... Hawkins, E. S.C. & T. , Bristol ; Pmr. , Settle

:i:

.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

...
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

:
:
:
:

>>

1893

1896

...

:
:
:
:

9 )

A.G.D. Dowie, E. H. Clk . , 2nd Div. 1900

C.H.B. Miss G. Davidge Clk ., 2nd Cl. 1900

c.r.o. * Milton, P. A. Tel. 1893

E.-in -C.O . Gibson, J .... Sup . Engr. C.T.O., '53 ; G.P.O.,

'70 ; Sup. Engr., '78
L.P.S. , Cir . Off. Churchill , E. Sr. 1874 ; Sr. , ²81

Bennell, G. E. H. 1882

Brewster, R. G... 1890

Wyatt, W. 1877 ; Sr. , '91

Woolford, E. W.

Donovan , M.

E. Applegate , A. ... 2.c. & T. 1877 ; C.C. & T. , '81

W. * Donoghue, D. ... Sr. 1887 ; Sr. , '88

SE. Cole, E. R. 1891 ; Sr. , '93

N. * White, G. R. ... 1880 ; Sr. , '83

Overall, J.... 1881 ; Sr. , '86

Brighton Wigg, H. G. Ś.C. & T. C.C. & T. , E.C. , '91 ;

S.C.& T., Brighton ,'oo

Ewer, C. 1890

Cardiff Miss A. Jones 1897

Exeter Cheeseworth ,C.F. 1885

Huddersfield Lord, J. S. 1892

Leeds *Cartlidge, F. 1890

Malmesbury Miss R.Bartlett Pms. 1891

Manchester Howarth , J. Clk . (P.) 1875 ; Clk . , '91

Portsmouth Webb, W. S. Asst. Supt . (T. ) 1870 ; Clk . , '86 ; Asst.

.,

Romford ... Thompson, W.H. S.C. & T. 1887

Rotherham Travis, M. 1882

Southampton Perry, A. E. 1887 ; S.C. & T.. '89
Stanmore ... Chamberlain , 1899

C. H.

Stoke -on - Trent Capewell, W.A. 1899

Weybridge Miss C. Child 1884

Dublin Farrar, J. W. 1897

Montgomery , 1882

W. J.

Glasgow Miss L. Pearce... 1887

Huntly Jamieson, L.

رو

...

)

Pmr?' Pmr., Insch .,'88 ; Hunt

ly , '96

* Died while serving in South Africa.

ABBREVIATIONS.

Acct., Accountant ; Asst. , Assistant ; C.C. & T., Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl., Class ; CIk ., Clerk ; Cont. , Controller ; Div.,

Division ; Engr., Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr., Grade ; Hd., Head ; Hr.,

Higher ; Insp ., Inspector ; Jr., Junior; Lr., Lower ; Offr ., Officer ; Over.,

Overseer ; P., Postal ; Pn. , Postman ; Pmr., Postmaster ; Pms. , Postmistress ;

Pr.- Kr., Paper - Keeper ; Prin., Principal ; Prob. , Probationary ; Prov.,

Provinces ; Retr., Returner ; Sec., Secretary ; Sen., Senior ; S.C. & T. ,

Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist; Sr., Sorter ; Stg., Sorting ; Sta., Stationary ;

Supply ., Supplementary ; Sur., Surveyor ; Super., Superintendent or_Super

visor ; Tech ., Technical ; Tel. , Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr. , Tracer ;

Wtg., Writing.
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ST . MARTIN'S -LE-GRAND

JULY, 1902 .

South Africa : A Field for

Telegraphists.

CU INCE the outbreak of the Boer war there has been

a big demand for telegraphists in the South African

Post and Telegraph Services, and recruiting for the

Cape, Transvaal and Natal Administrations has been

carried on to a large extent in England, whilst the Cape has also

gone further afield to the Australasian Colonies.

Now that hostilities have ceased it is anticipated there will be a

tremendous boom of commercial activity which will call for

considerable extensions of the telegraphic facilities hitherto afforded ,

and as South Africa is a training ground for telegraphists on a very

small scale only , further importations of experienced clerks will

have to be made from the old country and elsewhere for some years

to come .

This being so, a short article bearing upon South Africa as a field

for telegraphists will no doubt be of interest to Post Office and

Cable Company men throughout the English speaking world .

The following are the inducements now being held out by the

Transvaal , Natal and the Cape Colony Governments to young

telegraphists of steady habits and proved manipulative ability

who desire to migrate to South Africa, together with the main

requirements :

TRANSVAAL.

Unmarried men over 18 and under 25 yearsyears of age required ..

Must send and receive not less than 30 words a minute on the

Morse Sounder.

Free passage to South Africa, and half pay allowed from date

of embarkation to date of taking up duty, when full pay commences .

Two years agreement to be entered into .

Scale Of Pay .

2nd Class. £200 by £15 annual increment to £300

Ist £320 by £20 to £440

Candidates commence at £200 per annum, and no deductions

from salary for a Pension Fund are made.
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NATAL.

Unmarried men over 18 and under 25 years of age required.

Must send and receive not less than 35 words a minute on the

Morse Sounder.

Passage money to South Africa is advanced, and is repayable

in small monthly instalments. Salary commences from date of

embarkation .

Two years agreement to be entered into.

SCALE OF PAY .

£100 per annum by annual increments of £12 to £160, then

by annual increments of £20 to £300, and afterwards by

annual increments of £25 to £400. There is no break, the

scale of pay running right on from £100 to £400.

3 per cent. is deducted from salary for a Pension Fund.

CAPE COLONY.

Unmarried men under the age of 26 required.

Must send and receive not less than 30 words a minute on the

Morse Sounder.

Free passage to the Cape, and pay to commence from the date

of embarkation .

Two years agreement to be entered into .

SCALE OF PAY .

4th Class. £120 by £ 12 105. annual increment to £145

3rd £160 by do. to £197 ios .

2nd £210 by do. to £247 1os .

Ist £260 by £ 15 to £320

There is a Special Class beyond, comprising Superintending

Appointments and Higher Grade Postmasterships , which runs from

£335 by £15 , £20 and £25 annual increments , respectively, to

£600 per annum .

4 per cent. is deducted from salary and all overtime payments

for a Pension Fund.

The usual commencing salary for imported men is £145 with an

increment to £160 after three months if good manipulative ability is

shown. Five years experience is, however, a sine quâ non for the

higher amount, but telegraphists of three or four years experience

may obtain £120 to £132 1os.

From the foregoing tables it will be seen that the Transvaal offers

the most liberal terms, and that the Natal scale is preferable to that

of the Cape, as it guarantees advancement without a break, whilst in

the Cape Colony stoppages at the top of each Class may possibly
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occur. The cost of living, however, is much higher in the

Transvaal than in Natal and the Cape Colony, and this to some

extent accounts for the difference in the scales of pay offered . The

Cape is the largest of the South African Services, and consequently

should offer more opportunities of advancement to higher grade

appointments than Natal or the Transvaal.

In the seaport towns of the Cape Colony and Natal board , lodging

and washing cost from £6 to £7 a month, and to this must be

added ten shillings to a pound for tram or train fares ; but in the

smaller up - country towns and villages the cost of living is con

siderably less . In Johannesburg and Pretoria , however, £10 to

£12 1os. a month is the average boarding -house charge.

The climate of South Africa is delightful to the average English

man, and although the heat of summer is somewhat trying for the

first year or two, it is more than compensated for by the winter,

which much resembles English spring weather, with cold mornings

and evenings and fairly warm days . There are practically only two

seasons of the year-summer, which runs from October to March,

and winter, from April to September. Christmas , therefore, falls in

midsummer, and newcomers will find the negotiating of the festive

roast beef and plum pudding in sweltering heat somewhat of a novelty.

Malarial or camp fever has now almost disappeared save in the

northern districts of the Transvaal , and the bubonic plague which

has been rampant in the Cape during the last two years is a passing

scourge which rarely attacks white people. Since the war started

there has been an epidemic of enteric fever, but this will in all

probability disappear when the country is again in a state of peace.

Clothing similar to that worn in England is suitable for South

Africa. Light tweed or flannel suits are useful for summer wear,

and a fairly heavy overcoat is not to be despised in the early

mornings and evenings of winter. Speaking generally, articles of

clothing cost about 50 per cent. more in South Africa than in

England.

Young fellows of intemperate habits should steer clear of South

Africa. Colonial wines, more than passable in quality , and brandy,
which can by no stretch of the imagination be described as--nectar

of the gods, are so cheap that a toper who goes in for quantity

rather than quality can at small expense drink himself to death in

a short space of time.

In the larger telegraph centres such as Cape Town, Port

Eļizabeth, Kimberley and King William's Town in the Cape Colony,

Johannesburg and Pretoria in the Transvaal, and Durban and



246 SOUTH AFRICA : A FIELD FOR TELEGRAPHISTS .

Pietermaritsburg in Natal , expert telegraphists are rarely called upon

to perform other than telegraphic duties ; but in the smaller towns

and villages postal work has also to be undertaken . Eight hours is

generally regarded as being the average working day, but in certain

offices the duties are spread over a period of from twelve to sixteen

hours , mainly owing to the early and late hours at which postcarts

are timed to arrive and be despatched .

The main lines of railway in the Cape Colony belong to the

Government, and the telegraph work at the larger station falls

wholly on Post Office men, who in some cases have to do both day

and night duty . A large number of the South African post offices

are located at railway stations for this reason.

In the Cape Colony members of the Post and Telegraph

Department are entitled to one month's leave of absence annually.

This is allowed to accumulate, if desired, in order that a three

months' holiday in Europe can be taken after three years' service .

Full pay for the period is granted, which can be drawn at the office

of the Agent-General in London, but passage money out and in has

to be defrayed by officers themselves.

In conclusion , the writer of this paper is strongly of opinion that

South Africa offers excellent opportunities to young unmarried

telegraphists who are desirous of pushing their way in the world and

are not afraid of hard work and occasionally a little “ roughing ” ;

but before resigning positions at home intending emigrants should

clearly grasp the idea that the acceptance of appointments involves

their spending practically the rest of their lives away from England,

in a country which may not strike them very favourably on arrival.

Life in the sunny south has its own peculiar charms, and the free

and easy way in which the average inhabitant does his work and

takes his pleasures stands up in striking relief to the rush and

competition apparent in Old World centres. Home-born men

rightly consider that there is no place like England for a holiday

when the purse is full, but nevertheless they are usually prepared to

admit that as a labour market it is hampered with disadvantages.

The big towns of Europe provide many distractions that are

acceptable in hours of leisure which South Africa cannot, yet there

are compensating advantages which perhaps outweigh the attendant

luxuries of an advanced civilisation, and this is evidenced by the fact

that very few telegraphists who have led straightforward steady lives

in South Africa would care to return to England and follow their

avocations there. E. E. HARRHY.

Cape Town .
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Some Memorials of Ralph Allen

and John Palmer,

V

E are glad to be able to reproduce the photograph of a

curious memorial of Ralph Allen's work in the Post

Office which has reached us through Mr. R. C. Tombs,

of Bristol.

The photograph shows the obverse of a medal bearing the Royal

Arms, and the inscriptions “ To the Famous Mr. Allen, 4th December,

1752, " and "the Gift of His Royal Highness, W.D. of Cumberland."

The reverse of the medal is engraved with some Masonic emblems

and with the words,

Amor Honor Justitia ,”

INO CAMPBELL,

Armagh.

No. 409 .

The history of this relic is quite unknown, beyond the fact that it

was purchased in a curiosity shop in Belfast some twelve years ago

by its present possessor, Mr. D. Buick, LL.D., of Sandy Bay, Larne.

We may, however, surmise without much difficulty how it came into

existence. In the year 1752 , the Princess Amelia visited Bath , and

was entertained by Ralph Allen at Prior Park. During her stay at

Bath, the Duke of Cumberland also visited the town, and is known

to have contributed £100 to the Bath Hospital, of which Allen was

one of the most active supporters. The medal was no doubt intended

as an acknowledgment of the courtesy and attention received by the

Duke and the Princess on this occasion .

Whether the medal was ever presented is not known, or how it

came to be converted into a Masonic jewel. Perhaps it may have

been given away by Allen , or it may have gone astray, or been stolen .

The Masonic Lodge, No. 409 , is said to have been founded by a

Mr. John Campbell in 1761 , shortly before the date of Allen's death .

It would be interesting, however, to know if Allen was a Freemason,

any connection with Bath can be traced in the history of the

Armagh Lodge, No. 409.

Our readers will remember that last year Lord Londonderry as

Postmaster-General , unveiled a tablet placed by the Corporation of

Bath on the house in North Parade which was formerly occupied by

John Palmer.

or if
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We are also indebted to Mr. Tombs for the interesting sketches of

tokens struck in commemoration of Palmer's mail coach system,

which was begun in 1784, as well as for the following newspaper

extracts by which these sketches may well be illustrated.

1. From the Bath Chronicle, dated July 29th , 1784 .

“ On Monday next the experiment for the more expeditious

conveyance of the mails will be made on the road from London to

Bath and Bristol .
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“ Letters are to be put in the London Office every evening before

8 o'clock , and to arrive next morning in Bath before 10 o'clock, and

in Bristol by 12 o'clock .

“ The letters for London or for any place between or beyond to be

put into the Bath Post Office every evening before 6 o'clock, and

into the Bristol Office before 3 o'clock in afternoon , and they will be

delivered in London the next day . ”
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2 .

The public were also informed :

" That the Mail Diligence to commence running on Monday,

August 2nd , 1784-that the proprietors had engaged to carry the Mail

to and from London to Bristol in 16 hours, starting from the ‘ Swan

with two necks,' in Lad Lane, London, at 8 o'clock each night , and

arriving at the “ Three Tuns,' Bath , before 10 o'clock the next

morning, and at the ' Rummer Tavern , ' Bristol, by 12 o'clock .

“ The mail is to leave Bristol from the Swan Tavern ' for London

every afternoon at 4 o'clock , and to arrive in London before 8 o'clock

the next morning.”

From the Bath Chronicle, August 5th , 1784.

“ The new Mail Diligence set off for the first time from Bristol on

Monday last at 4 o'clock , and from Bath at 5.20 p.m. From London

it set out at 8 o'clock in the evening, and was in Bath by 9 o'clock

the next morning.

“ The excellent steps taken to carry out this undertaking leave no

doubt of its succeeding to the great advantage and pleasure to the

publick .

“ The mail from this City is made up at 5 o'clock .”

This grand achievement of Palmer's was signalised by the

following lines :

“ A safe and quick method is found to convey,

Our bills of exchange, and I promise to pay :

Political news from all parts of the town,

The Senate, the Play, and each place of renown .

New pamphlets , and schemes, or the prices of stocks,

That trafficks in ports , and escaped from the rocks .

At Bristol Hotwells or the New Rooms at Bath

Arrived Mr. Fancy and Lady Hogarth :

Who looked so enchanting last week at the races ,

And nemine contra pronounced by the graces .

Effusions of friendship or letters of Love,

All beautiful, candid , as true as a dove,

J'espere, ma chere ami, qui ce bien avec vous,

And friendly whip syllabub chat entre nous,

The merchant, the lover, the friend, and the sage,

Will daily applaud Mr. Palmer's new stage.”

3. From the Bath Chronicle, September 9th, 1784.

“ We hear that the contractors for carrying the mail to and from

this City and London have received the most positive orders to
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persons what

direct their coachmen on no account whatever to try their speed

against other carriages that may be set up in opposition to them, nor

to suffer them to discharge firearms in passing through any towns,

or on the road , except they are attacked .

“ They have generally performed their duty with great care and

punctuality, within an hour of the contracted time, and perfectly to

the satisfaction of the Government and the publick, and this before

any opposition was commenced against them, and when it was thought

impossible to effect it in 16 hours instead of 15 hours—their steady

jine of conduct will be their best recommendation to this City,

which, much to its honour, has supported them with great spirit.

Attempts by other drivers of other coaches or any other

soever to impede the Mail Diligence on its journey will be certainly

attended with the most serious prosecutions to the parties so offending.

“ We are desired by the old proprietors of the Bath Coaches to

insert the following :

“ Last Sunday evening as the coachman of the Mail Diligence was

driving furiously down Kennet Hill, between Calne and Marlborough,

in order to overtake the two Guard Coaches, the coach was suddenly

thrown against the bank, by which means a lady was much hurt, as

was also the driver. The lady was taken out, and safely conveyed

in one of the guard coaches to Marlborough.

“ We are informed :

“ The proprietors of the two coaches, with a guard to each, which

travel from Bristol to London in 15 hours, have instructed their

servants not to fire their arms wantonly, but to be particularly

vigilant in case of attack . The proprietors of these coaches are

determined to have the passengers and property protected, and for

the safety of both have ordered their coachmen to keep together to

make assurance doubly sure .” .

From the Bath Chronicle, September 16th , 1784 .

(Introduction of the Royal Livery.)

“ Our Mail Diligence still continues its course with the same

steadiness and punctuality ; yesterday its coachman and guard made

their first appearance in royal livery, and cut a most superior figure.

" . It is certainly very proper that the Government carriages should

be thus distinguished ; such a mark of His Majesty's approbation

does the contractors great honour, and it is with much pleasure we

see so great a change in the conveyance of our mails, not only in its

speed and safety, but in its present respectable appearance, from an

old cart and a ragged boy. "
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Notes on Egypt and Turkey.

HAVE recently spent a couple of months in Egypt

and Turkey. In Egypt, through the kindness of Saba

Pasha, the Director- General of Posts , I was able to

learn a good deal of the working of the Post Office

system there. In Saba Pasha, who is a Syrian by race, Egypt is

fortunate in having a chief of great energy and administrative

ability. He has modelled the service, as far as possible, upon the

lines of our service at home. I do not know of any important

facility afforded at home which is not in operation in Egypt, while,

the other hand, there are services there—notably the collection

of trade charges on the delivery of parcels -- which are still wanting

here. In this latter respect, trade between England and Egypt

is handicapped seriously, and advantages exist for the French and

Germans which are withheld from us. In Egypt there is an efficient

Travelling Post Office, and letters between the North and South

circulate with rapidity and punctuality. In both Cairo and Alexandria

there are several daily deliveries. The habit of letter writing, owing

to the present confidence in the Post Office service , is increasing

rapidly in spite of the fact that but a very small proportion of the

native population can at present read or write. I may here remark

that the people get on well enough without these accomplishments ,

and , under our government, which secures equal justice for all , pass

happy enough lives. They are at all events free from the dislike of

manual work which it is thought that the general smattering of

so-called education has produced at home, where the wage-earning

class seem to imagine, because they can read a newspaper and

write , regardless of spelling, they are fitted for employment which

they regard as superior to the exercise of manual dexterity.

Post Office Savings Banks were introduced into Egypt about

a year ago and have made an excellent start. One special

arrangement had to be made which is not wanted at home. A

strict Moslem, and there are plenty of them, obeys the Koran

in refusing to take or receive interest on money, and will not put

money in the Post Office Savings Bank without its being written

in his deposit book that no interest is to be credited to him . Now

and again this condition has been overlooked and has caused



252 NOTES ON EGYPT AND TURKEY.

great anger on the part of the depositor. Receiving of interest

on money is equally forbidden in the Bible as in the Koran, but

fortunately for us , owing, I suppose , to what John Morley described

in Mr. Gladstone as the “flexibility of adaptation," as regards

the Scriptures , the positive direction as regards interest on money

has been explained away as meaning excessive interest, and

Christians nowadays take what interest they can get with safety.

Whatever difficulties the Chancellor of the Exchequer is

experiencing in the matter of savings bank interest, I fancy he is

quite free from any apprehension of wrath on the part of the

depositors were he inclined to propose a rate of interest so high

that it would entail a serious charge on the general tax -payer.

The disapproval of the payment of interest on money is so

general with the Mohammedans in Egypt that ordinary banks which

have large transactions with native landowners and merchants,

neither pay nor receive interest directly, though, of course, the

banks have to make their profit in some way or another.

With a people who cannot read or write a great part of the

letters passing through the post are written by foreigners. About

twenty times as many letters ' per head are delivered in the

United Kingdom as in Egypt. Thus in Alexandria , with a

population of about a quarter of a million , the number of letters

delivered weekly is about 16,000 , and in Cairo, with a population

of about 400,000, the number is about 24,000 . About one-third

of the whole number come from abroad.

The native folks do well enough without letters . They are

content to bask in the sunshine—and the sunshine in Egypt, unlike

the melancholy substitute for it at home, is something worth basking

in, even to the coster, who, Gilbert tells us, after discharging

certain filial duties , can but seldom indulge in the pastime he is

addicted to . A good Moslem must abstain from alcohol, and

Saba Pasha told me that , unlike at home, where drunkenness is

the most frequent cause of dismissal in the Post Office service, he

very rarely has a case of intoxication among his staff, and dismissal

on this account is almost unknown. His staff, I learn , are honest

and well behaved. Acts of dishonesty are very rare. A postman

in Cairo and Alexandria is paid £24 a year or gs . 3d . a week .

One great contrast between our people at home and the Arabi

and Fellaheen is as regards noisy pleasure. I never came across

an “’ Arry or an “ 'Arriet ” in Egypt.

In Alexandria I was greatly interested in a visit to a large
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school of about 250 boys—the sons of natives of wealth, of whom

about 100 are boarders. The masters are English, and the course

of instruction much as is given in England to boys of the same

class . The religious instruction is given by Mollahs and is, of

course , Mohammedan. The boys play all English games, including

cricket and football. I was delighted with the pluck of the school

team in a contest I witnessed, in which most of their opponents

were British soldiers. The boys never shirked a charge . They are

capital cricketers. Every boy has to learn one foreign language .

At the present time-ever since the Fashoda affair - scarcely a boy

elects to learn any other foreign language than English.

The English in Egypt were astonished with the rapid spread

of the news of the result of the French incursions in Fashoda

among the people, who, of course, can only learn news from person

to person. Up to that time the natives did not know whether

it would be the English or the French that they would have to

obey hereafter. They know well enough now and are acting

accordingly.

One refreshing circumstance in the English administration of

Egypt is the absence of the enormous amount of paper work

which seems inseparable from all old-established governments .

There is no scope for the omniscient and all wise junior in the

Treasury at Cairo to criticise an expenditure of a shilling or two a

week, nor to hamper in a thousand ways the management of a great

department of state. In Egypt , provided a department does not

exceed the total amount allotted to it , the Head is left in the main a

free -hand. If, as I daresay is the case , there are heaven born young

gentlemen in Cairo as in Parliament Street, who itch to have their

finger in every pie , however small , their desires in this direction are

curbed with a strong hand .

What a contrast is Turkey, with its corrupt and barbarous

government, to Egypt under British rule, where law and order are

as well enforced as at home !

Taking the Post Office service as an example , there is no delivery

of letters even in Constantinople, and so far as I know, there is only

one Turkish post office there. Every letter sent through the Turkish

Post Office is liable to be opened and contents regarded as obnoxious,

abstracted . The only safety for letters is to send them addressed to

one of the foreign post offices, and letters even thus sent are now

and again taken away by force by government agents, who snatch

them from the messenger fetching them from the foreign post office .
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Every telegram has to pass the censor, and telegrams sent, say from

a town less than say 50 miles from Constantinople, may be delayed

three or four days in delivery. I sent one day to the Turkish post

office for a set of Turkish postage stamps, but was on that day able

only to get stamps up to the value of one penny, owing to the fact

that the Pasha or Bey, whose duty it was to sell stamps of a higher

value , had closed his office in order that he might attend the mosque.

However, the next day I was fortunate enough to get what I needed.

Neither telephones nor electric lighting nor electric traction are

allowed in Turkey. The object in forbidding telephones is to

prevent, as far as possible, people communicating with each other

unknown to the Government. A letter between two people in

Constantinople must be sent secretly by a trustworthy messenger,

Spies abound. It is said that more than half of the inhabitants of

Constantinople act as spies on the rest. Even on the steamboat on

which I travelled from Alexandria to Constantinople, there were, I

was informed , Turkish spies, and I was warned to be careful what I

said . To get into Turkey is difficult, and once there, it is equally

difficult to leave. The streets in Constantinople are absolutely

uncared for - full of holes and filth . It is true that every house

holder has to pay a municipal tax, but the money is stolen by the

Pashas . The ordinary Turk and especially the peasant Turk is a

good fellow , brave, honest , sober and clean , and suffers as much

from bad government, if not more than the other races, for he has

to serve as a soldier, without pay.

Perhaps the only pleasure the Turk enjoys which is denied to the

is to massacre, now and again, a few thousand

Armenians when told to do so, as he was in 1896, by the leader of

the faithful.

“ Let not ambition mock their useful toil ,

Their homely joys and destinies obscure,

Nor grandeur hear with a disdainful smile

The short and simple annals of the poor.”

Those of the older Faith should remember that they have six

hundred years' start with religious persecution , and that until recent

times they ran an even race in such doings with the Moslem. For

those who enjoy the sport, Holy Russia and even Holy Austria and

Holy Germany afford promising opportunities for Jew baiting. It is

not a hundred years since we penalized Roman Catholics, and even

in this direction the Protestant League need not sorrow as men

without hope.

From what I heard on all sides, the influence of England is at the

other races,
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present time at the lowest ebb, and of all the great Powers is much

the least with the Sultan . A British subject in Turkey is the most

exposed to insult and injury of all . A tardy apology from the

Yeddis Kiosk is regarded as sufficient, and this the Turk , having

attained his object, does not a bit mind giving. The present saying

of the Turk about us is that we threaten but do not strike. The

blow of the Russian , the Turk well knows, follows like lightning. At

the present time every mail steamboat, excepting the vessels of the

one English company which conveys mails ( i.e., between Alexandria

and Constantinople) , is allowed during day -time to pass through the

Dardanelles without delay. The Sultan refuses this small

concession . Fancy the great Elcho putting up with such treatment !

Not a single Turkish ship of war is in a state to put to sea .

For a very short time a torpedo boat which the Sultan had very

recently purchased was an exception ; but (as I was told) in fear

probably that this vessel might go its own gait, a portion of the

machinery has been removed to the Yeddis Kiosk and the vessel is

as immovable as all the rest ! At Smyrna I saw two Turkish men

of war on the stocks built, but they have been in hand time out of

mind .

No one knows when another and a larger massacre than that of

1896 may be ordered-no one knows who from day to day is put

away either by poison or in the Bosphorous. No wonder that all

people in Constantinople, Turks included , suffer more or less from

the " jumps."

On my voyage home by sea , it was with some feeling of relief to

all the passengers when our vessel got clear of the Dardanelles.

May, 1902. LEWIN HILL.

S
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Our Boys.

M

ANY good laughs have been enjoyed over the mistakes

of boys at school , and much hearty humour has been

excited by their idiosyncrasies after they have entered

business life. The disciplinary régime of large

establishments is of great educational value to any youth, in

teaching duty, obedience and proper conduct , although he may

view corrective measures as oppressive acts which interfere with

his enjoyment of existence.

The adage, “ The boy is father to the man ,” is subject, like

most proverbs, to certain qualifications, and the saying, "Boys will

be boys," although in the same category, suggests with a greater

degree of truth their actual characteristic of boisterousness , their

peculiar animalism , their cuteness , callousness or carelessness ,

Fortunately, only in exceptional cases do they appear to practise

the arts, and play the parts of incarnate demons. Most of them

are commendable for their sharpness and smartness , while not a few

cultivate their better parts, nobler faculties, and are buoyed up with

ambitions , aspirations , and reasonable hopes of future greatness ,

which make them lay a wise foundation in the present .

In thus introducing telegraph messengers, and presenting some

sketchy bits from ancient documents in the archives of a provincial

office, it is not my desire to hold up their errors and foibles to

ridicule, but to help relieve the monotony of official life and deepen

interest in our boys.

Their compositions are, as a rule, in style simple , direct ,

unlaboured. A lad generally states his case without bothering

about clearness , arrangement or expression. Like a born genius he

can afford to dispense with such trifles as punctuation , orthography,

or syntax, with the result that ambiguity or incongruity creeps

into his statements . Technically he may be all right and

despise scholastic ‘methods, but his impressionism is liable to

misinterpretation . From the time a boy essays to come within

the departmental fold he answers the official preliminary papers

in free and easy fashion , such as, “ Are you free from any bodily

injury or defect ? " Yes, I am in fine condition .” “ When were

you last vaccinated ? " 6. On the arm . ”

>>
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He gets his uniform and writes, “ My great coat is far too small

for me, and is far too tight across my shoulders, it is in good

condition that is the only complaint.” Or later, “ I refused to take

my new uniform as it was raining very heavily. I have a very bad

cold and very bad kidneys, and I couldn't get them under my

coat."

He is absent from drill and excuses himself : “ One of the car

horses fell into one of the trenches. I am sorry for this offence. ”

Another gives an instance of the power of music : “ When I go up

for drill it makes me dizzy whenever the band begins to play. ”

He wears his cap to one side and explains , “ I have a lump on

my forehead and every time I put it straight it falls back again ."

One exceeds his relief allowance and apologises : “ I had to wait

ten minutes on an egg,” omitting to say whether the hen or the

heating apparatus was at fault. Another says, “ If you knew what

it is to take half -an -hour to eat half a slice of bread, you would

know what it was to have a gumboil.”

Cases of excessive time to deliver telegrams , and messengers

walking together, figure most frequently

“ I was watching an accident and had no idea what time it was,

but I will watch that I stand and talk at no other accidents."

“ As I have been in the habit of going slowly with my messages,

I will promise to go quicker."

“ I had to wait for an answer, and as I was coming home I

slipped and fell and it took 15 minutes to remove the mud."

“ A lot of boys began to call .G.P.O . , good penny oranges , ' and

when I told them to stop, they began to hunt me."

“ I'm very sorry for this, but I had to speak to 35 to make him

hurry .”

“ I went quick enough I could'nt fly.”

" I had a very sore stomach , and when I was coming down stair I

slipped on a peace of melon skin and hurted my leg. "

“ I have no excuse for this offence, but if possible will be more

careful in future."

“ I am verry sorrow, but I will be more carefull in the future

to come.”

I have sore knees when I come on Duty until about 5 p.m.”

“ I am sorry and will not allow it to permit again on any

account.”

“ I had a sore neck and I could not walk , " as if he walked on

his neck .

>>
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“ I had a sore head all night and I had two or three times to rest

on the road ,” — and yet he was a day messenger.

Cases of disorderly conduct are conspicuous. The culprit does

not always take the philosophical Shakespearian view as to the uses

of adversity ; in other words, censure or punishment to him runs like

water off a duck's back, with the consequence that he is always

ready for the fray. For wrestling we have : “ This is faulse as we

were not wrestling, because I told him he could not lay me on my

back and he tried it, but we were not a minute about it . "

A joint attack : “ I have never ill-treated 54. We have had

many a friendly struggle together, but I have never disfigured his

face in any manner. I may add that he is as big as me.” His ally

stated , “ I have never had to strike 54 since I came to the office. ”

Another case : “ I was taking ink offmyface when 41 Fermented

me with a Bagg and threw my cap at me. ' 41 answered , “ He was

tring to throw water on me, and I took up a bagg to defend

myself."

Poetic specimens are as rare as the romantic, but here is one :

“ He spilt some tea on my tunic

And I went to get mycan ,

I found some tea inside it

And threw it on him for fun .”

Of examples which reveal the soul of wit in brevity or humour we

have abundance of material .

Making a noise : “ While I was sitting in the office a pretty girl

came in , and all the boys and myself were laughing at something,

and the clerk thought we were laughing at the girl.” Again : “ We

were all whistling in the room at the time, but we made no noise.”

“ Are there any harm in crying to 64, ‘ Is your father a fireman ? '”

His seconder added , “ Are their any harm in laughing at it ? ”

Here we have other instances of special pleading. Charged with

playing football : “ I am very sorry and will not be caught at it in

future. ”

Standing reading bills : " I had a pain in my leg which came on

me all of a sudden, but I am sorry for this offence. "

Blowing smoke in at the Telegraph window : “ It was my breath I

blew threw the window. I am not in the habit of smoking.”

“ I beg to apply for a holiday to attend my grandfather's funeral.

He died of semile decay.”

Swearing, fortunately, is scarce : “ He was telling me a story, and

I called him a liar, only I used stronger language.”
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Discrepancy in numbering : “ I do not remember making this

number, but the machine would probably miss. If I had intended

to make a number but did not it would register a number, and then

when I did number a message the number registered would be the

one after the one missed. I cannot account for it in any other way.”

It is pleasant to reflect that the experiences of some boys in the

Service have been so appreciated that they desire to re-enter the

Post Office after being knocked about in the outer world—to return

to old humble familiar haunts after tasting the pleasures of high

life : " I write this few lines if you need any telegraph messengers

just now, as I was a telegraph messenger before, and I left because

I took a pleasure in the Page boy. So I don't like the Page boy

now, and I would to be a telegraph messenger again very much."

My opinion of our boys is that they are as good workers , and as

intelligent and promising as commercial message boys, or the more

conceited ordinary office boys. With all their faults we have much

sympathy with them, and wish them well . P.M.
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DEATH TO THE

CHEAP THAT'S
WEARS

NO HAIR

HOULD a bald-headed man, by any chance, cast his eye

on the above title , let me hasten to assure him that

nothing personal or discourteous is intended . These

words which sound so bloodthirsty, are nothing but an

aspiration for a successful fishing— " the head that wears no hair

being the blameless one of the fish . Sir Walter Scott, in The Pirate,

mentions the sentence as having been given as a os sentiment ” by

the old Udaller at his hospitable board ; and even in the present day,

it is a toast not unknown at festivities in Lerwick, and throughout

the Shetland Islands .

Lerwick is the capital , and the largest town in the islands. Out of

the very sea it seems to rise. Some of the grey houses in the older

part of the town stand, not at the water's edge, but with their

foundations on the bed of the ocean. The waves wash the outer

walls , buffeting them in storm , laving them gently in calm. And at

low tide is revealed the drapery of sea- weed, green and brown , with

which the sea has adorned the sturdy stones that withstand its force.

From the windows of such a house it is possible to fish for

“ sillacks ” without the trouble of leaving one's sitting room . And

these doors which open on to the sea , generally with a boat moored

to the steps, were, it is whispered , of great convenience in former

days, when smuggling was in fashion . But “ the old order changeth .”

Along the sea - front to the north, an esplanade – broad, very practical ,

extremely useful — has interposed itself between the sea and the

houses. It is quite possible that , some day, the esplanade may

continue its course, and then the quaintest part of Lerwick will have

disappeared .

The one street of any importance, though the town is spreading

fast, is winding and irregular , following the curve of the sea-shore .
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The houses are as though shaken out of a pepper pot, and stand at

any angle that seemed good in the eyes of the builder. Very often

a gable end is projected into the street, and the front door is hidden

coyly down an alley by the side. Here a house pushes itself boldly

forward, narrowing the street by several feet ; there another, more

retiring, has edged itself into a corner and fairly turned its back on

the thoroughfare, for greater exclusiveness.

Down the street may come the bellman , who, as far as advertise

ments are concerned, takes the place of the morning paper. His

most common pronouncement is : “ A fine lot of park -fed sheep and

lambs at the Market Green to be sold at three o'clock .” So far his

official utterance . But a bystander may perchance approach him

between the rings of his bell and demand his opinion in his private

capacity , which opinion I have heard delivered shortly and decisively :

" I widna gie a tippence for wan o ' them !”

In the summer, Lerwick and the islands waken into activity with

the beginning of the herring fishing season . In addition to over

800 Shetland boats come craft from the East coast of Scotland, from

Stornoway, from the North of Ireland and the Isle of Man, forming

altogether a fleet of from 1,300 to 1,500 boats , each with its crew of

7 men . Last year, it is reported, during the four months the herring

fishing lasted-June to September—the sum of nearly £300,000

was made in the Shetland Islands.

The boats present a beautiful picture as they leave or enter

Lerwick harbour, racing along in a stiff breeze, the " swish " as they

cut through the 'water exhilarating even to the spectator on the

shore ; or lying almost motionless in a calm , their huge sails reflected

in the glassy sea in all the varied and wonderful shades of brown

and ochre, tan and copper-red , that gladden the heart of an artist.

But the calm is far from beautiful in the eyes of the fishermen . For

it means that they are unable to reach the fishing grounds for many

hours, or that they cannot get home in time to sell their catch .

Often a boat's entire haul has had to be thrown over-board. There

fore the advent of the steam fishing boat, of which there are now a

few , is eminently desirable ; though it is a trifle disconcerting, and

not to be admired from the point of view of beauty, suddenly to

descry among the crowd of listless idle boats with heavily -hanging

sails , one that comes fussing noisily along, to all appearance under

bare poles, until one observes an unobtrusive funnel and a trail of

black smoke. Very often she tows two or three of her helpless

sisters behind her.
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Trawlers are looked upon with disfavour. There is a feeling that

they scarcely play the game, as a sportsman might regard with

contempt the performances of a man who fished for trout with a

worm instead of a fly. Nothing affords a Shetland fisherman

greater satisfaction than to learn that a trawler has been captured

fishing within the three-mile limit, and , as a result , heavily fined.

One or two exciting and plucky captures have been made of late

years by His Majesty's gunboats and revenue cutters.

Many women are employed at the various fishing stations as

" gippers " or " gutters," their duties being to clean the herring and

pack them in barrels for transport. Large numbers of these women

לכ

Boats entering

Leiwick harbour

are imported from Scotland for the season, but many Shetlanders

also join in the industry. Twenty years ago it was difficult to

persuade a Shetland woman to become a gipper. In these days it

is difficult to persuade her to refrain . A domestic servant is

scarcely to be had for love or money during the fishing season . In

the winter months she does not mind taking a “ place ” for the sake

of board and lodging, until the fishing begins, when her unfortunate

mistress well knows that she will be “ off to the gipping." And the

neat and pretty maid in her black gown, her white apron and

becoming cap, is transformed into a being with unkempt hair,

wearing an oilskin petticoat thickly covered with herring scales ; her

complexion is weather beaten, her fingers are tied up with rags

where she has inflicted cuts on herself instead of on the herring .

But the wages are high though the work is hard , the life seems to be

hilarious, and the attractions of the " coopers ” are great, if one may
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judge by the persiflage, not conspicuously airy, which is flung from

group to group in a fishing station .

As well as the fleet of British boats, there come to the Shetland

Islands, about the middle of June , Dutch fishing vessels to the

number of 300 or so. These Dutch boats carry, on an average, a

crew of about 14 men each . They bring with them their own

barrels, salt, and all material for curing the herring, which they

either carry back to Holland themselves, or despatch by their own

steamers . The fleet consists of “ luggers ” and “ booms" ; the

lugger a smart smack, the boom an unwieldy boat almost as broad

A Dutch boom .

as she is long, but very beautiful in her fantastic colouring and

quaint shape . Need it be said that the lugger now largely

predominates among the Dutch boats , and the boom is fast dying

out. So rarely are beauty and utility allied . No more delightful

sight, I am sure, could meet the eye of the traveller, than the sight

that met mine on one occasion on my way to Lerwick . In the early

hours of a June morning-when , indeed, there is no night- I went

on deck , and lying in the direct rays of the sun were two Dutch

booms, the faint, clear light warming as it rested on their many
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tinted sails with varied patches of red and yellow, their hulls of

almost pre-historic outline , and the gaily coloured blue and red

figures on the deck, that waved us a cordial greeting as we sped

past their well-nigh stationary craft. In the sombre tones of these

islands it is rarely that such a feast of colour is to be found.

Johnsmas, which is the day of St. John the Baptist, on June 24th ,

is a holiday with the Dutch fishermen . On that day no fishing is

done, and almost the entire fleet is anchored in Lerwick Harbour.

They have a friendly fashion of anchoring side by side, the ships

lashed to one another, so that inter-communication may be easy.

If the harbour-master permitted it , their lines might stretch nearly

from shore to shore of the bay.

The men who come ashore , and patrol the streets of Lerwick , are

invariably orderly and well - behaved. Most of them are tidily

dressed , and clean ; some of them are unspeakably the reverse ; but

all are picturesque, whether in ordinary jersey and trousers, in wide

blue breeches and wooden clogs, or, occasionally, in a petticoat

of canvas in lieu of the breeches . But whatever the garment they

favour, trousers , breeches , or petticoat, the pockets appear to be

of immense capacity, and their hands are seldom withdrawn from

them . Only two temptations are successful. If a youth of the town

approaches a " fader " diplomatically, in a quiet place , the eye of

no revenue officer being upon them, cigars of an incredible badness

and cheapness may be produced from these pockets in exchange for

coin of the realm . “ Oh, call it not ” smuggling ! Or the hands

may be in evidence to encircle huge tins of the strongest peppermint

lozenges, a dainty no Dutchman can resist, and one which Lerwick

shopkeepers stock in great quantities for their benefit. Why a

Dutchman should desire to introduce so much peppermint into his

system is a mystery I have never been able to fathom .

The Dutchmen bring their own minister, their “ Dominie,” to

attend to their spiritual necessities during the fishing season . The

parish church is lent to them , and there they hold their service .

The sight is worth seeing, and the sound is worth hearing when

these men are at their devotions . The body of the church is filled

with them, a few spectators being allowed in the gallery. The

fishermen are in their sea -going clothes , for they have brought no

others, but on Sundays all are clean and well brushed up . The

face of every man is turned attentively on the figure of the Dominie

in the pulpit ; not an eye wanders, though the sermon is long, very

long. Indeed, the service seems to consist almost entirely of
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sermon, interpolated with singing, which is unassisted by the organ ,

and is given forth , a volume of sound , by the men seated . To one

unversed in music it seems a curious wailing chant , without melody ,

in which the end always appears to come unexpectedly, a mere

cessation of sound, as though it did not even terminate on the

key-note . But it is very impressive , even very solemn , to hear all

these deep voices rising and falling in unison , to see all these serious

eyes uplifted to the Dominie, with intelligence and understanding

on every face. One wonders what he is saying to them in that

unknown tongue. Is he wrestling with an abstruse problem in

theology, or is he merely helping them , with sensible advice, to

steer a straight course through life ?

Lerwick

from the south .

Memories of Shetland are not lightly shaken off by one who has

lived in the islands many years. Of a winter night, when the wind

wails in my chimney in my London rooms — from east or west, from

orth or south , I cannot tell ; for the wind does not blow fair in

London : it merely rushes round every street corner—but when I

hear its moans my thoughts fly to Shetland . I wonder how they

are faring, my friends in the far north . I wonder if the mail

steamer is making her way in safety, I hope that no fisherman is

in danger on the sea .
But to-day it is summer. There

on my table is a bowl of roses from a Shetland greenhouse. And

to -night the Scotch expresss will carry me, all night long, through

England , through Scotland , to Aberdeen . Then a day and a night

on the sea , and I shall see Lerwick once more.

J. T. MITCHELL:
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The Transmission of News. //

The great

N 1837 , Cooke and Wheatstone, following in the foot

steps of many famous electrical inventors and experi

menters who secured but little actual success , proved

that telegraphic signalling was practicable and

controllable between stations many miles apart .

The first important public test of the Cooke and Wheatstone

system was made on July 25th , 1837 , upon the London and North

Western Railway (or, as it was then called, the London and

Birmingham Railway) between Euston and Camden.

railway engineers of the time—Stephenson, Brunel, and others

recognising the vast importance of the system as an adjunct to

railway working, fostered it by every means in their power, and by

1850 pioneer telegraph lines had been laid down along the London

and North-Western , Great Western , and London and South-Western

Railways. The last-named formed the route for a four -wire line to

Portsmouth , jointly owned by the company and the Admiralty. In

1846 the Electric Telegraph Company was incorporated to erect and

work lines to carry public messages. The growth of the system was.

slow at first, and the conviction of its value as a means of transmitting

news was not rapidly impressed upon the minds of the responsible

heads of the newspaper press. The telegraph lines were not

numerous, and the instruments were cumbrous and slow working.

The ocean bed had still to be proven a secure resting place for the

submarine cable, and communication with the Continent and other

places oversea had still to be conducted in the old way. The first

successful cable was laid across the Straits of Dover in 1851-nearly

fifty -one years ago . The Times of January ist , 1851 , contains only

one short despatch , extending to about one-eighth of a column,

headed " By Electric Telegraph.” It was dated Paris , December

31st, 1850, and must have crossed the Channel by boat . To contrast

this result with present- day practice will be of interest . In the

Times of Monday, September 16th , 1901 , is printed nine columns of

matter having reference to the assassination of the late President

McKinley - five from America and four from the Continent-three

columns of war news from South Africa, and items of news from

almost every important centre of industry and population in the
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world , and all this transmitted over the submarine cables alone. The

quantity of news in this issue passing over our British land lines,

general , political , financial, sporting, etc. , cannot be calculated from

a mere perusal of the pages, for such transmission is now too

common to warrant any special heading. This contrast brings home

to one in a striking way, not only the immense growth of the system

itself, but also the extent of the indebtedness of the newspaper press

to telegraphy.

Baron Julius de Reuter, a German by birth , but an Englishman

by adoption and naturalisation , was probably the first man to see the

immense advantage the use of the telegraphs was destined to bestow

upon newspapers , and he quickly put his conviction to a practical

test , Shortly after the opening of the Berlin -Aix la Chapelle

telegraph line in 1849 he established himself in the latter town . He

made the best use possible of the telegraph wires for the collection

of news, supplementing the telegraphic facilities by pigeon despatches ,

and a generous use of the railway services. He retailed the matter

so gathered to the newspapers who could be induced to take it . In

1851 he sold his Aix la Chapelle agency, came to London and

opened an office. The time seemed auspicious for such an enter

prise as he had in mind , for, as has already been stated , the first

successful Dover-Calais cable was laid in that year. At first,

however, the London newspaper authorities looked coldly upon his

project. It is said that the manager of the Times, after hearing his

explanations, declined his offer to supply regular telegraphic

despatches from abroad, with the remark that they knew how to

conduct their own business best. It was not until 1858 or 1859

that he was able to wear down the prejudice against his proposals .

The value of the news matter he supplied then quickly asserted

itself, and those who at first looked askance at his proposals readily

took advantage of the facilities he afforded .

Reuter collected the news through his representatives and

correspondents, and transmitted it over the lines of the various

companies owning and working the telegraphs . He supplemented

existing lines with special wires erected purely for him, in some

cases , where the existing means were inadequate to his needs . By

far the most important work of this kind was an Anglo-German

cable between Lowestoft and Norderney, laid in 1866. In 1865 he

formed his business into a limited liability company, and their cable,

with its offices, instruments , sites , etc. , formed a portion of the

system acquired by the British Government in 1870. The other
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telegraph companies appear also to have carried on as part of their

business the collection as well as the transmission of news, but not

to the same extent, or with such far -reaching ramification, as Reuter.

As in other businesses , growth brought specialisation, and the

tendency was to separate the work of collection from that of

transmission . The first English news agency formed solely for the

collection and distribution of news, entrusting its transmission to

other organisations, was the Press Association, which was established

in 1868. This association entered into a contract with Reuter to

supply their news telegrams exclusively throughout the United

Kingdom, London excepted, and inaugurated in addition a system

of collection , employing reporters and correspondents for this

purpose. They made very free use of the wires . When the State

acquired the telegraphs two years later, the two interests were clearly

divided . The news collection and distribution was left entirely to

the agencies and the newspapers themselves ; and the Post Office,

on behalf of the State, undertook its transmission over their lines.

The only exceptions to this general rule are certain undertakings of

the nature of the Exchange Telegraph Company and the Central

News Agency in London (which work under a licence from the

Postmaster-General), collecting news and transmitting it over small

areas by means of special type-writing instruments and rented wires .

AVERAGE WEEKLY PRESS WORK OF THE POST OFFICE

TELEGRAPHS, 1871-1900 .

1871 1879 1882 1885 1890 1895 1900

Number of telegrams

delivered 32,413 49,458 57,783 83,175 95,673 110,527 140,321

Number of words de

livered (estimated ) .. 3,598,380 5,887,129 6,557,045 9,980,968 11,480,751 13,263,254 16,838,522

N.B.—The figures given are the lind part of the totals for the year in each case .

There are at present over twenty of these collecting and distributing

agencies in London alone, and among them Reuter's Telegram

Company and the Press Association still hold leading places. Others

of greater or less importance are the Central News, the Associated

Press, Dalziel's and Laffan's Agencies, and others dealing with special

sections of news, as Colonial , athletic and sporting , Stock Exchange,

etc. All these agencies rely practically entirely upon the Post Office

for the outgoing transmission of their collected news matter to the

provinces, and many of them, to a great extent , for the incoming

transmission from their various provincial correspondents. A great
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bulk of matter is also entrusted to the Post Office telegraph depart

ment by the various newspapers and their accredited representatives

without the intervention of the agencies . An idea of the extent

and growth of the work can best be conveyed by the above table ,

which shows the average press work done weekly at intervals from

the year after the transfer of the telegraphs, 1871 to 1900, the last

completed year for which the figures are obtainable.
This is not so

much a statistical as a descriptive article, but it may be of interest

to note that the mass of matter signalled in 1900 is equivalent to the

combined utterances of fourteen or fifteen public speakers of average

rate, speaking continuously night and day.

The whole machinery of the postal telegraphic system outside its

private rented lines is put under requisition to a greater or less extent

for the disposal of the news entrusted to it for transmission. There

is not an office or an instrument, a wire or an operator, that may not

at some time or other be called upon to deal with a part . But the

greater proportion is , of course , concentrated upon the wires

connecting the important centres of population with the metropolis

as the great collecting and distributing centre . The demands of the

service are very pressing, and have proved some of the most exacting

incentives of the engineering officers of the department to secure

improvements in the stability and carrying capacity of the lines, and

in the perfecting of the electrical and mechanical details of the

apparatus ; while the operating staff on the important news lines is

composed of the smartest and best of the telegraphists in the service.

The telegraph engineer's work was, at a time not far remote,

described a superior kind of bellhanger's or clothes - line

constructor's job. The department's overhead and underground

lines to -day are a standing refutation of that sneering description .

The increased conductivity, combined with strength of the iron

and copper conducting wires , are in no small degree due to

the requirements of the Post Office as set out in its specifications.

· The strength of the poles and arms , the proper tension for

wires of different materials, sizes , and for spans of varying

lengths , proper protection from lightning, and the extra stresses

set up by frost, snow, and wind, together with a multitude of other

incidental details , have engaged the attention of the staff. Tests

and experiments have been innumerable, and the existing lines,

running through the length and breadth of the land , are the result

of the cumulative experience and thought, failures and successes of

the Post Office engineers .

as
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In one important respect the lines have been improved largely as

the direct result of the press service demands, that is in the matter

of their carrying capacity. The iron conducting wires were of too

high a resistance, and this , coupled with their excessive electro

magnetic inertia, prevented their use for the high speed of signalling

needed for properly dealing with the work . Copper wires have

consequently taken the place of iron in all the important trunk and

news lines.

But probably the most important advance made during the thirty

two years the telegraphs have been under the control of the State is

in the matter of the apparatus used. The instruments acquired

from the companies were of a fearful diversity of form and detail,

and also in the manner of their manipulation. There was the

needle system of Wheatstone and Cooke appealing to the eye , the

code printing systems of Bain and Morse, the magnetic system of

Henley, and the Bell system of Bright, adopted by the various

companies, and competing with each other. Wheatstone's ABC

system was in use at many of the smaller offices where a slow speed

of working was sufficient for practical needs , and the work did not

justify the comparatively high rate of pay commanded by the skilled

operator. Wheatstone's beautiful automatic system was at this time

only just emerging from its experimental stage . With the exception

of Henley's magnetic system all these types remain to the present

time, but they no longer compete with each other, Each is relegated

to its proper sphere, where experience shows it to be somewhat

more suitable than its neighbours . But, taking the system as a

whole, the predominant forms of apparatus in use to-day are the

simple sounder for hand-worked circuits, and the Wheatstone

automatic for use when the bulk of the matter to be dealt with is too

great to be disposed of at hand-keying speed.

The tiring effect of hand-key working at high speeds for long

periods was quickly found to be detrimental to the clerks, both

physically and mentally ; and the result was loss of clearness and

legibility in sending. Further, the impossibility of promptly

transmitting any great bulk of work from one point to another by

hand-working, owing to the limited number of wires available , was

demonstrated . Early efforts were therefore made to find some

mechanical contrivance to replace the hand-worked key, and at the

same time to secure increased speed of transmission . Bain in 1846

first proposed this. He punched broad dashes and dots in a paper

ribbon , which , after treatment , was passed through his transmitting

T
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apparatus in such a way that the circuit was closed and opened for

longer or shorter periods according to the lengths of the punched

or unpunched sections of the slip passing in order beneath the stylus

of the instrument. In the receiving instrument , these electrical

changes were reproduced by chemical means on a second slip of

paper. On experimental lines this system exhibited a very high rate

of speed, as many as four hundred commercial messages an hour

being dealt with . But in actual working it failed, owing probably to

the peculiar characteristics of, and disturbances in , long telegraph

wires, then unknown or misunderstood , but since discovered and

overcome after long years of patient thought and experiment.

The Wheatstone system of automatic telegraphy is, as its title

indicates, based on a suggestion of the late Sir Charles Wheatstone.

Discarding Bain's method of punching, which was directly inspired

by the action of the hand-worked key, he is supposed to have derived

the fundamental ideas for his perforator and transmitter from the

mechanism of the Jacquard weaving loom . The apparatus consists

of three parts—the perforator, the transmitter, and the receiver.

The development of the Wheatstone automatic is, like the

substitution of copper for iron wire in the lines, in no small measure

due to the increase and concentration of press work . The rate of

speed , which in 1870 was about eighty words per minute (or just

double the speed of a hand -key worked circuit) , has been gradually

increased until to-day as many as 450 words per minute can readily

be disposed of, while experimentally a speed of 600 words per

minute has been reached .

All Wheatstone circuits are fitted with auxiliary hand-worked

apparatus , and switches to enable the operators to communicate

the necessary signals for controlling the automatic work, to ask for

repetitions , advise completion , &c. , &c. The system can be worked

duplex, or as one arm on a quadruplex circuit, but at a reduced

speed compared with simplex working.

Wheatstone automatic working is not used alone for

purposes, but the rapidity with which it disposes of great quantities

of matter, and the readiness with which the perforated slip is

multiplied and used over and over again , render it par excellence

the system for transmitting news .

It will not, of course , be assumed that the telegraphic transmission

of news is confined to automatic apparatus and the circuit of which

it forms part. There is not an instrument, however simple, or a

circuit, however remote (with the exception of the private or rented

news



THE TRANSMISSION OF NEWS. 273

wires) , that is not available under defined conditions for news

transmission . The conditions under which they may be so used

are , in the interests of the general public, closely defined . The

sixpenny private telegram takes precedence, and care is exercised to

the end that it shall not suffer undue delay. Twenty -four hours '

previous notice is required of all press messages of a greater length

than 200 words. This notice is to be given to the Secretary ,

G.P.O. , London, and must state the name of the forwarding office,

the time of handing in , the length , and the address to which it is

to be sent. If such notice is not given the message can be refused

at the option of the postmaster, if he has reason to suppose that the

ordinary traffic will suffer by its acceptance. There are exceptions

to this rule. In the case of the central office in London, the

Fleet Street and Strand offices, and the House of Commons, the

regulation is that messages of a thousand words and under are

accepted without notice .

The principal conditions imposed by the Legislature to prevent

fraudulent use of the press message service are briefly as follows :

The messages must be addressed to public newspapers or

institutions, such as clubs, &c . , entitled to receive them, and at the

addresses registered at the General Post Office. They must not be

addressed to individuals, and the matter must be intended for

immediate publication. They must not be exhibited at newspaper

offices for public inspection. Among the definitions of matter

which a press message may not contain are : Letters to the editor,

advertisements, ordinary notices of births and deaths, election

addresses, anything written in cypher or in a foreign language,

anything for the publication of which a money payment is usually

made.

The plant under the control of the telegraph department for the

transmission of news, and the methods used , now demand attention .

Leaving out of consideration the chance press messages at un

important offices, which are dealt with by the ordinary means

available for the public service, the news work demands ( 1 ) a large

permanent equipment of lines over the routes along which press

messages regularly flow , and of apparatus at the offices connected

therewith , and ( 2 ) temporary means of dealing with messages

originating at political gatherings, race meetings, etc. , all over the

country . For the ake of distinction , ( 1 ) can be described as the

permanent arrangement for news, and ( 2) the special arrangement

for news.
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Predominant among the permanent arrangements for news are the

forwarding circuits operated from the central telegraph office at

St. - Martin's - le-Grand, fourteen in all . Each is equipped with

Wheatstone automatic apparatus, and most of them are open day

and night. The following are the most important :

( 1 ) Birmingham, Manchester, and Liverpool .

( 2 ) Nottingham, Sheffield , Leeds, and Bradford.

(3 ) Bristol, Cardiff, Exeter, and Plymouth.

(4 ) Newcastle, Edinburgh, Glasgow, Dundee, and Aberdeen .

(5 ) Dublin , Belfast, and Cork .

(6 ) Northampton, Leicester, and Derby.

( 7 ) Brighton .

1

Nos. 1 , 2 , and 4 are duplicated. This is the normal working

condition. The other circuits can be duplicated at will . Frequently

a third channel has to be made up after 6 p.m. , and during the

Parliamentary session a fourth is sometimes needed to some centres.

The apparatus connected to these permanent news wires at the

London end are concentrated in the news division of the instrument

galleries, and here are to be found the main battery of perforators.

Normally in this division only " forwarded ” work is dealt with. It

is punched as received from the news agencies, as many as eighty

clerks , or even more, being occupied simultaneously during very

busy periods upon this work alone. The punched slip is then run

through the transmitters, and the news sent to its several destina

tions , there to be written up and delivered to the provincial

newspapers for which it is intended . The news division is situated

on the south-western corner of the main gallery, on the third floor

of the General Post Office, West . In the corresponding position

on the other side of the gallery, or in the south -eastern corner,

overlooking St. Martin's-le-Grand, is the “ received news

“ racing ” division . In this division the received news messages

are dealt with , and as its second title indicates, a large proportion

of this class of news originates at the great sporting head-quarters,

Newmarket, Epsom, Doncaster, &c . There is still a third class of

press messages coming into the central office, of great bulk and

importance, which are intended for other destinations , and these

are known as 66 transmitted messages. The forwarding offices are

not in a position to deal directly with more than a small proportion

of the offices to which their messages have to be sent, and these

messages have ordinarily to be taken off, written down , or

or
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repunched at intermediate centres, and sent forward to their destina

tions . Perhaps en route they have again and yet again to undergo

this process of transmission . A number of the more important

circuits in the “ received news division are fitted with repeaters,

and are worked on the YQ, or branched system . The receiving

instrument is fitted in one branch or arm of the circuit, and all the

matter passing over the circuit is automatically repeated or trans

mitted on another arm to other offices simultaneously. In this way

racing intelligence, originating at, say, Newmarket, is received at

the central station , and at the same time passed forward automatically

to Brighton, Birmingham , Southampton, or Plymouth . By this

means a very large amount of clerical labour is saved . The clerks

in charge of the circuits know from the code instructions and

addresses how much of the total quantity of matter is intended for

them, and disregard the rest .

The racing press messages are not, as a general rule, very long

ones, and the greater portion of the work comes during the after

noon , while the races are in progress, and afterwards. It is usually

run through in sections, from two thousand to three thousand words

at a time, occupying ten minutes or less, and this facilitates its

writing up and disposal . But when important political press

messages, sent from the provinces for the Metropolitan newspapers,

are being telegraphed, should the occasion be one of especial

interest , the amount of matter handed in cannot be dealt with so

conveniently as is the case with ordinary racing news . The trans

mitters are fed for an hour or more practically continuously. There

may be two or even three verbatim reports of the same speech ,

besides condensed versions or “ column " reports. Each claims

individual attention . The result is, at the receiving instrument

perhaps a mile of Morse slip , containing twenty-six thousand words ,

to be transcribed , and much of it manifolded in transcription , up to

four, six, or even more copies. The clerk in charge of the receiver

has the assistance of fifteen or twenty writing clerks. He passes

to each in turn a definite length of slip . When the last man is

reached , the first will have finished his transcription , and is ready

for another length ; and so the work proceeds until the whole is

completed . By this time the earlier sections of the batch will have

reached their several destinations, by pneumatic tube or messenger,

according to circumstances. In this way, combined with the

co-operation of the newspaper representatives at both ends, a speech

delivered at Inverness or Cork may be partially set up in type in

London before the speaker has reached his peroration .
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66 news or

Press messages are also, as a matter of course, dealt with in the

other divisions of the Central Telegraph Office. These divisions

are arranged geographically, and are known as Metropolitan ,

Eastern , &c. There is no instrument in the whole of the great

establishment that is not, at some time or other, called upon to

contribute its quota to the work . A number of the more important

circuits are fitted with Wheatstone apparatus — both transmitters

and receivers — largely with the view to the disposal of news.

Such apparatus is, as a rule, worked at moderate speeds up to

about 150 words a minute. If the forwarded or received and

transmitted work on any of these circuits reaches proportions which

demand a higher speed of working, the circuit is transferred to the

" received news division , as the case may be, by means

of connections easily made at the test boards to which the line,

instrument , and battery wires are brought .

Such, then , is in brief the method adopted for the disposal of

press messages or news work at the Central Telegraph Office - at

once the heart and brain of the system . The volume of the work

dealt with is very great. During the Parliamentary Session the

forwarded work alone frequently reaches to five hundred thousand

words in a single night . On April 8th, 1886 , when Mr. Gladstone

introduced his Home Rule Bill to the Commons, it is estimated that

over one million words were sent out-a bulk equivalent to perhaps

1,200 pages of this magazine. This has not been equalled before

or since.

At the large provincial offices the same general principles are

followed . These offices in turn become distributing and collecting

centres for news in their districts , and all the operations of forwarding,

transmitting, and receiving news are performed under practically the

same conditions as at the Central Telegraph Office. At times the

bulk of press messages dealt with by these local systems is very

great . It largely consists of racing, football, and cricket news .

E. in C.O. John W. CURRA .

( To be continued . )

T



ne,

of

at

k

Le

d .

е

at

S



U

N
E
W
G
A
T
E

.

[ To face page 277.



277

Newgate.
w

T is often and truly observed that one by one the old

landmarks of London are disappearing, and one of the

next to go is Newgate Prison . That large mass of

blackened granite which stretches in grim majesty from

Newgate Street to the Central Criminal Court, and which might

have withstood for centuries the withering and decaying influence of

a London atmosphere, is now to be taken down to give place to the

new Central Criminal Law Courts .

Ere the effacing hand of man effects this change, perhaps a short

account of the prison may not be unacceptable to the readers of the

St. Martin's -le -Grand Magazine which itself finds its home in the

Old Bailey.

Like the other City gaols, Newgate was founded in connection

with one of the City gates, of which it formed a part, and was built in

the reign of Stephen or Henry I. Probably between 1108 and 1128,

and as early as 1218, Henry III . appears to have written to the

Sheriffs of London to have the gaol put in " proper repair. ”

Old Newgate was rebuilt in 1418 by the executors of Sir Richard

Whittington, the famous Lord Mayor, who is inseparably

associated with his no less famous cat. It had been a place of

confinement for State prisoners even before the Tower was used for

that purpose . Its records are full of interesting though sad details ,

and a curious light is thrown on the high-handed proceedings of

former days by the fact that in 1241 rich Jews were ordered to pay

22,000 marks or be kept " perpetual prisoners in Newgate or other

gaols .”

The old prison was destroyed by fire in the Gordon Riots of 1780 .

A graphic and full account of the attack on it is given in the Old

Bailey Sessions' papers of that year, and no doubt this was the source

from which Charles Dickens gathered the details so vividly and

picturesquely set forth in Barnaby Rudge.

Mr. Ackerman was then Governor, and his house, as the most

vulnerable point, was the first object of attack by the rioters, and

when set on fire, access was obtained through it to the roofs of the

cells behind . The latter were broken into, and the prisoners set

free, many of them in their chains parading the streets. As is well

known, several of the leaders of the mob were brought to trial ,
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convicted , and executed . At the period of these riots the existing

building was in course of construction under the direction of

George Dance, the architect of the Mansion House, and was

completed in 1783 when the executions at Tyburn Tree were

discontinued .

The first public execution in front of Newgate took place on 9th

December of that year , and the last in 1868 , when executions in

public were abolished throughout the country.

In 1744, Silas Todd was the first who laboured in Newgate for the

improvement in the condition of prisoners and their moral

advancement, followed thirty years later by John Howard, the

well-known philanthropist , and by Elizabeth Fry, who worked with

equal zeal for the amelioration and uplifting of her own sex.

Since 1877 , Newgate is only used for the detention of persons

committed for trial at the Central Criminal Court, and for those lying

under sentence of death . Under the new regime, therefore, the

prisoners are few in number, and there is no resident Governor, the

gaol being under the supervision of the Governor of Holloway

Prison with a chief warder as his principal executive officer. The

present chief warder is Mr. Scott, and those visitors furnished with an

order or permit from the Home Office find in him a courteous and

intelligent cicerone.

Broadly speaking , the front of the prison , facing the Old Bailey ,

consists of the late Governor's house, the chapel kitchen , warders '

offices, and the rooms in which untried prisoners are allowed under

restrictions to see their counsel and friends.

The engraving of the exterior of the prison includes the late

Governor's house , and the small door through which criminals

condemned to death had to pass before ascending the fatal black

painted gallows outside, from which they took their first and last look

on the vast surging crowd assembled to see them die.

The upper part of the north -west wing allotted to male prisoners is

also shown . The cells within are ranged round the sides of four iron

galleries open their entire length from basement to roof, the effect

being to give a person standing on the ground floor an uninterrupted

view of the cell doors throughout the building.

The condemned cell is in the basement or ground floor of this

wing. It differs from the other cells only in being larger and better

lit , and here the condemned has to remain, guarded by two warders

night and day, until led forth to meet his doom.

In their company he is , of course, allowed to take exercise in the
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yard into which the windows of his cell look . Below the basement

the prison stores are kept, and there is here also the dark punishment

cell for refractory prisoners ; of late years , however, the use of this

cell has been prohibited.

In the corridor from the principal entrance of the gaol to the

chapel is a press in which are stored what may be termed the relics

or curios of the prison , consisting of the plaster casts of criminals

executed , and the enormously heavy leg irons made for Jack Shepperd

on his re-comittal after his first escape from old Newgate. For the

last thirty - five years the practice of taking these casts has been

discontinued .

The chapel is a large and lofty room on the first floor, well lit and

ventilated. A high pulpit faces the altar, and on either side, behind

spiked railings, are benches for the male prisoners . Formerly there

was a railed -off seat for a criminal under sentence of death , where he

had to sit in solitary wretchedness, the " observed of all observers,"

but from humane considerations this seat has been removed and the

condemned is not now separated from his fellow prisoners.

A gallery on one side of the chapel is reserved for women

prisoners. In front of them are screens obliquely placed so that

they can only see and be seen by the occupant of the pulpit-an

arrangement not conducive to feminine love for display, but well

calculated to preserve the serenity of the men on the opposite side

of the chapel.

In the corridor from the chapel to the central yard , a door opens

into a pleasant and cheerful looking little room gaily panelled in

light painted wood with a glass roof through which the sun brightly

shines at mid-day. It is the death chamber. Glance upward ! A

heavy beam with four dependent and significant iron rings stretches

across the ceiling, while beneath, at the touch of a lever, the floor

falls in two portions disclosing a deep pit over which the criminal

remains suspended long after life is extinct.

Four persons can be executed at one time, but hitherto the

maximum number has not exceeded three.

From 1752 the bodies of criminals executed were handed over to

the College of Surgeons for dissection , but the Act of Parliament

under which this was done was repealed in the reign of William IV.

The bodies are now covered with quicklime, and buried within the

precincts of the gaol. In Newgate the burial place is under the

flagged and covered passage leading from the gaol to the Court

House. Thus prisoners going to and from the Court who are
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condemned to death have to walk over what will be their own graves.

Some of them may not know this, still the initials of those who

have suffered the death penalty, graven on the walls, must have a

deep and painful significance for the criminal on trial for his life.

In the passage through the back portion of the gaol , leading from

the men's to the women's cells , there is a whipping post formerly

uses for refractory prisoners, or those convicted of the crime of

garrotting. It is believed that the free use of the cat in these latter

cases has materially reduced the number of this class of offences.

Out of 118 cells in Newgate, only a very few are allotted to women.

These are situated in the eastern wing, next the Court House, with

a large exercise yard attached . Looking into this yard is the

women's condemned cell . The last unfortunate occupants of it were

Mrs. Webster, the baby farmer, and the young French woman

convicted for the murder of her child at Dalston Junction .

Going back from this period over the sad annals of crime and its

punishment during the past centuries, many curious and interesting

cases are met with , but their recital would occupy too much space
in

the pages of the St. Martin's -le -Grand Magazine, and it must suffice

to mention the names of the more noted criminals who have been

capitally convicted . These are

Jack Shepperd , Highway Robbery, 1725 .

Dr. Dodd, Forgery, 1777 .

Governor Wall, Murder, 1802. (Soldier ordered 800 lashes . )

Cato Street Conspirators, Conspiracy to Murder ( 5 executed) ,

1820.

Fauntleroy (Banker) , Forgery, 1824 .

Greenacre, Murder of Hannah Brown , 1837 .

Flowery Land Pirates (eight) , 1864.

Franz Muller, Murder of W. Briggs, 1864.

During the taking down of the present prison , in which the greater

number of these malefactors suffered, temporary cells for untried

prisoners will be erected in the yard of the Court House. The latter

small and inconvenient structure, which has been the scene of so

many famous trials, must continue to be used until the new Courts

are completed . It will then be demolished, and with it the last

remnant of the old buildings, with their sad and painful memories

clinging to them, will for ever pass away, and, “ like the baseless

fabric of a vision, leave not a wrack behind .”

C. A. MAITLAND.
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The Delhi Telegraphists' Memorial.

N The Pioneer of the 21st April last, we read that it is

not altogether creditable to Anglo- Indians that the

bravery and devotion to duty of the Delhi telegraph

signallers on the fateful 11th of May, 1857 , should

have waited 45 years for adequate recognition , and that even then

the memorial should be departmental and not public. The youths

Pilkington and Brendish could not have realised at the time the

tremendous importance of their action : they did their duty, as

.Englishmen are wont to do, and many of their fellows would no

doubt have been equally ready and resourceful had the opportunity

occurred . But the service rendered was essentially a public one,

and might well have been recognised by a memorial publicly

subscribed . However, the Telegraph Department, justly proud of

its Delhi representatives, has supplied the omission of Anglo-Indians

generally, and the memorial was opened on the 19th April with befitting

ceremony by His Excellency the Viceroy. The central figure on the

occasion was the retired signaller , Mr. Brendish , who received from

the Viceroy's hands the medal of the Royal Victorian Order, presented

to him by the King- Emperor “ as an expression of his gracious

interest and esteem . ” A happily conceived compliment was the placing

of Mr. Brendish in charge of the Delhi Telegraph Office for the

day as honorary telegraph master.

The monument consists of an obelisk of polished grey granite ,

specially obtained from Aberdeen by Messrs. Llewelyn and Co. ,

Calcutta , rising to eighteen feet above ground, and very closely

resembles the one erected in the Zoological Gardens, Calcutta, in

memory of the late Mr. L. Schwendler. The inscriptions engraved

on the four sides of the base are as follows :

Front.— “ Erected on the 19th April , 1902 , by the members ofthe

Telegraph Department to commemorate the loyal and devoted

services of the Delhi Telegraph Office staff on the eventful rith

May, 1857. On that day two young signallers, William Brendish

and J. W. Pilkington , remained on duty till ordered to leave, and by

telegraphing to Umballa, giving information of what was happening

in Delhi , rendered invaluable service to the Punjab Government.

In the words of Sir Robert Montgomery, ' the Electric Telegraph

has saved India . ' '
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Reverse.— “ The Delhi Telegraph Office staff on the 11th May,

1857 , consisted of the following : -- Charles Todd, Assistant in

charge, killed near Cable House on left bank of the River Jumna on

the morning of the above date, while endeavouring to restore

telegraphic communication with Meerut . W. Brendish , Signaller,

retired ist September, 1896. J. W. Pilkington, Signaller, voluntarily

returned to Telegraph Office from Flagstaff Tower and signalled

despatch to Commander- in -Chief containing full report of the

Mutiny. Taken prisoner after doing so, but escaped . Died

Roorkee, 24th March, 1867."

Third face.— " Delhi Telegraph Office of 1857 was situated at

2,415 yards 31 ° west of north from this spot.”

Fourth face.—“ Casualties in the Telegraph Department during .

the Mutiny : Delhi, Charles Todd ; Cawnpore, Henry Farmer, Edwin

Brierly, Thomas Couzens , Francis Scallon , Thomas Goodinge ;

Lucknow, William Ramsay, John Devere ; Indore, James Butler,

Thomas Brooke , William Avery , David Bone ; Chanda, G. H.

Gartlan , J. Hall."

The monument is erected immediately in front of the present

Delhi Telegraph Office and is some hundred feet or so to the west

of and in line with the West Gate, and attached vaulted verandah of

the old Magazine enclosure.

THE DEEDS COMMEMORATED.

Mr. R. O. Lees, Superintendent, Telegraphs, Punjab Division, and

Secretary of the Committee, addressed the assembly as follows ::

“ Your EXCELLENCIES, YOUR HONOUR, LADIES AND GENTLE

MEN ,,-I am deputed by the Committee to give you a short account

of the episode which it is desired to commemorate. On the morning

of Sunday, the 10th May, 1857 , before closing office at 8 a.m. , the

Meerut signallers informed their comrades at Delhi that the 3rd

Cavalry were being punished for refusing to handle cartridges served

out to them, and promised to give further particulars on re-opening

at 4 p.m. These particulars were, however , never received , as when

the Delhi Telegraph Office was re-opened in the afternoon all

communication with Meerut was discovered to be interrupted . On

the following morning Mr. Todd, the Assistant in charge of the

Delhi Office, finding communication still interrupted , crossed the

Jumna with the intention of proceeding along the line to restore

communication . While at the Cable House (the plinth of which is

still visible) on the Meerut road , close to the toll gate on the bridge
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of boats, he was discovered by the advance guard of the mutineers ,

and murdered and his body thrown iuto the river. From the fact of

his adopting the unusual course of proceeding himself on interruption

duty instead of sending out one of his signallers, it is probable that

he thought something serious had happened and preferred to face

the possible danger himself.

“ It is common history how these mutineers were first sighted this

same morning from the river wall of the Magazine adjoining this

spot , and the terrible events which closely followed their arrival in

Delhi . Only a few of us, however, know that two young signallers

Brendish and Pilkington - remained at their post of duty in the Delhi

Telegraph Office throughout that terrible morning, in spite of the sound

of heavy firing, and the sight of fugitives and wounded officers passing

the office who warned them of their great danger and bade them

escape while there was time. It was not until the afternoon when the

line jamadar who had accompanied Mr. Todd returned with intelli

gence of his murder , that they decided to leave the office, and, taking

Mrs. Todd and her child with them , escaped to the Flagstaff Tower,

where other fugitives had already collected . But in spite of their

critical situation, they had the presence of mind before leaving the

office to signal to Umballa the portentous information :-* The sepoys

have come in from Meerut, and are burning everything - Mr. Todd

is dead , and , we hear, several Europeans. We must shut up. This

being repeated to Lahore, Rawalpindi, Peshawar and other places

gave the authorities the first warning of the coming crisis . Later in

the afternoon, Signaller Pilkington, at the entreaty of a Staff Officer,

volunteered to return to the Telegraph Office and despatch an

official telegram from Brigadier Graves to the authorities—the only

official one sent that day. Signaller Pilkington being a cripple was

furnished with a horse by that officer, and succeeded in carrying out

his desperate mission , hearing while in the telegraph office the

explosion of the magazine. As he was leaving the office, he was

captured by the rebels, but his life was spared on account of his

deformity and he subsequently escaped . This official despatch ,

confirming as it did previous news , enabled the authorities to gauge

the gravity of the situation , and to take the necessary precautions

which are matters of history. In the words of the late Sir Robert

Montgomery (then Judicial Commissioner of the Punjab ), the

electric telegraph has saved India . ' Both signallers Pilkington and

Brendish ultimately reached Umballa . Signaller Pilkinglon received

promotion for his services, but died a few years afterwards.
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Signaller Brendish , who is present here to-day, joined the Meerut

Light Horse, and was afterwards transferred to the Bengal Yeomanry

Cavalry, with which regiment he served till its disbandment in July,

1859. He then rejoined the Department and served till 1896, when

the Secretary of State for India was pleased to grant him a pension

equivalent to his full pay.

“ The idea of commemorating in some manner the services which

I have related had been mooted from time to time, but it was not

until 1899 that the then Director-General of Telegraphs, Mr. C. E.

Pitman, took the matter up in earnest. The proposal was that a

monument should be erected at the cost of members of the Telegraph

Department only. This proposal was enthusiastically received and

supported by officers, past and present , and subordinates , Europeans,

Eurasians and natives of all grades. The subscribers , who

number 1,229 , contributed in all a sum which more than doubled that

originally anticipated , and enabled us to obtain from Scotland the

obelisk which is about to be unveiled. It was hoped that the

monument might be erected in the Jubilee year of the Telegraph

Department, viz. , the official year 1900-1901 , but, owing to the delay

in finding a suitable block of granite, it could not be done . The

compound of the present telegraph office has been chosen as the

site of the monument in preference to that of the original telegraph

office , a thatched roof building the property of Mr. Tayler, the

Principal of the Delhi College, which was situated in the compound

of the present residence of the Commissioner of Delhi , as being

more suitable and in close proximity to the scene of another act of

heroism on the same day , which is commemorated on the archway

of the old Magazine close by.

“ In conclusion , I have to add that the thanks of the Committee

are due to His Honour the Lieutenant-Governor of the Punjab , and

to the East Indian Railway for the kind assistance in this matter

which we have received from them. On behalf of the Committee I

have now the honour to ask Your Excellency graciously to unveil

the Memorial.”



285

Colonel Newcome's Grave.

T will doubtless be a surprise to most of the readers of

St. Martin's to learn that the town of Ayr, so inseparably

linked with the name of Burns, held also, during the

last two years of his life, a hallowed association for

Thackeray, containing, as it does , the last resting place of his

step father, Major Carmichael Smyth, who was in great measure the

prototype of his grandest creation-perhaps the foremost in modern

fiction - Colonel Newcome.

Two summers ago I was for a few weeks residing in a small

inland town within an hour's distance of Ayr , and availed myself of

the opportunity to make a pilgrimage to the spot so full of interest

to all the lovers of the great novelist. The only information I possessed

was that Major Smyth was buried in a small churchyard attached to

an Episcopal church there. To obtain some fyller detail , I called

on my old friend Mr. Ramsay, who has now for more than thirty

years had charge of the town's postal business. From him I learned

that my information was more complete than I had supposed ,

inasmuch as there is only ona Episcopal church in Ayr—the church

of the Holy Trinity, in Fullarton Steeet, not far distant.

The post office in Ayr is situated in a street of exceptional width,

named Sandgate. The buildings therein are chiefly offices, public

and private. Being out of the traffic and bustle of the main

thoroughfare, an atmosphere of serenity and repose seems to rest over

the place even during the busiest periods of the day. At some

distance along Sandgate, to the left from the post office, you reach

Fullarton Street, which branches off the other at right angles.

At the time of my visit, the church , which is about midway along

the street, was in process of reconstruction . The chancel and aisles

were completed, but the walls of the main building were in course of

erection, a temporary wooden screen separating the two portions.

The original edifice had been considerably smaller, and in these

earlier days admitted of a part of the ground being laid out as a

somewhat limited churchyard. But as the new structure was to

occupy a considerably enlarged area , this part was, to a great extent,

being included within the walls.

Failing to find any indication of the grave in question , I sought

the help of the clerk of the works, who occup'ed a small temporary
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office in a corner of the ground. He explained that to meet the

exigencies of the building operations, a number of the tombstones

had to be temporarily displaced, and of these he had a list beside

him. To this list he referred, but he was unable to trace any entry

therein of the one for which I was enquiring. This certainly did not

look hopeful, and a doubt as to the correctness of my information

was beginning to arise in my mind, when, after some little

consideration, the clerk suggested an examination of the completed

portion of the building, which he informed me was in use as a morning

chapel . Opening a small side door which ied into the chancel , we

entered, and there, a little to the right, before me lay the hallowed

spot dear to the heart of the great master .

On the wall immediately above the grave, is a large “ brass ”

bearing thereon the following inscription :

Sacred to the memory of

MAJOR HENRY WILLIAM CARMICHAEL SMYTH

of the Bengal Engineers,

who departed this life at Ayr,

9th September, 1861 ,

Aged 8ı years.

- ADSUM ”

And lo, he whose heart was as that of a little child, had

answered to his name, and stood in the

presence of the Master.

Newcomes, Vol. III., Chap. XXVI.

On the rebuilding of the church, his grave was

brought within the walls.

He was laid to rest immediately beneath

this place, by his step-son ,

William Makepeace Thackeray .

This memorial was put up in 1887 by some members

of the family.

Mrs. Ritchie , in her introductory notes to The Newcomes, in the

biographical edition of her father's works, touches upon the question

of Major Smyth's identity with Colonel Newcome. I quote only one

sentence : “ I never heard my father say that when he wrote Colonel

Newcome any special person was in his mind , but it was always an

understood thing that my step -grandfather had many of Colonel

Newcome's characteristics."
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But in the inscription over Major Smyth's grave , is , I venture to

think, to be found an even stronger testimony to this identity, than

in Mrs. Ritchie's more direct utterance, for that inscription is stated

to have also emanated from her pen. How vividly the brief extract

brings up the last , the closing scene in the Hospital of Grey Friars,

where , surrounded by those he had so fondly loved , the grand old

pensioner lay a -dying-how, at the tolling of the chapel bell , the nigh

unconscious lips gave audible submission to the great summons in

the old familiar Cistercian response. - And lo- " The appro

priation of the quotation seems specially suggestive.

In these introductory notes , Mrs. Ritchie narrates a little incident

which gives a most interesting glimpse into the mind of the creator

of that noblest of English gentlemen , showing how real to him the

Colonel was,—the leader, not the led .

In 1854 , Thackeray was in Coventry lecturing, the place of

lecture being that beautiful hall the scene of Hetty's trial in Adam

Bede. The novelist was on the occasion the guest of some friends

of George Eliot . In the morning after his lecture, his hostess asked

him if he had had a good night .

“ How could I,” said Mr. Thackeray, 66 with Colonel Newcome

making a fool of himself as he has done ? ”

“ But why did you let him ? ” exclaimed the lady.

“ Oh ! ” was the reply, “ it was in him to do it . He must."

Thackeray's relationship with his 'step -father, which commenced

with his earliest years, was, throughout his whole life, of the closest .

It changed with changing circumstance , but only gained in intensity.

In the earliest of Thackeray's extant letters, written from Fareham

when a child of six to his mother in India, he sends his love

to Captain Smyth and a message desiring him to bring her home to

her little son That gentleman was then just about to be married to

Mrs. Thackeray. Five long years were , however, to intervene before

her son was to have his desire realised . He was a boy at Chiswick

School in 1822 , when that joyful reunion took place .

On reaching England , the Major and his wife took up residence at

Addiscombe College, of which he had been appointed governor .

There, Thackeray, who had entered Charterhouse in August of the

same year, spent his holidays until his parents removed to Larkbeare ,

on the confines of the parish of Otter St. Mary, where the Major

settled down as a gentleman farmer . At Larkbeare , Thackeray

passed the five months interval that elapsed between his leaving

school and his going up to Cambridge. During the time , he was

U
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coached by his step -father for his university career . When in

February, 1829 , Thackeray, who was then in his nineteenth year,

entered Trinity College , Cambridge, he was accompanied by Major

Smyth . On the way the two spent some happy days in London,

where they put up at Slaughter's Coffee House .

In 1833 , Major Smyth became associated with “ The National

Standard — a Journal of Literature, Science, Music, Theatricals, and

the Fine Arts " ; and Thackeray , who had taken chambers in Hare

Court , Temple, and had commenced the study of law, for which he

had little predilection , joined his step -father in the production of the

journal, and so formally entered Grub Street . But the venture was

not a success , and the magazine of many interests had but a brief

span of life,

Three years later, in 1836 , undeterred by the fate of the National

Standard, the two were again associated in a further journalistic

enterprise. Taking advantage of a considerable reduction in the old

newspaper tax, Major Smyth and his step-son proposed to establish

a daily newspaper, and for the purpose formed a small joint stock

company, of which the Major was chairman , registered as “ The

Metropolitan Newspaper Company.” An existing paper with a small

circulation , entitled The Public Ledger, was purchased . The first

number produced under the auspices of the Company as The

Constitutional and Public Ledger, was issued on the 15th September,

1836 , the date on which the reduction of the stamp duty on

newspapers took effect. This diurnal had an existence of less than

a year , resulting in heavy losses to both of the two promoters, for

though nominally a joint stock company, the Major and his stepson

were such large shareholders that they practically owned the paper.

These incidents tend to throw some light on the close association

which subsisted between Thackeray and his step -father, and which

doubtless furnished him with many facts and fancies that, passing

through the crucible of the great alchemist, live in the fascinating

pages of the famous novel, especially in the delineation of that

sublime hero , Colonel Newcome.

Thackeray survived his step -father little more than two years, his

death taking place on Christmas Eve, 1863. As is well known, he

was buried in Kensal Green. Twelve months thereafter the last of

the loving three, his mother, was laid to rest in the grave of her

illustrious son.

F. BRAID.
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The Retirement of Mr. Housden .

never

KOVINCE I became editor of this Magazine I have written

a great number of retiring and obituary notices. I

have summed up more or less ineffectually the careers

of close personal friends, of colleagues whom I have

only known as officials, and of others whom I am afraid I have

even seen in the flesh ; and I have no doubt that the

influence of the personal estimate has been strongly felt by me in

writing such notices , so much so, that the friends have had the

most space devoted to them. But I feel quite easy in my

conscience in talking at some length about Housden . Not only has

he been my own intimate friend for some twenty-four years, but ever

since the idea of a Post Office Magazine was started he has been our

constant guide, counsellor and contributor. A large amount of

matter, which will hereafter be most valuable to the Post Office

historian, appears every quarter in our columns , unsigned , but if we

had proclaimed the authorship of every such item , some of our

numbers would have been simply studded with the initials J.A.J.H.

Few men know better the history of the Post Office ; there is

scarcely another man living who knows so well the history and

working of Post Office Savings Banks. Most of us are satisfied with

an accurate knowledge of the particular work we are called upon to

perform , but Mr. Housden is a born student, and on entering the

Service he was not satisfied until he had mastered the high politics

of his Department, as well as its every day practice . It will

therefore be understood that to us he has been a most valuable

contributor, and much of the success of our enterprise has been due

to the high quality of the papers and paragraphs on Post Office

subjects which he has generously supplied us with . Mr. Housden

has written not a little for outside journals and magazines. If one

came across a particularly well-written and well-informed article in

the daily or weekly press on Savings Banks it was a fairly safe guess

that he was the author. On other subjects he is quite as excellent

an authority , and accuracy and method distinguish all his work .

When I first entered the Savings Bank, Housden was one of the

coming men of the Department ; he was one of two or three men

who seemed marked out for high position as capable administrators ,

and as officials of character and independence . He was promoted to a
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principal clerkship as long ago as 1881 , and has held the position

twenty-one years. What was the reason of this arrest in his official

development ? The answer discloses the tragedy of his later life .

A few years after his promotion he became, within a comparatively

short period, almost totally deaf, so deaf that he could not hear the

loudest human voice , and though we have had in the past a blind

Postmaster-General and a deaf Receiver and Accountant-General,

these illustrious precedents did not avail to advance Housden.

MR. J. A. J. HOUSDEN .

In the early days of his Department, Housden's abilities and

knowledge were of great assistance to his chiefs in establishing the

precedents and practice which enable the great machine to do its

work to-day . To give one instance : he designed the cash books and

ledgers now supplied to Penny Banks, and indeed it was on his

suggestion, which was supported by Mr. A. C. Thomson, the then

Controller, that they were provided by the Department. Thousands

of these books have since been supplied by the Chief Office .

But he was not merely a brilliant official, he was interested in the

men with whom he worked , and in the societies and organisations

started for their welfare. He took a leading part in movements

some years ago to improve the positions and prospects of the staff,

and many grievances, which at one time oppressed us, were redressed

as the result of the agitations with which he was connected ; and
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his strong common sense helped to keep these movements on

constitutional lines . I often think that had Housden's services been

available in a certain crisis in my Department twelve years ago,

events would have taken a different turn .

When the Post Office Supply Association , the parent of the Civil

Service Supply Association, was started , Mr. Norman of the Savings

Bank Department was elected the first treasurer ; but he soon

found he was unable to spare time to devote to the work,

and so long as he was treasurer Housden kept the books for

him . It was Housden who proposed at a memorable meeting

of the C.S.S.A. shareholders , the resolution which had the effect

of removing from the Board the directors, who had in the opinion

of the majority prejudiced the interests of the Association by

floating the Civil Service Bread Company. He helped to start

the Post Office Guarantee Association , and he has been since the

commencement of the society one of its auditors . He is also an

auditor of the Post Office Benevolent Fund, and he has been for

thirty years on the committee of the Post Office Library and

Literary Association . He was for several years president of the

Civil Service Debating Society . At this period of his life he was

almost an ideal chairman , and he was much in request in that

capacity at official and unofficial gatherings . He held for some sessions

the speakership of the Hackney Parliamentary Debating Society,

which was regarded as the model society of its kind in this country .

He took an active interest in municipal affairs and in educational

matters and was a frequent speaker on public platforms. He was

a man who richly enjoyed social and domestic life and was always

an eager and interesting conversationalist . Both in the Post Office

and in the outside world a brilliant career seemed before him , and

then came the calamity which shut out from him so many of his

activities . Imagine what such a misfortune means to the ordinary

individual who has no taste for public life and then think what it

must have been to a man of Housden's tastes and attainments.

Like Milton , and almost at the same age,

From the cheerful ways of men cut off

And wisdom at one entrance quite shut out .

But what has endeared him to his fellows and has called forth their

admiration is that he has never betrayed his disappointment to them .

Indeed it has been frequently remarked that so far from possessing

the usual failing of the deaf, viz . , irritability and gloominess, he has

grown in urbanity and in outward cheerfulness. The gods are
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66

surely powerless to sour the character of a man with a sense of

humour, and Housden accepted his sentence with the temper of a

philosopher. “ Things are what they are and the consequences of them

will be what they will be , then why should we deceive ourselves , ” is a

statement which expressed his philosophy , but to its apparent

fatalism he added a hopefulness that sprang out of his own

temperament. He has always been eloquent on the compensations

of the deaf. He has frequently sat beside me at a banquet, and in

the middle of the speech of perhaps a high official, I have known

him to look round the room , watch closely the expressions on the

hearers' faces, and he has whispered to me cheerfully, “ Perhaps it

is just as well I'm deaf.” Before his deafness came on he was an

active member of Dr. Allon's congregation at Union Chapel,

Islington , but in later years I have frequently heard of his attendance

at a Church of England place of worship, and I have chaffed him

on his apparent conversion to the Establishment. In reply he has

told me that the form and ceremony incidental to the Church of

England helped him to follow the service . Besides," he would

add, “ I have the advantage of you , I can sit under the preacher

and not hear him .”

On a recent occasion I spoke of the advantage to a civil servant

extra subject.” Mr. Housden's career is a case in point.

He is a well read man, and unlike many of us who have torn the

heart out of countless books, he remembers. He has been able to

depend on resources within himself to prevent life becoming a

burden . He has a fine work -a -day philosophy of life, and a dry

humour all his own. He has in particular quite a monkish relish

for an ecclesiastical joke . Though a religious minded man , as

becomes a kinsman of the once famous Rev. John Angell James , he is

broad minded and tolerant, and his piety is perhaps more akin to that

of Isaak Walton than to the kind we associate with the nonconformist

conscience. Almost his last words in the Department partook of a

theological flavour. He went round the rooms saying " Good -bye

to us, and in front of one principal clerk’s chair he hesitated and shook

hands with the occupant , who courteously expressed a hope to see

him again on a future occasion . Housden replied that he hoped

to see some of his old colleagues in heaven. What, only some !”

said the principal clerk . “ Ah ! ” said Housden meditatively, “ it is

not for a poor, weak mortal such as I am to set any bounds to the

infinite mercy of God . ” And with this characteristic thrust he left

the room and subsequently the department.

of an
66
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A few days before his departure he was presented with a silver tea

and coffee service subscribed to by 179 of his colleagues. A large

and enthusiastic meeting under the chairmanship of Mr. H. E. Carlyle,

one of the Sub-Controllers, was held in the club dining room and

the testimonial was formally presented . An illuminated album, with

the signatures of those who have subscribed to the gift, accompanies

the service. The eagerness with which so many of his colleagues,

both old and young, subscribed was especially noticeable, and was

the more marked because owing to his infirmity he was unable to

mix so freely with his fellows as other men . But even those who had

had few personal relations with him knew that in his dealings he had

always been absolutely straightforward, and they respected his

character. They had never associated him with mean or tortuous

actions. He took a broad view of things and made allowances for

the differences of character in individuals . Moreover, throughout

his career he had always made it one of the duties and privileges of

his position to help on and to encourage the young, and in the

selection of those who he thought possessed ability he, no doubt,

sometimes made mistakes. For instance, my own friendship with

him began when I was hardly out of my boyhood, and as far as I

remember, it had its origin at the Civil Service Debating Society,

where I fulminated in those days against the folly and wickedness of

the rulers of men. We have I think usually differed on most

political and social questions, but we have possessed in common a

theological streak which has helped to draw us together.

It has always been inspiration and refreshment to me to be talked

to by him, severely or sympathetically ; and it is really quite easy to

talk to him-on paper. His quick intelligence seizes what you are

going to say before you have got through a quarter of your own

sentence. In a contest of wit, I should back Housden, deaf though

he be, against many reputed conversationalists with all their senses

in good working order. It is true he would start severely handicapped ,

but I have a conviction he would simply romp in at the finish .

Housden's retirement leaves a blank in my official existence which

I cannot hope to see filled . For I , too, am getting on , and no

friendships are quite like those which are formed when one is

young and enthusiastic. And as one grows older, and retrospection

takes the place of “ prospects " and " looking forward," one perhaps

gives way to a common lament of the old , that the rising men of the

younger generation seem to want the character and mental calibre of

the men of an earlier day. E. B.
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LIBRARY
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but , of course, we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants.]

Will O'THE WISP, a story of Twenty -five years ago . By John

Garrett Leigh, author of " God's Greeting." London, J. M.

Dent & Co., Aldine House, Bedford Street, W.C. 1902 .

In our last number we mentioned that Mr. John Lee, second class

assistant superintendent , telegraphs, Liverpool, had written a novel

under the pseudonym " John Garrett Leigh . " We have now read

the story and are in a position to criticise it . In the first place we

think the actual telling of the tale so much superior to the story

itself. And the first half of the volume is excellent in both respects ;

the dialogue, the movement and the study of character strike the

reader, and although there is little originality in the conception of

the plot, one is always interested in an old tale well told . We have

here the familiar theme of the good man with a past which he

cannot bury, which comes between him and the formation of new

ties, but when the author has worked up all the threads of his

narrative into a real human tangle, he can think of no better method

of unravelling than a convenient colliery accident and a death which

is all but self- inflicted. Why should not the heroes of stories live

through their troubles as they do in real life ? Why must “ The

End ” always mean a general clearing up of the human tangle ? On

the whole we think Will o' the Wisp a novel of promise rather than

of achievement. We are certain Mr. Leigh will do better work. He

can tell a story vividly and with a sense of drama. His analyses of

character are frequently excellent and they show that he thinks.

How good , for instance, this is of the unsociable man who did not
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go to church : “ The parson who did not get him to church , even

on the Harvest Festival, knew his friend in and out, and being some

what experienced in religious matters, recognised the reserve towards

God as the world recognised the reserve towards man. ' And there

are little touches here and there which show true insight into the

springs of human actions . We shall look forward to reading another

story from Mr. Leigh. And if we may be presumptuous enough to

give him advice, let him eschew melodrama as he would the Prince

of Evil .

OFTHE COUNTY DIRECTORY SCOTLAND. Twentieth Century

Edition . Respectfully inscribed to E. P. W. Redford,

Secretary to the Post Office for Scotland . Twelfth issue .

Partially edited by George Massie , General Post Office,

Edinburgh. Compiled by Arthur Giles, F.R.S.G.S. , Proprietor

and General Editor . Edinburgh : R. Grant & Son , 107 ,

Princes Street.

The twelfth issue of this Directory, already so well known to

Scottish postmasters , is before us . Indeed , it appeals especially

to servants of the Post Office to whom, in the exercise of their daily

work, directories are indispensable. We have here what we have

not seen anywhere else-a table of dates , ranging from 1290 to the

present day, of the chief events in Post Office history. The event

for 1290 is the calling of a letter carrier on Edward I. with a letter

announcing the arrival of the Maiden of Norway. Cost of letter,

135 4d . The event for 1669 is “ A weekly foot post established

from Edinburgh to Inverness , wind and weather serving ; later ,

“ A wagon would leave the Grassmarket for Inverness every

Tuesday, God willing, but on Wednesday whether or no." We

like, too, the entry for 1842, ist May : “ Thomas Hood to

Sir Rowland Hill : ' I have seen so many instances of folly and

ingratitude that it would never surprise me to hear of the railway

people, finding their trains running so well , proposing to discharge

the engine.' " This is a sort of economy one might expect from

the Treasury. There are portraits in illustration of this table, of

Sir Rowland Hill , K.C.B. , J. Henniker Heaton , M.P. , George

Stephenson , Thomas A. Edison and Gughielmo Marconi . We do

not usually think of George Stephenson as a postal reformer, but a

moment's reflection will convince us that he was the greatest of them

all . James Chalmers, a claimant to the discovery of the adhesive
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stamp, is honoured with a photograph . And so is Sir William

Muloch , K.C.M.G., LL.D., K.C. , who will always be associated with

the first successful effort towards Imperial Penny Postage.

Of the Directory itself there is little to be said, except that it is

extraordinarily full, and in its method extremely simple and concise .

We think the Towns and Villages Section particularly well arranged

and useful. Indeed, it is difficult to see how a postmaster can get

along without such a guide, when once he has experienced how

immensely his labours may be lessened by it.

With the Directory there is presented “ A Map of Scotland,"

reduced from the Ordnance Survey by John Bartholomew , F.R.G.S.

It is mounted on cloth , in a cover of its own , and is excellent in

every way. We have several maps of Scotland, but this one will

compel us to place all the others on the shelf we devote to out-of.

date literature.

THE POSTAL MENTOR, an Illustrated Monthly Magazine. Price ad ..

Printed for the Postmen's Federation , by A. R. Goldie,
28 , Buchan Street, Glasgow . Vol . I. , No. 1 (May) .

And yet another Post Office Magazine ! Yet another attack on the

monopoly once enjoyed by St. Martin's - le -Grand ! It is an

encouraging sign of the times, and we hail all our competitors with

sincere greetings. We certainly approach the task of criticising them

with sympathy and understanding, and we decline at once to judge

any magazine or newspaper by its first issue. We know too well

the difficulties attending the opening number of a periodical to be

unduly critical , and we shall wait until The Postal Mentor is a little

older before we say very much on the matter. At present we do

not think the proprietors have a very clear idea of what they intend

to do. We are inclined to suggest that such sections as Household

Hints and Fashion Notes, ” “ Sports and Pastimes," are not wanted

in a service magazine , and show a mistaken ambition to compete

with journals which appeal to the general public . But we may be

mistaken , and our only object in making the remark is that new

journals may profit by unhappy experiences of our own in the past .

There is a very good photograph of Lord Londonderry as a frontis

piece, and the illustrations, in “ The Editor's Letter Bag " in particular,

are excellent.



OUR LIBRARY TABLE . 297

THE UNION OBSERVER . Price Id . The journal of the Junior

Civil Service Christian Union, London. Secretary, Mr. E. W'.

Goodrich, 52, Winsham Street , West Side, Clapham Common ,

S.W. Editor, Mr. V. P. Peacock , Hastings Villa , Lower

Edmonton. January, February, March , April and May num

bers.

We have on several previous occasions referred to the efforts of our

boy copyists in journalism , and we are glad to notice that this

particular enterprise is now in its eighth volume, and is going strong.

Though possessing a strong religious character, the paper appeals

very successfully to all sides of a boy's life. The editor , we observe ,

endeavoured in the January number to draw Mr. Ardron , Assistant

Secretary to the Post Office, on the subject of the status of boy

copyists, but Mr. Ardron was too nimble for him , and turned the

subject on to muscular Christianity . Junior Christians seem to be

very much disturbed as to the place of humour in the religious liſe,

and we are glad to see that , in Mr. Ardron's opinion, “ Wholesome

fun never hurt anybody.” In this connection we may remark that

some of the pen and ink sketches in the magazine strike us

excellent , not only in draughtmanship , but in humour.

Student's Page ” is , of course, a great feature, and is evidently very

popular . It is conducted by Mr. A. J. Lawford Jones, who is well

known as a Civil Service coach .

as
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“ The Fascination of London.”

NDER this attractive title Messrs. Adam-& Charles Black

are bringing out a series of little books , which owe their

inspiration and, in a great measure, their literary contents to
the late Sir Walter Besant. Sir Walter was engaged, at the time

of his death, on A Survey of London : a Record of the Greatest

of all Cities, and these books represent at least some of his
researches . “ This work ,” he said, “fascinates me more than

anything else I've ever done . Nothing at all like it has ever been

attempted before. I've been walking about London for the last

thirty years and I find something fresh in it every day.” There
speaks the genuine lover of London, and the only fault I have to

find with Sir Walter's attitude is that , distinguished literary man

though he may have been, he never quite succeeded in conveying in

his treatment of his subject this element of fascination to the minds

of his readers . He tells us the history, the romance, the tragedy,

and comedy of London , and he seems to imply that it is largely her
history and romance which create the fascination . But this is only

half the truth . History and romance, no doubt , help to give the

picture an atmosphere ; the real fascination of London is in the

fulness and variety of her life. It is not ancient , mediæval or

eighteenth century London that fills us with joy as we wander about

her streets to -day , it is the London of 1902 arraying herself in

bunting and illuminations, as she has often done before, to honour

a new sovereign . We may like Fleet Street and possibly Charing

Cross for theirhistorical associations, but even if this is the case, we

like them best in the busiest time ofthe day, and when modernity is

most apparent in their aspect . No city to the casual observer is

so little affected by the burden of the centuries as London . Fires have

destroyed her ancient churches and ancient landmarks ; sacrilegious

restorers have transformed her palaces . We are left with a grand

heritage of names, but the places they are associated with are

frequently of only yesterday's growth. One thing alone seems to

stand out the same in all the changing history of London, viz . , her

persistent vitality : she has lived well and with full measure,
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she has retained her individuality, though she has shed countless

skins, and renewed her bones and frame work again and again .

It is only when we begin to feel sensitive to what I must call the

personality of London that we experience her charm .

The fascination of London has little to do , I fancy, with patriotism

either, local or national—the foreigner feels it almost as much as

does the Englishman . And, like so many human love stories, the

feeling is often at first one simply of repulsion . The foreigner who

arrives in London on a Sunday, for instance, sees her in deshabille,

and is scarcely impressed . Or he arrives in the Strand, say, in the

early morning, and it is like seeing a lady for the first time in curl
papers, or a gentleman who has come down to breakfast after a

lively over-night's experience. The scavengers are picking up the

pieces. Mr. Leslie Stephen tells a story of a distinguished Alpine
guide whom he brought over from Switzerland to see London. As.

the train paased through the wilderness of chimney pots and

commonplace thoroughfares of South East London Mr. Stephen
felt that some apology was needed to the guide . He said ,

somewhat humbly, “ It is not so fine a view as that from the
Matterhorn .” But the guide seemed shocked at the apparent

insensibility of Mr. Stephen's imagination , and he said , in a subdued

but genuinely awe-stricken voice, “ Oh, Sir ! it is far more wonder-

ful ! " So different are our first impressions, so dependent are they

on the mind and eye which receives them . In the year of the

Diamond Jubilee Imet the editor of a New Zealand daily paper, and he

had just been visiting some men who had come from the sub-tropics
a visit to London . It was about a week after the great

procession , and the editor asked these dark men what sight had

impressed them the most in all London. These men had been

.everywhere, had seen the great Queen in her palace, had been

through the streets of London on the day of the procession . But

they did not hesitate for an answer. “ The most wonderful thing in

London we have seen , ” said their spokesman , “ is that, ” pointing

over the river to Battersea Park ; “ we have never seen green like

that ; the freshness and brightness of that foliage is a revelation to

There is no green like that in the sub-tropics.” This was the

recollection of London they were taking back with them—the eye .

sees only that which it brings with it the power of seeing.

I have lately had placed in my hands a little book entitled

A Picture of London in 1808, and in one respect my heart

goes out to the author. I enjoy his enthusiasm , unlettered and

restrained though it is . He appears to have visited no other

European capital, but, with genuine Anglo-Saxon assurance, he has

no hesitation in boldly claiming for London absolute peerlessness.

Over the Post Office, in particular, he lets himself go.

“ It is the most important spot on the surface of the globe,” and as

it is my own workshop, I , at least, am not in a position to deny the
truth of such a remark. “ It receives information from the Poles,

seems , however, to be a little wide of the mark, when we take into .

on

us.

He says,
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“ Itaccount the fact that both Poles are still undiscovered .

distributes instructions to the Antipodes ” is also rank hyperbole ,

and is, perhaps, a big way of describing a foreign money order .

But we blush with conscious pride when we read that “ It is in the

highest degree hitherto realised the seat of terrestrial perception and

volition " — for the moment, of course, we think the author is

referring to the chair of an official chief, but he is still harping on

that wonderful entity, the Post Office ; with his readers gasping for

breath , he concludes, “ It is the brain of the whole earth .” But all

this high" falutin” is being used for a purpose. It is to bring out the

fact of the miserable accommodation the State provides for her wise

and brainy servants. This sentence reads, indeed, like one of our

own memorials. “ The building is hidden in a narrow alley, mis

shapen even to deformity, and scarcely accessible to the very mail

coaches which collect there for their nightly freights.” The author

is, of course, describingthe old Lombard Street building, and not

Mount Pleasant, Addle Hill or Aldersgate Street ; it is sometimes so

difficult in this book to realise that it is a picture of London in 1808

we are looking at, not the London of 1902 .

But I do not want to become shoppy and to forget the larger

aspects of my subject in dwelling upon similarities in Post Office

history . During this month of June I have forgotten all grievances

and all anomalies . In spite of rain and cold , like Sir Walter Besant ,

I have been walking about London and I find something fresh in it

every day. I like herespecially at a season such as the present one

when she is en fête. It is ridiculous to hear people saythat going

about in London costs money and is expensive Most of the sights

which are really worth seeing are free, and it is wonderful what you

can do with a small sum in the way of enjoyment when you are

hard pressed . When I first came to London , a boy of fourteen , I

was thrown very much on my own resources, and during eighteen

months or so I simply roamed about the big city in my leisure hours

enjoying and indeed revelling in the secret of her fascination . I

had no money and I did all my journeys on foot. Now and then a

poor but generous mother gave me sixpence to spend , and on these

occasionsI usually attemped something big. I felt wealthy enough

to pay for another's enjoyment, and I used to ask a brother who was

some six years my junior to come with me and be shown London.

The spirit was always willing in his case , but as will subsequently

be seen , the flesh was frequently weak . We proposed one day to do

the Monument on sixpence. We lived at Chiswick and the fee up

the Monument was 3d . per head . Nothing was clearer : it could be

done; it is only in later life we begin to think about " margins of

comfort . " We walked the six miles to the City, our enthusiasm

carrying us along ; we counted the 'buses we passed on the road

Mr. Gladstone used to do the same when returning from the House

of Commons, merely as a change of mental occupation - we ascended

the Monument, took in the great view, compared it with our maps,

and then as it was getting dusk we descended . But the rest on the
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top of the Monument had proved fatal to my poor little brother's

walking powers. The skin had come off the soles of his feet, and

his legs were quite played out . He broke down in Cannon Street,

and Ithen and there put him on my back and carried him home to

Chiswick. We rested on doorsteps and on seats in the park , hungry

and thirsty, but our talk was still of London , beautiful, wonderful

London, and what we would see next when we had another sixpence,

and our feet were rested. And we still counted the ' buses, and felt

that we were having a good time. I have not climbed the Monument

since that day ; the impressions I formed then will last my lifetime.

Nowadays when I can take a cab after visiting some place of

amusement I do not, I am sure, derive half the satisfaction that I

experienced when I had a small brother on my back and not a

halfpenny in my pocket. The Scotchman was not so unconsciously

amusing as he is supposed to have been when he said he had not

been a day in London before bang went saxpence . I have done

London on sixpence a day and I have done it well. But to ensure a

margin of comfort I admit that you should take your lunch
with you.

I once climbed to the top of St. Paul's Cathedral in the dinner

hour. My official chief had recently issued an order that the

luncheon interval was from 12 o'clock noon to 2 o'clock p.m. , and in

spite of many unpleasant disillusionments I have always been inclined

to take a generous view of official orders . An unsympathetic superior

officer, however, on my return to the office after this expedition ,

speedily removed any misunderstanding I laboured under on this

point, and accused my generous heart of trilling with him when I

advanced this order as my excuse for a long absence.

I said just now that the foreigner feels the fascination of London

as much as does the Englishman. Angelina is in a sense a foreigner,

and her abiding delight in London is wonderful . She is a daughter

of Edinburgh , but she is always gayest and brightest in demeanour

when I meet her at King's Cross or Euston after she has been

visiting the place of her birth. The kind and romantic reader will

at once offer the explanation that her demeanour is due to her

delight at meeting Edwin again. But the facts are not so . She

greets me on such occasions with real Scotch reserve ; she asks

kindly after me and whether I have had a good time while she has

been away , and of course I try to look as if I had been miserable.

She then gives me all her portable luggage and rugs and umbrellas ,

and whenher hands are free she proceeds to wave them about and

enthuse on the subject of London . She seems to take not me but

the City to her arms , and every object she sees from the cab calls up

her enthusiasm . Finally she sinks into an arm chair in our flat with

the exclamation , “ I am alive again . Yes, that is the difference

between London and Edinburgh . You have not a street or a

building here which we can't beat in Edinburgh , but then you

are alive. The joy of life is here, not in the melancholy. North .

Haven't you been awfully dull and lonely while I have been in
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Edinburgh ? Let us go and have dinner at the Trocadero ." I

venture to remind her that I have had London with me as some

slight consolation , but she looks at me with grave mistrust, and

eating her own words as she habitually and charmingly does , she

almost entreats me to say I have been dull . One or two theatres

perhaps , a dinner here and a supper there, I have to confess to ; but

then I plead the loneliness of the flat without her , the impossibility

of being left alone here , and I am at once understood. With a

little tact one can even manage Angelina , though I admit it is

difficult to deceive her. But a great deal may be done by putting

such a complexion on admitted facts, as you are aware from

past experience she will appreciate. If you say for instance you

would have been dull if you had not gone in for gaiety in order

to stifle your loneliness, she will recognise in this a full excuse

for all your increase of expenditure on luxuries during her absence .

She will even say consolingly : “ Poor boy, I will not leave him

again .” Then it is perhaps that you begin to fear you have over

done the part you are playing. But it is safest of all grounds to

plead that in London there is no excuse for dulness : the joys of

life are here , even though the partner in your joys is for the time

being in the melancholy North .

It is quite painful to read in the Review of Reviews a distinguished

artist like Mr. G. F. Watts confessing to Mr. Stead that after eighty

six years of life he cannot say that the joy of life has ever been his .

Heowes his very longevity , he says, to the fact that he has always

been sickly. And he goes on , " What I mean is that the buoyant

exuberance of animal spirits which leads many people to rejoice in

life for the mere sake of living I have never known .” Mr. Watts

speaks with the voice of a somewhat wearied old man , and his

imagination doubtless exaggerates the troubles he remembers ; he

forgets the joy his work has been to him , and that while many of us

lead happy and contented lives, he has enjoyed supreme moments

which have never come to us. I have heard a distinguished wit and

humorist say with a sad and sincere voice that he has not known

what it is to have had a happy day for eighteen years. But I have

seen him in happy moments of literary creation or witty intercourse ,

and I know how to discount such utterances . It is a monstrous

derand to make on life that it should be a sort of endless joy. We

ask for “ bitters ” to whet our appetites , and weare so constituted that

continuance of anything leads to satiety in the end . Even London

has her days of trouble and perplexity to the human spirit, days

when the heaven that is over our head is like brass and the earth

that is under us iron , when we are smitten with a consumption , and

with a fever, and with an inflammation, and with an extreme burning,

and with blasting and mildew. But even on our worst days we

remember our capacity for great moments, great exuberances of

spirit , and we take courage. All through this dreadful spring

we have made the best of things and have decorated and

illuminated though the stars in their courses have fought against us .
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And we have filled the London streets with huge crowds, and loyal

subjects have risked much in attempting to give expression

to their feelings. When the C.I.V. marched through London

we allowed our servant to accompany a friend and the friend's

young man, who both intended to see the procession. The

fri nd was moving that day from a place in the south of

London to one in the north, and so she endeavoured to see

the procession on the way, taking with her a brown paper parcel full

of feminine garments and toilet accessories. There was a terrible

crush at theMarble Arch and in one violent scrimmage the brown

paper parcel came undone, and its contents fell out into the road.

The young man did his best, he saved most of the stock, and

throwing the various garments on his arm he rushed, hot and

dishevelled, up the Edgware Road . Into the first shop he saw open,

he entered and requested a piece of brown paper. The man looked

at him and at his interesting burdens. Then he asked grimly of the

young man, “ Where have you left the body ? ” Indeed it seemed

in all the circumstances the most natural question to ask. Such are

the dangers attendant on coping with a London crowd .

I hadwritten so far, and then with dramatic suddenness came the

announcement that the Coronation was postponed. London is

again tasting “ the bitters,” and her decorations and illuminations

mock at us now for our elaborate efforts to arrange the always

uncertain future . But her powers of recovery are wonderful, and

her present sad and tragic moment will quickly pass away, and there

will still abide the eternal fascination of London, and by the 30th

June there will again be the same movement at the Bank, again the

same procession of passengers and vehicles down the slope of

Piccadilly . London has great moments , but unlike her provincial

sisters , she never sinks back into dulness and apathy ; she can be

horribly unpleasant, but no true cockney ever yawns in London.

He does that in places like No ! I won't mention them . I

may lose subscribers . E. B.

4

X
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British versus Foreign Mercantile Shipping.

INCE we last went to press the amour propre of our nation as

Mistress of the Seas has received a shock by the announce

ment of the purchase of the White Star fleet of steamers by an

American trust. Thus, by a smart move, American financiers have

succeeded in acquiring, with a portion of their spare capital , a huge

fleet of first - class steamers, and , by a timely sop, have barred from

competition in the sphere of activity laid down for themselves the

two great German shipping companies, the Nord Deutscher Lloyd

and the Hamburg-American.

In the first heat of the surprise, a section of the community in

this country was not content with hurling uncomplimentary epithets

at the vendors of the fleet (who, it must not be forgotten, have made

a splendid bargain ), but, with considerable lack of logic , rated the

Government for permitting a deal which obviously it was powerless to

prevent. · Panicky ” views are now fortunately subsiding ; but it

is generally admitted that the time has arrived for the re -opening of

many questions affecting the welfare of our mercantile marine; and

the Government has acted wisely in reappointing the old committee

of enquiry into shipping bounties and subsidies, and in forming

a departmental committee, under the auspices of the Admiralty,

to discuss the question of merchant auxiliaries in time of war.

It is difficult to forecast the outcoine of the deliberations ; but the

duty of the committees, as Sir R. Giffen , the well -known financial

expert, stated in his evidence before one of them the other day, is

to form a policy as to shipping bounties, and to make it clear

what that policy is going to be . Up to the present time, the

attitude of the Government in regard to the mercantile marine

has been in accordance with the free trade doctrine of non

interference. A demand for a definite policy has , however, grown

up ; and the two committees now sitting will, no doubt, be capable

of formulating one, if necessary.

In the midst of all this turmoil, it is perhaps not inopportune to

take a glance at the position of our other great competitor, Germany,

which in late years has shown such wonderful energy in increasing

her territorial possessions abroad , and in rearing a powerful mercantile

marine. Germany's two most important shipping concerns have

already been referred to . Her mercantile navy is at present only

8 per cent. of that of the whole world . The proportion is small ,

and, at first sight, there may seem no reason for alarm for the

maintenance of British supremacy ; but it must be remembered that,
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strictly speaking, the German mercantile navy is in its infancy. It

only dates from the year 1873. From that year until 1894 its

carrying capacity increased by 193 per cent., and it is stated in the

recently published memorial on the “ Growth of German Maritime

Interests " that a further increase took place between 1894 and the

beginning of 1899. According to information supplied to the

Board of Trade by the “ Germanic Lloyd, ” the year 1899 showed

an addition of 73 steamships and 32 sailing ships to the German

merchant navy ; and the total carrying capacity since 1894 has

increased by 45 per cent. One of the noteworthy features of this

advance is the capacity of individual ships . The average size in the

seventies was 480 tons , whereas in 1898 it had risen to 849 tons.

At the present day, Germany owns 22 steamers of over 10,000

tons each , some of which , as regards size and speed, have few

equals in the world . For instance, the " Kaiser Wilhelm der Grosse "

and the “ Kaiser Freidrich ” have a capacity of 13,500 tons and 12,800

tons respectively ; and the “ Deutschland ” and the “ Kronprinz

Wilhelm ,” with still greater capacities, hold the records for the

quickest passages across the Atlantic.

One of the features of the progress of Germany in the shipping

world has been the tendency shown in late years to form large

combinations. Thus in 1897 the total capital owned by the

German shipping companies amounted, according to the Board of

Trade Journal, to £8,676,000 ordinary and £ 3,431,000 preference

shares, which had risen to £ 13,382,000 ordinary and £3,529,000

preference shares in 1899. Themarket value of the share capital

of the Hamburg and Bremen companies is estimated to be

£15,882,000 . As, however, a number of first - class private ship

owners are not included in this calculation, the total capital engaged

in the ship -owning trade may be estimated at £5,000,000 more.

German iron and wooden sailing ships were estimated to be worth

£3,210,000 and £152,000 respectively at the end of 1898, so that

the total value of the German merchant navy at that date amounted

to £20,891,000, and at the end of 1899 , taking into consideration

all increases and decreases during the year, to £ 22,882,000. This

figure, if the rise in the prices of materials during the last two or

three years is to be regarded, should probably be £25,000,000 .

In view of the foregoing facts, the question naturally arises , how

this flourishing state of affairs has been brought about. It is well

known that the German Government, under the Chancellorship

of Bismarck , did not give much encouragement to shipowners or

builders. Nay, the great Chancellor openly stated that Germany's

supreme aim was to unify the various States of the Fatherland, and

that she had no concern or need for colonies, and , therefore, none

for a navy. But the present Einperor has other views ; and , as a

consequence, native shipbuilders are being assisted in various ways.

They are, for example, allowed to import free of duty all requisite

materials , and owners are granted heavy subsidies for the performance

of regular services to various parts of the world .
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“ The Cheapest Postal Service in the World."

THEnewspapers have lately been telling us that China has now
“ the cheapest postal service in the world .” At first sight it

was pardonable to regard this as implying low management expenses ,

i.e., an under-paid and over -worked staff; but the paragraphs dis

closed the news that, under a new regulation, letters not exceeding

half an ounce in weight may now be sent from one part of China to

another , irrespective of distance, for a sum nearly equivalent to the

British farthing. This, from a country generally considered to be

one of the most unprogressive in the world, is sufficiently startling ,

We also learn from the same source of an extension of the postal

service in China under the control of the Department of Maritime

Customs ; and it is announced that the postal secretary is a

Frenchman named Monsieur Pery. The latter disclosure will ,

perhaps , explain how it is that France has lately been able to score

heavily in China in regard to matters postal .

People in this country and elsewhere may have been puzzled to

understand for what reason certain letters from China bore both

Chinese postage stamps and stamps of one of the foreign postal

agencies established at some of the Treaty ports. The answer is

simple . China is not yet a member of the Postal Union ; and its

postage stamps have not therefore been available for the prepayment

of postage on other than inland correspondence. A letter posted in

China addressed to a place abroad had accordingly to be prepaid in

Chinese postage stamps to cover the domestic rate, and in postage

stamps of one of the foreign agencies in payment of the Postal

Union rate. People in the interior of China could not, however,

always provide themselves with the requisite stamps ; and to meetthis

difficulty the Chinese Administration arranged that the total domestic

and foreign rate of postage should be prepaid in Chinese stamps,

itself supplying from a stock previously purchased from the agencies

mentioned above the proper amount of foreign stamps . It will be

recognized that the Chinese Administration had it in its power to

divert the international traffic into whichever channel it chose

English ( Hong Kong) , French , German , Japanese, or Russian ; and

its patronage was without doubta desirable acquisition to the repre

sentatives of the foreign agencies who had an eye to loom large in

their annual report to their principals. It now seems that France ,

by a smart move, has monopolized the whole of the traffic by

arranging to recognize Chinese stamps - for a consideration , of

as valid for the prepayment of the postage on

international correspondence. The Chinese Administration is by

this arrangement relieved from the trouble of affixing separate

stamps - a procedure which must have been full of difficulties

of all kinds; and the French Post Office becomes sole postal

agent for the Chinese Empire, both for outward and inward

correspondence.

course
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Natal Post Office Report, 1901.

THE
HE first thing that is looked for in a Post Office Report is , we

believe, the financial statement of the year's work. As a

rule we must say that for some inexplicable reason a bold , plain

confession whether or not there is a surplus of revenue

expenditure , is not easy to find. In this case, however, Mr. Frank

Brown, the Postmaster -General, does not beat about the bush . The

first paragraph of his report says that the postal revenue for the

financial year ended the 30th June, 1901 , amounted to£85,978 8s . Id . ,

and the expenditure to £ 59,585 16s. 11d . , leaving a credit balance of

£26,392 11s. 2d . This is of course very satisfactory, the more so
when it is stated that the estimated value of work done for other

Government departments for which no payment was made was

£13,754 , and that the postage value of newspapers conveyed free of

charge was between £7,000 and £8,000 .

During the year money order conventions were entered into with

British Central Africa and Ceylon , and parcel post conventions with

New Zealand and Ceylon . A parcel post convention is also being

arranged with the Australian Commonwealth ; and when it is

concluded, as it is expected to be shortly, it is anticipated that in

view of the increasing trade between the respective countries the

service will be popular.

On the telegraph side the balance in favour of the department

was £ 30,916 os. iod . , and the increase of work since 1899

amounted to more than 60 per cent.

THIS

New South Wales Post Office Report, 1900 .

‘HIS department has had another successful year, the credit

balance standing to its account being £97,136 8s . 2d . , which

represents a net increase over the year 1899 of £ 42,792 55. 7d .

An extraordinary item appears in the report, namely, a valuation

of the whole property of the department. The valuation was made

by the Postmaster-General in view of the transfer of the Post Office

to the Commonwealth ; the details are given below ; but the

figures are stated to be still subject to adjustment between the

Commonwealth and State Governments.

Land £447,838

Buildings 912,884

Telegraph and telephone lines and tunnels 1,200,859

Miscellaneous items (stores, etc., etc. ) 75,287...

£2,636,868

The Postmaster-General calculates that if interest at the rate of

31 per cent. on this full estimated value of all property were added

to the expenditure proper, including the amounts paid from votes of

other departments , the excess of expenditure over revenue would

amount to £17,960 IIs. But it is added that the Post Office
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performs a number of services for the public and for other

Government departments for which no monetary credit is taken in

the foregoing statement ; and it is thought that the expenditure they

entail is probably about £80,000.

During the year 441,925 money orders were issued and 435,768

were paid amounting respectively to £1,507,967 and £ 1,541,535,

and representing increases of 20,840 in number and £ 71,040 in

amount, and 16,913 in number and £74,933 in amount respectively

over the previous year . Savings bank business has also increased,

the number of deposits amounting to 465,866 of the total value of

£ 2,995,244, being an increase of 53,769 in the number and

£337,645 8s . 6d . in the amount over the business for 1899. The

total balance remaining to the credit of depositors at the end of the

year was £ 6,045,622 18s. 11d. , an increase of £ 560,587 gs . id. on

the previous year . The average balance of each depositor stands at

£30 Ios . 7.d.

The telephone appears to be extensively patronised in Sydney. A

new telephone switchboard supplied by the Western Electric

Company was connected up on the 26th of March . It is on the

branching system with self-restoring drops, and is fitted for 4,000

subscribers and 400 trunk lines. An unlimited service is allowed to

subscribers at very low rates ; and this has, it is stated, resulted in the

Central Exchange having become one of the heaviest worked

exchanges in theworld, taking the number of calls per subscriber as

a basis of comparison .

W

The Siamese Post Office .

E have been favoured with the perusal of a very elaborate

work upon the postal organization of the kingdom of

Siam, which appears to have been privately printed in or about

the year 1885 , under the supervision of the Siamese Legation at

Paris, by order of His Highness Prince Prisdang. The book was

printed in English by Messrs. William Clowes & Sons, Limited , of

London, and , judging from its appearance, no expense was spared

in its production . The tenor of its language is familiar to us, no

doubt because the Siamese postal system was modelled upon that of
the United Kingdom .

The Government of His Majesty Somdetch Phra Paramindr

Maha Chulalonkorn Phra Chula Chom Klao , King of Siam , first

awoke, in the year 1881 , to the idea of the benefits which might

accrue to the kingdom if it possessed a postal service. When His

Royal Highness Somdetch Phra Chao Nong Ya Tho Chao Fa

Bhanurangse Swangwongse Krom Hluang Bhanuphanduwongse

Wordej was appointed Minister for posts and telegraphs, the first

step was to establish a local post in Bangkok,and this event, according

to the official notice , signed by His Royal Highness Somdetch Phra

Chao Nong Ya Tho, &c. , &c . , &c. , took place on “ Saturday, the

ist day of the waxing moon of the 9th month of the year Goat, fifth

|

1

.



ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.
309

TH

of the decade of the year 1245 , of the civil era, corresponding to

the 4th August, 1883, of the Christian era . ”

The regulations are very similar to our own, except in one or two

instances . One exception is , that if any accident should happen

to any post -carriage, post-rider , post -boat , or postman , the residents

in the neighbourhood are bound to help, if called upon, under pain,

in case of refusal, of a fine of twenty ticals (60 francs ) or twenty

days' hard labour.

Telegraphs in the United States .

YELEGRAPH rates in the United States are, as a rule, very

high . The minimum charge there for a telegraphic message

is is. ; the rate per word is from id. to 3d. One of the witnesses

before the recent Industrial Commission made the following contrast

between the public telegraph system in England and the private

monopoly in America :

IN ENGLAND. IN THE UNITED STATES.

Low rates. High rates (twice as high) .

Good service. Poor service.

Extension of telegraphic facilities Facilities only for the classes.

to the masses.

Rapid growth ; 40 times as rapid Slow growth ; less that one-sixth

as the growth of the population, of the growth of the English

and four times as fast as the system .

growth of the letter mail .

Progressive improvement of Progressive maltreatment

labour. labour.

Harmonious, uninterrupted op Big strikes .

eration .

Large popular of the
The telegraph an adjunct of

telegraph. speculation .

A management aiming solely at A management aiming solely at

serving the people. serving themselves .

Moderate salaries for leading Exorbitant salaries for leading

officials . officials .

No big fortunes for telegraph The telegraph millionaire

manipulation . machine .

Universal satisfaction with the Universal discontent.

telegraph situation .

Public monopoly. Private monopoly.

Another Journal of a Tour to the Hebrides.

ROBABLY the most varied route a letter can follow in Great

Britain in ordinary course of post is that from any town in

the north of Scotland to the north end of the Island of South Uist

in the Outer Hebrides . For example, a letter for Eochar, South

Uist, posted in Aberdeen on a Sunday evening will be conveyed by

rail on Monday morning from Aberdeen to Kyle of Lochalsh on the
north-west coast. From Kyle it will be carried by steamer to

of

use

a

PRO
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Portree, Isle of Skye, where it will lie all night. On Tuesday

morning it will be put on board another steamer and carried round

the north coast of Skye to Lochmaddy, landing the letter there the

same afternoon . The letter has now reached the head office of the

district to which it is addressed ; but before sending it off on the

next stage of its journey we shall see how it would have reached

Lochmaddy if it had been posted in Aberdeen on Monday evening

instead of on Sunday. The Monday evening letter would have

reached Portree on Tuesday night by the same route and means as

the Sunday letter, but after lying over night there would have been

conveyed by a mail car across Skye to Dunvegan, whence it would

be transferred to a steamer and arrive in Lochmaddy at noon on

Wednesday.

From the head office at Lochmaddy on the afternoon it arrives

there the letter is despatched by a mounted postman, who conveys it

overland for eleven miles to Carinish in the south of the Island of

North Uist. The channel between North Uist and Benbecula has

here to be crossed . It is fordable at low tide and is named the

North Ford . Our letter on arrival at Carinish is transferred to

another postman , who conveys it across the North Ford to Nunton

in Benbecula, either by boat or on horseback, according to the state

of the tide. The distance from shore to shore when a boat can be

used is only 2 } miles . When the channel has to be forded the

distance is about 41 miles, in consequence of the route that has to

be followed to keep the proper track of the ford to avoid the quick

sands and the deep holes in the streams in the channel where the

sea is always running. The postman from Carinish to Nunton is

supposed to start immediately on the arrival of the postman from

Lochmaddy, and nominal hours for the service are fixed. But the

hours are uncertain and depend on the tide, at certain stages of

which , of course, neither a boat nor horse can be used - as the

official record baldly puts it, “ Hours somewhat uncertain on account

of the Ford.”

The duty of the Carinish and Nunton postman is probably one of

the most dangerous in Great Britain. The route lies along a

dangerous ford 41 miles in length , and the duty is performed

generally under wretched weather conditions . The everlasting rains

of the Outer Hebrides , the wild gales and storms of the Atlantic

winter , and the fogs in summer - enveloping the postman perhaps in

the middle of the ford — have to be faced. But our letter must be

got over sometime before 6.30 in the morning following the day of

its arrival at Carinish . In order that the dangerous nature of the

service may be fully understood, the graveyard at the ancient ruined

temple at Carinish should be visited. The men whose names are

recorded on the tomb-stones do not all rest in that out of the way

kirk -yard, for on almost every stone there is named a MacDonald , a

MacPhail or a MacAulay, of whom it is recorded that he was “ lost

in the ford .”

We are to suppose, however, that our letter has reached Nunton
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in due course on the evening of the day of its arrival at Carinish .

It remains at Nunton over night, and on the following morning a
mounted postman takes charge of it and sets out for Eochar. He

rides across Benbecula, and on arrival at Creagorry on the south

of the island he crosses the South Ford either by boat or

horse, according to the tide , and delivers the letter at Eochar in

South Uist. The South Ford is, I think , about three- quarters of a

mile across, and is not more dangerous than other sea fords are

it is quite different in this respect from the North Ford.

The route and means described above are, shortly, as follows :

Aberdeen Post Office to Aberdeen Railway Station by horse van .

Aberdeen Railway Station to Kyle of Lochalsh-rail .

3. Kyle to Portree (Skye) -steamer .

4. Portree (Skye) to Lochmaddy (North Uist) —Monday,

Wednesday, and Friday by mail car to Dunvegan , thence steamer to

Lochmaddy. Tuesday, Thursday, and Saturday direct steamer to

Lochmaddy.

5. Lochmaddy (North Uist) to Carinish ( North Uist)-mounted

postman.

6. Carinish (North Uist) to Nunton ( Benbecula)-mounted

postman or boat according to tide.

7. Nunton ( Benbecula ) to Creagorry (Benbecula)-mounted

postman .

8. Creagorry (Benbecula) to Eochar (South Uist) -mounted

postman or boat, according to tide. A.S.R.

The Last Mail Cart Parade.

OMEWHAT lengthy allusion having recently been made in

The Road to the last Mail Cart Parade through the streets of

London, the photograph we reproduce, taken after the inspection

in Victoria Park, in 1887, may be of interest to our readers. Many

of the figures appearing in the picture will be recognised as those of

prominent officials of the Service at the time . Although only

fourteen years have elapsed since the photograph was taken,

Death has played sad havoc with the group. The Right Hon.

H. C. Raikes, who was the Postmaster-General of the day, and before
whom the vehicles paraded , Sir Arthur Blackwood,

Mr. Rea, Mr. Pamphilon (Assistant-Controller ), Mr. Frederick Hill

(Postmaster of the Western District) , Mr. T. Angell, of Crimean

fame ( Postmaster of the South Western District) , Mr. T. Bell

(Postmaster of the Eastern District ) , and Mr. E. H. A. Fisher (the

well-known Superintendent of the Circulation Department), have all

joined the great majority. Of others represented in the picture,

some have since leſt the service to enjoy the pensions awarded to

them by a grateful country . Among them are Mr.J.J. Cardin , C.B. ,

Mr. F. E. Baines, C.B., Mr. T. E. Sifton , Mr. Leonard Bidwell

(Chief Clerk in the Secretary's Office), Mr. Compton ( Savings

Bank) , Mr. G. R. Smith (Returned Letter Office), Mr. W. H. Grey

(Sub-Controller , London Postal Service ) , Mr, Knight , Mr. Orsman ,

SON

were
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and Capt . Dickson (Supervisors of Mail Cart Services) , and Mr. R. H.

Salmon (Postmaster of the Northern District) .

Discernible in various parts of the group are Mrs. Raikes,

Miss Blackwood and Mrs. Baines. Of present officials there are

Sir Robert Hunter, Mr. Langton, Mr. T. Bokenham, of Somerset

House, Mr. J. C. Badcock, Č.B., now Controller of the London

Postal Service,Mr. J. W. Crawford, Mr. W. J. Pounds, Mr. L. B.

Sealy, Mr. A. Hunter, and Mr. A. H.Powell . Mr. Millen, the able

representative of the Daily News, is also recognisable .

It may be of interest to mention that when , one hundred years

ago, England was rejoicing, as it is at this time, that peace had taken

place under the treaty known to history as the Peace of Amiens,

signed on March 27th , 1802 , by Lord Cornwallis, on the State

Proclamation Day in London the Mail Coaches paraded before the

Palace, in view of their Majesties, and “ the whole of the coachmen

and guards, being in new rich liveries , the general appearance was

exceedingly gratifying."
R. C. TOMBS.

The Victorian Postage Stamp.

E take the following from the Daily Newsof the 17th April :

“ Some unpublished verses , entitled “ The Old Postage

Stamp,' have come into our hands, from which we cannot resist

quoting a few lines. They have been in private circulation, but the

name of the writer, which is a well -known one, we are not at liberty

to give.

“ Farewell , dear face, which we have known

Familiar as our mother's own,

Through Life's long chequered years the same,

Far reaching as the English name !

“ What joy, what sorrow, or what care,

Approached us, but thou too wast there ?

What tears above thee oft were shed ,

What laughing lisps thy missives read .

“ Thy shelter was the lover's breast,

Or “ 'neath the mourner's pillow pressed,

Or blurred and tattered, frayed and worn ,

To far -off regions thou wast borne.

“ A million homes have felt the thrill

Of thy sweet presence, mute and still ,

A sympathy which seemed to bind

Both high and low of human kind .

Aye , in the cold and heartless throng ,

Whence love of gain drives hate of wrong,

There came with that pure , queenly face,

Some consecration to the place.

" And even in darkest haunts of sin

To thy bright spirit least akin,

' Twas something if thine image brought

The gospel of some better thought.”
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James Russell Lowell on Anthony Trollope.

E are indebted to Mr. Lewin Hill for the following extract

from the recent Life of James Russell Lowell ( Vol. 2,

p. 82 ). Mr. Hill thinks it much the best description of Anthony

Trollope, forty -five years ago, that he has come across. It vividly

reminds him of Trollope's demeanour when, as a surveyor, he paid

occasional visits to the Secretary's Office . At the presenttime there are

probably not more than half a dozen men in the Post Office service

who knew Trollope.

“ I dined the other day with Anthony Trollope, a big, red -faced,

rather underbred Englishman of the bald -with- spectacles type. A

good , roaring positive fellow who deafened me (sitting on his right)

till I thought of Dante's Cerberus. He says he goes to work on a

novel “ just like a shoemaker on a shoe, only taking care to make

honest stitches. ' Gets up at five every day, does all his writing

before breakfast, and always writes just so many pages a day. He

and Dr. Holmes were very entertaining. The autocrat started one

or two hobbies, and charged, paradox in rest—but it was pelting a

rhinoceros with seed-pearl.

“ Dr. “ You don't know what Madeira is in England ? '

“ T. “ I'm not so sure it's worth knowing. '

“Dr. ' Connoisseurship in it with us is a fine art .
There are

men who will tell you a dozen kinds, as Dr. Waagen would know a

Carlo Dolci from a Guido. '

“T. “ They might be better employed.'

“Dr. Whatever is worth doing, is worth doing well.'

“ T. “ Aye, but that's begging the whole question . I don't admit

it's worse doing at all. If they earn their bread by it , it may be

worse doing ' (roaring) .

“ Dr. “ But you may be assured

' T. ' No, but I mayn't be asshored. I won't be asshored . I don't

intend to be asshored ' (roaring louder) .

“ And so they went it. It was very funny. Trollope wouldn't give

him any chance. Meanwhile Emerson and I , who sat between them,

crouched down out of range and had some very good talk, with the

shot hurtling overhead. I had one little passage at arms with T.

apropos of English peaches. T. ended by roaring that England

was the only country where such a thing as a peach or grape was
known. I appealed to Hawthorne, who sat opposite. His face

mantled and trembled for a moment with some droll fancy, as one

sees bubbles rise and send off rings in still water when a turtle stirs

at the bottom, and then he said , ' I asked an Englishman once who

who was praising their peaches to describe to meexactly what he

meant by a peach , and he described something very like a cucumber.'

I rather liked Trollope." ( September 1861. )
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Some Strange Addresses.

'HE following is a literal translation of addresses of six native

letters in the General Post Office, Calcutta. The first three are

written in Bengallee and the others in Persian :

To the blessed feet of the most worshipful younger uncle

Casheenauth Banerjea.

The Letter from Calcutta to be given to the Ghat Darogah at
Krishnaghur, whom may it reach . Let no delay happen . The

postage of the Letter is to be there given .

To the prosperous son, Madhub Chunder Biswas, may his life be

perpetual.

The Letter to be sent to Zillah Nuddea, Soornee, and to reach

the said dearest Biswas, at the house of the late Sreenauth Biswas.

The Letter is urgent, so let no delay occur.

To the sacred feet of the chief worshipful, the respected brother,

Gooroopershad Singh .

The Letter to be given at Calcutta in the direction of Jorasanko ,

at the house of Tarinee Sen-on arrival at which the said Singh will

receive it . The Letter is an urgent one, so let it reach quickly.

Through the favor of God-May this cover, having arrived at

Burdwan, close to Khanpookhureea , and reached Chhukka Moollah,

be presented to , and read by the blessed light of my eys , Meean

Booddhoo, may the Almighty protect him.

Let this letter, having arrived at the city of Calcutta, in Tiretta's

Bazar, Foujdarry Balakhanah, at the house of Ally Baboo Bengallee,

from thence be offered to the most sacred notice of my most

worshipful and respected father, my Mecca and place of worship

his highness Shaikh Mudarun (the servant of Ally Baboo) , maythe

Almighty spare his prosperity.

If the Almighty pleases -- Let this envelope, having arrived at the

city of Calcutta, in the neighbourhood of Calootolah, at the counting

house of Sirajoodeen and Ilahdad , merchants, be offered to and read

by the happy light of my eyes, of virtuous manners, and beloved of

the heart - Meean Shaikh Inayut Ally, may his life be long. Written

on the tenth of the blessed Rumzan, Saturday in the year 1266 of

the Hegira of our Prophet , and despatched as Bearing. Having

without loss of time paid the postage and received the letter, you

will read it, and having abstained from food or drink , considering it

forbidden to you, you will convey yourself to Jaunpoor , and you

will know this to be a strict injunction .



LEONARD BARNES. W. BRADFIELD .

L. INCLEDON. E. G. RICHARDSON .

SOME ACCOUNTANTS.

[ To face page 314.
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“ Auld Lichts.”

N these days of higher educational standards and technical

certificates it is pleasant to call to mind the genial easy- going

postal official of the days of my assistantship-gentlemen who, under

the inexorable superannuation rules and from other causes , are fast

disappearing from our ranks.

The “auld lichts " were mostly men who had risen from the ranks

to the responsibilities of office in the large business city, and great

was their faith in " rankers.” They had little sympathy with those

highly superior persons who never missed a chance of sneering at

the aspiring telegraph messenger or postman. Every lad with brains

and ambition was, by the “ auld lichts,” encouraged and helped,

with the result that many of them are to-day among the most able

and practical officials in the service,

The first reminiscence that comes to my mind is of a genial

be-whiskered gentleman of the old Scotch school , vainly endeavouring

to extricate his portly body from the embrace of a rather narrow

armchair at a town sub - office, whither he had come to examine the

accounts. “ Deed an this is a ticht fit, maister ! ” he remarked with

a laugh , when the sub-postmaster advanced to help him.

A strong point with our G.O.M. was his deferential manner in

addressing communications to headquarters. The writer can well

remember how serious a view his chief took when an abrupt style

was adopted in returning papers. The bald statement “ Read.

Papers returned " was altered to “ Read . I beg leave to return the

papers ” with the admonition to the writer, “ Ceevility costs naething,

ma man, an' gangs a long way." I remember that once I was caught

imitating the wellknownsignature of the late Mr. W. R. Mitford.

This gentleman , it will be remembered, formed the initials “ R.M."

in a very neat and peculiar combination . “ Doon - richt forgery, ma

man ! Ye'll get yersel an' me into trouble. Hoo could ye ’ dae sic

a thing ? ” was my chief's address to me. Never again did he

catch me imitating the surveyor's signature.

When the imprudence or impudence of a youngster demanded it ,

our chief would " let him down ” very quietly . It is said of one

very ambitious clerk, who was for ever dunning the “ old man ” for

promotion, that , one day, having applied for a post rather above his

abilities, he was called into the office. Looking at the candidate

very closely for a few seconds, the chief quietly remarked, “ Man

Pat, the Postmaster -Generalship’s vacant enoo . Dae ye no think

ye'd gang in for that ? ” History is silent as to the reply !

Our chief clerk , too, was a canny going, sure and steady member

of the “ auld licht ” fraternity . His hand-writing would plainly

reveal to the graphologist patience , perseverance and industry ; neatly

formed letters, deliberately made capitals, sentences punctuated with

extreme care were the rule with him throughout. His endorsements

were like pages taken out of a copybook . I can well recall an

instance of how he “soft soaped an irate German greencloth

merchant. The German growled and fumed about something which

2
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he could not get old Peter to do. Having allowed the angry

gentleman to exhaust hisvocabulary and his temper, the chief clerk

said in blandest tones, “ We canna dae't, Mr. " Bunkum !

Red tape ! Red tape ! ” was the angry rejoinder, to which Peter

very mildly replied, “ Juist that, sir ! But ye see we're bund wi ' ' t ,

man ! ”

A. T. M.

Abingdon-on-Thames.

Puzzle Addresses.

Fo.7 PATH

ONLY

(Sh
ai
l

I ev
er

he
t

at
2

urella

VORA

CN LONDON

M ,
R. J. , of Leigh, Lanc. , has kindly sent us an

envelope, of which the above is a copy, with the following

explanation : “ It is from a soldier in South Africa to his wife, who

was residing at Leigh , Lancashire. It will be seen from the cover

that he understands telegraphy, the town of destination being

written in the Morse code. The first portion of the address shows a

man aiming at the target. He has missed it three times, which

denotes Mrs. The second is to illustrate a field with a fence round

it , showing the necessary 66 stiles ” from one field to another,

- Stiles ” being the man's surname. The third is intended for three

fir trees, and the fourth for a lane, the address reading 3 , Firs Lane.

The complete address is :

66 Mrs. Stiles,

3, Firs Lane ,

“ Leigh , Lancashire."

The letter was delivered in due course of post.

66
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Is there still Room for Improvement ?

THI
HE amusing results of the average Yankee's attempts to express

himself in English have been made known to us in many an

anecdote at our cousins' expense ; but emanations from official

quarters are naturally expected to be irreproachable , and we believe

that generally it would be as hard to findfault with the construction

of the language used by the United States Post Office in its official

correspondence as with the masterpieces of English composition

produced in some quarters of our own department. The evolution of

the instructions on the face of the post-cards issued by the United

States bears witness, however, to the severe struggle which often

occurs in the endeavour to express a simple statement in brief and

accurate terms. The first post- cards circulated , so the Stamp

Collector's Fortnightly tells us , bore the following inscription :

“ Address only on this side — the message on the other."

This masterpiece of diction met with so much criticism that it was

early changed to :

Nothing but the address can be placed on this side.”

The humour of this statement was so palpable that the Post Office

soon set itself the task of producing, in place of it , an instruction

worthy of its claim to be a sober department ; and the next set of

cards appeared with the legend :

* Nothing but the address on this side . "

But the public would have none of this, and the department

resolved in desperation to stand or fall by the following :

“ This side for address only."

Now this showed a decided improvement on previous attempts ;

but the desire for brevity robbed the sentence of precision, and when

in 1874 new cards were prepared, the public found instructions on

the front to the effect that

“ This side is for the address only."

This very satisfactory outcome of such prolonged effort still holds

good ; but when it is remembered that under the Postal Union

Convention the sender of a post-card is allowed to place his name

and address on the front, in addition to the name and address of the

addressee, the United States Post Office will no doubt again tuck up

its sleeves and make another bid for success.

Are Appearances always Deceitful ?

'HE Daily Chronicle of the 24th May is responsible for the

66

,
journals, the figures and features of Cabinet Ministers in the flesh

are quite unfamiliar to the general public. ' Joe ' is probably the

only one of them who is readily recognised, though of course the

Premier's striking person and the Lord Chancellor's combination of

width and wisdom ' would make them notableanywhere. Yesterday

Mr. Chamberlain was the sole member of the Government who

aroused any curiosity among the crowd in Downing Street. Most of

the others passed, even on foot, quite unnoticed. When a tall,

6
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handsome, florid gentleman in travelling dress drove up to the

Foreign Office in a brougham , got out, dropped a packet ofletters in

the mud , and recovered all but one, which a policeman restored,

somebody said in jest, “ That might be the Postmaster-General.'

It was.”

A Ballade of Bad Pens.

Does all the blame of silence lie

With Joseph Gillott's wares ? Do ye,

O " Anchor,” “ M ,” and “ F ” deny

Assistance, and conspire with glee,

High up a figurative tree

To place my friends ? Misfortune rules

Their efforts then ! Or do we see

Unwilling workmen blame their tools ?

They curse a cross-nibbed “ J ” and cry

A murrain on a limping “ G ” ;

Each time they write, a stylus shy

Offends ; I weary of the plea !

Are all bad pens reserved for me,

Amon égard alone the pools

Of ink dried up ? Mark this decree ,

“ Unwilling workmen blame their tools ! ”

Good friends on whom I most rely

For urban news , more prolix be ;

Nor, perjured, swear that ink is dry,

That “ Pickwick ," “ Owl,” and “ Waverlee,”

Grey Silurian ” will not flee .

Are men of implements the fools ?

No ! No ! All copy-books agree,

Unwilling workmen blame their tools ! ”

Envoy.

Prince of all friends that wast, must we

Acknowledge old affection cools ?

My “fountain pen " proclaims to thee ,

• Unwilling workmen blame their tools ! '

J. P. JUNIOR.

Another Budding Man of Letters.

E have often wondered whether there is any subtle connection

between bad writing and fine writing. Certainly some of our

greatest authors have written vilely. The thought is apparently too

absorbing for any regard to be paid to form . Here are the replies

of a sorting clerk on the T.P.O. to reports made against him in

respect of certain registered letter irregularities :

“ The Chief Superintendent,

“ In spite of my resolute endeavours to bring the com

mission of these and kindred errors to the irreducible minimum,

O'er 66

WI
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this unfortunate occurrence has now cropped up. This is, to me,

distinctly discouraging, because, prima facie, the inference seems

almost irresistibly forced upon one, that my endeavours have relaxed

into perfunctoriness. That, however , is not so.

“ An intercurrent incident of an unprecedentedly heavy duty on

this date having to be successfully grappled with , under the most

enervating meteorological conditions, was a potent distraction .
Before the end of thisjourney, we were utterly jaded. The outward

entry of registered letters was performed in a feverish flurry — any

support, horizontal, perpendicular, or inclined at any angle, being

utilized as a temporary desk in order to save time — during the

gasping intervals snatched from the sorting. Hence the blurred
entries.

“ On this latter head I acknowledge the justice of your rebuke,

andwill, at all hazards, take more time for the advisal and receipt of

regd . letters.”

“ The Chief Superintendent,

“ In the light of the information elicited in the progress of this

case, I now hasten to proffer a solution indicating the sources of

error, not only in this but in the other cases of omission which have

been so exasperatingly frequent of late.

“ I believe there are now five or six records identifying me with

blunders of this kind , and I have been utterly nonplussed in

attempting to excogitate a hypothesis that would suggest a solution

of these irregularities."

Miss Cadd.

HE recent retirement of Miss Cadd, Postniistress of Bideford,

severs an interesting connection with the Post Office, for

although she only actually held the appointment for about 10 years,

she has been more or less associated with the post office there for

more than 40 years.

Her father was postmaster of the town from 1860 to 1892 , and for

a considerable portion of that time he was a chemist as well , and

conducted both businesses in a shop which has been replaced by the

imposing building which was erected for the Post Office by the

trustees of the famous old Bideford Bridge.

In that chemist's shop the postmaster dispensed postage stamps

and pills with equal geniality and courtesy, and though in the later

years of his life his daughter relieved him of a large part of his

work and wrote his reports, he liked to sign the report himself even

though she had to guide his hand while he did so.

The double nature of the business carried on in the shop lent

interest even to the prosaic purchase of a postage stamp, when the

transaction was accompanied at the other end of the counter by the

chatter of old women from the country describing their ailments in

plain terms to Miss Cadd's brother, who was general dispenser and

apparently counsellor to many anxious wives and mothers.

In matters pertaining to the post office, however, the "

TH

mere

Y
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man " occupied actually, if not legally, a subordinate position , for

with equal decision and sprightliness Miss Cadd managedthe public,

the staff, and the postmaster, and kept them all inorder without

question.

When Miss Cadd formally succeeded her father she did so with a

thorough knowledge of the work , and with the cordial assent of the

townspeople, and she has throughout her tenure of appointment

maintained excellent relations with the public and the staff without

forfeiting in any way the trust reposed in her.

By her business capacity and good judgment she won the

confidence of those who had official relations with her, and her natural

Miss CADD .

vivacity and alertness were always in evidence . These qualities were

happily in no way impaired by a very serious carriage accident which

occurred to her when travelling on official business a few years ago,

and which no doubt was to some extent responsible for the ill-health
which has now caused her retirement.

Miss Cadd was presented with a handsome clock by the members

of her staff at Bideford and its sub -offices ; and with befitting

ceremony the Mayor of Bideford presented her publicly with a

large silver epergne as a token of the esteem in which she is held by

the townspeople. It is with the utmost cordiality that all who

know Miss Cadd wish her a long and happy retirement in her native

town after the burden and heat of the day .
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Mr. William Clarke.

FTER a service of twenty-eight years Mr. William Clarke, late

chief clerk at the Windsor PostOffice, has, at his own request,

in consequence of indifferent health , been superannuated. He

served first at his native town, Newton Abbot, where his father was a

printer and proprietor of the local paper. From there he went to

Maidenhead,and in 1875 was transferred to Windsor, where he has

held the chief clerkship for eighteen years. He was associated with

several Post Office societies, and was much respected by his friends
and the public.

Mr. A. S. Proberts.

R.A.S. PROBERTS, who is retiring from the postmastership

of Grimsby, after a service of 45 years, is one of the last

of the old E. and I.T. Co.'s officials now in the service, having joined

the Bradford Office of that company as a learner in 1856 , just before

the Morse alphabet was brought into general use . He learnt the

old code on one of the large double needle instruments then in use.

He went on to Leeds and then to Batley, where a telegraph

instrument had never previously been seen. He served also at

Dewsbury and at Liverpool and travelled as charge clerk between

Euston and Carlisle . Then he came to the London Stock Exchange

Office, where he remained until the opening of the new G.P.O.

West. He was appointed an assistant superintendent in the new

gallery, and he retains a vivid recollection of the chaos that reigned

there during the first few days. He has remembrances of

Mr. Scudamore pacing the floor with anxious face far into the night .

In 1885 Mr. Proberts was appointed postmaster of Normanton,

and in 1892 he was promoted to Grimsby. On his retirement the

staff have presented him with a handsome oak writing table and an

illuminated address . We wish him happiness in his retirement.

Mr. James Walby.

N Sunday afternoon , the 9th March last, Mr. James Walby,

Superintending Engineer of the Northern District of Ireland ,

passed peacefully away after a few days illness, to the great grief of

his family and the sorrow of many intimate friends He had been

engaged for the previous week or two in superintending repairs to
his lines after a severe snowstorm and contracted a chill .

Mr. Walby entered the service of the Electric Telegraph Co. so

long ago as March, 1853 , under Theodore G. de Chesnel (who

preceded Mr. E. Graves) in the Northern District of England and of

Scotland, and subsequently served at Hull and at York as clerk -in

charge till September, 1870, when he joined the Engineering Staff of

the Irish District, under the Divisional Engineer , Mr. Sanger, and

became Superintendent of the Metropolitan District . On the

retirement of Mr. Sanger in 1882 , when Ireland was divided into

three Engineering Districts, Mr. Walby was appointed to the charge

of the Northern District with headquarters at Belfast, and was
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responsible for nearly the whole of the Great Northern, the Belfast

and County Down, the Belfast and Northern Counties and other

railway systems on which the Post Office maintains wires, instruments

and block -signals for the railway companies, in addition to its own

plant.

In this position, Mr. Walby made many friends by his amiability

and able conduct of affairs. Although of a very retiring disposition

and troubled much of late years withasthma, he was always cheerful

and, in his quiet way, very humorous. He had a very high ideal of

MR. J. WALBY.

his duty and earnestly and conscientiously devoted himself to his

official work and the interests of his staff.

Mr. Walby made many suggestions in his time to the Engineer-in

Chief for improvements in working for which he received thanks.

He never seemed happier than in following the intricacies of plans

of “ repeaters ” or other system or when in the middle of some stiff

re-arrangements of circuits. He was an eminently straightforward

man , a good and loyal friend , generous and helpful in his private

capacity wheregood could be done, and an excellent and experienced

officer whose place will not be easily filled. He had been looking

forward to retirement and rest early in 1903 , after 50 years'

service .
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Mr. C. T. Fleetwood . *

THETreasury regulation enforcingageretirementhas againbeen

of the State in the person of Mr. C. T. Fleetwood, Superintending

Engineer of the Metropolitan District.

Mr. Fleetwood entered the service of the Electric and International

Telegraph Company in 1854 and served as a telegraph clerk under

the superintendency of Mr. (now Sir) William H. Preece in the South

Western District . In 1806 he was removed to Stafford , with the title

of sub -inspector, and given charge of the North-Western Railway

Telegraphs, including the signalling apparatus, in the area bounded

by Rugby, Crewe, Stafford and Shrewsbury. He did not remain at

Stafford for many years, as in 1868 he was brought back to London ,

made an inspector, and placed in the instrument galleries of the

Electric Telegraph Co. , in Telegraph Street, where he gained the

experience that enabled him to carry out the work of concentrating

the systems of the various Telegraph Companies and making

provision for the large increase of circuits attending the transfer of

the companies to the Post Office in January , 1870. Subsequently

he was sent in 1873 to the new building at the corner of Newgate

Street, now known as G.P.O. West, to supervise the wiring and to

make all necessary preparations for the transfer of the whole of the

circuits from the central station in Telegraph Street to the present

station. It was decided to effect the transfer at 10 p.m. on a

Saturday night without any interruption to 75 working circuits.

These circuits were transferred within the space of seven minutes,

and work was carried on as smoothly as if nothing unusual had

occurred. The whole of the other circuits with apparatus were

completely transferred by 4 o'clock the following morning. For the

excellent manner in which the change was effected he received

special commendation from the then Postmaster -General ( Lyon

Playfair ).

In the following year he was entrusted with the charge of the

whole underground plant of the Metropolitan District, con

sisting of buried wires and pneumatic tubes ; and during the

next few years he personally supervised the large extensions of

underground wires and pipes to Hounslow, Uxbridge, Barnet,
Wanstead Flats , Bromley and Raynes Park . In 1887 he was

promoted to be Assistant Superintending Engineer, London, and on

the retirement of Mr. H. Eaton, in 1894, was made Superintending

Engineer.

During the Diamond Jubilee, Mr. Fleetwood received the thanks

of the Postmaster -General for having successfully provided a large

number of circuits at very short notice. In connection with this

celebration there is one item of interest which may be worth

recording. It will be remembered that Queen Victoria desired to

send a message to the Colonies when sheset out from Buckingham

* A portrait of Mr. Fleetwood appeared in our Volume X. , at page 199.
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Palace, and to meet this requirement five circuits were provided from

the central station to five submarine offices. About this time

Mr. Fleetwood had in his possession a piece of the original five

wires laid underground by Messrs. Cooke and Wheatstone in 1837

between Euston and Camden. He inserted one of these wires in

each of the circuits, so that the Queen's message of 1897 passed

through the original telegraph wires laid in 1837 .

Mr. Fleetwood during his long official career never spared himself

when engaged on work for the good of the department, and his

experience accumulated thereby has proved of the greatest advantage

to the Service. X.

Bravery

N connection with the great fire at Dublin , which broke out

I shortly before ita.me on the list of Januarynlast hät the old rapers
establishment of Messrs. Todd Burns & Co. , in Mary Street,

Mr. Edward O'Neill , assistant inspector of telegraph messengers, at

great personal risk , saved the life of a very old woman who lived

MR. E. O'NEILL .

in an upper storey of a house on the opposite side of the street,

which had been set on fire by the falling embers. The old woman,

who is 80 years of age, was too feeble to escape unaided, and when

the other occupants of the house fled in terror she was left behind.

Mr. O'Neill, who lived next door, and who had only just time to

escape from his house in scanty attire, on learning how matters stood,

gallantly entered the burning house, succeeded in rescuing the old

woman, and carried her through the streets to a place of safety .

The woman had only just been removed , when the front walls of

Messrs . Todd Burns' premises collapsed , the falling masonry crashing

through the house from which the rescue had been effected .

Mr. O'Neill, for his plucky action , has been awarded the certificate

of the Royal Society for the protection of life from fire, together

with a suitable money gift, the presentation being made by
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Mr. Egerton, Secretary to the Post Office in Ireland . Mr. Oatway,

Controller of the Telegraph Office, Dublin, who called attention

to the case, was also present .

The Scottish Postmasters.

THE
HE Annual Dinner of the Scottish Postmasters was held in

the Windsor Hotel, Edinburgh , on Friday evening , the

23rd May, some thirty -five or so of the postmasters being present.

The guests included Mr. E. D. Thomson and Mr. E. O. Lenton, of

the Secretary's Office , Edinburgh , Mr. H. T. Gibb , Accountant,

Mr. E. Campbell, Superintending Engineer, Mr. J. W. Hyde,

Controller , Mr. C. G. Clark , Examiner, Accountant's Branch,

Mr. J. W. Plackett, Controller of Telegraphs, Mr. J. Williamson ,

Chief Postal Superintendent, and Mr. P. Taylor, Storekeeper, all

of Edinburgh . The chair was occupied by Mr. W. E. Reeves,

Postmaster of Inverness , the capital of the Highlands, and Mr. F.

Holloway, Postmaster of Leith , occupied the vice- chair.

The usual loyal toasts having been honoured, Mr. James Hunter,

Postmaster of Newton-Stewart, proposed “ The Imperial Forces,"

which was responded to by an old veteran volunteer, Mr. J. Kinnear ,

Postmaster of Kelso ; while the health of the Postmaster-General

was cordially pledged in response to the call of Mr. Gibb .

Mr. J. W. Hyde, in giving the “ Post Office Service," dealt with the

practical and executive side of the department , referred to some of

its historical aspects, and said that the postmasters might be held to

be an epitome of the whole Post Office work , inasmuch as all the

threads of every branch of the work that had to be carried on were

led into the hands of the postmasters. Mr. Hyde had also a word

to say for the rank and file in the service , without whom they could

not get along. The behaviour of these men was very good, their

attendance splendid, and their willingness to help in cases of

difficulty was really very creditable. As illustrating the interest

and anxiety some men took in their work , Mr. Hyde told an

excellent little story of a hoist attendant in the Edinburgh Office,

who met with a boating accident while on holiday, and had been

with difficulty resuscitated after being pulled out of the water. On

being questioned afterwards by Mr. Hyde, who was curious to know

what his last thoughts were before losing consciousness , he replied ,

“ I mind, Sir, the last thing I thought on was that I heard the bell

ringing for me to send up the hoist.” Mr. E. D. Thomson made a

happy speech in reply, and in the course of his remarks stated that

the Post Office, in addition to its multifarious work, had proved itself

to be a military force which nobody could afford to despise or over

look—an assistance to the crown , not only in a civil, but in a military

capacity. Mr. J. B. Hegarty, the genial postmaster of the Granite

City, proposed in his usual racy style “ The Guests,” and Mr. E.

Campbell gave an interesting reply .

It was agreed that the next annual dinner should be held in

Edinburgh, and Mr. Richardson, Postmaster of Dunfermline, was
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appointed secretary, in room of Mr. MacPherson , of Falkirk, who

intimated his resignation of that office. A special vote of thanks was

accorded the latter gentleman , to whose energy much of the success

of these annual gatherings has been due.

Tunbridge Wells.

"HREE years ago some members of the staff at the Tunbridge

Wells Post Office took steps.to found a library for the use of

all officers connected with the local service, and we are pleased to

say that much success has attended the effort. Through the kindness

of friends and well -wishers, a permanent library numbering 250
volumes has been established .

Advantageous arrangements have been made with Messrs . W. H.

Smith and Sons , whereby a constant supply of current literature is

provided, and during the last few weeks a further development has

taken place in the formation of a magazine club, in order that members

may have the opportunity of reading some of the best of these

publications. The subscription is a nominal one of 3 /- a year only.

The Tunbridge Wells staff has for many years maintained amongst

themselves a very successful cricket club, which includes two or

three of the best known local players. This club is well supported

by many of the influential inhabitants of the town . In connection

with these Post Office institutions, an annual concert is arranged by

an enthusiastic member of the staff, Mr. D. Richardson . The third

concert took place in April last, with most successful results. The

whole of the programme, including its artistic embellishment, was

supplied from members of the Post Office service, and the biggest
building in the town was crowded .

The financial outcome of the concert enables the committees of

the library and cricket club to show very satisfactory balance sheets .

We have chronicled these doings in the hope that other centres may

be encouraged to follow in the steps of the Tunbridge Wells staff.

A Telegraph Training College.

R. HARRHY'S extremely interesting article in this number

on the opening there is in South Africa for telegraphists

will set many of our readers thinking of acquiring some knowledge

of telegraphy. We accepted an invitation some days ago to visit
the South London ( Inland and Submarine) Telegraph Training

College, Saltoun Road, Brixton ,and we did so, not because we were

thinking of emigrating but for the reason that we were interested in

the pluck and abilityshown by the principal, Mr. Charles B. Ward .

Mr. Ward, some years ago, was compelled to leave the service of

the Post Office through ill health . He was for months laid up owing

to a severe football accident. When he recovered sufficiently to think

of working for his daily bread , his stock -in -trade consisted of his

experience gained as a telegraphist, and as opportunity to practice

was shut out from him, he decided to become a teacher of telegraphy.

And now after several years hard work, in which he has been assisted

MR.
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by his father, Mr. A. W. Ward, a superintendent of T.S. , he has a

flourishing College with trained and experienced instructors and the

most up -to-date instruments. Mr. Ward has at present a large

numberof students who are being trained for the Cape service . He

makes a speciality of submarine telegraphy and has supplied the

cable companies with numbers of telegraphists carefully trained for

their work. He obtains over a hundred appointments every year

for his pupils . A number of these enter the private service of

postmasters and sub-postmasters, but his chief business is with cable

companies and foreign telegraph systems. The College being

divided into many rooms, the students are sending and receiving

messages from one building to another, exactly as they would have

to do in public offices. The Siphon Recorder system is installed ,

and there is also a small telephone exchange. There is a house for

resident students , and the College is open for tuition from 10 a.m.

to 9 p.m. It is clearly not the end of all things for a man when he

loses his appointment in the Service , and Mr. Ward must now regard

his football accident as the turning point in his fortunes.

A Cape Colony Post Office.

HE picture reproduced here has reached us from Mr. Cockson ,

the postmaster of Engcobo, Tembuland, Cape Colony, and

represents the post office under his charge. The village of Engcobo

consists oftwenty houses, fourshops, two hotels, a church , a freemasons'

lodge and a school ; and the population , including that of the

THI

4JB

from photophe

Post AND TELEGRAPH OFFICE, ENGCOBO, TEMBULAND.

surrounding district , totals from 400 to 500 whites , and about

50,000 Kaffirs. Money order and savings bank business was

commenced in the village in 1884 ; and the telegraph was extended

to it on the 17th of May, 1894. Normally the business of the place

is small, but since the outbreak of the war activity has prevailed

through its heretofore quietways. At one time it was the head

quarters of the Tembuland Field Force.
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The Rescue of Hainault Forest.

N The Speaker for the 21st June there is an interesting article

Sir Robert makes a special appeal to the Londoner to exercise

foresight in the matter. He points to the numerous open spaces

which have been secured for London during the last few years, but

he rubs in the fact that high building prices had to be paid for them ,

as at the time of acquisition population was swarming around the

places acquired. In the case of Hainault Forest, " the advancing

step of London is but heard in the distance," and it can be

purchased for £20,000 , representing about £25 per acre. This is

less than bare agricultural value . Mr. E. N. Buxton has a scheme

for securing the Forest for Londoners , and it is hoped that next session

it may take shape and be placed before Parliament. Sir Robert

draws attention to the tremendous increase in the populations of the

districts adjoining the Eastern district of London. West Ham ,

for instance , has a population exceeding that of the Transvaal.

“Romford, once a sleepy little market town, now numbers 13,000

inhabitants, an increase of some 30 per cent, in the last decade .”

And here in Hainault Forest is the natural playground of these vast

populations. Are we to wait until London touches the Forest before

we purchase, or are we for once going to look ahead and provide for
our successors ? These are the questions Sir Robert asks, and we

wish him success in his attempt to convince the ratepayers. So

much has been done by him and others in the past in the same

direction that we believe “ the rescue will be accomplished.

N

Odds and Ends.

OW that the question of a Volunteer Reserve is being

seriously considered, it is of interest to record that

Mr. Henry Taten , a late member of the staff of the Accountant

General's Department, has been a most consistent advocate ofthe

proposal, andhas devoted much time to bringing the matter before

competent authorities. Earl Wemyss, in a recent letter, acknow

ledged Mr. Taten's good work in assisting to bring forward this new

scheme for the defence of the country.

*

AT
T the Magazine Dinner Mr. Buxton Forman said that while

Sir Arthur Blackwood and Sir Spencer Walpole were

favourable to literature, he could not speak for Sir George Murray,

but perhaps, he added , Sir George does a good deal of literary work

of which we do not hear. We can set Mr. Forman's misgivings at

rest, for Sir George Murray is announced as one of the contributors

to the new volume of the Encyclopædia Britannica . So, also, we are

pleased to see, is Sir Robert Hunter.
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WE
E are pleased to notice in the results lately published

of the Cambridge Mathematical Tripos, the name of

Mr. P. McCandlish Wilson, scholar of Clare College, Cambridge.

Mr. Wilson, who is the second son of the Postmaster of Leeds, and

passed with honours his examination for the B.A. degree, has now

obtained second place in the Senior Optimes. He was born in

Liverpool in 1861, and was educated at Derby School and Hymer's

College, Hull .

E have to record with great regret the death of Mr. E. Stirling

Coyne, of the Savings Bank Department, on the 26th April

last. Mr. Coyne was well known to a great number of Civil Servants.

He was one of the Secretaries of the Civil Service Dinner ; he had

been for years associated with the management of the Civil Service

Sports, and he was a familiar figure at all social gatherings. One of

the latest of official functions that he attended was our own Magazine

Dinner. Mr. Coyne was a son of the late Mr. Stirling Coyne, the
dramatist.

*

WE
E note with pleasure that Mr. T. M. Plucknett, the popular

Secretary of the Post Office Benevolent Fund, won the
veterans' race at the Civil Service Sports on the 14th June last. For

the first time for 21 years the race was won from scratch . Lord

Alverstone, in giving Mr. Plucknett the prize, mentioned that he

himself was a Civil Servant, and that if he had recollected the fact in

time he might have entered for the race and taken the prize himself.

Lord Alverstone was a distinguished athlete in his younger days, and

he could make such a remarkwithout being accused of facetiousness.

*

HE literary merits of a T.P.O. sorter's explanation for an

that went the rounds of the C.T.O. some years ago, when a

well-known assistant superintendent of that day was alleged to have

reported an operator in his division , for winding up his watch , in

the following manner :

please explain why you were exhibiting the

interior arrangement of your chronometer to two contiguous

telegraphists ."

66 Mr.

*

T was ahappy thought that struck the despatching officer at a

- at
moment of despatch of the mail, a properly stencilled bag for E

could not be found. Without hesitation the officer tore the cuff

from off his shirt to provide the necessary linen neck label for

another bag. It is to be hoped that the official labels, which were

promptly sent to the sub -office the next day, will render unnecessary

any further mutilation of the unoffending garment.
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MANY
TANY good people are aggrieved at the way the Post Office

is utilised by racing and betting men, and they go so far as

to accuse the department of aiding and abetting the gambling habit.

Some people, not so good, evidently believe these complaints. For

instance, the postmaster of one of our large towns received the

following letter some months ago :

6. Dear Sir ,

Will you kindly send one of your selections for the Grand

National as a trial, and if satisfactory, I will pay you .

“Yours faithfully,

And we understand the postmaster is a churchwarden .

A
GOOD deal has been heard lately, in provincial circles at least,

of the dual qualification for sorting clerks and telegraphists,

butthere seems to be an impression outside that a triple qualification

is necessary The parent of a boy candidate recently called upon

the Postmaster of Carlisle and explained that his hopeful was
“ a good scholard, quick to learn , and converted and all.” The

postmaster, who has the fear of the C. E. B. in his heart, is not keen

on that boy.

*

A
CASE came recently under notice in the Savings Bank

Department in which the depositor, the wife of an agri

cultural labourer in Suffolk , who signed by mark when she opened

her account twenty years ago, now writes her signature. The

explanation is as follows :—The woman, though over sixty years, has

recently learnt to read and write, which she wouldnot doformerly,

in order that she may be able to correspond with her children, who

have all left home. Her signature is fairly good. This is not a

“ good ” story, but it is a very pretty one, we think.

*

HE Post Office is represented in the“ Coronation Honour List ”

by Mr. G. W. Smyth, Assistant Secretary, who obtains a C.B.

We offer him our congratulations.
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Promotions.
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A.G.D... Ch. Cik.

Doubleday, J. Travg.Clk .,C.E.B ., Stg. Clk. , Glasgow , '79 ;

Ist ci .
Travg. Clk . , 2nd Cl.,

'87

Pyle, P. F. Travg.Clk .,C.E.B ., Clk ., 2nd Div., S.B., '94;

2nd Cl . 3rd Cl. Clk ., Supply.

Est., S.O., '98

Barnett, H. C .... Cik .,2ndCl.,Supply . Stg . Cik ., Bristol, '85 ;
Est. Člk. , C.E.B. , '92

Bowman, P. F... Cik.,3rdci.,Supply. Tel., Č.T.O., '98 ; Cik . ,
Est. R.L.O. , 'oi

Price, E. J. Clk., 2nd Div. , S.B. , '98 ;

Clk ., P.S D., 'O1

Shannon , P. R ... Clk . , 2nd Div. , '98 ; Clk . ,

R.L.O. , 'o2

Mitcham , F.G.P. Regy. Asst . , 2nd Cl. C.C. & T., L.P.S., '93

Selby, S. E. C.C. & T., L.P.S., '94

Oughton , W. E.. Sr. , Cir. Off ., '98

Scriven , E. Sr., Cir . Off., ’96

Alder, A. W. Tel . , C.T.O., '97

Swayne, F. T .... M.O.O., '67 . R.A.G.O.,

'72 ; Prin . Clk. , '88 ;

Acct . , ’92 ; Cashier, 'oo ;

Prin . Book - Keeper,

'00 ; Ch . Exr. , 'or

H. Ch. Exr.... S.B. , 972 ; R.A.G.O. ,

'74 ; Asst . Acct., '92 ;

Acct. , '95

Frost , E. H. J.... Acct . Boy Clk ., S.B., '70; Est . ,

'72 ; R.A.G.O., ° 74 ;

Exr' , '92 ; Asst. Acct. ,

'97

King, L. G. 1870 ; Exr., '96 ; Asst .

Acct. , '00

Finch, C. H. Asst . Acct. Boy Clk. , S.B. , '70 ;

Est . , ’72 ; R.A.G.O. ,

'72 ; Exr. , '92

Martin , C. T.M. 1872 ; Exr. , '96

Matthews, J. Exr. Clk . , 2nd Div. , '82 ;

Hr. Gr. , '93

Clauson-Thue, Clk. , 2nd Div ., '83 ;

E. W. A. Hr. Gr. , '93

Kemp, H. 2nd Div. Clk . , Hr. 1885 ; Sur. Clk. , '94 ;

Gr. A.G.D., '95

Clarke, F....
1886

Wilson , A. L. S.B. , > ; R.A.G.O . , ' 91

Cross , A. W. Sub. Tel.Co . , '74 ; G.P.O. ,

'89

.
.
.

.
.
. Davies,

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

99

:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

9 ور
...

22

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

A.G.D. , C.H.B. Miss McSmyth ... Clk . , Ist Cl . ... 1881

A.L.Gurley 1886

A. B. 1886

Boorman

N. 1886

Monnickendam

C.T.O., Cont.'s Elliott , B. W. ... 3rd Ci. Tel., '94

Off.

Jayne, A. A. S.C. & T. , Gravesend,

'92 ; Tel. , C.T.O. , '97

Wight , W. H. Tel. , '95

c.i.o. Burrows, J. G .... Asst. Super., IstCl. S.E. Řy. Co. , '66 ;

G.P.O., 370 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl. , '93

Fenton, C. E.T. Co., '68 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Asst. Super., 2nd

Cl . , '94

Granger, E. J.... 2nd Cl. 1871 ; Over. and Sen.

Tel. , '87

Fisk , J. W. 1875 ; Over. and Sen.

Tel. , '95

Lamb, W. A. 1875 ; Over. and Sen.

Tel . , ’96

Webb, H. W. R. Over. & Sen. Tel.... 1876

Kift, W. J. Ventnor, '79; Folkestone,

'80 ; C.T.O. , '82

Crook , E. ...

Tee, W. G.

Dennett, H. J....

Simmons, W. 1877

Miss C. Polley ... Asst . Super.,Hr.Gr. 1870 ; Asst . Super. , Lr.
Gr. , '90

E.A.Youlton Lr. Gr. 1875

B. H. 1886

Nicholas

L. Reid 1876
M. E.

1876

Barnfield

E. in C.O. Gavey, J. , Engr.-in-Ch. ... E.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O. ,

M. Inst . C.E. 70 ; Supg. Engr ., '78 ;

Prin . Tech. Offr ., '92 ;

2nd Asst . Eng.-ir.-Ch.,

'97 ; Asst . Engr.-in

Ch. & Electrician, '99

Roberts, M. , Asst . Engr. -in -Ch. 1870 ; Supt. Gen. Fac.,

M. Inst . C.E. 87 ; 2nd Asst . Engr.

in-Ch. , '99

O'Meara,W.A.J.,

R.E. , C.M.G.

Stubbs , A. J. Supg. Engr. (Lon .) Clk ., L.Div. , '80 ; Tech.

Offr., 87 ; Ist Cl.

Tech. Offr., '99

Cheetham , G. (Prov.) Tel., M'ter., °72 ; Relay

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '78 ;

Insp ., '85 ;Asst. Supg.

Engr. , '93

:
:
:
:
:

1877

1877

1878

.
.
.
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OFFICE . NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

)

.
.
.

.
.
.

...

E. in C.O. McHugh, F. H .. Asst. Supg. Engr. 1871 ; Insp ., ° 78 ; Engr. ,

(Prov.) ist Cl., '93

Murray, A. J. Engr. , IS ci . Tel. , Glasgow , '84 ; Jr.

McD . Clk . , E. in C.O. , '84 ;

Sr. Clk . , '91 ; Engr. ,

2nd Cl. , '93

King, H. ... Engr. , Ist CI . 1871 ; Sen. Cik ., 85 ;

Engr. , 2nd Cl . , '93

l’Anson, R. 2nd Ci . S.C. & T., M'ter., '85 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,

'96 ; Sub-Engr., '99

Andrews, J. R... S.C. & T. , Newcastle

on - Tyne, '85 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O., '96 ; Sub.

Engr., '99

Arnold , E. G. Relay Clk .,Lr.Secn . S.C. & T. , Dublin, '89

Barker, A. J. Sub. - Engr. Lineman, '96

Dawson , J. W .... Mechanic, '95

Henrici, R. C .... S.C. & T. , Castle Doug

las , '93 ; Edin . , '94 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O. , '99

Lawson , R. J. ... S.C. & T. , Dundee, ’90 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oo

Hay, C. E. S.C. & T. , Liverpool,'91;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oo

Aspinwall , H. O. S.C. & T. , M'ter, '92 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O . ,'00

Corless , W. H... S.C. & T., M'ter ., '89 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,'00

Grocott, J. R. S.C. & T. , M'ter. , '90 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oo

Robertson , G. A. Jr. Clk . (Prov . ) S.C. & T. , Edin . , '91

Childs, P. J. C.C. & T., L.P.S. , ’92

Keenan , J. S.C. & T. , Belfast, ’92

Seaford, F. S.C. & T.,Gloucester,'92

Morris , W. G. S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '92

Lean , W. G. S.C. & T., Cardiff, '92

Ward , H. N. S.C. & T., Leeds , '93

Factories ... Willmot , J. W ... Cont . of Factories ... E.T. Co., '62 ; Ġ.P.O.,

E. in C.O. , '70 ; Supt.

of Instrument Factory,

T.S.D. , ²87

L.P.S., Cont.'s | Sifton , S. E. Clk . , 3rd Cl . ... Clk . , 2nd Div ., S. B. ,

Off. '99 ; A.G.D., '99

Hegarty, P. S.... S.C. & T. , Cork , '99

Leader, J.... S.C. & T. , Newton -le

Willows , '95 ; M'ter , '97;

Newton - le - Willows,

'99 ; Bristol, 'oi

Tomlinson , G. R. Sr. , Cir. Off., '98

Palmer, S. W .... Boy Clk ., S.B.D., °96 ;

Člk . 2nd Div. , '99

L.P.S., Cir. Off. Forman , T. F .... Insp . 1876 ; Sr . , '79 ; Over., '91

Plume, C. J. 1879 ; Sr. , '90 ; Over. , '94

Barrow, H. 1874 ; Sr., ' 77 ; Over. , '94

Anderson, H. W. 1874 ; Sr. , '77 ; Over. , '94

>

:
:

i :
:

99
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

9
...

...

9

'81

:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:
:

9

84

9

...

...

'81

L.P.S. , Cir. Off. Hodges, F. T. ... Over. 1873 ; Sr. , '76

Stone, A W. 1876 ; Sr. , '80

Kenney, H. J.... 1877 ; Sr. , '81

Smith , T. J. 1878 ; Sr., '81

Jordan , T. J. 1878 ; Sr. , '81

Pitt . W. S. 1878 ; Sr. ,

Tarrant, E , A. 1878 ; Sr., '81

Mason, H. J. 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Lovell, W. R. 1873 ; Sr. , '75

Redfern, W. W. 1882 ; Sr. ,

Spire, W. W. 1878 ; Sr. , '85

Caird, J. 1873 ; Sr. , '86

Robey, H. E. 1870 ; Sr. , '72

Summers, E. A. 1871 ; Sr. , ’72

Perry, F. 1873 ; Sr. , '75

Blackton, J. A .... 1874 ; Sr. , '77

Wood , G. W. 1875 ; Sr. , '78

Smith , W. E. 1876 ; Sr. , ’79

Thompson, J. W. 1877 ; Sr. , '81

Needs, J. H. 1877 ; Sr. , '81

Lowman, H. 1876 ; Sr. , '81

Fincham , E. 1879 ; Sr. ,

Preston , W. A.... 1879 ; Sr. , '81

Mason , R .... 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Humphreys, J.... 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Clark, G. P. 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Beaton, H. J. 1879 ; Sr., '82

Dunton , G. E. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Mullins, J. F. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Coomber, E. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Nagle, E. M. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

White, H. J. 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Allen, C. S. 1870 ; Sr. , '82

Turtle , J. ... 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Tidmarsh, A. Pn. , '77

Fox, H. Pn. , '77

Hewitt, W.J. 1884 ; Bagman, '87

Wand, S. 1875 ; Bagman, '87

Walsh, 1879 ; Sr. , '82

G. H.W.B.

Bradford, T. F. Sr. , 1886

Drennan, J. E .... Cik. S.C. & T. , Edin. , '99

N.W. Diggan, J. B. ... Over. & Sen. Tel .... C.C. & T., 1874
S.W. McDonald, Over. 1880 ; Sr. , '85

A. G. J. W.

Harris, W. H. ... 1876 ; Asst. Hd, Pn. , '92

Hd. Pn. , '97

S.E. Bristow, A. G .... 1881 ; Sr. , '85

W. Gordge , G. F. 1880 ; Sr. , '84

S.E. Johnson , H. G. 1878 ; Sr. , '83

Burn , R. H. 1881 ; Sr. , '85

N'w. Gough , H. 1882 ; Sr. , '85

W.C. McSweeney, 1882 ; Sr. , '85

W. P.

E.C. Miss L. M. Baxter Super. , Cl . III . 1880 ; Super ., Cl . IV. ,

'98

:
:
:
:
:
:

99

...

S.E.

.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.. ...

... ...

:
:
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L.P.S., S.W.

M.0.0 . ...

.
.
.

R.L.O.

9

S.B.D.

Edwards , G. F... Ch . Insp . of Tel. 1875 ; 3rd Cl . Insp . of
Messrs. Messrs. , '87 ; 2nd Cl . ,

'91 ; Insp . of Messrs. ,

'93

Fitzgerald, E. A. 3rd Cl. Clk . Sr. , Cir . Off., ’96 ; Regy.

Asst. , 'or

Greenfield , P. Clk. Clk . , 2nd Div. , S.B. , '98

Mullins, W. J.... Clk. , 2nd Div. , A.G.D. ,

'99

Maullen , H. Tel., C.T.O. , '98

Perrott , H. Sr. , Cir. Off., '97 ; Regy.

Asst . , 'oi

Stoneham , A. W. Clk ., 2nd Div .,Hr.Gr. 1880

Middleton , F. 1881

Steed , S. E. R.A.G.O. , '81 ; S.B. , '81

Hooley, s . c. ... Controller of Stores M.O.O.,""67"; Store
keepers Br . '72 ; Asst .

Cont. , '84 ; Cont . of

Postal Stores , '91

Craven, A. E. ... Sur. Trav. Clk . S.C. & T. , Kingston

1 on -Thames , '95 ;Regy.

Asst. , '98

Preddy, W. T ...., Sta . Clk . S.C. & T., Swindon , '95 ;

Oxford, '97

Mackinnon , A ... S.C. & T. , Aberdeen , '90

Clarke, A. F. S.C. & T. , Leamington

Spa, '95

Herridge, J. D. S.C. & T. , Southampton,

'98 ; Regy. Asst. , 'oo

Stores Dept.

Sur . Dept.

:
:

.
.
.

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Bath Carter , E. C. Supt. ( P. ) 1879 ; Clk. ( P.), '91 ;

Asst. Supt., '96

Fear, H. Asst . Supt. ( P. ) 1879 ; Clk. ( P.) , '96

Caradine, H. E. Clk . ( P. )
1882

Bradford, Yks. Greening. C. A. Asst. Supt. ( P. ) 1882 ; Clk . (P.), 'or

Spencer, G. B .... Clk. ( P. ) 1884

Bristol ” Gover, J. S. Asst.Spt., IstC1.( P.) 1878 ; Cik. ( P. ) , '86 ;

Asst . Supt., 2nd Cl . ,

'90

Crosse, F. T. 2nd Cl. (P.) 1876 ; Clk. ( P. ) , '96

Taylor, H.J. ... Cik ( P. ) 1881

Keyte, W. Ě. 1881

Carnforth Greaves, M. 1876

Chatham ... Attwood, W. S.C. & T. , Epsom , '88

Cheltenham Baker, A. G. 1885

Miss F. B. Spier Asst . Super .

Crewe Meadows, D. G. Asst. Supt . 1885 ; Clk. , 'o2

Dorking ... Redwood , H. R. Cik . S.C. & T. , Folkestone,

83 ; Clk . , Chatham ,

cik ."

1883

'92

Dudley Lee , A.

.
.
.

.
.
. 1833

Z
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OFFICE. NAME . APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

...

.
.
.

.
.
.

'97

1874

1874

.
.
.

Epsom Pelling, T. H. ... Clk . S.C. & T. , Tunbridge

Wells, ’79 ; C.T.O. ,

'81 ; Lewes,'83 ; Clk . ,

Lewes, 'oo

Exeter Cox , J. ( T. ) 1870

Fareham ... Driver, A. J. 1890

Gainsborough ... Wyer, A. J. 1891

Huddersfied Finch , H. W. Asst. Supt. (P. ) 1873 ; S.C. & T. , ° 74 ;

Cik . ( P. ) , '91

Leeds Hainsworth, H. Supt. ( T.) Mag. Tel.Co. , '64 ; Clk .

( T.),'85 ; Asst. Supt.,
2nd Cl . , ’90 ; ist Cl . ,

'oi

Smith , S. W. Asst.Spt.,1st Cl. ( T .) E.T. Co. , '63 ; Clk . (T. ) ,

87 ; Asst . Supt., 2nd

Ci . , '92

Clancy , D. 2nd Cl . (T.) E.T. Co. , '66 ; Clk . ( T. ) ,

Verity , T .... Clk . (T. )

Brown , H.

Miss H. Super. (Telephones) Nat. Tel. Co.,85 ; Tele

Chippendale phone Opr. , Leeds,'96

Miss E. Brown... Asst. Super. » Nat. Tel . Co., '89 ; Tele

phone Opr. , Leeds, '96
Lewes Welling, H. R.J. Clk . 1885

Lincoln Miss L. L. Asst. Super . S.C. & T. , Stamford , '93

Kerrison

Liverpool Beddome, G. W. Ch . Supt. ( P. ) Mag.Tel.Co.,'63;Clk .,'81;

Asst.Supt. , 2nd Cl., 83;

Ist Cl., '86 ; Supt . , '91

Richards , O. W. Supt. ( P.) 1867 ; Clk ., ’83 ; Asst .

Supt., 2nd Ci . , '90 ;

ist Cl . , '94

Speight , T. Asst.Spt . , ist Cl.( P .) 1870 ; Clk ., '85 ; Asst .

Supt. , 2nd Cl . , '93

Davies, D. 2nd Cl . ( T.) 1870 ; Clk . , '97

Searle , A. B. (P.) 1878 ; Clk . , '93

Evans, J. Clk . (T.) 1879

Porter, W. H. ( P.) 1884

MissE.G.Johnson Super. ( Telephones) Nat . Tel. Co., '82; Tele

phone Opr.,L'pool, ’96

C. Christie ... Asst . Super. Nat. Tel . Co., '83 ; Tele

phone Opr., L'pool, '96

M. M. Craig Nat . Tel. Co. , '86 ; Tele

phone Opr., L'pool, ’96

E. L. Clarke Nat. Tel . Co. , '88 ; Tele

phone Opr., L'pool,'96

I. Y. Reid ... Nat. Tel . Co.,'89 ; Tele

phone Opr., L'pool , '97

Macclesfield Hambleton,W.G. Cik . 1887

Manchester Miss S. Hawkins Super . (Telephones ) Nat. Tel . Co. , '81 ; Tele

phone Opr., M'ter, '97

E. Pratt Asst. Super. Nat . Tel . Co., '80 ; Tele

phone Opr. , M'ter , '97

E. Lewis .... Nat. Tel. Co., '83 ; Tele

phone Oper. , '97

.
.

.
.
.

2 22
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OFFICE, NAME . APPOINTMENT . PREVIOUS SERVICE,

2

Manchester Miss P. Shemilt.. Asst . Super. Nat. Tel . Co. , '83 ; Tele

( Telephones) phone Oper.,'97.
M. R. Nat. Tel . Co., '83 ; Tele

Sharphouse phone Oper. , '97

M. Norris ... Nat. Tel. Co . , '85 ; Tele

phone Oper. , '97

L. Brace. Nat. Tel.Co., '91 ; Tele

girdle phone Oper. , '97

A. Carson ... Nat . Tel. Co., '91; Tele

phone Oper., '97
Newport (Mon.) E. B. Brown Nat . Tel. Co., ; Tele

phone Oper. , ’96

Nottingham Lowe, A. Clk. (P. ) 1885

Plymouth Cook, A. J. Asst. Super. ( P. ) 1883 ; Clk. , '99

Mules, W. G. Clk. (P. ) 1886

Miss E. B. Lewam Asst. Super . S.C. & T. , Bristol , '88 ;

Plymouth , '89

Portsmouth Cooper, G. Ch. Clk ..... S.C. & T. , Kingston -on

Thames, '80; Ports

mouth, '84 ; Clk . ( P.),

'98 ; Asst. Supt. , '98

Smith , R. W. Asst . Super . (P. ) ... 1881 ; Clk . ( P.), '97

Mervin , H. W .. Clk . (P. ) 1885 ; S.C. & T., '88

Skipton
Lund, J. Clk . 1889

Southampton Kellaway, H. H. Clk . ( P. ) 1887 ; S.C. & T. , '88

Griffiths, J. A. 1890

Sargent, G. (T. ) 1873

Sunderland Miss J. Burlinson Asst . Super. Telephone Oper . , '98

( Telephones)

Swansea Sanders , J. H. Super . ( P. ) 3868 ; Asst. Supt . , '98

Hopkin, D. D .... Asst . Super . ( P. ) 1882 ; Clk . , '98

Williams, A. Clk. (P. ) 1884 ; S.C. & T. , '87

TunbridgeWells Killick, c. H. Cik.. 1890

Diplock , E. 1881 ; S.C. & T. , ܕ87'

IRELAND.

Belfast Quigley, A. Clk . ( P. ) 1888

Cork Farrell, D. 1887

Dublin (Sec.Oft.) Dunne, J. Y. Cik . , 2nd Div.,Hr.Gr. Nat. Educ. Off., Dub . ,

'82 ; S.O., Dub . , '87

Limerick ... Senior, E. M. ... Asst. Super. ( P. ) ... Huddersfield, '81 ; Lan

caster , '86 ; Clk. , '95 ;

Pmr . Kilmallock , 'oo

Omagh Love, H. T. L .... Clk . S. C. & T. , Tullamore ,

91

Waterford Jeffares, R. Clk . (T. ) 1871

.
.
.

***
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SCOTLAND.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

99

Aberdeen Leiper , A. D. Super. (T.) 1875 ; Clk ., '95 ; Asst .

Supt., '98

Fraser, D. Asst. Super. (T.) ... 1874 ; Clk. ( T. ) , '98

Gaiter, J. Clk . (T. ) 1881

Cowie, A. ( P.) 1881 ; S.C. & T. , '86

Edin. (Acct.Off.) McManus, A. P. Clk .,2ndDiv.,Hr.Gr. 1883

(Stg.Off.) Elphinstone,W.G. Clk . ( P. ) 1879 ; Sr. & Tr. , Acct .

Off., '87 ; S.C. & T.'OI

Scott , T. 1880 ; S.C. & T. , '82

Wardlaw , J. 1879 ; S.C. & T. , '83

Calder, D , D. 1883 ; S.C. & T. , '86

Black, A. F. 1886

Rintoul , J. 1886

(Tel?om .) Miss M.A. Asst. Super. Nat. Tel . Co , '90 ; Tel .

Macmeiken ( Telephones) Oper. , Edin . , '98

Glasgow Littlejohn, J. Clk . (T. ) Edin ., '80 ; Glasgow '81

Miss L. E.G. M. Super. ( Telephones) Nat. Tel. Co. , '94 ; Tel .
Macdonald

Oper. , Glasgow , '97
H. Hardie.. Asst . Super. Nat . Tel. Co., '88 ; Tel .

Oper., Glasgow , '96

J. Donald ... Nat. Tel. Co., '89 ; Tel.

Oper. , Glasgow, '96
R. S. Bell .. Nat . Tel. Co., '91 ; Tel .

Oper ., Glasgow, ²96
A. Ferguson Nat. Tel . Co. , '91 ; Tel .

Oper., Glasgow , '96
Inverness Robertson , R. Clk . (T. ) 1876

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.
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LONDON

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT.. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

>

.

>
,
,

.
.
.

.
.
.

:
:
:

.

S.O.... Kirby, E. A. Trav. Clk. , Ist Cl . C.D , Sup.,'62 ; Est.,'63;

Trav. Off .,M.L.B .,'82 ;

Ist Cl . , '92

A.G.D. Ker, M. W. Ch . Clk.... 1857 ; Ch. Exr. , '83 ;

Ch. Clk. , '86

Woodward, A. C. Acct . E.T. Co., '52 ; G.P.O.,

°70 ; R.A.G.O., Prin .

Clk . , '70 ; Acct . , '92

Goodwin, E. R .. Clk . 2nd Div. Prob .,'61 ; Est. , '63 ; Hr.

( Hr. Gr. ) Gr. , '90

C.T.O. Bennett, A. J. Asst. Super. 1870 ; Asst. Sup. , '91

Davey , H .... O. & S. T. E.T. Co. , '61 ; G.P.O.,

70 ; 0. & S.T. , '80

Arkell, W. H. 1872 ; O. & S.T. , '86

Fraser, G. D. 1870 ; O. & S.T. , '89
Ramsden ,H.J.... Sub . Tel. Co. ; G.P.O. ,

'89 ; O. & S. T. '90

* Allen , C. J. Tel .... S.C.& T.,Shepton Mallet,

'93 ; C.T.O., '94

* Warren, W. 1899

Courtot, E. E. Sub. Tel. Co. , C.T.O . , '89

Miss S. Puttick ... Asst. Super. E.T.Co.,' 70 ; G.P.O .,'70 ;

Asst . Super., ’90
Miss C. S. Wade Tel. E.T. Co. , '63

K. M. Scott E.T. Co., '68

E. Manders 1870

E. S. Priest. 1875

E. L. Wells. 1876

E. -in - c.o . Hookey, J. ... Engr.-in - Chief E.T. Co., ° 55 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Prin . Tech . Off.,

82; Asst. Eng .- in - Ch .,

'92 ; Eng. -in -Ch . , '99 .

Fleetwood , C. T. Supg . Engr. (Met.) E.T.Co.,' 54 ; G.P.O .,'70;

Sen. Insp ., °78 ; Asst .

Supg. Engr. (Lon . ),

87 ; Sup. Engr. , '94

Owens , J. E. ... Engr. , Ist Cl . Tel. L'pool,'74 ; Jr.Clk .,

E. in C.O. , '80 ; Senr.

Clk . , '88 ; Insp. , °90 ;

Engr. ist Cl., '97

L.P.S. , C.O. ... Barnes, J.... Ch . Super. 1862 ; Writing Clk .,'68 ;

Prin . Clk . , F.B., '91

Prin.Clk . ,Cir . Off.,'92 ;

Ch. Sup. , '99

Dixon, J. ... 1871; Est., 75; Asst.Sup

87 ; Prin.CIk .,'92 ; Ch

Super ., '99

Toomey, R. P.... Sorter ! 877

Circ. Off. Rann , J. E. Insp . 1865 ; Over. , ’90 ; Insp. ,

3

'93

* Awarded a Gratuity.
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.

:
:
:
:
:
:

1885

1887

L.P.S., Circ.Off. Jeffs, O. G. Over. 1873 ; Over. , '86

Maule, J. A. 1863; Over. , '89

Woods, W. R .... Sorter 1865

Holloway, G. 1865

Poile, T. 1865

Lester, W. H. 1873

Luff, H. 1876

Lovell, W. G. G. 1882

Ferryman, H. G. 1875 ; Sr. , '86

(o'wise Harper,

H. G.)

Ketteley, T. 1890

N.W. Sier , F. w. Over 1870 ; Over ., '85

*Wood, G.... Sr. 1893 ; Sr. , '96
'N. Fuller, J. Over. 1860 ; Over ., '73

Padd . Parker, H. B. Sr. 1887

Batt . Miss H. F. F. C. C. & T.

Edwards

S.W. Miss C. King

R.L.O. Miss E. R. Returner Tel . , '85 ; R.L.O., '93

Johnson

Miss H. Faull Tel. , ’90 ; R.L.O., '99

S.B.D. Housden, J. A. J. Prin . Cik. Ex., '63 ; Prob . , °65 ;

Genl. Body, '67 ; Prin .

Clk . , '81

Bowen , B.I.J.W. Asst . Prin . Cik. Genl. Body, '67 ; Clk . ,

ist Cl. , '93 ; Asst. Prin .

Clk . , '97

* Edwards, T. O... Clk . , 2nd Div. Boy Clk . , Educn. Dept. ,

'96 to '98 ; Clk . , 2nd

Div. , S.B. , '98

Miss E.M.Stoward Clk. , 2nd Cl . ... 1890

M.Westbrook 1898

H.F.Chibnall 1899

M. F. Squires Sorter 1897

Sur. Dept. Doyle, E. J. A ... Asst . Sur. , 2nd Cl. E.T. Co. , '67 ; G.P.O. ,

Portadown , '70 ; Sur .

Clk. , '85

99

.
.
.

.
.
.

*

举 *

#

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Aberystwyth Hughes, J. C. ... Clk . 1881 ; Clk. , '91

Alford * Miss S. Kirkham S.C. & T. Spalding ,'99 ; Alford,'or

Bideford E. Cadd ... Pms. S.C. & T., '89 ; Pms. , '92

Birmingham ... E.M.Crabtree S.C. & T. S. Shields , '90' ; B’ham ,

'97

E. E. Floyd.. 1895

Blackburn Wilkinson, J. ( T. )CIK? 1874 ; Clk . , '93

Boston *Miss H. E.Mawer S.C. & T. 1898

Bristol Maggs , W. E. Asst . Supt . , ist Cl. 1860 ; Cik. ( P. ) , '64 ;

( P.) Asst . Supt . , 2nd Cl . ,

'90 ; Ist Cl . , '97

Cheltenham Boote, J. D. Cik . 1861 ; Clk. , 166

Chester Stubb, R. J. Clk. ( P. ) 1862 ; Stg.Clk. ; Clk . , ' 72

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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OFFICE NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Crewe Bee, E. J ....

Dartmouth

Grimsby ...

* Ash , S. A....

Roberts, A. S..

Holyhead

Leeds

Liverpool

Evans, T....

Miss E. Hird

Lambert, W.

S.C. & T. Wlvrhmptn, '82 ; Ches

ter, '97

S.C. & T. 1899

Pmr. E. T. Co., ?57 ; Asst .

Supt . , C.T.O. , ° 77 ;

Pmr.,Normanton, '85 ;

Grimsby, '92

S.C. & T. 1879

1882

Asst. Supt. ( T.), ist 1871 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst.
Ci . Supt., 2nd Cl. , '93 ;

Ist Cl . , 'oi

S.C. & T. 1886

1893

Morris, W.

*Miss M. M.

Eastman

West, L.Manchester Clk. ( P. )

S.C. & T.Drake, H....

* Miss B. Pass

Newport, Mon. Jones, E.

Nottingham * Rylatt, G. W.

MissL.W.Braden

Portsmouth Redman, W. H..

Richmond (Sy.) Richardson,H.T. Asst. Supt .

Ryde Spelt , J.
Pmr.

Leeds, '62 ; Ch. Clk . ,

Oldham , ° 73 ; Clk . ,

L’pool, '95

1887

1892

1892

Tn. Pn . , Sleaford, '97 ;

S.C. & T. , Nott'm, ' oo

1885

1871

E.T. Co. , '65 ; Clk. , '87 ;

Asst. Supt . , '95

Portsmouth, '56 ; Pmr . ,

Warwick, '67 ; Buxton,

'90 ; Ryde, '92

1873 ; Stg. Clk ., '82

1871

:
:
:

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Swansea

Wellington

(Som.)

Lewis, W.... S.C. & T.

Munns, P. F .... Pmr.

IRELAND.

Belfast

Dublin

Thompson , R.... Clk . ( P. )

Wilson, F. H.

Benson, E. F. sc & T.

Trousdell , J. Pmr .

1859 ; Clk . , '91

1870 ; Clk . , '91

1889

1863 ; Clk .,Limerick , '64 ;

Pmr., Lisburn , ’72

Lisburn

SCOTLAND.

Edin .(Acct. Off.) Richardson , J. ... Tracer

Glasgow ... * Goggin , J. S.C. & T.

Harcus, J.

* MissJ.Macartney
Grangemouth . M.H.Dobbie

Helensburgh McLean, D. ... Pmr.

9

1890

1900

1885

1899

1883

Tel.,Glasgow , ’71 ; Pmr. ,

Oban, °78 ; Helens

burgh , '88

S.C. & T., '82 ; Ch . Clk . ,

87

Kirkcaldy Stuart, J. W. Ch . Clk....

+

Awarded a Gratuity.
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Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE . NAME. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

Aberystwyth

Aylesbury ...

Bakewell

Bideford

Burton - on - Trent

Castleford

Colchester

Epsom ...

Great Yarmouli ...

Grimsby

Harrow

King's Lynn

Ledbury

Williams, B. M. ... Stamper; Stg. Clk. , Clk . , Asst .

Super. , Super., Swansea

Holloway, S. J. Boy Clk . , S. B.D.; Clk ., 2nd Div.,

A.G.D.; Clk. , S.O., 3rd Cl . ,

2nd Cl .

Elliott , A. S.C. & T. , Ashford : Brighton

Frith , J. Stg . Clk . , Sheffield ; Pmr. , Brent

ford, Jarrow

Lugg , L. S. ... Sr., Portsmouth ; Clk. , Ch. Cik . ,

Southampton ; Pmr . , Gt. Y'rm'th

Firth , J. T. ... S.C. & T. , Leeds ; Sub- Pmr. ,

Castleford

Hughes, E. ... Stg. Clk. , Birmingham ; Clk . , Asst .

Super. , Super.

Meade, W. C. Windermere ; Tel . , C.T.O. , News

Distrib . ; Pmr., Marlboro'

Chellew, C. H. S.C. & T. , Devonport ; Pmr. ,

Staines , Oswestry, Bridgwater

Melsom , H. J. J .... Tel. , Birmingham ; Clk., Wolver

hampton ; Inspg. Tel., Pmr.,

Llandudno, Canterbury, Greenock

Billson , J. W. S.C. & T. , Rugby ; Clk .; Clk . ,

Wolverhampton ; Inspg. Tel . ,

Pmr., Aylesbury

Tattersall . J .... Tel., Burnley, Halifax ; Imr.,
Keighley

Bisco, A. H.... Sr. , Gloucester ; S.C. & T. , New

port (Mon.) ; Clk . , Asst . Super.

Williams, A.... Tel., Shrewsbury ; Clk . , Preston ;

Hd . Staty . Clk .

Preston, H. S.C. & T., Spalding ; Pmr., Pickering

Halliburton, W. W. S.C. & T., Falkirk ; Dundee ; Sur.

Clk . ; Sta . Clk .

Webber, T. J. F .... Postn .,Devonport ; S.C. & T.,Pmr.,

Barking, Woodford Green

Jennings , T. S. Sig . Clk ., Ch . Clk . , Rotherham ;

Pmr., Jarrow , N Shields, Kil

marnock

Coote, E. A. A. Tel . , Leeds ; Clk . , Asst . Super .,

Pmr. , Luton

Whiteley, W. S.C. & T. , Colne ; Pmr. , Kirkby

Luton

Malmesbury

Market Harborough

Micheldever Station

Oldham

Ryde

. .
.

Settle

.
.
.

.
.
.

Lonsdale

Mean , G. Postman ; Sr. , Cir. Off., Over.

Hanscomb, H. H. | Pmr. , Sleaford

Tennent, L. E. E.T. Co. , Tel . , Edin. ; Pmr . , Fal

kirk , Barrow -in -Furness

Perry , G. W. Postman , Harrow ; Sub- Pmr. , Kings

Langley

Midgley , J. W. Stg . Clk . , York ; Clk . ; Asst . Super .

Pearce, W. F. Tel., Maidstone; Berwick ; Clk . ,

Oswestry, Pmr. , Diss

Cookman , S. S.C. & T., Salisbury ; Pmr. , Michel

dever Station

Devany, J. A. C.C. & T. , L.P.S.

Larnach , A. ... S.C. & T. , Wick ; Cik .

Sleaford

Spilsby

Warrington ...

Weedon

Wellington (Som . )

Whitchurch (Salop)

Woodford Green

Roscrea

Huntley
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE,

>

9

.

A.G.D. Carter, J. B. Clk .,2nd Div .,Hr.Gr. 1883 ; Hr. Gr. , '93

Laing, J. N. Clk . , 2nd Div. 1881

* Hutchings, C. Sr. T. 1896

C.1o. Thorne, S. O. & S.T. 1870 ; O. & S.T. , '86

E. - in -C.O. Walby, J.... Supg. Engr. E.T. Co. , '53 ; G.P.O. ,

'70 ; Supg. Eng. , '82

L.P.S., Cir . Off. Harvey, G. Sr. ... 1880

Blackaller, H. J. 1881

Seaward , G. 1892

O'Connell, G. 1887 ; Sr. , 92

Webb, S. W. 1896

Butler , F. C. 1896 ; Sr. , ' oo

Cooper, M. 1902

W. Stapleton , C. Overseer 1871 ; Overseer, 'or

S.B.D. Coyne, E. S. Clk . , Ist Cl. Temp. , '68 ; Genl . Body,

69 ; Clk . , ist Cl . , '94

Simpson , A. T... 2nd Div. Boy Clk. , Educn. Dept. ,

'80 to '83 ; Clk. , 2nd

Div. , S.B.D. , '83

Wilson , R. M. ... Asst. Clk . Boy Clk . , A.G.D., '96 ;

Asst . Clk. , S.B.D., '98

Bangor Smith, O. ... S.C. & T. 1887

Bournemouth * Frost, W. J. 1900

B’rySt. Edm’nds Bullock, J. 1883

Exeter Harding, H.J ... Cik " ( T.) E.T. Co. , '66 ; Clk . (T.)

'91

Leeds Graham, R. W ... Supt . (T. ) Mag .Tel.Co.,'60 ; Asst .

Supt., 2nd Cl . , 83 ;

ist Cl., '98 ; Supt. , 'oi

Liverpool * Hepworth , W .... S.C. & T. Normanton , '97 ; L pool,
' oo

MacMahon, M ... 1901

Manchester Mitchell, P. N .. Exeter, '74 ; M'ter, '78

Bayliss , J .... 1901

Northampton ... Green , G. 1888

Plymouth Annear, T. 1874

Rochdale * Holt, C. 1897

Sittingbourne... Moore , G. J. 1887

Stoke-on - Trent. Hall, W. F. 1901

Swansea Ward , A. G. 1876

West Hartlepool Lawrance, T. Clk . 1883 ; Clk . , '98

Williamson , H .. S.C.& T. 1892

Wolverhampton * Price, T. S. P. 1880

Belfast * Morton , D.

Cork Desmond, T. 1901

Dublin McClintock , C.C. 1889

Gillie , J. J. 1898

Glasgow McColl, T. Clk . (T. ) 1877 ; Clk . , '99

Hale, J. A. S.C. & T. 1894

Kirkcaldy * Lowson , W. S .... Edin ., '95 ; B'ham, '98 ;

Kirkcaldy, 'oo

* Died while serving with the Colours in South Africa .

.
.
.

.
.

99

1892

99
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ST . MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND

OCTOBER , 1902 .

The New Postmaster -General.

a new

THE changes in the Ministry brought about by the

retirement of Lord Salisbury have, contrary to expecta

tion, given us Postmaster -General. Putting

aside all personal considerations , and looking at the

matter solely from the point of view of the public convenience, we

rejoice in the fact that our new chief is in the House of Commons.

The Post Office is brought into contact with the public more,

perhaps, than any other department of the State ; and it is only

fitting that its political head should be a duly elected representative

of the people . Moreover, the arrangement by which the Financial

Secretary to the Treasury represented the Post Office in the House

of Commons was unsatisfactory to all parties concerned , and certainly

did not tend to economy of time or management. And we are glad

also to have a chief who is known already for administrative ability.

In saying this we are not depreciating in any way his immediate

predecessors , who were popular with all ranks of Post Office men,

and who with all the disadvantages of a seat in the Upper House

and hereditary rank have left their mark in the administrative

achievements of the Post Office during their respective reigns .

Mr. Chamberlain , indeed , labours also under a hereditary

disadvantage, as all sons do who have a brilliant father. So

much is expected of him in consequence ; he is continually being

subjected to an inevitable comparison .

The new Postmaster-General was born in 1863 and was educated

at Rugby, and Trinity College, Cambridge, where he took his M.A.

degree in 1889 . He also studied in Berlin and in Paris .

he first came forward as a candidate for Parliament and was returned

for East Worcestershire, unopposed , at a bye-election . At the

general election which followed three months later his old tutor

Oscar Browning opposed him in the interests of the Gladstonian

In 1892
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Liberals, but Mr. Chamberlain was returned by a decisive majority.

His extraordinary resemblance to his father, which extended even to

the well known eye-glass , was the first thing which struck the House

of Commons in the new member, who was, however, in no hurry to

give the House opportunities for other comparisons . He made his

maiden speech in the House in the following year during the great

debate on the second reading of the Home Rule Bill , and it was a

brilliant success. Those who follow the proceedings of Parliament

will remember that it was one of those occasions when the fierce

antagonisms of party leaders are for the moment eclipsed by a touch

of that which makes the whole world kin . Mr. Gladstone, in the

great speech that he made before the division was taken , paid a

warm and graceful compliment to the maiden speech of Mr. Austen

Chamberlain . " It was," he said , turning towards his old colleague

who bowed low his acknowledgments , “ dear and refreshing to a

father's heart .” We are quite sure that Mr. Austen Chamberlain

does not forget that evening or that reference.

After the General Election of 1895 , when he was again returned

unopposed for East Worcestershire, he became a Civil Lord of the

Admiralty, and from that post he was transferred in 1900 to the

Financial Secretaryship of the Treasury ; he has in that capacity

represented the Post Office in the House of Commons, so he is in

no way a stranger to the work of our department .

The silly season , as we have often pointed out , is always selected

by the Press as a favourable opportunity to chaff and to attack the

Post Office. If Mr. Chamberlain's advancement had been postponed

until the autumn he might have been spared the attentions of the

funny pressmen , who apparently are left in sole charge of their

journals during August and September to manufacture correspondence

on such subjects as “ Is Love Played out," or to make jokes at the

expense of the Post Office. A new Postmaster- General has been to

them a great opportunity. We do not know whether it is true, but

the funny man of the Press has said it , that Mr. Chamberlain has

made enemies of the whole female establishment because he failed

to remove his hat when going through a certain branch. We sincerely

hope the ladies will give him another chance. Here, again , is a

verse from The Onlooker on the appointment :

“ His swift promotion we with pleasure trace ,

Our Leader's choice should make us all his debtors ;

For say, what but a Premier's hand could place

An Austen foremost in the world of letters ? "
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And the poet of Truth, who is always finding in the Post Office

abundant inspiration , lets himself go as follows :

« THE NEW BROOM ” AT THE G.P.O.

When Mr. Austen Chamberlain first visited the Post Office last

week he found that in preparation for his visit every nook and corner ,

and all the floors and tables and benches in the great buildings, had

been carefully swept and dusted.- Westminster Gazette.

A most excellent omen we find in the fact

That the place had been thus swept and garnished ;

A sign that the Post Office means to rub up

A repute that of late has grown tarnished.

All this resolute dusting of corners and nooks ,

This resolve to the brush make the most of,

Couldn't very well fail to delight the “ new broom )

Which St. Martin's-le- Grand can now boast of.

The muddle and mess of the recent régime,

The abuses that daily waxed stronger,

The coils of red-tape that were rampantly rife,

It is clear will be suffered no longer ;

For the vigorous Chief who succeeds to the post

Brings a record not easily beaten
For a bi ness-like method of doing his work

That should please even Henniker Heaton .

Yes, “ ouryoung Mr. Chamberlain ” takes up his work

With a fairly -acquired reputation ,

And he certainly ought ample scope for his skill

To obtain in his new situation ;

Provided, that is, that he never forgets

What, in fact, can't too often be stated

That the Post Office was not developed to make

For the Treasury profits inflated .

It is not carried on , he should please bear in mind,

Its great gains, year by year, to make greater ;

Its principal aim should undoubtedly be

For the public convenience to cater.

New methods of usefulness it should devise,

And exploit its employees' abilities,

Not by fencing around the concessions it makes,

But by framing yet further facilities !

So we hope Mr. Austen , the numberless tasks,

Of his onerous office intent on,

Will refuse further Post Office gains to devote

To the schemes his papa is so bent on ;
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But will use any profits he's able to earn

By judiciously -made reformation,

Notin swelling the total the Treasury grabs,

But in meeting the needs of the nation !

Another journal, under the heading “ Postmaster -General's Joke,"

notices one of Mr. Chamberlain's last acts as Financial Secretary to

the Treasury in the following manner : “ A little joke by Mr. Austen

Chamberlain is causing some amusement. In a Parliamentary paper

issued to -day giving the circumstances under which certain Civil

Servants have been retained in the service after they have attained

the age of sixty -five ' we are told “ as regards the Civil Servants on

smaller salaries, who are subjected to compulsory retirement at the

age of sixty -five, my Lords think that every consideration consistent

with the efficiency of the service should be shown . Cases of this

sort in which service has been prolonged are stated in Class 4 of the

following return . ' And on reference to the following return ' we

find ' Class 4-nil.

We are reminded of the famous chapter , “ Snakes in Ireland , "

which began “ There are no snakes in Ireland.”

Then Mr. Carruthers Gould, in The Westminster Gazette, has

made Mr. Austen Chamberlain figure in a literary sketch entitled

“ The Little Folk ." Mr. Gould is supposed , in the sketch , to be in

the Black Forest and is searching for the Little Folk , and he comes

across several of the retiring ministers and one or two of the new ones.

“ As I stood behind the tree, where I had concealed myself, I

heard a pit -a-pat of hurrying footsteps, and along came a young

gnome striding along with a bag slung round him, and with an air of

tremendous importance on his face, where gleamed an eye-glass, the

facsimile of the one that had just gone before.

Stop ! ' I shouted, coming out from behind the tree, ' I want to

ask you some questions. '

“ You must give notice, ' said the young little man in a hurry. I

can't stop a moment, I've just got a new Post, and I'm going to show

them how to do it. And he too vanished.”

Mr. Chamberlain , we notice, is already getting the credit for the

good deeds of his predecessors. Even the new parcel post to the

United States, which was announced a very short time after he took

office, was hailed by the Press as the first sign of the new hand. But

as The Westminster Gazette pointed out, “ they can surely have little

conception of the methods of officialism who imagine that the

Postmaster-General , who has not been in his office three weeks,
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has had anything to do with the matter . " These pressmen are

every wit as unreasonable as the old lady who attributed to the

change in the Postmaster-Generalship the fact that on the day after

the announcement she was erroneously addressed by the department

- Miss instead of “ Mrs.” And this accusation was brought

against Mr. Chamberlain even before he made the tour of the

Ladies' Branch !

The London correspondent of a provincial paper has a few

rather amusing words to say also on the Postmaster-General's

official record since he was appointed a cabinet minister :

“ It is interesting to observe that Mr. Austen Chamberlain is at the

present moment acting as Minister in attendance upon the King.

This may surprise some of those simple folk who had pictured this

promising young man as slaving at St. Martin's-le-Grand negotiating

parcel post treaties with the United States and acquiring generally

a practical knowledge of the business of which a Postmaster-General is

popularly supposed to be master in mass and in detail. It is consoling

to know that Mr. Austen Chamberlain will not be missed at the

G.P.O. , and that the great, lumbering machine will go on very well

without him . Lord Londonderry was comparatively a strenuous

worker at St. Martin's-le- Grand . During his lordship’s tenure of

office it is estimated that on an average he devoted something like four

hours a week to the business of his vast department . Mr. Austen

Chamberlain is a younger man than the Marquis of Londonderry,

and could probably if hard pushed endure the same prodigious

business strain ; but so far he has shown no disposition to emulate

the high example furnished by his lordship ."

And this is what country people are treated to as “ London

Intelligence ! ” We sincerely wish Mr. Chamberlain good luck ; and

we hope that he will indeed “ show them how to do it. ”
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The United States Post Office

Service.

HE North American Review for June and July contains

interesting articles by Mr. Henry A. Castle, auditor of

the Post Office Department in the United States . The

articles are entitled “ Defects and Abuses in our Postal

System .”

The position of auditor corresponds to that of our accountant

general, except that the auditor and his staff, numbering about one

thousand, are attached to the treasury at Washington and are not

subordinate to the postmaster-general .

Mr. Castle is opposed to the extension of the United States Post

Office to telegraph business, to savings bank business, or to parcel

post business .

With regard to the telegraphs he observes, “ It may be true that

the government could send telegrams at reduced rates and pay

expenses, but little compact England has lost 3,500,000 dollars a

year trying to do it and is very weary of the experiment.” Perhaps

Mr. Castle may be left to settle the precise financial results of our

Post Office telegraph service with Sir W. H. Preece, who stated in a

recent number of St. Martin's magazine-somewhat to the surprise

of most people—that our service had been conducted so far at a

profit.

After remarking that the United States Post Office Service is the

largest in the world , Mr. Castle mentions that in the year 1790 there

were only 75 post offices in all and that not one of these was

located west of Winchester in Virginia , while at the present time

there are 66 post offices in Alaska, 90 in Hawaii and 75 in Porto Rico,

and 76,000 offices in all.

Whereas, even as late as 1861 , the sole function of the service

was slowly, painfully and not very carefully to convey letters, papers

and small packages from one office to another for leisurely delivery

at the window thereof, we already have mail distributions, money

orders, carriers for city and country registry, special delivery

messengers, pneumatic tubes , postal cards, stamp books , cancelling

machines , Bundy clocks , street boxes , and other extensions ,

amplifications and devices to accelerate the work .”

The letter postage is two cents ( id . ) per ounce, as compared
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with ours of id . per four ounces . As with us the great proportion of

letters weigh less than half an ounce. Merchandise, post cards and

circulars pay one cent . per ounce, and books and printed matter one

half cent per ounce . Periodicals are charged one -fourth of a cent

per ounce, while newspapers and such periodicals as are posted at

the office of publication , i.e., second class mail matter, are charged

only one cent per pound and involve a very heavy loss . The

average cost per pound is estimated at 8 cents (4d . ) .

“ There is a characteristic anomaly connected with the delivery of

second class mail matter in cities which often excites public

speculation . The law excludes a publication from the benefit of

second class rates in its own city , in order that the mails may be

saved the necessity of delivering daily newspapers to their patrons.

A daily paper or a monthly magazine can now be sent, for instance ,

from Boston to New Orleans, and delivered by carrier at the residence

of a subscriber in the remotest suburb for the ridiculously low fee of

one cent per pound ; but if it is mailed from the office of publication

to a subscriber in Boston a two cent stamp must be affixed to it, or

a one cent stamp if it weighs less than two ounces.”

Mr. Castle's chief argument against a parcel post, with a uniform

charge, irrespective of distance , is the loss which would be sustained

on parcels for long distances , and the distances even on the main

land of the United States are enormous . He observes that “ it is

the belief of thinking persons that the use of the mails for

transporting merchandise goes far enough under existing laws . A

further extension will involve serious loss and work an injury to the

service as well as an injustice to those who make up the deficit.”

At home, indeed , there are now no means of ascertaining whether

the parcel post is carried on at a loss or not. At the outset accounts

were kept with the object of showing this, but the late Mr. Fawcett ,

not liking to show a loss, ordered their discontinuance.

Mr. Castle disapproves of the parcel post treaties between the

United States and Germany, Mexico and several of the South

American Republics , and concludes with observing that “ it is

probable that we have blundered in reciprocating the parcel post

system of foreign countries and that it would be better to revoke

those treaties than to open all our mails to 11 lb. packages at

proposed rates of postage. " He mentions that there is a demand

for a one cent inland letter rate, based on the undoubted fact that

the penny letter in the United States , as at home, is a highly profit

able business . He argues that until the very low charges on
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newspapers and the like are increased so as not to be a loss any

reduction in the letter rate must stand over.

He observes : “ Many citizens find a possible menace to the

ultimate integrity of our postal affairs in the organisations which have

been formed among the various classes of employés, avowedly for

the advancement of their own interests as well as for the public

benefit. Unquestionably, the merit system, as now applied in our

national Civil Service, is absolutely indispensable to the efficient

working of our governmental machinery, and nowhere are the benefits

more visible and pronounced than among the vast army of employés

under the jurisdiction of the post office department. Very little of

the present marvellous speed and accuracy of our mail service would

be possible if the old practice of appointing and removing carriers ,

clerks, route agents, &c. , for purely political reasons still prevailed .

Certainly more than double the number now employed in all branches

would be required if their positions were again made dependent on

the will of Congressmen or political committees , as was formerly

the case.

“ But the independence and permanence of their present tenure

have a peculiar effect in encouraging the formation of associations of

the various classes for mutual benefit. Formerly the clerks and

carriers of a city post office were under obligations to their

Congressmen as they were his appointees and the creatures of his

will . The tables are turned ; clerks and carriers, organised into

effective societies, seem to feel that the Congressman is of their

creation and subject to their dictation , or, at least , to a very strong

pressure in the direction their interests lead . Every branch of the

service has its local and national organisation , each persistently

working for an increase of pay.” How like this is to what goes on

at home !

The carriers who, in the chief cities , are paid 1,000 dollars a year

are demanding 1,200 , and the rural carriers who are paid 600 dollars

a year are demanding the same pay as the city carriers . Mr. Castle

asks what concessions, if any, would put an end to further demands ?

He adds : “ How far this movement will be carried beyond reason

able and just demands is one of the problems of the future - a

problem so serious that President Roosevelt has felt constrained to

issue an order forbidding attempts of public officials or employés to

secure legislation for the increase of salaries.”

There are 20,000 sub-postmasters in the United States receiving

50 dollars (£ 10) a year or less, the minimum pay being £5 a year ;
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and their press organ is demanding that the minimum pay should be

raised to 100 dollars (£20) a year. One member of Congress has

estimated the cost of granting the various demands now put forward

at about £20,000,000 a year.

Much difficulty is experienced in devising a system for the payment

of postmasters, including in this term sub-postmasters at the smaller

offices, which shall prevent abnormal augmentation of the sale of

stamps—a difficulty which has been experienced at home in the

past. “ This species of imposition is continually practised, much of

it being done so cunningly as to escape detection . In other cases

little concealment is attempted . The postmasters in several large

cities have been convicted of unduly swelling their revenue by

improper means and have suffered the consequences. Last year the

postmasters at two of the leading cities of our Central States claimed

from the department an increase of their salaries , from 4,000 to

5,000 dollars each , on showing that the revenues of their respective

offices during the preceding year had reached the 500,000 dollars

mark. Newspaper publications had unwittingly disclosed the

existence of a spirited competition between these offices for weeks

before the close of the period , each urging all patriotic citizens to

patronise the local post office lavishly in order that the great

desideratum might be accomplished . Official investigation convinced

the head of the department that this competition had been carried

on to an unjustifiable extent and that reprehensible methods had

been employed to inflate the receipts . In both cases he refused to

permit the increase of salary, although the 500,000 dollars limit had

been passed. The postmasters insisted that the law guaranteed

them the increase and threatened to compel the department to allow

it , but the Postmaster-General piquantly retorted that the law also

gave him authority to remove postmasters, and there the matter

ended.” At home we should be much surprised if a postmaster

with a salary of £800 a year attempted to play such a trick . The

impression I gather from what Mr. Castle tells us is that if Uncle Sam

is more intelligent than we he is somewhat less scrupulous .

“ A perennial tribulation of the Department , of Congress, and of

the Courts is the pressure for payment of old claims for services

alleged to have been performed decades or generations ago but

refused recognition at the time , and coming up persistently in

increasing volume and with augmented energy as years go by.”

Many such claims arose out of the Civil War of 1861-4 ,

“ About 25 years ago an industrious Washington attorney
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conceived the idea that the Post Office Department had made an

incorrect ruling as to salaries of fourth class postmasters which had

reduced the compensation to which those worthy officials were

entitled . This attorney organised a bureau for the prosecution of

these claims, received contributions from many thousands of ex

postmasters or their representatives, prepared his schedules showing

indebtedness to 50,000 ex-postmasters aggregating 3,000,000 dollars

or more, and moved in Congress for an appropriation to pay the

The movement has not yet been a success, but the 50,000

claims are still pending, and the industrious attorney or his successor

solicits periodically contributions from the claimants on the

encouraging assurance that their re-imbursement is now only a

question of months or days.” Surely these said claims might be met

by Congress out of a small portion of the unexpended Alabama

indemnity. There would still be plenty left !

Another claim arising out of a contract for the conveyance of

mails along a difficult and dangerous route entered into during the

Civil War still awaits final adjudication. The contractor was in one

respect a fortunate man, seeing that in 1869 he secured “ a pretended

re-adjustment of his claims by the Postmaster-General which resulted

in the amazing decision that though he had confessedly all and more

than all his contract called for and had forfeited it through his own

inefficiency the Government was indebted to him in the sum of

443,000 dollars . Congress at one time passed a bill appropriating

this money, but a reconsideration was had before actual payment

was made. The claimant died many years ago ; the claim has

passed into the hands of others, but it has not died . It is being

solemnly considered by a committee of the present Congress under

unusually strong pressure for a belated recognition . ”

Let not the descendants either of Messrs. Gurth , Wamba & Co. ,

who must have had a difficult mail cart contract to work in Sussex

and Kent about the year 1066 , or Messrs. Praise God Bare Bones

and Co. , in the times of our Civil War, despair of a handsome

compensation from the Mother of Parliaments !

The late Mr. Patrick Chalmers, however, was never able to secure

a parliamentary committee to consider his claim as the inventor of

postage stamps . I remember that when his death was announced in

The Times, a very wary and suspicious opponent of his believed for a

time that the worthy gentleman had only feigned death in the hope

that the said wary opponent would in the fulness of his heart make

admissions which would favour Mr. Chalmers ' suit. But the
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supposed plot failed ; and Mr. Chalmers and his claims sleep the

sleep which is the fate both of the just and the unjust.

Mr. Castle states that the public are likely to be soft -hearted in

dealing with claims put forward in the case of a Post Office which is

supposed to be carried on at a profit, and proceeds to demonstrate

that in reality no Post Office in the United States is, or under present

conditions can be, carried on at a profit.

He calls attention to the dangers of allowing the sale of stamps

outside the Post Office service, which of course is not allowed here,

and observes that " a market is thus created for stamps obtained by

burglars from rifled post offices ; their prompt conversion into cash

is assured , and the chances for detection are greatly lessened . Much

of this loss would be avoided if the temptation to post office robberies

were minimised by a law restricting the private sale of postage

stamps to amounts not exceeding a dollar.”

His remarks remind me that in the United States, even in such

cities as New York and Boston , the public offices of banks are well

constructed fortresses. The public counters are faced with strong

grilles 10 or 12 feet high , and access of undesirable private persons

behind the grilles is as carefully prevented as was access to our old

Norman castles . Doubtless , though well concealed from sight,

intruders could be assailed with boiling pitch and such other

amenities from the ceiling .

To obviate the present vast transmission by post and otherwise of

stamps for commercial purposes a measure is now before Congress

for introducing what would in effect be postal orders. But what

claims might not arise from the burglarious fraternity, who would

doubtless be able to bring pressure on Congress from loss of

profitable business from this change !

Mr. Castle mentions that under a comparatively recent law

advertisements of lotteries are excluded from the post but that much

fraud in other directions still goes on through the agency of the post.

“ If reports be true, the cupidity of postmasters is now undergoing

the test of a clever device in the old familiar green goods line,

originated in New York and worked from Jersey City to Chicago.

The dupes are second , third , and fourth class postmasters, who dare

not complain to the authorities, which is a feature of the subtle

ingenuity of the plan. It is stated that within six months more than

a thousand postmasters have been swindled out of sums ranging

from 250 to 1,000 dollars each. Only postmasters are invited to

participate , and they are offered counterfeit stamps manufactured
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‘ from the undestroyed plates of the Government, undistinguishable

from the genuine. ' When the rendezvous is reached, all the old

fashioned bunco games of substitution , &c . , which have been

repeated in green goods enterprises for a generation, are practised,

and the credulous postmaster retires from the scene a heavy loser with

no one to pity him should he dare make known the details of his

discomfiture. It is a sad commentary on the integrity of public

officials that so many have been tempted by this rascally bait.” I

feel certain that at home our postmasters are far too honest and

self -respecting to make such a system of fraud possible.

Mr. Castle has evidently grave doubts of the trustworthiness of

the weighing of mails by railway companies, which is the basis of

payment to them , and he remarks, “ How much of the 36 million

dollars paid annually to railroads for carrying mail is represented by

this fraudulent inflation of weights can only be a matter of the

blindest and wildest conjecture.”

Although both postmasters and contractors give bonds which are

supposed to secure the department against loss through misconduct

or inefficiency, yet when a loss is incurred the trouble begins.

“ The delinquent himself is seldom able to make good the deficit,

and no bondsman ever signs an obligation with the expectation of

being called upon to pay it . When the call comes he naturally

feels that a rich nation , better than himself, can afford to lose the

amount, and he instinctively resorts to every possible means of

evading payment. It is one duty of the auditor's office to prosecute

suits against bondsmen in these cases, and obstacles in the way of

recovery are specially disclosed to that official . Juries take advantage

of every conceivable excuse to relieve the bondsman of a postmaster ,

contractor, or other delinquent from his legal obligation.” After

stating that only the most specific instructions of a judge will as a

rule secure reimbursement, Mr. Castle mentions that even some

judges seem sublimely indifferent to the interests of the Govern

ment and strangely merciful towards the sureties of inexcusable

delinquents.” Various stories in support of this statement

given . Happily at home judges are not elected by the people as in

the United States.

“ In spite of leniency of juries and indifference of courts, many

judgments are obtained against bondsmen by the zealous

representatives of the department of justice throughout the

country . Then when all else has failed complaisant Congressmen

are readily induced to present bills for the relief of their unfortunate
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constituents ; and if these bills are pressed with sufficient energy

and persistency they are usually passed ; the relief is granted , the

indebtedness is wiped out, and the taxpayers of this vast business

are finally left to suffer the loss occasioned by the

faithlessness of their servants. "

After some moral reflections on the laxity he has described,

Mr. Castle concludes his interesting articles by observing, “ Many

of these evils are of long standing, but in spite of them the

American postal service has attained its present exalted standing

of efficiency and usefulness. A determined , intelligent public

opinion, aware of the existence of these defects, alive to their perils,

ever alert to expose and thwart them , must be relied on in the

future, even more implicitly than in the past , to guard jealously the

all-powerful instrumentality of enlightened progress and Christian

civilisation .” This concluding paragraph reminds me of the late

Mr. Jefferson Brick , for though we have never heard of his death

he must ere this have passed over to the great majority. That

immortal journalist, if I remember right, exclaimed to Mark

Tapley, “ We air a great people and must be cracked up."

LEWIN HILL .

Chiaroscuro

SUNSET ; and out in the west

The glow of an opaline sky ,

With purple and crimson dressed ,

Whose glories waken and die

And change as the minutes fly

And the waves break soft on the shore ,

While the night cloud climbs on high

And the stars grow more and more.

On the level line of sea

The blot of a single sail :

Slowly the bright clouds flee,

Slowly their beauties pale,

As the many tinted light

Fades in the pall of night .

HENRY F. SMART.

BB
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The Indifference of Places.

ILLIAM HAZLITT begins a well-known essay with the

NV
confession : “ One of the pleasantest things in the

world is going a journey ; but I like to go by myself.

I can enjoy society in a room, but out of doors nature

is company enough for me. I cannot see the wit of

walking and talking at the same time. When I am in the country,

I wish to vegetate like the country. ” But even Hazlitt was only

expressing a passing mood of his own, and though we have all

doubtless shared in the same feeling at different times, we have, I

fancy, more often sympathised with Emerson when he said ,

“ Travelling is a fool's paradise . Our first journey discovers to

us the indifference of places . At home I dream that at Naples,

at Rome, I can be intoxicated with beauty and lose my sadness . I

pack my trunk, embrace my friends, embark on the seas, and at

last wake up in Naples, and there beside me is the stern fact, the

sad self, unrelenting, identical , that I fled from . My giant goes

with me wherever I go. ” Indeed, except so far as it satisfies a

passing mood, the solitary walk stands condemned . It has the

appearance, of course, of freedom , but in reality it is the most

terrible form of slavery, and the man who has been alone with

himself all day may be more or less fatigued in limb at the close,

but his fatigue of mind will be far greater. He has not been able

really to dispense with a travelling companion ; it is his own giant

that goes with him wherever he goes, and if he is of mature years

he knows every nook and cranny of the mind of that giant ; his

thoughts and capacities of thought are familiar to him even to

boredom, and nature, beautiful as she is to him, can only be seen

through the spectacles of his giant.

The remedy, my readers will expect me to say, is to journey with

a crowd, and the bank holiday tripper is he who has discovered the

secret of successful travel. Perhaps so, and there have been times

during lonely tramps of my own when I have envied him his

happiness. But the craving for society is not the same thing as

the passion for crowds , and though the first desire of every talking

animal is for an audience, the wish is not invariably accompanied by

the ambition to occupy a platform .

Now the problem which seems to agitate most good people before

starting on a pilgrimage is, “ Where to go ? ” whereas the chief
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66 Who to godifficulty, if they were honest with themselves, is,

with ? " And perhaps they don't fully realise the importance of

the last question until they have returned home from a holiday

during which Italy or Switzerland has become a sort of Inferno to

them, and they hear from a well mated companion that he, during

the same period , has found Southend-on-Sea a paradise. “ The

indifference of places " is the phrase in which the whole problem is

best stated . We are often drawn, intensely as we think, to some

place we are visiting, and another year we revisit it full of the

recollections of our former holiday. And the glory seems in an

indescribable manner to have departed from the scene , though

nothing has apparently altered in the place itself. We simply

cannot reconstruct the human associations of the first visit, and it

was to their influence that our delight in the place was mainly due.

Sometimes, of course, we are scarcely choosers of our companions

at all, and merely as a precautionary measure, and to secure his

own comfort during the remaining eleven months of the year, a

man will do wisely to take his wife and family with him when he

goes on a holiday. I held the opposite theory at the time that I

was a sentimental bachelor, on the ground that a change from home

associations would make both a man and woman appreciate the

society of each other more on their return, but I have since realised

the terrible practical difficulties in the way of my theory. It is only

fair to Angelina and to myself to say, however, that we do still

make a show of selecting of our own free choice our companion on

a holiday, and the fact that the selection is annually made in defiance

of my theory is but another example of the way our youthful dreams

fail of realisation . I have been delighted with the confession of a

Sub-Postmaster in the September number of The Sub. Postmaster .

• My wife is also my first assistant, and during the first three years

of our married life we obtained our holidays together. Last year,

however, exception was taken to this by the Surveyor, who stated

my wife ought to take charge during my absence on annual leave.

I appealed to the Secretary, and the decision went against me."

I think “ the decision went against me ” is a very pretty touch .

The interest we feel in visiting a place is, as often as not, in

watching its effect upon the mind of another--our own way of

regarding it can be so easily predicted—and if it is a country or a

district which we have already visited, it becomes quite fresh and

interesting to us when we can watch how it appeals to other

personalities. This is where I think cycling is so inferior to walking
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as a means of enjoyment. I was an ardent cyclist once, but I

wearied of the particular exercise , and apart from the exercise, the

pastime seemed unprofitable. It is impossible to cultivate the true

spirit of companionship on a bicycle or a motor car.

the people at that table making such a noise about ? ” asked a diner

at a restaurant of the waiter. “ Please, sir,” he replied, " they have

been on a motor car all day and have not been able to talk to each

other until now ."

“ Why go anywhere at all ? ” may seem to many people a fair

deduction from Emerson's position, and much has been written in

defence of such a course by journalists who are compelled by the

NEAR WESTERHAM .

conditions of their calling to remain in London when all the world is

away, and by Civil Servants who are obliged to take their summer

holiday in November. Exercise, however, is essential to everybody

except perhaps the Colonial Secretary, and holidays are not limited

to our annual leave. There are bank holidays, King's birthdays,

and week-ends, and the questions " Where shall I go ? ” and “ Who

shall I go with ? ” have the same relative importance when the

matter in hand is one of these occasions. I once introduced myself

to Sir John Bennett when sitting beside him on a seat by the

seashore at Margate. I claimed acquaintance with him on the

ground simply that I was a namesake of his , and I asked him what

was the secret of his long and apparently healthy life. He merely

said , “ Week -ends, my boy. Always get a breath of country air
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once a week, and you will live to be a centenarian. Work will never

kill you, ” the gay old knight added, “ but boredom may do so .”

Now I am not particularly anxious to be a centenarian , but I do

want to obtain a large slice of my deferred pay from the Treasury,

and I think the gospel of week - ends is most conducive to the object

I have in view. And so it has been my habit during this and past

summers to indulge in week-end rambles in the beautiful country

around London. On these occasions Angelina and I, from

purely selfish motives , have usually taken with us certain lonely

spirits who can provide improving talk and who we know possess

light and leading. A party of eight is simply a mob, six is more

or less a crowd , but five is perhaps an ideal number for a walk .

The odd man or woman represents Hazlitt's passing mood for

solitude, and it is a highly satisfactory arrangement when you can

secure “ a relief man to take the place of any one of the four

who wants a rest from the society of the others. But it often

remains an ideal, and our Ramblers' Club has usually consisted of

four members only. We have owed much to Mr. Walker Miles

and his valuable little books , Field Path Rambles. We have

scarcely ever found the author in error, and if sometimes we have

thought him over sanguine in his advice to scale some fence which

appears to enclose private property, or if he has asked us to dive

into the recesses of some wood where “ notices to trespassers ” meet

one at every turn, we have usually found that his courage was

justified. He enables you at all times to forsake with confidence

the main roads, and to obtain a knowledge of the country which

is forbidden to the ordinary cyclist . And he never distresses you

with descriptions of the scenery , except so far as they assist you in

finding your way. A tree or a haystack at a place where two paths

converge is of more importance to him than an ancient church or

a Tudor mansion.

But in Emerson's fine phrase " the indifference of places" lies

very much the charm of our walks. We seek after woods and hills,

commons and uplands, it is true, but it is the human element after

all which transfigures everything. You think you know a person

through and through, but you accompany him or her to some new

scene , or you are placed together in absolutely fresh associations,

and quite a rush of undiscovered thought and feeling is let loose.

And there are some reserved and diffident natures which only

reveal themselves in this way. We all know the type of the eager,

emotional person who wears his heart on his sleeve, who wants
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almost at the first meeting with you to tell you all his life, his

thoughts, his supposed secrets, and for the moment such a person

is interesting, but like a flower which blooms quickly the interest

as quickly dies away. These make bad and sometimes intolerable

life companions, because they have no reserve, no capacity to arouse

in another a little divine curiosity. They are just as intolerable on

a country walk, and their chatter is usually quite independent of

and uninfluenced by the scenes they are passing through. It is

one of the characteristics of the reserved and proud race to which

Angelina belongs that they never give themselves away to the

stranger, and you may live with one of their number as husband or

wife for a quarter of a century, and still be endeavouring to under

stand their characters and their point of view. They tell you

nothing except at the point of the bayonet, or in rare moments of

exhilaration and joyousness of spirit. For instance, Angelina is

peculiarly susceptible to the smell of pine trees, and under the

subtle influence of the pine wood I have discovered in her depths

of tenderness and fine feeling that I never suspected when walking

by her side in Battersea Park. On a hilltop, as is natural in a

Highlander, she is even voluble, and a distant view has often

unloosened her tongue to such an extent that she has related to

me pages of her mysterious past that hitherto had been uncut and

unread by me. By the side of a quiet river, or on the slope of

some green hill, have come suggestions to her mind which have set

free thoughts and dreams which she would never have told me in

London, and while at home I am sometimes at my wits' ends to

discover the purport of her actions and words, I am now permitted

to have a glimpse of the context, which explains so much. There

are certain hills in Kent and Surrey which have acquired a fresh

interest for me since I climbed them with Angelina. They helped

her to tell me so much, they enabled her to explain what seemed

in London unintelligible and unreasoning. We all suffer from

incomplete quotation . What we usually want to know about people

in order to discover their meaning is the context, and with some

this is only revealed in certain favourable circumstances.

In our Ramblers' Club, the Englishman is in a minority of one,

and is therefore, by virtue of his nationality, the showman of the

party. But if he is outvoted on a question of nationality by his

Scotch companions, there is no other subject on which the same

majority of votes could be secured . Even on a question of race he

is not alone, for only the ladies of the club are Celts. The Scotch
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man of the party is a Saxon, and he betrays his race in his habits of

thought, and his nationality in his speech. A long experience in the

South has modified in him a certain intolerance and narrowness

which characterises the Saxon of the North, and has given him a

cosmopolitan point of view. He is, however, still a preacher of lay

sermons, and a proselytising zeal, which, had circumstances been

favourable, might have been the means of bringing converts to the

Shorter Catechism, is now mainly devoted to checking the

revolutionary excesses of the Editor of St. Martin's, and instilling

into the erratic mind of Angelina a healthier regard for logic and

the principles which should govern a well ordered life.

His chief defect is , perhaps, not so much the exercise of this

critical faculty of his, but the fierce scorn with which he gives

expression to it. We sometimes feel very much the need of a relief

man when we meet in our walks some evidence of human stupidity

or folly, and Cynicus, our friend, becomes eloquent. I find myself

constantly defending the worst forms of vice and the devil and all

his works, merely because of my natural sympathy with those who

are getting the worst of it. But as the peace of the quiet country

slowly possesses him , Cynicus becomes more tranquil , and if the

bells do not happen to be ringing at the time, he can pass an

Established Church without betraying any disturbing emotion.

Still even when he is quietly enjoying himself he is to be heard

saying mild satirical things concerning those who are not present,

who may fancy they are enjoying themselves in other ways. His

happiness often takes this form , and it is evident all day that he is

an Anglo-Saxon and not a Celt. For it is the leading characteristic

of the Anglo -Saxon to wish to impose his own principles, constitution

and government on other people. He is anxious in his honest way

to make them happy, but they must follow his own recipe. And

when , as is sometimes the case, this renders them miserable, he only

thinks they are wrongheaded ,

Only those who want to take a rise out of the other member of

the party would dare to call her Scotch . For she hails from an

island in the North Sea, which she is never tired of reminding us is

only associated by accident with the British Empire, and is even now

connected with the Continent by ties , racial and commercial , which

give to those who belong to it a detachment from the average

Britisher's point of view . Her wind-swept island home, with its grey

skies and bare treeless scenery , have tended, perhaps, to deepen a

constitutional tendency to sadness , which in her is relieved , if,
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indeed, it is not transfigured, by a sardonic humour. We call her

“ Norna of the Fitful Head , ” not because of her resemblance to Sir
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Walter Scott's character of that name, but almost entirely on account

of the geographical associations connected with it. Fortunately, for

the sake of the variety of life, there are few women who do not
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answer to the description of “ the Fitful Head ,” and perhaps Norna

is less suited to it than most of her sex. Yet the characteristic

comes out in her at odd moments when possibly her sardonic view

of all things in heaven and earth is causing you to think her

wanting in human feeling, and the change comes with such a rush

that you realise that her prevailing humour is but a veneer, a sort of

armour with which she protects herself against unsympathetic

companions .

Our walk lies one day from Sevenoaks, through country paths and

along a high wooded ridge to Ightham Mote. Though there is a

hot sun overhead we are in shade three fourths of the way, and

there are bits here and there suggestive of the Highlands . To the

right and left of us there are, far away, hills bounding the horizon ,

and we are breathing the mountain air. We sit on a bank and the

place draws out our own particular ways of looking at things . I

want to sing the Venite or the Jubilate Deo out of sheer delight and

appreciation of the fact that I am living in the best of all possible

worlds . Angelina notes the beautiful colouring of the hills, the

sleepy dreamy atmosphere which seems to envelope the valleys, and

asks unblushingly how far we are from the nearest inn . Cynicus

lights a cigar and pats the Universe approvingly on the back just as

he does the British Constitution . But Norna turns her eyes away

from the distant view altogether, repeating Newman's lines :

“ I do not ask to see

The distant scene : one step enough for me.”

And she looks eagerly into the recesses of the nearest hedge, saying

as she does so in her sad Celtic voice, “ All my life I have been

oppressed with distant views. I want the beauty of things to be

near me ; to be tangible that I may grasp it and have it in

my hands. I hate the horizon . All round me for the best part of

my life I have been able to see miles and miles of this depressing

planet. “ Stay, ” she adds , as if she were half regretting this

unpoetic outburst, " that distant view will be tolerable later on ; the

dancing which the Psalmist observed was the pastime of the hills

at noonday will then be over and the shadows will make them

beautiful. I dislike a country where there are no shadows.”

At the end of our journey is Ightham Mote, a beautiful bit of

mediæval architecture, which, unlike most of the old buildings that

are left to us, has a rich mediæval setting. Here, as in Oxford, “ the

last enchantments of the Middle Age” whisper to us, and we all

think the same unoriginal thoughts about space and time and the
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" Then and Now ." Ightham Village is only in a degree less

interesting than the Mote. I like the curious epitaph on a

monument in the church to Dame Dorothy Selby, who died in

1641:

“ She was in heart a Lydia, in tongue a Hanna,

In zeal a Ruthe, in wedlock a Susanna."

Our party did not understand the allusion to Hanna, so it

gave me an opportunity for a Biblical quotation : “ Now Hannah

she spoke in her heart, only her lips moved but her voice

was not heard ." “ What a delightful woman Dame Dorothy

Selby must have been ! ” observed Cynicus . “ How she must have

suffered at the hands of man ,” retorted Norna, “ to be reduced to

such a state !” “ I have a sister named Hanna,” sighed Angelina.

buyon

CHIDDINGSTONE.

Another day we impose our personalities on Hever and Chidding

stone . The tragedy of Anne Boleyn's life seems to dominate the

little village of Hever ; even the old name of the public house, which

is now called “ King Henry VIII. ,” was originally the “ Bull and

Butcher, ” an obvious corruption of the “ Boleyn Butcher.” But

since those days Mr. Froude has whitewashed King Henry and

the passing of time has rendered even Hever charitable . The

human interest of the place raised , however, so many disturbing

problems which seemed to confirm Norna's philosophy and to arouse

the scorn of Cynicus, that we were glad to reach the inn at

Chiddingstone. I suspect comparatively few Londoners have seen

Chiddingstone, and yet there is scarcely another place in the

kingdom which has so perfect an old-world character. You come

upon it suddenly round a wooded corner at the top of a hill, and
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you see the little street, church , inn, and cottages all in one glimpse.

There is not a suspicion of modernity anywhere, scarcely even a

suggestion of anything more recent than Tudor times, and , so far as

I can gather, nothing of any historical importance has ever happened

here. It is just an ordinary commonplace page cut out of an old

volume, the age and artistic quality of which have made it alone

valuable to us. Life must have always been a very measured tread

at Chiddingstone . Even the lady at the inn cannot direct us back

to Hever ; she says the landlord might know but he is out, and she

does not often leave her village. There seems really little occasion

for her to do so. The necessities of life are all within a stone's

throw , the church is opposite, the general warehouse is next door,

and the lady herself controls the liquor traffic. It is obvious,

however, that she has never heard of läger beer, and wine is to her

merely a synonym for port and sherry. But her ale is magnificent.

Norna is enlarging her experience of civilized life as it is under

stood in the south by these walks. She has a way of suddenly

announcing to you in regretful accents, which seem to go to your

heart, that she has never before seen some common object of the

country which has come into view. We took her with us one day

to Brighton , and she saw a bathing machine there for the first time.

To-day a hop garden, a chestnut tree and a mangold wurzel, astonish

her ; and when I tell her that this country is seen at its best in the

full glory of autumn colours, she startles me by her confession that

she has never seen autumn colours. " In Ultima Thule we have no

trees to speak of and the wind blows down all our leaves before they

have time to change colour . " I offer her a daisy as a possible new

experience , but it is a mistake for which I am properly punished.

For though Norna, with that love of putting the case most strongly

against herself, which is one of her most admirable characteristics,

does not hide from you the disadvantages attending life in Ultima

Thule, she will allow no one else to attack her island . If anybody

does so, he only kindles a fierce flame of patriotism in her breast,

and when the Celt is patriotic he wants to kill somebody .

Angelina develops a theory at Chiddingstone which she long ago

adopted when acting as secretary of a branch of the Theosophical

Society, that these places delight us because they appeal to that part

of our nature which has survived some previous existence. In other

words, we have been here before. But when I agree with her and

suggest that she probably occupied the chiding stone from which

the village takes its name, and from which erring villagers were chid ,
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she immediately sets about discovering an alibi, and decides that the

place is associated with a previous incarnation of Cynicus.

We walk another day from Oxted viâ Titsey and over the hills to

Knockholt Beeches and Halstead. The views are magnificent and

you cross the Pilgrims' Way — the very name should fire the imagina

tion. It was the road taken by pilgrims from Normandy and

Brittany, viâ Southampton, to the holy city of Canterbury. But it is

older than Becket's time, for it is a Roman highway, and you can

obliterate many things but not a Roman road. During the centuries,

when the pilgrimage to Canterbury was a European habit, the county

of Kent must have been a very cosmopolitan district, and one

wonders why, with all its past advantages, it should now be, so far as
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its natives are concerned, the most stupid of all counties . A

Kentish man, or for the matter of that, a man of Kent, can rarely

direct you the road intelligibly, and the pilgrims must have found

their way to Canterbury unaided by him. A north country man on

the other hand may be rude and curt in his manner, but his

information is accurate, and even when it is refused you have the

conviction that the man knows. The Kentish man on the other

hand is more civil but is usually inaccurate, and even when it is

obvious that he possesses the information , he cannot convey it to

you intelligibly. He will scratch his head, tell you he oughter know,

that he has lived ’ere forty year or more, and he will ramble away on

the unimportant, carrying on a debate within himself as to the

geographical features of the district. But nothing clear and definite

in the way of direction is vouchsafed you, yet you are conscious that,
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give that man " a' ’orse and cart,” he will simply drive straight to the

place you want . Kentish people don't walk, and they will stick to

their “ 'orses and carts " long after the whole world has taken to

motors . It was a Kentish man who said in answer to an enquiry

what he thought of foreign parts, “ Oh ! they was all very well, but

oh ! that boat !-give me ’orse and cart. ”

We all marvel at the heaviness and stupidity of Kentish men and

women , and we put it down to the fact that the nearness to London

attracts the best of their number, and it is the unambitious and the

indolent who remain behind. This theory at any rate is kind to me,

and lets my countrymen down gently. They have virtues of their

own, they love flowers and simple pleasures, they abominate the

unusual and suspect the new ; they regard persons who live outside

their county in a certain sense as foreigners. They speak of them

pityingly as coming from “ the sheers,” which is the way they

pronounce “ shires.” And their capacity for obstinacy approaches

the sublime. “ We won't be druv ” is a characteristic expression of

the native , and though a born grumbler the Kentish man rarely

takes action to remedy his grievances. He respects the powers that

be too much to do this. He is an admirable ploughman in any

trade or profession he adopts, and he is seen at his best in a furrow

or a rut . He makes an excellent civil servant. Cynicus holds that

the ideal life is that of the dreamer, and he often avers he would

himself never do a stroke of work except under compulsion. The

men of Kent are working towards the same ideal, but while there

is poetry in the soul of Cynicus, the dreams of the men of Kent

run chiefly to strong ale and fat bacon .

Norna is, and yet is not, a politician . She is always trying to

singe her wings by contact with that accursed thing, the political

situation . She goads me on to state my views, and then when she

has had perhaps more than enough, she turns and rends me in this

fashion, “ I wish you would not talk politics with me : you rouse me

so and stir up all my ill- feelings. You are positively hateful to me

when you talk about South Africa. ” And I there and then faithfully

promise never to mention the subject again. “ It will be a great

relief,” she answers witheringly . Then I turn on a gentle current of

poetry, philosophy and religion, but Norna seems preoccupied . A

long silence ensues, only to be broken by a sudden and rather

savagely spoken question from her, “ What do you mean when you

say we shall reap the whirlwind in South Africa ? I gasp at the

rapidity with which this volte face has been accomplished ; and when
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she sees I am bewildered at her apparent inconsistency, she has the

audacity to say the question relates to religion and not to politics .

In Ultima Thule it seems that the two domains are kept absolutely

distinct, and the islanders are thus enabled to return to Parliament

a Liberal Unionist member.

Like her own coast line Norna is often difficult of approach, and

the little arts by means of which men seek to obtain the good graces
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of women folk are quite useless with her. For instance, I light a

cigar, and I ask her whether she objects to smoking. Her quick

answer, “ It depends on whether I like the smoker, " only necessitates

another question which if you value your own peace of mind you

had better not ask . But we all like to be crushed by Norna : she

does it sometimes, it must be confessed, with a sledge hammer, but

there are occasions when the grace and delicate finish that accompany
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the stroke are such that your artistic sense is touched long before it

has occurred to you that perhaps you have been humiliated . So

long as you are in her company you must be content to play a losing

game. It is the privilege and the glory of the Celt to have always

the last word . The Saxon, conceited man as he is , often thinks he

has it , and if mere sentences, with commas and full stops thrown in

are only considered, he may think rightly. But a cricketer knows

when he is clean bowled, and if he is a wise and a gracious man he

leaves the field without a grumble. I have experienced that curious

sense which some call humiliation and others artistic gratification ,

according to their particular temperaments, more often in Ireland

than in any other country, and it is the one triumph over the Saxon

that the Irishman can daily enjoy. Norna scores easy victories over

me in the course of our rambles. To-day I notice she is trying to

conceal a yawn, and I say gallantly, “ I hope I am not boring you.”

Her reply, “ I suffer fools gladly, " is given at once with great

animation , and , indeed , it represents the high water mark of her

capacity to say pretty things. We hear occasionally of the Celtic

twilight ; it is often exceedingly illuminating.

So near are we to London on these rambles that we are usually

able to get back to an early supper in town. We say " good night."

“ The more I see of your county, the more allowances I make for

you,” says Angelina to me one of these occasions. And

Cynicus exclaims , “ I used to think E. B. the most obstinate

Puritan I knew, but Angelina has humanised him ; he drinks

ale , he smokes, he sups with dissenters, heretics, bohemians

and other disreputable persons, and he will defend the devil himself

if he thinks that gentleman is in a minority. And to think that I

can remember him in his pre -reformation days, and that with all my

eloquence I was never able to convert him . Great is the influence

of women.” At once Norna turns severely on Cynicus . " Then

why are we disfranchised ? Why are we classed with criminals,

children and lunatics ? " So she gets the last word , and though

Cynicus looks as if he had an answer, he is discreet — with an effort.

EDWARD BENNETT.

[In illustrating this article from photographs, our artist ) has been greatly

indebted to the sketches of Mr. Duncan Moul in Picturesque Kent, published
by F. E. Robinson & Co. , 20, Great Russell Street , W.C. This is a volume we

recommend to all interested in the county . ]

on
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The Post Office at the Restoration.

11

HEN King Charles II . was restored to the throne and

the reign of the saints was followed by the reign of the

strumpets , many old servants of the State who had

been appointed during the late troubles were put out

of office and their places were filled by men of whose loyalty there

could be no suspicion . The State papers contain many letters,

petitions and other documents which throw considerable light on

these transactions, but very little use has hitherto been made of

these papers , and as they illustrate the management of the Post

Office at the Restoration, I have made some extracts from them,

which will, I hope, be of interest to the readers of St Martin's-le

Grand .

“ At the Restoration , as Mr. Joyce tells us in his history, “ the

Post was leased to Henry Bisshopp* for the term of seven years at a

rent of £21,500 a year, " but before three years of the term had

expired Bisshopp surrendered his lease. I suspect Bisshopp's

management was not quite satisfactory to his superiors. He very

strongly objected to the dismissal of old officers, alleging that it

would be impossible to carry on the work with new men ; he was, as

appears from an unsigned and undated paper ( for in those days

dates were often omitted in important documents) , little better than

the pupil of “Major Wildman, a great leveller , and now an

indifferent royalist, if not more inclinedmore inclined to anti-monarchy."

Wildman was " suspected for a Papist, or an Independent Socinian

at the best," and he was not the only suspicious person at the Post

Office who influenced Bisshopp . There were also Oxenbridge,

ever false to His Majesty's interest and a betrayer of his party ;

Dorislaus, “ son of that wicked person who pleaded and urged the

King's death ; " and Vanderheyden, "really an agent of Newport,

late Ambassador from Holland to Cromwell.” These four men

were at the time the paper was written negotiating an arrangement

*

Henry Bisshopp, the Farmer of the Post Office, was the third son of Sir

Thomas Bisshopp of Parham , Sussex (ancestor of Lord Zouche, the present

owner of Parham ), byhis second wife, Jane, daughter of Sir Richard Weston of

Sutton, Surrey . Bisshopp was a Colonel in the King's Army during the Civil

War , and was one of the officers who surrendered to Waller at the taking of

Arundel Castle in 1643. He died in 1691 at the age of 86 , and his monument in

Henfield Church, Sussex, bears an inscription in which his charity and other
virtues are duly recorded in Latin . I am indebted for much of this information

to Mr J. H. Leonard , and to the Vicar of Henfield .
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for the foreign posts to Holland, and another paper shows how

dangerous the contract might prove and how profitable to the

Dutch.

Henry Bisshopp was also, it would seem, somewhat lacking in

deference to great men. He actually refused to send an express to

Scotland for Lord Lauderdale free of expense, and when called upon

by the Secretary of State for an explanation, replied that he was not

obliged to send expresses without payment, and added that Lord

Lauderdale owed him £50 for unpaid postages.

Shortly after his appointment Bisshopp had been required to

report to the Secretary of State upon the officers under his control .

In his reply, which is undated but was probably written early in

1661 , he states that he has discharged some few clerks and letter

carriers for notorious frauds, negligence and unfaithfulness. Some

of these men had raised a clamour against him, but he does not tell

how such agitators conducted themselves in the seventeenth

century. He appends to his report a “perfect list ” of all officers,

clerks and others employed in and about the Post Office in London .

From this list it appears that the staff in 1661 consisted of eight

clerks of the Roads-viz. , two each for the Northern, Chester,

Eastern and Western Roads ; * three officers who received letters at

the window ; one “ General Accomptant ” ; one clerk and accountant

of the money in Bisshopp's own office ; one stamper ; one agent to

ride the several roads and find out abuses ; twenty eight letter

carriers ; three clerks in the Foreign Office ; and one attendant.

Bisshopp submitted to the Secretary of State that all these persons

“ be continued in office so long as they do well, " and objected to

the great labour of making many changes. But I am afraid that

Bisshopp was too lukewarm in finding out the heresies of his sub

ordinates in politics and religion . One of the clerks of the roads

used sordid and ungrateful expressions about the King, was a

leveller and a dangerous fellow , and declared that the men who

judged the regicides ought to be hanged themselves. A window

clerk owed his appointment to Hugh Peters, and Sir Orlando

Bridgman had said he was a pretty youth to be employed in the

Post Office . Of the letter carriers, one was an anabaptist, another a

* There is no mention in Bisshopp's list of the Bristol or Kent Roads which

appear in the list of the Roads in 1677, printed in St. Martin's-le-Grand,
January , 1898 , from the Dartmouth MSS. But there were posts to Bristol and

to many places in Kent at the time Bisshopp’s list was made up.

CC
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rogue, and a third a preacher and of Godwin's * Church. This

information I have gathered from a report on the Post Office made

to the Secretary of State, and it is not, I think, a matter for surprise

that as Bisshopp wished to retain the services of Levellers,

Anabaptists and Independent lay preachers, his lease of the Post

Office did not run for its full term.

The Restoration caused many searchings of heart among the

Postmasters who had been appointed during the interregnum , and

among ex-Postmasters who had been removed for loyalty to the

King or disaffection to the authorities between 1642 and 1659.

Even before the return of Charles II . some of the Postmasters began

to shake in their shoes. John Teage, Postmaster of Bristol, came to

London early in 1660 to secure himself, if possible, in his office.

He brought with him an introduction to the Hon . John Weaver, Esq.,

of the Council of State, and a petition from the Mayor of Bristol and

others to the Committee for the management of the Post Office,

These documents set forth that Teage was an honest, faithful, sober

man who had formerly been in arms for the Parliament and had

since then been Postmaster. Teage was an anabaptist, but

Mr. Tombs tells me he thinks Teage was Postmaster for some years

after the Restoration, so, it may be presumed, he abjured his heresy

and conformed to the Church of England .

In June, 1660 , Matthew Griffiths of Magdalen College, Oxford,

writes to ask that his son-in -law may be restored to some appoint

ment in the Post Office where he had been formerly employed under

his uncle, Witherings, " till for marrying my daughter he was

colourably discomposed .” John Whiteare petitions to be appointed

Postmaster of Ashburton in consideration of his “ having disbursed

divers sums of money for the help of your Majesty's servants in

distress.” Peter Blackwell was a servant of the late king and

obtained the Postmastership of Barnet until he was turned out six

years ago " for his great affection to your Royal Majesty " ; he there

fore asks to be restored . Richard Spink says his father was Post

master of Basingstoke, but was removed for loyalty. His father is

dead, and he , who by right should have succeeded in the employment,

but was not allowed to do so as he was in arms for the king, asks to

be appointed . Jane Shirte, widow of Ralph Shirte, late Postmaster

* No doubt Thomas Goodwin , sometime President of Magdalen College,

Oxford, who was a famous Independent divine, and attended Cromwell on his

death-bed . There is an amusing description of Goodwin, by Addison, in The

Spectator (No. 494) .
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reason ,

of Caxton who was turned out by Oliver Cromwell, asks for God's

sake that the office may be conferred upon her son , the present

holder being an anabaptist. Rowland Portlock, formerly Postmaster

of Cirencester, wishes to be reinstated , but does not assign any

Thomas Holbeath, Postmaster of Coleshill from 1638 to

1647 , when he was ejected for engaging in the wars, petitions to be

reinstated, and his daughter also petitions on his behalf. John

Greenaway, Postmaster of Crewkerne, who was appointed by the late

Council of State, asks to be allowed to continue in office. But

Robert Hutchins, whose grandfather, father, uncle and another

kinsman , Joseph Hutchins, had been successively Postmasters of

Crewkerne, asks that the office may be given to him on the ground

that Joseph Hutchins, who was removed in 1648, had settled several

outposts to Ilminster, Taunton, Bridgwater, Wellington, Dunster,

Tiverton and Barnstaple. There was a third applicant for

Crewkerne, Thomas Rawlingson, who had faithfully served His

Majesty of blessed memory, and Rawlingson's application is

recommended by Lord Poulett and others. I presume the rule

about applications through members of Parliament was quite

unknown in those days . George Ethelred, of the Bull Inn,

Dartford, was formerly Postmaster there, but was turned out for

loyalty. He had, however, been recently restored and prays for

continuance in office, especially as the Bull had been the post house

for 120 years. Ethelred's petition was supported by Lord

Winchelsea. George Cooling petitions for the Postmastership of

Doncaster, then held by Thomas Bradford placed there by Oliver,

in consideration of his (Cooling's) sufferings, loss of £1,000, and

imprisonment in his Majesty's cause . Richard Prosser says he

suffered much during the tyranny, but “ since God has been pleased

miraculously to restore your Majesty to your throne, no longer

remembers his sorrows nor his sufferings, but looking down on his

wife and children, partakers of his sorrows, ” is compelled to petition

for the Postmastership of Exeter. Thomas Justice, of Hartley Row,

who was appointed Postmaster there in 1646 and ejected three years

later, asks to be reinstated, and his petition is supported by Lords

Stourton and Poulett, and by others , including Mr. Pitt of

Stratfieldsaye, a collateral ancestor, I believe, of the two famous

William Pitts.

This series of petitions ends at Hartley Row ; doubtless there were

many more of the same tenour which have probably been lost.
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There are one or two other papers to be briefly noticed :

Christopher Charteris, of St. Sepulchre's, who had horsed the post

from London to Barnet for six years and discharged the duties with

integrity and ability, asks that he may be allowed to continue in

office. His petition was supported by a certificate of his good

behaviour from the minister, churchwardens and other inhabitants

of the parish.

James Hicks, a clerk in the Letter Office, petitions the king that

he may be continued in office. He claims to have sent the first

letter by post from Nantwich to London in 1637 , and was appointed

by Burlimachi to be clerk in the London office for that (Chester)

road. In 1642 he had settled postages between Bristol and York for

the late king, and had followed his Majesty to Kenilworth , before

Edgehill fight, and afterwards to Oxford. He had been imprisoned

for conveying information to Secretary Nicholas, but afterwards got

into the Post Office again .

Magdalene and Susanna Burlimachi , daughters of Philip Burlimachi,

who had in 1640 succeeded Witherings as Master of the Posts and

had been put out by Prideaux, who was Master of the Posts from

1644 to 1653 , represented to the king their destitute condition , and

prayed for an annuity out of Prideaux's estate, “ who had enriched

himself out of the profits of the Letter Office.”

I do not know how all these petitioners fared, but at all events

steps were taken to ensure the orthodoxy of Post Office servants.

Mr. Joyce states that after the Restoration no Postmaster or other

officer was to remain in the service who should not within six months

obtain and forward to the Postmaster General a certificate, under

the hand and seal of the Bishop of the diocese, to the effect that he

conformable to the discipline of the Church of England."

The authority for this statement is not given , and as the Post Office

was in farm , there was no Postmaster General from the Restoration

until 1667 , when Lord Arlington was appointed . It was , however ,

provided by Act of Parliament in 1660 ( 12 Charles II . , C. 35 , s . 13 )

that no person should hold any employment in the Post Office with

out having taken the Oaths of Supremacy and Allegiance ; and by a

later Act (25 Charles II . , C. 2 ) all persons admitted to any civil

office were to receive the sacrament of the Lord's Supper within

three months after admittance to office, and to produce a certificate

of having done so under the hands of the minister and church

wardens . The Post Office Act of 1711 (9 Anne, c. 11 , s . 3 ) provided

that the Postmaster General and all his officers were to qualify by

was
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taking the Oaths of Allegiance , Supremacy and Abjuration, and by

receiving the sacrament according to the usage of the Church of

England. The omission of the words “ of the Lord's Supper” from

the Act need not be taken to imply that Parliament was ignorant of

the existence of more than one sacrament . The expression is

common enough in the mouth of inaccurately speaking people, and

we all know from the articles and catechism that there are, at least ,

two sacraments.

J. A. J. HOUSDEN.
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From a photo rraph by C. Maidment.)

THE LAST FIELD POST OFFICE IN NATAL,

ARRIVAL OF ENGLISH MAIL .
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"The 11.50 to Moscow ."”

WRITER, referring to the drinking habits of the

Russian people, once said ,

“ The soberest head doth once a day

Stand needful of a guide. ”

Although this is doubtless an exaggeration, it nevertheless

contains a large element of truth , especially when applied to the

better-to-do classes. But the peasant, whatever his inclination may

be, has seldom the necessary copecks to buy drink with except on

Sundays and saints ' days . Then he makes up for lost time.

At all events the fact that the Russians drink “ not wisely but too

well ” was brought forcibly to my notice when on a visit to Moscow

in the summer of 1895. I had taken the train one Sunday morning

to the village of Perinov, some 25 miles away, in order to call on my

friend Allenson , who was engaged upon some new railway under

construction in the neighbourhood . But unfortunately constant

travelling on the Metropolitan Railway at home had spoilt me, and

I had quite forgotten to consult the time table as to a return train .

Nor did it dawn upon me to inquire until seven or eight o'clock in

the evening, when , with the utmost unconcern , I remarked to my

friend,

“ Well, old chap , I must be moving now. What time's the next

train ? ”

Now Allenson is a very good fellow in many respects. But he is

not sufficiently serious. Whether it is the result of living in slow

moving Russia or not, I can't say, but he habitually wears an air of

“ Oh ! don't worry yourself, to-morrow will do,” which is very

irritating to anyone with pressing business on hand. Consequently

I didn't like it when he burst out laughing and ejaculated,

“ Next train ? Why, 11.50 to-morrow morning, of course. I'm

going by it myself.”

“ 11.50 to -morrow !” I exclaimed in surprise ; come, no jokes ;

I have to get back to Moscow to -night."

“ Well, you'll not get back there by train, that's an absolute

certainty , ” said Allenson, still laughing in an irritating manner.

“ Where do you imagine you are-Clapham Junction ? ”

“ No, ” I said with some warmth , “ but I did imagine I was in a

European country. Why didn't you put me up to these little

peculiarities ofyour railway system ? ”
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“ For the very best of reasons, old chap . I naturally thought you

had consulted the time table and had decided to stay here the

night.”

“ To stay the night is impossible, " I replied . “ It is imperative

that I catch the mail train from Moscow for Flushing at six to

morrow morning. I have to attend the law courts in London on

Wednesday, and my absence would mean the loss of a thousand

pounds or more. I must catch the mail if I walk the distance. ”

Seeing I was in earnest, my friend commenced to cast about for

some other means of transit .

“ Let's see, ” he said musingly, “ Sergius Penskoff has a pony and

droschky, perhaps he would drive you over . Then there is Dmitri

Bodinoff, the innkeeper. But he is generally too drunk on Sunday

to drive a horse. The only other likely man in the village is old

Mazarof, the farmer. He usually starts for Moscow with his produce

on Sunday night, but I question whether he arrives in town before

eight the next morning.”

“ Well, we had better go and see this Sergius Penskoff," I replied .

“ Of course it's just possible he may not be at home, ” Allenson

encouragingly remarked, " he is frequently out on Sunday."

“ Well, let's hope he's at home to- day for a change," I answered

somewhat sharply.

When we arrived at the white-washed and dilapidated cottage of

Sergius, his wife was in the yard giving the evening meal to half-a
dozen geese .

“ Good evening, Mariovna , ” Allenson shouted from the roadway.

“ Good evening, batiushka,” she replied, bowing very low.

“ Is your husband at home to -day ? ” he continued.

No, ” came the cheering answer, " he has gone to Yarloff with the

Starosta, and won't be back till to-morrow morning. ”

“ Here's a pretty predicament to be in , ” I said to Allenson.

“ Not a very bright outlook , is it ? " he replied calmly. “ Still we

may have better luck with the innkeeper. Don't worry yourself. ”

“ Very easy for you to say , don't worry yourself .' But if you

had a walk of twenty- five miles staring you in the face at eight

o'clock on a sultry July night, I think even you would begin to

worry yourself,” I said with warmth .

Allenson did not reply to this , contenting himself by coolly

observing, “ Yes, it is pretty warm to-night, isn't it ? ”

After this we walked along in silence for a few minutes until we

reached the village inn . In front was a rather extensive piece of
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common land , and on this most of the customers were gathered. At

one spot half -a -dozen men and women were hilariously executing the

national dance to the accompaniment of an accordion . At another,

a group of men were quarrelling over a game of cards, while lying

about in all directions were peasants who had been overcome by

the heat and vodki .

At our approach the uproar momentarily ceased and all except the

sleepers turned towards us and abjectly bowed. Allenson made his

way towards the door of the inn at an irritatingly slow pace, and

asked for Dmitri Bodinoff.

“ Father is sleeping," his daughter replied .

“ Has he been asleep long ? ” queried Allenson.

“ Not very long,” returned the girl, " but he has been asleep on

and off most of the day. He was out all last night with the

droschky, and to-day the little drop of drink he has had seems to

have quite overcome him . ”

“ Then you don't think there is any chance of his driving my

friend here to Moscow to-night ? ”

“ I don't think so ," the girl replied. 6. When he came home this

morning wet through and shivering he swore he would not go out

again to-day , even for the governor. Besides," she continued , “the

horse is thoroughly worn out. ”

As this dialogue progressed I mentally cursed Russia and all its

people and institutions, and when Allenson turned to me and calmly

said I had better make up my mind to stay the night as it was folly

to attempt to travel 25 miles with a drunken man and a tired horse,

I am afraid I silently cursed him too.

“ Look here , Allenson,” I said emphatically, “ I've already told

you I'm going to be in Moscow by six o'clock to -morrow morning.

If this man cannot be induced to take me I'm to walk it . I

don't care much whether he's drunk or not, I can drive myself. And

furthermore I don't care what it costs me. Tell his daughter, will

you, that I'll give her five roubles if she'll wake her father up, and

then we'll see what we can do with him ."

“ As you please, ” Allenson replied with deliberation, “ but I really

can't see why you're in such a hurry. You might just as well wait

until to-morrow and send a telegram from Moscow saying you had

been unavoidably detained.”

“ Allenson , " I replied in an exasperated tone, “ I'm afraid you've

become completely Russianised. But we're wasting time. Tell the

girl what I asked you, there's a good fellow ."
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The promise of the roubles had the desired effect ; and at the

expiration of what seemed to me an eternity, the girl came back

saying that she had aroused her father and that he would see us in a

few minutes.

Ten, fifteen , twenty minutes passed, but no Bodinoff appeared.

“ Confound it, Allenson, do these Russians live on sleep and

vodki? " I ejaculated impatiently.

“ Almost so ," he quietly replied , " they take things very leisurely. "

“ Leisurely , eh ! Well, don't you think you'd better ask that girl

to go and see if her father has gone to sleep again ? ”

“ If you like, " Allenson wearily responded, " but he won't hurry

himself.”

Eventually, after the expiration of another quarter of an hour, and

just as I had made up my mind to walk, Bodinoff appeared.

Slowly and cautiously advancing towards us — for he was just at

that point of intoxication when great care is needed to maintain the

equilibrium — he touched his hat to Allenson and asked what he

might do for him.

“ My friend here ,” said Allenson, " has an important engagement

in Moscow at six o'clock to -morrow morning, and he wants you to

drive him over.”

“ Impossible," Bodinoff hoarsely replied, “ I was out all last night

in the rain , and neither myself nor the horse is fit for the journey.

“ You shall be paid well, ” continued Allenson . “Your ordinary

charge would be about ten roubles . We'll give you twenty. "

“ No, I wouldn't go for forty , ” said Bodinoff.

" Fifty then ? "

“ No, nor fifty, " he replied with hesitation . “ But I'll tell you

what I will do. I'll take you to Yaroslav—that's about half way

for fifty roubles.”

Thinking half a loaf was better than no bread , I told Allenson to

tell him I agreed, and asked him to impress upon the innkeeper the

fact that there was no time to lose.

“ It's no use trying to hurry him , ” said Allenson, turning to me

after concluding the bargain , “ he'll be all the longer if you do.

He's got to have his supper before he goes and give the horse some

thing too. So you may as well make yourself comfortable for

another three quarters of an hour at least. Come to my place and

have something to eat. You'll need it before the night is out. ”

On hearing this my feeling of impatience reached its height, and

·culminated, as it sometimes will , in one of utter resignation to the
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inevitable. There was nothing for it but to make up my mind for a

night on the road. So I accepted Allenson's invitation .

In about an hour and a quarter's time (I had allowed half an

hour's margin on Allenson's assurance that I should be there quite

early enough) we returned to the inn. Bodinoff in a very unsteady

manner was just yoking the horse to the droschky. It was evident

that he had been taking more drink.

“ Think yourself lucky if you get to Yaroslav without an accident

of some kind,” Allenson whispered. • Bodinoff's drunk. Much

better stay over to-night. It's ten o'clock now ."

“ I'm going if I am to meet with ten thousand accidents," I replied :

with emphasis ; and as the droschky was now ready I jumped up.

“ Good bye, Allenson , old chap , " I said as we moved away ; .

“ don't forget the old adage, ' never to put off till to-morrow what

can be done to-day. '

Allenson replied quietly, but effectively, by placing in my hands

a time table, with injunctions to use it .

For the first six miles all went fairly well. I suffered no

inconvenience beyond the continual jolting on the rutty roads and

the fear lest Bodinoff, who was swaying dangerously, should fall from

his seat. A cool breeze had sprung up and I was just congratulating

myself on not having yielded to Allenson's persuasiveness , when

the pony suddenly stopped. I waited a moment, expecting

Bodinoff to urge it forward . But he remained as still as the

pony.

Hallo !” thought I, “ here's adventure number one developing.” .

I yelled all the Russian I knew at Bodinoff, but it did not affect

him in the least. He was in a sleep such as only a Russian

experiences.

I climbed up to his side, shook him and thumped him with all my

strength , but still he slept on. Then I took the reins from his hand,

determined to drive myself. But scarcely had I done so when the

horse, with all the deliberation in the world , quietly dropped on its

knees , rolled over, and laid down to sleep also.

I took the whip and beat the animal unmercifully, only to succeed ,

however, in making him half open his eyes, with an expression

which seemed to say, “ Why are you beating me ? I'm tired . Go

to sleep yourself . ”

The picture before me brought the words of Turgenieff forcibly

to my mind, “ With head resting on the North Pole, with feet

pressed against Caucasus, thus thou sleepest, Holy Russia, deeply



THE 11.50 TO MOSCOW. ” ' 383

ילי

seemed

and soundly and steadily." Never till then had I fully realised

their truth .

After wasting some time in fruitless endeavour to awaken, first

Bodinoff, and then the horse, I began to think of deserting them ,

and doing the remainder of the journey on foot. But there were

obstacles to this. In the first place I didn't know the road , and in

the second it was near midnight and not at all likely that I should

meet anyone who could direct me.

Mounting the bank on the side of the road to take a survey of my

surroundings, I noticed , in an adjoining field, a pond .

“ Now ," I thought, “ if I could only get a few buckets full of that

water, and dash it over the horse's head, I might wake him up.”

But how was I to carry it ? Then I remembered seeing an old

leathern bucket swinging under the droschky. This I unfastened,

and after filling it five or six times and thoroughly drenching the

horse I succeeded in waking him. I would have treated Bodinoff

in the same way, but he was much the stronger man , and, well,

I wanted to get to Moscow.

After the cold water bath and sleep the horse

comparatively fresh again, and by dint of alternately coaxing, leading,

and driving, we managed to get over another five miles or so.

Then we came upon some cross roads, as nearly as I could estimate

about a mile and a half from Yaroslav.

Here was another difficulty. There was no guide post and

I hadn't the faintest notion which road to take. Nor could I risk

taking the wrong one , for time was fleeting, and the possibility of

not reaching Moscow before 6 o'clock had already begun to present

itself. Bodinoff must be aroused at all costs .

This time I adopted different tactics . Taking the half-bucket of

water which I had reserved in case the horse should need a drink,

I allowed some of it to trickle gently down the back of Bodinoff's

neck . To my relief he slowly awoke, yawned, stretched himself,

then rubbed his back and looked around him in a bewildered

manner. At length his eyes fell upon me, and there they remained

fixed for a moment or two until his gradually -returning memory

enabled him to recognise me. Then, as the situation dimly dawned

upon him, he signalled me to get up, and once more we drove off.

I thought we should do the remaining mile and a half without

further mishap . But no ; my greatest misfortune was yet to come.

We had hardly covered another mile when a vivid flash of summer

lightning caused the horse to bolt. Plunging into the bank the
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droschky was overturned and smashed , and Bodinoff and myself

thrown headforemost into the ditch which skirted the side of the

road . I scrambled out as best I could , and fortunately, with the

exception of a wetting, I was not much damaged. Bodinoff did not

fare well . For some moments he lay in the water, writhing and

groaning in agony. The horse, kicking wildly, drenched him with

muddy water, and by the time I succeeded in getting him on to the

roadside, he presented a most miserable picture.

As he was unable to stand I had no alternative but to walk into

Yaroslav and acquaint the police. For a stranger and in the

middle of the night this was no easy task. It took me quite an

hour to find a gendarme, and by the time I had returned with him

to the scene of the accident it was past two o'clock.

Together we managed to free the horse, and when it had calmed

down sufficiently, Bodinoff was placed on it and we slowly walked

back into Yaroslav.

Arrived at the Police Office I attempted to explain in mixed

Russian, French and English, the awkward circumstances in which

I was placed , and asked if there was any possibility of obtaining

a conveyance to take one into Moscow. But the officer- in -charge,

imbued no doubt with the suspicion that every foreigner was a

possible revolutionist, politely informed me in French that however

much he should like to assist me personally he was obliged officially

to detain me until the necessary inquiries could be made.

“ You must admit, ” he said , " that in the present disturbed state

of the Empire it is, to say the least, a somewhat suspicious thing

for a stranger to be found driving through the country in the middle

of the night with a half intoxicated native."

Of course I didn't admit anything of the kind, although I nodded

my assent. I knew perfectly well that if I openly protested it would

only strengthen the official in his suspicion ; so I merely begged

that he would have the enquiries made as early as possible . This

he promised , and directed a gendarme to place me under lock and

key for the remainder of the night.

I will not dwell upon the mental torment I suffered during the

following few hours. Suffice it that Allenson's “ better stay over

night” was continually ringing in my ears, and that just as the

clock struck six I imagined I could hear the engine of the mail train

whistle as she left Moscow station .

At about eight o'clock I was offered the first “ official” breakfast

of my experience . I suppose I was not hungry—at all events



THE 11.50 TO MOSCOW ." 385

3

I didn't eat it . Two hours later the Inspector sent for me to say

that he was satisfied with the enquiries he had made and that

I might go. Bodinoff was also sent home.

In the evening I was comfortably seated in the corner of a carriage

of the night mail, turning over in my mind the events of the past

twenty -four hours, when a voice from the window of a passing

carriage on the local line rang out :

“ Better have waited for me, old man, and come on by the 11.50 ."

Needless to say the voice was Allenson's.

A. E. TAYLOR.

S.B.D., G.P.O.

mm
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The Transmission of News.-III.

h
y

N news

HE special arrangements made by the Post Office for

transmission possess some most interesting

features, and include details which demand the utmost

vigilance and care on the part of the controlling officers,

as well as much intelligence and hard work from the operating staff.

No matter where the demand arises, or however unexpected the

event , wherever the agencies and newspapers send their representatives

to gather news , there the postal telegraphs must be also with their

instruments and staff to deal with it. Instruments and batteries

have to be despatched and connected up, suitable wires have to be

set aside, and oftentimes temporary lines have to be run to meet the

requirements of the occasion . It may be that the Royal head of the

State is sick , and the subject people hunger for information of the

progress made towards recovery. Or a great political personage

takes advantage of a visit to a remote district of the country to

deliver himself, ostensibly to a few score of the folk of the country

side, upon subjects on which the nation at large is palpitating to
know his views . Then there are race meetings and coursing

meetings, cricket and football matches, agricultural shows, and a host

of other similar products of our complex civilisation, which collect

large numbers of people together—in out-of-the -way places generally

—for short periods. All these occurrences require special

telegraphic facilities to a greater or less extent, according to their

nature and importance. Perhaps a single short wire extended from

the nearest telegraph office to a teniporary wooden shelter, and a

single telegraph instrument worked by a comparatively unskilled

clerk , suffice ; but in many instances the requirements entail the

rearrangement of the connections of hundreds of miles of wires, the

deportation of many delicate instruments, and the employment of

scores of telegraph operators in offices that, for all but a few days in

the year, may form the congenial habitat of the rabbit or the happy

hunting ground of the weasel .

A calendar of “ special events ” is kept and published in the

Post Office Circular each week. In many cases the permanent organi

sation suffices to dispose of the work, but in a large proportion

special arrangements have been made for the forwarded and received

messages. The operative control of these arrangements is in the
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hands of a “ special events staff, " consisting of a superintendent and

three assistant superintendents, and the operators are selected

clerks drawn from the central station in London and the more

important provincial centres . It is the duty of the superintendent

to make his requisitions for such circuits and apparatus as he con

siders will be required to properly dispose of the work, and for the

necessary operators. The former are supplied by the engineering

department, and the latter by the postmasters of the large offices in

the neighbourhood. These operators are all picked men, versed in

the operative details of the Wheatstone automatic and other complex

systems of telegraphy, quick and intelligent workers. No operator

is sent for the first time without a recommendation from his post

master, and the approval of the Secretary, G.P.O. Their only

immediate reward is a very moderate per diem allowance , and pay

for overtime if such is required ; and when it is borne in mind that

they frequently have to obtain board and lodgings where the

accommodation is limited, and prices are high , these privileges are

in themselves probably no attraction . But the mild excitement due

to temporary change of surroundings, and the elation that is born

of the knowledge that they are the élite of their class, makes the

“ special event service ” a popular one with the men.

Among the most important special events are the great race

meetings, and the arrangements necessary to deal with the work

arising therefrom are well worth notice. The various details can,

perhaps, best be understood by the consideration of a concrete

example, and the arrangements for the Doncaster Race Week in

September each year provide one at once important and representative.

The Doncaster office is not normally a great telegraphic centre.

The regular work is disposed of by a few simple instruments on

short lines serving the country villages in the vicinity ; three duplex

sounder key-worked sets connected with London , Leeds , and

Manchester respectively, and four simplex sounders working to Hull,

Lincoln , Sheffield and Newark. But during race week all this is

changed. The engineering staff have been at work , and when the

opening day of the meeting arrives, the comparatively simple

instruments on the regular circuits, except the purely local ones ,

have been displaced by Wheatstone automatic apparatus. Additional

wires are brought in and similarly fitted, and all the wires so equipped

are extended to the grand stand office some two miles away on the

Town Moor. The latter has an equipment of six Wheatstone and

four quadruplex key -worked circuits, and an imposing array of
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perforators to complete the plant. The circuits are proved and

handed over, and the message work begins. Both offices are invaded

in turn during the day by the special staff, which probably will reach

a total of ninety men. A portion are at the counter receiving the

messages from the public or the press representatives, timing the

forms, and taking payment. The larger proportion are in the instru

ment rooms. Here is all bustle and activity. The clatter of the

perforators appears to pervade the place to the exclusion of every

other sound , but the practised ear detects the purring of the

Wheatstone transmitters, each reeling off the slip at the rate of

perhaps three hundred words a minute to London , Liverpool,

Birmingham and other centres, there to be dealt with as received or

transmitted matter as the case may be.

One of the chief responsibilities of the superintending officer at a

race meeting, where part of the work is done at the post office, and

part at the grand stand , is to arrange for the change over from one to

the other. In the morning the work is practically wholly at the post

office, but as the public moves off to the course, the centre of

activity is gradually shifted to the grand stand. One by one, the

town office instruments are closed, and the circuits extended . The

clerks move off in little batches, and proceed to the grand stand,

until , by the time the racing has begun , if conditions are normal,

there is but little extra activity at the town office, and at the grand

stand work is at full pressure, with all circuits open there . In the

evenings the work is again transferred to the town office, and from

there the greater part of the press messages intended for the next

morning's newspapers is sent .

The work at a race meeting is nearly all " forwarded " ; the received

messages are comparatively few and unimportant. When the

“ classic ” events, the Doncaster St. Leger, and Epsom Derby

are run , or on the occasion of the great handicaps at Newmarket,

Ascot, or elsewhere, it is no unusual thing for the special staff to

deal with from eleven thousand to twelve thousand private telegrams,

of which perhaps two thousand are received ; and , in addition, get

off eighty thousand words of " in a day.

It is not always the case that accommodation equal to that

afforded by the instrument rooms at grand stand offices can be

provided when special arrangements have to be made for news

work . In January, 1892 , when the Duke of Clarence lay ill at

Sandringham (an illness which terminated with his death) , the

number of private telegrams of inquiry and sympathy was so great

news
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that the direct wire to Sandringham was fully occupied in dealing

with them. All the news work had to be disposed of at the little

village of Dersingham , a mile or so distant. The village office was

served by a single wire from King's Lynn, with another office inter

mediate. By arrangement, the Wheatstone working had to be

stopped at frequent intervals to make way for any private telegrams

that might have been accepted for transmission over the wire. There

was no room in the office proper for the special staff and their

apparatus, so these were accommodated in a small greenhouse close

by. The work was disposed of promptly and without serious

difficulty, but one can imagine the comfort of the staff was not

increased by their novel location, particularly when it is remembered

that the weather was very cold at the time.

The most serious mishap that can befall special arrangements when

made at out-of- the -way places, is a storm . Every available channel

is normally taxed to its utmost capacity, and if wind or snow causes

breakdowns, delays can only be prevented by working at the highest

pressure on the wires, and by taking advantage of every good length

of wire available to make up circuits, sometimes by the most devious

routes . An experience of this kind , that will live in the remembrance

of the participants, occurred in 1891. In October of that year Mr.

Chamberlain addressed a meeting at“ Highmead," a country seat near

Llanybyther, a little village in the county of Carmarthen in the south

western district of Wales. Much interest attached to the occasion ,

and notification of a considerable amount of news work was given .

A local wire from Carmarthen to Aberystwyth, serving several offices

en route, Llanybyther being one of them, formed the only available

connection with the great telegraphic centres. It was arranged to

cut this wire at the Llanybyther office, and extend it northwards via

Aberystwyth to Liverpool , and eastward to Swansea and Cardiff ;

Liverpool and Cardiff respectively , extending to London. Two

Wheatstone circuits to London were thus to be made up, and these

it was hoped would prove amply sufficient for all the traffic . A

special staff of twenty clerks , under experienced supervising officers,

was temporarily accommodated in the village shop which belonged

to the sub-postmaster. On the day of the speech a severe wind storm

prevailed. The proposed special circuit eastward could not be made

up, for Cardiff temporarily lost its direct London connections . The

other circuit, via Liverpool, was kept at work, but its behaviour was

not at all satisfactory, many repeats being called for by London,

which involved running the same slip through the transmitters in

D D
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some cases several times. As the result of much labour and trouble,

Cardiff got a connection through to London, late in the evening, via

Preston ( Lancashire); but the circuit so made up could only be relied

upon to work at key speed. The whole of the work was thus carried

practically by a single circuit. Notwithstanding these obstacles, by

dint of hard labour, the whole of the messages handed in were got

through to London with promptitude, and the business was actually

completed within half an hour of the receipt of the last batch of

“copy. ” Close upon forty thousand words were signalled, and the

newspapers obtained the reports they desired in time for their usual

morning editions.

A recent case that is likely to become historical is associated with

Lord Rosebery's Chesterfield speech on December 16th last. From

the 11th to the 13th December, heavy snow-storms and severe gales

swept over the Midlands, and extended to the southern portions of

Yorkshire and Lancashire, and to Lincolnshire. In many portions

of the affected districts the main lines of telegraph were dragged to

the ground by the weight of the frozen snow, or blown over by the

force of the wind acting on the ice-laden wires. In no part of the

district were the effects more severely felt than around Chesterfield ,

and the telegraphic service in the neighbourhood was for the time

paralysed. The knowledge of the interest taken in what the ex -Premier

had to say, and the demands made by the news agencies and the

newspapers for telegraphic facilities, spurred the construction staff to

perhaps even more than its usual activity in such cases ; but it was

uncertain , right up to the morning of the 16th , how far the depart

ment would be able to cope with the work. By arrangement, the

Central News and the Press Association agreed to cornbine their

verbatim reports, so as to reduce the amount of work as far as

possible. The afternoon was well advanced before the necessary

connections with London were made up, and these at first worked

badly. However, by the time the speech commenced, four fairly

good circuits were joined through, and by 8 p.m. three more (making

seven in all) were established. The London papers all received their

copy in good time. The West of England and Welsh papers also

fared very well , a forked circuit via Bristol serving them. There was

some delay in getting through to Scotland, but there was probably

not a daily paper in the kingdom that had not its verbatim report

completed by 1 a.m. the next morning. The special telegraph staff

at Chesterfield numbered thirty operators, with supervising officers.

It is said there were close upon 120 reporters attending the meeting.
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Between 80,000 and 100,000 words of news were disposed of by the

special staff.

Another variety of special arrangements of a most exacting kind is

afforded by the itinerant politician, moving from place to place in a

district, and making perhaps two, or even three, long speeches in a

day. Mr. Gladstone's several Midlothian campaigns, and his tour

through Devon and Cornwall in June, 1889 , are typical examples.

It is no child's play to set up, operate, and dismantle three properly

equipped temporary telegraph offices in twenty -four hours, but it had

frequently to be done . There is a tradition-how far it is founded

upon fact is not vouched for — that a hint of the heavy work involved

was conveyed to Mr. Gladstone ; and it is said that subsequently he

arranged both the hour and number of his speeches, with a view

of rendering their telegraphic transmission less difficult of accom

plishment.

In their handling of news the postal telegraphic authorities are

practically the agents of the news agencies and great newspapers.

An approximate idea of the extent of the work is given , often at very

short notice, and it rests with the department's officers to do their

best to accomplish what is asked . They have no control at all over

the amount of work that comes in, or of its distribution. It has

frequently happened that the special circuits cannot be made up

until close on the time for commencing work, due to the fact that

the requirements are not defined beforehand . But the difficulties

that at one time existed are rapidly disappearing. The department's

network of wires is growing to meet the natural growth of business,

and consequently special circuits can be made up with greater ease

than formerly. There is better combination among the news agencies

themselves, and consequently less of the work is repeated . Ten or

fifteen years ago as many as three independent verbatim reports were

often handed in for disposal, besides condensed versions . Now it is

the exception to get more than two, and sometimes one agency will

do the whole . There is a better appreciation on the part of the

press authorities of the difficulties involved, and the result a

greater smoothness and promptitude in dealing with the work than

obtained formerly.

Telegraphic rates for news were settled by Parliament, and are

very low. The minimum charge for a message is is . , and for this

sum any number of words up to a hundred can be sent if handed in

between 6 p.m. and 9 a.m. , and up to seventy -five words if handed

in between 9 a.m. and 6 p.m. The preference given to night
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messages is, of course, due to the fact that ordinary commercial and

private telegrams occupy the wires to a much larger extent during

the day than at night. If a message has to be sent to more than one

address, 2d . per one hundred or seventy- five words, as the case may

be, is charged for each extra copy, and no limitation is placed upon

the number or geographical distribution of the addresses. The

messages sent by the London agencies to weekly or bi -weekly

journals published in outlying towns have to be written up and

transmitted by hand, in some instances, twice en route. The cost to

the department in such cases is , of course, altogether out of

proportion to the revenue derived .

The very low rates naturally suggest the question : Does the press

message service pay ? It is probable it does not ; but the question

is one that demands a consideration of the special features of the

work itself and of the conditions under which it is carried out.

There are in all 11,512 telegraph offices in the United Kingdom

open to the public, of which 9,171 are directly under the control of

the postal authorities , and 2,341 are at railway stations ; of these

only 98 offices are open continuously day and night, Sundays and

week -days, and 74 additional all -night offices for six days in the

week. The remainder-over 98 per cent. of the whole number

are normally open from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. or 10 p.m. , according to

the importance of the office. The result is that a very large

proportion of the whole of the department's telegraphic plant earns

no revenue for twelve hours out of the twenty -four, though the

heavy standing charges for maintenance and interest on the capital

expenditure are continuous. But for the press work the proportion

of this partially non-revenue earning plant would be largely increased.

The policy of fostering a business which secures a revenue when

otherwise no revenue would be obtainable is no doubt economically

and financially a sound one ; and if it bears but a comparatively

small proportion of the unavoidable standing charges, the business

is justified . If, however, the service is carried on at a loss, the

press interests are virtually subsidised out of the national funds.

An acknowledged authority has ventured the opinion that the amount

of this subsidy is not less than £400,000 per annum. The correct

ness of this estimate depends largely upon the standing charges

referred to above to be debited against the press work revenue, and

the proper amount to be so debited is a point upon which seriously

divergent views may reasonably exist. But even supposing the

opinion to be correct, it is difficult to condemn the authors of the
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rates, even on the assumption that they knew the loss that would be

entailed. The desire for early and accurate information on matters

of public interest permeates all classes of society. The nation's

money can possibly be worse spent than in bearing some part of

the cost of satisfying that desire, and the “Parliamentary conscience, ”

if there be such a thing, need suffer no reproach for so framing the

press telegraph rates that this end is in effect secured.

In addition to the facilities afforded by the tariff rates the

department grants the use of special wires for the sole use of

newspapers enterprising enough to secure them. These wires are

from the telegraph office in one town to the telegraph office in

another town (usually from London to an important provincial

centre) . The Post Office supplies apparatus and clerks, and the

free use of the wire six nights a week, between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.,

for £500 per annum. Between twenty and thirty wires running

out of London are so worked . The terminal connections to the

newspaper office are paid for at private wire rates . A number of

the most enterprising provincial journals find this service insufficient

for their purpose, and go to the still greater expense of renting

private wires between their London offices and their headquarters,

the rentals being in some instances well over double the cost of

special wires . In the case of these private wires the operators are

provided by the newspapers, and consequently the rental alone does

not indicate the whole of the extra cost of such wires compared with

the “ special” wires referred to above.

The Times, and two other London, and two Parisian papers have

the use of special wires between London and Paris, and the first

named has also a special wire to Berlin . These wires are not

available all night, as is the case with the provincial special wires .

The usual period is three hours, and the hours vary in different

cases. They fall generally between 7 p.m. and midnight.

The pneumatic despatch system of the postal telegraphs in

London plays an important part in dealing with news messages.

This is especially the case with the House of Commons and the

Fleet Street and Strand offices' tubes, while the cable companies

and other city offices served by tube also contribute a considerable

share to the traffic . The total length of the London tubes is

38 miles 1,312 yards , and the longest individual tube is that to the

House of Commons (already referred to) , which has a length of

2 miles 472 yards . The internal diameter of the more important

tubes is 3 ins. , while those of lesser importance are of 24 in. bore.
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They are of lead, protected by external cast-iron pipes laid in the

ground in trenches, much in the same way as the underground

telegraph and telephone wires, special care being observed to

prevent the tubes losing their symmetry of cross section, and to

secure curves of sufficient radius to avoid checking the passage of

the carriers.

The carriers are made of gutta percha covered with felt. One

end is closed by a pad of felt discs stitched together to form a

buffer and prevent leakage of air in the passage of the carrier

through the tube. An elastic band secured to the body and drawn

across the mouth of the carrier serves to secure the messages in

place . By carefully loading the carriers and properly attending to the

signals the tubes can be worked continuously, and on the shorter

tubes, carriers can be despatched at intervals of one minute or less.

The total time taken in transit through the House of Commons tube

is six minutes, but there are automatic signallers actuated by the

carriers, and dividing the tube into three sections, and by means of

these, carriers can be despatched at two-minute intervals with perfect

safety .

The power to work the tubes is installed in the basement of the

G.P.O. (West) . It consists of six large Lancashire boilers with

multitubular ends, four condensing engines of 130 indicated horse

power each, and two non- condensing engines of slightly less power,

together with the usual supplementary equipment of a steam power

station . The air pumps work on vacuum or pressure at will, the

former averaging from 9 lbs . to 12 lbs . per square inch, and the

latter from 12 lbs. to 15 lbs . The incoming or “ up ” carriers are

drawn by the vacuum, and the outgoing or “ down ” carriers are

driven by the pressure. The tubes are worked either up or down,

a simple arrangement of cocks connecting the operating valves to

either the vacuum or pressure side, and the change is very readily

made. Where the traffic is sufficiently heavy to demand two tubes ,

they are usually worked “ up ” and “ down ” respectively. If only

one tube is installed, it has to be changed over from vacuum to

pressure, or vice versa , to suit the requirements of the traffic .

The 3 in . tubes have a capacity of from sixty - five to seventy

ordinary messages, or eight thousand words of news per carrier, and

the 24 in . tubes from one-half to three - fifths of these figures.

The system extends to the large provincial towns as well , pneumatic

tubes being worked to outside offices at Edinburgh , Newcastle

on-Tyne, Leeds, Manchester, Liverpool, Dublin, Birmingham ,
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Cardiff, Bradford and Grimsby. In some of these towns tubes

are laid from the post offices direct to the newspaper offices, and

the news work is by such means greatly facilitated . The power for

the newspaper office tubes is supplied by the newspaper authorities,

and is not derived from the post office plant.

The whole of the Wheatstone apparatus employed by the

Post Office for the news and general services, together with a large

proportion of the other instruments in use, and more particularly

those having intricate and delicate parts, is made at the department's

instrument factory situated in Bovay Place, Holloway Road, near

the Holloway Station of the Great Northern Railway Company.

This factory covers a ground area of 31,600 square feet. There

are seven workshops, having an area of 22,700 square feet, seven

store-rooms with an area of 13,500 square feet, and ample office

accommodation. Close upon four hundred persons are continuously

employed in the workshops. There are also examining rooms for

both mechanical and electrical working tests, where all apparatus,

whether made in the factory itself or by outside manufacturers, is

carefully inspected and tested before issue.

The department has also a second factory, known as the general

factory, at Mount Pleasant, Clerkenwell , where all the heavy cabinet

work is made, batteries constructed, and the bulky construction

materials generally dealt with . Here are to be found a very

complete set of testing machines , the largest being capable of

exerting a pull equal to a weight of 35 tons , and of effecting also

compression, torsion , and cantilever tests ; a well -equipped electrical

testing room for wire and cable tests ; and a chemical laboratory.

J. W. CURRA.

E. in C.O.
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The Forty -Eighth Report of the

Postmaster -General.

11

E have often regretted that the annual report on the

Post Office is not more widely circulated in the

Department. Though it now contains little more than

a bare record of facts and the usual tables of statistics ,

these are of value to every intelligent officer of the Post Office who

feels an interest in his work. It is , we fear, hopeless to expect that

a copy of the report should be given to every Postmaster for the

information of himself and his subordinates ; we must therefore

follow our usual practice and extract for the benefit of our readers

such portions of the present report as are most likely to interest

them. There is, we think, more reason for taking this course at

the present time , as the public newspapers have treated the report

with scant courtesy. We can quite imagine an editor throwing the

document into his waste paper basket with a parody of the opening

lines of one of Wordsworth's noblest sonnets :

“ Another year, another deadly dry

Report, another mighty mass

Of figures .”

It is no business of ours to instruct other editors in their duties,

but seeing how well the Post Office does its work and how closely

it is connected with the daily life of every person in the kingdom,

we cannot help thinking that readers would be glad to learn more of

the progress of the Department than is vouchsafed to them by those

who are responsible for the contents of the daily and weekly papers.

It is estimated that 3,919,000,000 postal packets, made up as

follows, were delivered during the year 1901-2 .

Letters 2,451,500,000

Postcards 444,900,000

Book packets and circulars 766,200,000

Newspapers 169,800,000

Parcels 86,600,000

The letters increased 5'5 per cent . , post cards 6 : 2 per cent . , book

packets 4 : 6 per cent . , newspapers 1'2 per cent. , and parcels 6.9 per

cent. The increase in the number of post cards is ascribed to the

greater use of pictorial cards.

In Scotland there was a falling off in the number of book packets
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and circulars ; we presume advertisers are discovering that it does not

pay to circularise the canny and cautious Scot. A new development

of the book packet post is mentioned in the report. The Department

undertook the delivery of a number of book packets addressed

simply to “ The Householder" in certain districts , and these packets

were delivered by the postmen as far as the supply admitted . The

senders were saved the labour of writing addresses, and some trouble

in sorting was avoided. “ The arrangement was found to work

well, ” that is so far as the senders and the Post Office are concerned ,

but whether the recipients were benefited is perhaps an open

question. The majority of these packets probably found an early

grave in “ The Householder's ” waste paper basket.

It is satisfactory to find that there was a large increase ( 17'09 per

cent.) in the number of express services, and increases of 6. and

14.8 per cent, respectively in registered letters and parcels . Except

as regards book packets , there was a large increase in every class

of undelivered correspondence and parcels, and the number of

registered letters that reached the Returned Letter Office was 21 •6 per

cent. more than in the previous year. Coin to the value of more

than £1,000 , and paper money to the value of more than £6,000

were found loose in the post . A half -sovereign used to seal a parcel

was found adhering to the wax when the parcel reached London .

The issue of new stamps bearing the portrait of the King and the

changes in the colours of the id . , 2d., and 6d . stamps are noted in

the report.

There have been few important changes in the Home Mail

Services. A special train has been run on the Great Western

Railway since January ist for the conveyance of the night mails,

and as a consequence of this arrangement, improvements have been

effected in the delivery and despatch of letters at several places in

Cornwall. The night mail service between Belfast and Larne has

also been accelerated. Fresh trials have been made in the

conveyance of mails by motor car, and a contract has been entered

into for a motor car service between Liverpool and Manchester,

although no motor vehicle has yet been found which can be relied

on to carry heavy mails as regularly as vans drawn by horses.

The use of bicycles is being extended in country districts, and in

some cases tricycles are now employed.

With the exception of some extensions of the parcel post, and of

a few reductions in the charges for parcels, the Report does not

contain any important information as to the Foreign and Colonial
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posts. There has been a large increase in the number of parcels.

sent to and received from abroad. The value of goods exported was

£3,710,116, and of imports £1,211,275 . Both exports and imports .

show an increased value over the amounts of the previous year.

There has been a large increase in every class of Money Order

business , which is partially to be ascribed to the closing of the Cheque

Bank. There has also been a large increase in the number and

amount of postal orders. Combining the figures of the two

descriptions of orders, it appears that during the year as much as

£74,898,882 were remitted through the Post Office in 104,650,814

separate transactions. Ten years ago the corresponding figures were

£48,993,384 and 63,006,175 respectively.

There has also been an increase in the business of the Post Office

Savings Bank . The deposits were 15,018,645 in number and

£41,452,051 in amount ; the withdrawals 5,748,624 in number and

£39,890,043 in amount ; the sum of £3,281,263 was credited to

depositors for interest ; and on December 31st there were 8,787,675

depositors entitled between them to £140,392,916. The average

value of an account in England and Wales was £ 15 16s. 5d .; in

Scotland £13 175. 4d . ; in Ireland £21 25. od . , and for the United

Kingdom £15 195. 6d . The average amount to the credit of each

depositor decreased by is. 9d . during the year. On the other hand

there was a very considerable increase in the average amount of

Government Stock held by depositors . Since the fall in the price of

consols, the investments by depositors have been far more

numerous than when the price was at or above par ; the Post Office

Savings Bank is educating its clients to look sharply after their

deposits, and at the end of last year 109,509 depositors held stock

of the nominal value of £12,786,190 .

The report contains a very brief reference to the Committee of the

House of Commons, which considered the measures to be adopted

as regards Savings Banks in view of the imminent reduction of the

interest on consols. The importance of this subject is emphasised

by the balance sheet of the Post Office Savings Bank, which shows

nominal excess of liabilities over assets to the amount of

£5,148,249 . The Committee suggested in their report a slight

reduction of the interest paid to depositors , which, coupled with

certain economical changes , will , they hope , establish an equilibrium

between payments and receipts. We will not now discuss the

question whether these proposals are sufficiently drastic. We can

only hope that by the wisdom of Parliament things may be so

a
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ordered and settled upon the best and surest foundations as to

satisfy depositors without involving any loss to the Exchequer.

The number of telegrams sent over the wires of the Department

was 90,432,041 , an increase of .95 per cent. over the previous year.

The increase in inland telegrams was 2'09 per cent . ; there was a

slight decrease in foreign telegrams and a large falling off in the

number of press telegrams, probably due to the decrease in

telegrams relating to the war. There are now 11,784 telegraph

offices in the United Kingdom as compared with 10,183 five years

ago , an increase of 1507 per cent.

The storms of last winter played sad havoc with the telegraph

wires, and in December caused a serious interruption of telegraphic

communication north of Birmingham. This was bad for the public

and even worse for the Treasury, as it cost nearly £30,000 to repair

the damage. With considerable ingenuity Lord Londonderry has , in

the next paragraph of the report , expressed a hope that it may be

possible to place at his disposal funds to enable the Department to

carry out a comprehensive system of underground wires, the total

cost of which will amount to £700,000. Whether these hopes will

be speedily realised depends, we think , largely on the weather.

Another storm costing £ 30,000 would, no doubt, also open the

Treasury chest as widely as is desired .

New wires to Germany were brought into use in May, 1901 ; a

telephonic cable has been laid between Dover and La Panne in

Belgium , and is the longest cable of the kind in the world ; an

alternative route of telegraphic communication with Australasia has

been provided by the Eastern Telegraph Company ; and the first

section of the Pacific cable has been completed .

The Telephone business of the Department is growing and

extending. The Central London Exchange was opened in February,

and the service is working smoothly. Other London exchanges will

soon be at work , and the demand for telephonic service is increasing.

Telephone licenses have been granted to the Corporations of

Brighton , Chard, and Portsmouth , and to a company at Norwich.

The telephone systems belonging to the municipalities of Glasgow

and Tunbridge Wells are now at work .

There are 97,785 persons, including 16,282 women, on the Post

Office establishment, and in addition 81,417 persons, including

20,267 women, in unestablished situations . The health of the staff

was, generally speaking, good, but scarlet fever and mild influenza

were prevalent, and three postmen contracted small-pox. The figures
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relating to the sick absence present some curious phenomena.

Although the percentage of sick absentees seems higher in London

than in the country, the average amount of sick absence in days is

higher in the country, in Scotland, and in Ireland , than in London,

and the sick absence of the unestablished staff is less than that of the

established officers. Pneumonia and phthisis are the most fatal

diseases to officers of the Post Office, and cancer claimed fifteen

victims.

The gross postal revenue was £14,465,870, the expenditure

£10,466,519, and the net revenue £3,999,351 . These are the

largest figures ever recorded, and may well be compared with the

corresponding figures of ten years ago , viz. , gross revenue

£10,451,998 , expenditure £7,192,487 , and netrevenue£3,259,511 .

The telegraph revenue last year was £3,570,046, the expenditure

£ 4,221,852, and the deficit £651,806 ; these are also the largest

figures ever recorded . The corresponding figures for 1891-2 were :

gross revenue £2,545,612 , expenditure £2,635,895 , and deficit

£90,283 . For the year 1901-2 the combined postal and telegraph

revenue was £18,035,916 , the combined expenditure £14,688,371 ,

and the net revenue £3,347,545 .
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Anna Reeve — Poetess.

R

ECENTLY two friends were staying at Aberdare. To

one , South Wales was comparatively terra incognita,

and having assimilated the colliery shafts, the moun

tains, and the dirt and squalor, which are salient

features of the town dear to Welshmen as “ Sweet ’Berdar," he was

incessant in his demands for a real live bard . Should a person with

a venerable beard , or of an astral aspect , be passed in the street, he

would promptly indulge in the wildest surmises as to his poetic

attributes. Ultimately this ceaseless conjecture became as “ tedious

as a twice-told tale vexing the dull ear of a drowsy man . ” And

then, just when the cord was stretched to breaking, the authoress

whose name stands at the head of this article came to the rescue.

“ O Dea certe ! "

In two coy volumes , snugly reposing in a corner of a sitting room,

like violets shrinking from the vulgar gaze , lay embalmed the literary

efforts of Anna Reeve. On the assumption that these are not so

widely known as they should be, it is proposed, for the mental

delectation of the readers of St. Martin's- le -Grand, to cull with a

loving hand a few excerpts from Lights and Shadows and

Echoes of Life.

The narrative powers of our authoress may be seen in the poem

“ Ernest and Alice. " Ernest is a rover (we had nearly said a

Surveyor ), and the poem mainly deals with his remarkable

adventures. Few the climes which Ernest had not adorned :

“ For weeks he had lain beneath the trees,

Scant food repaying his toil ,

As his wielded axe the bright nuggets drew

From the Californian soil .

“ Then homewards he sped, and he bound the gems

On his sister's ivory arm ;

Hark ! Hark ! a shout and all England's sons

Rose up at the first alarm .”

Few, too, the perils Ernest did not face. We read how

“ Lord Raglan needed a trusty hand

To speed his despatches home ;

How little does Ernest dream of the risk

As he glides athwart the foam !
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“ He has reached the steamer returning to France,

Has delivered the packet o'er,

To England's messenger* pacing the deck,

And will now return on shore.

" He slides down into the heaving boat,

A rope breaks-round she swings.

Good God ! the paddle begins to turn,

With a death in the spray she flings.

“ One stroke and the boat is cleft in two,

He sees the poor steersman slain ,

Then leaping he dives beneath the wheel ,

With a doubt in his surging brain.

“ What if the engine should strike him yet ,

Can he rise secure and free ?

It has grazed his back, but he breathes again,

Exhausted though he be.”

We imagine that Ernest's back was rapidly healed , as soon after

we find him among the Maoris in New Zealand, protector of a

long suffering widow, of whom it is related that

66 Tomahawked had been her husband,

Then the foe, with fiendish jest,

Drank his blood and scooped his eyes out,

Eating them with frightful zest.”

In the meantime Alice, who seems to have been somewhat

neglected, indulged her botanic tastes

Heliotrope, a shrub of perfume

Vying with the ginger bloom,

With the rose and honeysuckle

Ever craving extra room ;

Pinks, carnations, belladonna,

Red hibiscus, pink tacsonia,

Jasmine, ixias and camellias,

Sweet verbena and begonia . ”

In a later stanza we read

“ Had Alice known to what she hastened home,

Methinks she fain had turned, nor landed more. "

* ? The Indian Mail Officer.



ANNA REEVE-POETESS . 403

We trust this does not refer to Ernest. Here, however, we must

leave them and hasten to the poem called “ Deep Soundings.”

Again the authoress' love of travel peeps out

“ Yet one token I have carried

Home from the Antipodes ,

'Tis a photographic sample

of the Aborigines."

A stanza later, two remarkable circumstances are chronicled

“ On his brow a wave of sadness

Rolled, and , breaking, dashed in foam ,

While the engine, gently panting,

Whispered softly, “ This is home.””

Of a desperate Nimrod, killed by an elephant, we are told that

“ For days that beast remained beside its prey

And none could near ; at last the sad remains

Were hidden in the nullah's parched bed .

But later, when friends came, the heavy rains,

Leaving one bone, one sock, as memory,

Had swept the body to the hungry sea !

In Aden's burning sand the warriors' guns

Are firing o'er an almost empty grave.”

It seems a pity to have buried the sock. Having regard to its

durability the manufacturers would doubtless have been glad of it

as an advertisement.

A prize will be given for the solution of the following enigma.

An Italian bride commits suicide, and in the words of the poem

“ But in vain the search was ordered ,

Closed the waters o'er her form ,

Closed that life of earthly passion

In a hurricane of storm.

“ When the stunned and lonely widow

Landed with a bleeding heart,

All her days were days of mourning

Till again she had to start.”

Here we must with regret leave our authoress. As she truly

observes

s. There is none on earth to scan me ;

Love is strong but flesh is weak .”

MORGANWG AND GWENT.
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[We draw no hard and fast line as to the kind of books we notice,

but, of course, we give the preference to those written by

Civil Servants.]

JIM TWELVES, A.B. and Trained Man. By W. F. Shannon , author

of “ The Mess Deck , ” &c. Methuen & Co. , 36, Essex Street,

W.C., London . Price 3/6 .

( Mr. Shannon is of the Savings Bank Department.)

MR. SHANNON's first book , The Mess Deck, was so clearly the work

of a man who could write a short story and at the same time give us ,

in brief and light touches, studies of character which were at once

humorous and human, that we have welcomed the appearance of his

second venture with considerable confidence in his power to interest

There is nothing in the world which divides men so, as the

question , “ What is humour,” and one man will read a book which

obviously aspires to be humorous without a change of expression

unless it be of boredom, while another over the same book will be

convulsed in merriment. And yet both readers, if you take the

trouble to talk to them, will be found to possess a sense of humour.

Both these types of men have read Mr. Shannon's book , and the

opinions one hears expressed on it are, accordingly, extremely diverse

and in a sense bewildering. Mr. Shannon's hero is Jim Twelves,

and we are introduced to him first in a long story, and afterwards in

a series of short sketches . And much as we are amused at Jim

Twelves as a creation, and at his outlook on life and observations

thereon , the long story irritates us by its faultiness in construction, by

its farcical movement, and by a certain confusion of time and place

which characterises the story all through . What is humorous about

Jim Twelves is his point of view ; there seems to us very mild

humour in the incidents of the story, and the hero is so mixed up

with these bewildering incidents, that his own character, which is the

best thing in the story , is in danger of being lost sight of. His
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character finds its truest expression in Mr. Shannon's short stories.

Of these we think the best is “ Ofa Certain Jacker,” because, on the

whole, it comes nearer to the most enduring of all forms of humour,

that which hesitates between a smile and a tear. “ Of a Sooner,"

too, is delightful, and “ A Mad Lieutenant ” shows a sense of drama

as well as of humour. And there is something very refreshing about

“ The Tournamenters." But “ Of a Medical Precedent ” strikes us

as a little strained in conception, though it is redeemed by the

concluding remarks of Twelves , who, in his reaction against his lot ,

says that a sailor's life is a dog's life. 66. I'll be a tram conductor.

A tram conductor sees a choice sight more life than what a blue

jacket do. '

Then you'll never be buried at sea , Jim, ' I said.

“ ' I'm not so partic'lar as all that, ' said Twelves ; ' there's always

the river. But look at the priv'leges. Every night in a four poster.

And on'y holes to punch in tickets . And thirty bob a week. It's a

lord's life.

We are reminded of an incident in own experience ,

when we were crossing one night from Boulogne to Folkestone,

One of the sailors told us he slept at Boulogne and at Folkestone on

alternate nights and had done so for thirty years . “ Then , ” we said ,

" you must know both places equally well . Which do you prefer ? ',

" Oh," said the man, “ Folkestone by a long way. I like to get

out at the other side of the town in Radnor Park, where I can sit on

a seat with my back to the sea and forget there is such a thing . "

As Civil Servants, we must all enjoy Mr. Shannon's digs at the

Admiralty, both in his long and his short stories. He gives the sub

ordinates' view of the Admiralty, and it is much the same as that of

the second division clerk when he has under consideration the

actions of the Treasury. “ And espeshly we tried to make him

understand that the Commandments and the Queen's Regulations

must be interpreted wid judgment," is the counsel of the official of

long experience to the youngster whose zeal drives him to attempt to

carry out his instructions to the letter, and finds them impossible .

We like, too, Jim Twelves' refusal to sleep, tired though he was,

because he was expected to do it at a time when he was off du'y.

“ There's a time to sleep , ” said Jim , " and a time to stroll about the

town . And to confiscate sleep out of my own time won't compensate

me for bein' dished in workin' time. The Adm'alty says we can

sleep if we can be spared, and I could very well abeen spared . And

if the cap'n won't spare me in his time I shan't spare meself in me

E E
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own time, however bad I feel. And I do feel bad.” The logic

appears to us faultless, and the revenge magnificent, if you can only

keep awake.

We have surely quoted enough to send our readers to the book

itself, and to justify our own high estimate of Mr. Shannon's work.

We can all be critical in our own way, but the real test of a

humorous book is, “ Does it make us laugh ? " If it causes one man

to yawn and another to smile, and yet another to throw the furniture

about, it only meets with the fate of all literature of this kind, and the

answer to the question “ What is humour ? ” remains as indeterminable

as that to the question “ What is truth ? "

Par JohnRECUEIL POLYGLOTTE DES EXPRESSIONS POSTALES .

Wirkberg, Helsingfors, Finlande, 1902. Prix, fr. 2'50.

This useful little polyglot gives versions in French, German,

English , Russian , Swedish , Finnish, and (in part) Italian and

Spanish , of the principal technical terms to be met with in official

postal correspondence . The book must have cost its author much

thought, time, and labour ; but he should have a rich reward in the

knowledge that throughout the postal world the tribe of translators

will assuredly rise up and call him blessed . For ourselves, we have

dipped into the book with pleasure tempered with respect ; we have

learned that paketti sisältävä sisäänkirjoitettuja läbelyksiä is the

Finnish equivalent for " a bundle of registered letters," and that a

Postmaster General is called postilennätinlaitoksen yliterehtööri ;

and we have decided to postpone the study of this interesting

language until the Treasury regulations enforcing retirement have

thrown more time upon our hands.
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Parcel Post with the United States.

S our readers are aware, it is not the fault of the British Post

Office that the establishment of a Parcel Post with the United

States has been so long delayed . We have piped for many years

and with much persistency, but Brother Jonathan has refused to

dance. And now, at last, our Department has turned herself about,

has dropped her pipes and her pride, thrown her precedents to the

winds, and is to be found dancing a graceful pas de deux with a

private partner. The spectacle is a pleasing one, and we feel bound

to record our admiration at the performance.

The arrangement made with the American Express Company came

into operation on the ist of September last. The responsibility of

the Postmaster-General for the parcels extends to their conveyance

in this country and oversea between Liverpool and New York . The

Company undertakes the collection and distribution throughout the

States. This Company is known to be the only one which is actually

in a position to do the work thoroughly. Its capital is 18,000,000

dollars. It has, we understand, exclusive contracts on 50,000 miles

of American railways, and possesses 7,000 offices. In these circum

stances it will be grasped that the Department has made a wise
choice in its partner.

The charges on the parcels are of two kinds, postal and non-postal.

The postal charges , which strike us as being very moderate, are as

follows :

Not From From

over 3 lb. 3 to 7 lb. 7 to 11 lb.

On parcels d . d.

For New York City, Brooklyn,

Jersey City or Hoboken 3

For any other part of the

United States 3 4

The non -postal charges are levied by the United States, and must

be described as somewhat exorbitant. They are as follows ::

(a) One shilling on every parcel, due to the American

Express Company for Customs clearance and formalities, and

(6) One shilling in respect of the charges levied by the

United States Government under the title of “ Sample Office

Fee” or “ Storage Fee" on every parcel entering the country .

(©) Customs duty according to the ordinary Customs tariff

of the United States .

The postal charges must be prepaid by the sender ; and he may

also pay the non-postal charges and the amount which may be

S. S. d . S.

I 2

2 O O o
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assessed for Customs duty. If this course is followed, the parcels

will reach the addressees free of charge, and much delay will be

saved in transmission . As regards delivery, it is pointed out that in

the States it is not the rule in all cases to deliver parcels à domicile .

They will , however, be delivered at all places within the rounds of

any Express Company in the United States ; and in other cases the

addressees will be notified of the arrival of the parcels, and will then

have to make arrangements to obtain them. All parcels may be

insured against loss or damage, and a special scale of fees has been

drawn up in this connection .

Throughout the kingdom , it is satisfactory to note , the inauguration

of the new service has been hailed with delight. The press has,for

once, been unstinting in its praise of the Department; and we think

the praise is deserved, the more so as we know how quietly and

unostentatiously the officers have worked who have elaborated the

scheme. It only remains to say that, with consummate foresight,

the framers of the Atlantic Mail Contracts had already made provision

for the sea conveyance of parcel as well as letter mails to New York,

and thus the road was rendered smooth for what is now happily an

accomplished fact.

What are the Correct Principles and Practice of the

Postal Service ?

R. V. J. BRADLEY, Superintendent of Railway Mail

M in ,
expressing his appreciation of the article “ Notes on Egypt and

Turkey," which appeared in our last number, makes some interesting

suggestions on postal matters. He says : “ It has seemed to me for

some years past that someone should write a book entitled, say,

* Principles and Practice of the Postal Service, ' laying down axioms

for correct administration and discussing the means employed

of performing certain duties in the several principal countries with

the view of approving here and condemning there, thus stimulating

international discussion and thus persuading someone else to write

* The Correct Principles and Practice of the Postal Service. '

Do you know of any such attempt in the past ? To indicate more

precisely my meaning, let us take one branch of the subject, the

collection of mail . Should pillar-boxes be encouraged, or should

the public be led to depend upon the postal sub-stations ? If pillar

boxes are provided voluminously, should they be kept on one side

of a thoroughfare? To what extent should foot postmen be used to

collect the mail, and to what extent wagons ? Should an attempt

be made to face up the letters and post-mark them during the

collection by using a low.geared wagon with clerks and post-marking

implement ? Should these wagons make a primary sortation of the

mail, or is it more economical and speedy to take it unfaced and

not post-marked to a central station ? Is the answer dependent

upon the number of pieces collected in a certain prescribed territory,

and if so where should we draw the line ? What is the economical
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radius of action in the one case and in the other ? Then as to the

sorting , should the first separation be only two divisions , ist City

and 2nd Provincial, or should the first handling include a city

separation of districts ? Is the time gained by the speed of

making only two separations in the first instance sufficient to over

come the loss of time caused by the subsequent rehandling, perhaps

repeated handlings, of the same mail ?

“ Of course, I have only alluded to one or two phases ofthe service

in an A.B.C. fashion , and it is possible that the problem is so

complex and the complexity may be so entirely due to the locality,

the facilities at hand, and the character of the mail, that principles or

fixed rules of practice may be impossible to synthesize.

Still , one interested in the postal service naturally feels that there

should be a recognised science in it as well as an art. If we could

once secure approved text books we would have a basis for the

higher education of the officers, and the result, it seems to me,

would necessarily be to dignify the service.

“ If anything in that line has been done, perhaps it would more

naturallybe found in Germany, where , I believe, they excel all of

us in the desire to systematize all processes of administration , and to

formulate exact rules of procedure.”

66

THI

The Overland Indian Mail.

HE Indian Mail , as everyone knows, is conveyed across France

and Italy in a special train in the charge of an officer of the

Department (who, cur friend Scott Stokes tells us, is a gentleman ),

and is embarked on a steamer of the Peninsular and Oriental

Company at Brindisi , whence it is borne by sea all the way to Bombay.

Yes, that is the story familiar to us all; and those “ Officers in

Charge ” who at various times have given an account in our pages

of the 48 hours railway journey have skilfully relieved the baldness

of the narrative by descriptions of the people met with en route, and

of the town of Brindisi at which a stay has to be made, pending the

arrival of the ship conveying the homeward mail.

The majority of us , however, might feel non-plussed if called upon

to relate , off-hand, a little of the ancient history of the overland

mail. The fact is that, until the year 1835 , all our mails for India

were carried round the Cape of Good Hope ; and the approximate

time occupied was four months. In that year a change was

inaugurated, and the mail was sent viâ Egypt. It was disembarked

.at Alexandria into boats, which conveyed the bags through the

Mahmoudieh Canal and the Nile to Cairo. There camels took over

the burden as far as Suez, when the P. and O. steamers again

resumed charge. These various operations in Egypt occupied

altogether 49 hours, viz. , 11 hours on the Canal, 20 hours on the

Nile, and 18 hours in the desert.

In the year 1855 , railways began to be constructed in Egypt, and

the mails were despatched over the first two of the above mentioned

stages by rail and steamer—the camels still remained in evidence.
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The year 1856 saw the completion of the railway from Alexandria to

Cairo, and the transport of the mails over it. Two years later the

line was extended to Suez, and the camels retired .

The Suez Canal was opened to traffic in 1869 ; but for some time

there was either prejudice against its use by the mail steamers, or it

was thought that the quickness of the railway journey compensated

for the loss of time occasioned by the extra loading and unloading,

for it was not until February, 1888 , that the canal route was

substituted for that of the railway for the carriage of the mails. At

the present time the mail steamers navigate the Canal in from 20 to

24 hours.

The Twenty -fifth Birthday of the Japanese Post Office.

EFORE the year 1854 the state of Japan resembled that of

Be
the country with despotic authority, and their united policy was to

exclude the foreigner. In the year mentioned, however, the United

States fleet appeared off the coast and forced upon the nobles a

treaty which brought their country into the family of nations .

Treaties followed with the principal countries of the world. In the

years 1867-1868, after a short and sharp civil war, 278 military

princes agreed to suppress themselves in order that their country

might reorganise itself under a government similar to that of

advanced western nations. Thenceforward Japan advanced apace

in civilization . In 1872 it established its first Post Office,

and in 1877 joined the Postal Union the first of all the

countries of the Orient to give in its adherence to the Parliament of

mankind. It has thus just completed its twenty - fifth postal birthday,

and the progress made in that period will be understood when it is

stated that in 1872 the letters posted per head of its population

worked out at o'08 , whereas in 1902 the figures stand at 15'99.

The Japanese are justly proud of their postal progress, and marked

it recently in an up-to-date manner by holding a banquet in Tokio,

which was attended by all the Japanese ministers of state , and

a large proportion of the commercial community both native

and foreign.

Sir W. H. Preece and Wireless Telegraphy.

N Page's Magazine for August, Sir William Preece has a short

article on Wireless Telegraphy, which is especially interesting

on account of the description he gives of his relations with

Mr. Marconi , and of the prospect of what is called the Marconic

system . We print a few extracts from the article :

“ In 1892 actual messages were transmitted 3-3 miles across the

British Channel , from Penarth to Flat Holm. In 1894 speech was

transmitted across the Loch Ness 14 miles by telephone. In April ,

1895 , communication was maintained with the Island of Mull during

the breakdown of the cable. The system has since been

permanently established at several places and has proved itself to

be, for short distances, a practical system of telegraphy.

IN
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“ In 1896, Mr. Marconi was introduced to me, and showed me

another and better mode of doing the same thing. He had applied

'Hertzian electric waves and Branly's coherer, with which Principal

Oliver Lodge had made us so thoroughly acquainted, to the purpose .

The resources of the Post Office were placed at his disposal for

experiment and trial. During a discussion upon a paper read at the

British Association in Liverpool in September of that year upon

Hertzian waves, I was able to announce their successful application

to Wireless Telegraphy' by Mr. Marconi on Salisbury Plain . This

created quite a sensation- a sensation that has not yet subsided, for

he has very recently , apparently, obtained similar effects by similar

means across the Atlantic.

“Unfortunately, Mr. Marconi was captured by a financial

syndicate, and his relations with the Post Office were severed .

Nearly six years have elapsed , and yet the system has not yet

reached the practical stage. It is still experimental . Mr. Marconi's

ambition is evidently to conquer great distances. From Europe to

America, and from America to South Africa, has attractions for him

greater than a good, sound practical system between Guernsey and

Sark . It is not wanted across great oceans—it is wanted across

narrow ,rocky channels, and between tide -swept island homes. It is

a remarkable thing to say that at the present there is not a single

practical commercial circuit established on this system in the world !

It was tried in Honolulu for commercial purposes, but was

abandoned owing to its defects. Every nation has warmly taken up

the development of the system , especially for their naval services.

The British Post Office, the Admiralty, and the War Department are

busy experimenting, improving, and testing. Every ship of war is

being fitted up, and every colony is watching eagerly for something

practical. It was a failure in South Africa. Indeed, it does not

work well over land . The sea is its home. ”

Here is Sir William Preece's opinion of the present state of the

Marconi system and its prospects :

“ Whatever ætheric telegraphy may be in the future, it is not at

present a practical, reliable, and commercial system . The scientific

facts of ætheric telegraphy are quite triumphant, but up to the
present its practical results are poor in the extreme. The

sensational and really wonderful results across the Atlantic have

had an absurd influence on cable stocks in the Money Market .

Shareholders , especially of the feminine gender , have been panic

stricken , and have transferred their depressed property to wiser

pockets. The value of the submarine cable system has not been

shaken one iota . The Atlantic ocean is bridged by fourteen cables

always available and rarely disturbed . Each works at a speed far

exceeding anything obtainable on an ætheric circuit . Fifteen

ordinary words a minute is a high rate of working on such a circuit

for short distances , say up to fifty miles ; twelve words is about the

rate in Germany, but I do not anticipate in practice a normal rate of

more than ten words a minute .
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carry ? ”

“The speed of working is limited by the number of sparks that

can be passed per second, and the greater the quantity of energy in

the spark the fewer that can be passed in the same time. Moreover,

sparks are very capricious things and require much humoring. The

signals received by Mr. Marconi are not encouraging for accuracy.

Cable messages average nine words each , of which three are service

words and six are paid for. They are code words which are very

unsuitable for ætheric telegraphy just now. With repetitions,

corrections and fatigue, it is impossible to calculate upon getting

more words through a cable than 50 per cent. of the maximum

carrying capacity of that cable. What percentage will an ætheric

circuit

But the following extract will , perhaps, interest the general reader

most as it refers to speculations which have a fascination for
all of us :

• Although this short paper is confined to a description of a simple

practical system of communicating across terrestrial space , one

cannot help speculating as to what may occur through planetary

space. Strange mysterious sounds are heard on all long telephone

lines when the earth is used as a return , especially in the calmn

stillness of night. Earth currents are found in telegraph circuits,

and the Aurora Borealis lights up our northern sky when the sun's

photosphere is disturbed by spots. The sun's surface must, at such

times, be violently disturbed by electrical storms, and if oscillations

are set up and radiated through space in sympathy with those

required to affect telephones, it is not a wild dream to say that we

may hear on this earth a thunderstorm in the sun . If any of the

planets be populated with beings like ourselves , having the gift of

language and the knowledge to adapt the great forces of Nature

to their wants , then , if they could oscillate immense stores of

electrical energy to and fro in telegraphic order, it would be possible

for us to hold commune by telephone with the people of Mars.

On December 6th, 1900, paragraphs appeared in the Press with the

startling announcement that Mars was signalling to the earth.

Light appeared and vanished on the surface of that planet. But the

signals could not be read ; they were not consecutive or orderly.

It is now believed that they were due to natural effects ; indeed, to

gigantic clouds floating in the atmosphere of the planet reflecting

the light of the sun.”

Report of the Egyptian Post Office, 1901—2.

THE
HERE has been a 6 per cent. increase in the quantity of

correspondence, etc., dealt with in the service under the

control of His Excellency Saba Pasha. The greatest increase as

regards foreign postal relations was that with Great Britain—28.2

per cent. The number of articles despatched and received was

4,500,000 and 6,393,000 respectively ; and of these totals the

United Kingdom was responsible for 1,053,000 and 2,018,000

respectively . France comes next, followed by Turkey and Italy.
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A Savings Bank service was inaugurated on the ist of March,

1901. The initiative in this matter of Postal Savings Banks, says

the Postmaster-General, was taken by Great Britain in 1861, and the

example was followed by other countries in the order given below :

Belgium ist January, 1870.

Japan Ist May, 1875.

Italy ist January, 1876 .

Roumania 5th January, 1880 .

Holland ist April , 1881 .

France ist January, 1882 .

India ist April , 1882 .

Austria 12th January, 1883 .

Sweden ist January, 1884 .

Hungary Ist February, 1886 .

Canada ist April , 1886.

The service in Egypt was commenced with 26 offices, and later in

the year two moreoffices were allowed to participate. The total

amount to be deposited in one year is, as with us, not to exceed £50 ;

and the total in the course of years standing to the credit of any one

depositor is not to exceed £200. The interest is fixed at 21 per

cent. In order to afford the greatest possible facility to the public,

withdrawals can be effected at sight without authority being first

obtained from the Chief Office. It will be interesting to see how

this plan operates : the convenience is undeniable, but the path of

evildoers appears to be made easy thereby ; and we think the

British public would, on the whole, prefer to be kept waiting a few

hours than be at the mercy of every rogue who might temporarily

obtain possession of their deposit books .

At the end of the year there were 6,740 depositors on the books

with a balance of £ 47,491 to their credit. There is one curious

item which the Postmaster-General records in connection with these

depositors, namely that 362 of them are Musulmans , who, in

obedience to their religious principles, renounce all interest on their

deposits. The same scruple regarding the acceptance of interest ,

remarks Saba Pasha, exists among the Musulman depositors in the

: Savings Bank of India.

The balance -sheet of the Post Office for the year shows a credit

balance of £26,027 .

Report of the New Zealand Post Office, 1901-2.

HE results of the year's work , says Sir J. G. Ward, the

Postmaster-General, are probably the most noteworthy in the

history of the department. Notwithstanding the introduction of

penny postage, the gross revenue, which might have been expected

to show a serious drop, is only less by £15,262 than that for the

previous year. Almost 13 million additional letters were handled

as the result of the penny postage scheme ; but the increased

expenditure for postal salaries amounted only to £6,468.

THE



414
ST. MARTIN'S LETTER BAG.

Telegraph business, which has been on the increase since 1896,

when the sixpenny telegram was introduced, showed no sign of

diminishing during the year; and, although the increasing numbers.

of messages resulted in a sharp rise in expenditure in salaries, it is

hoped that a balance of revenue over expenditure will soon be the

rule rather than the exception in this branch of the service. Since

the introduction of the sixpenny telegram the number of messages

has grown from 1,701,524 to 3,52 1,986, an increase which , in the

words of the report, may be described as little short of phenomenal .

The profit for the year on the working of the department was.

£22,816 12s . 6 d.; but if the value of the free official corre

spondence and Government telegrams is added , there is a credit

balance of £112,466 vos. old .

The department has called into being an Appeal Board , to which ,

we gather, any officer employed in the postal service has the right

to refer his case if he is of opinion that he has a grievance. As

may be imagined, the Board has been troubled with many trivial

appeals in which the appellants had no real grievance, or else had

some minor complaint which could or would have been settled out

ofhand by reference to the department ; and the Postmaster-General

in future will require acase to be laid before him prior to an appeal

being lodged with the Board .

The islands of Niue and Penrhyn were recently annexed to New

Zealand, and the Post Office in November last overprinted a supply

of New Zealand id. stamps with the word “ Niue," and sent them

for sale to the Niue Post Office . The overprint was done with a

rubber stamp ; but later on supplies of stamps of the value of įd.,

id. , and 2įd. were overprinted at the Government printing office ,

both for Niue and Penrhyn Islands. There is a proposal under

consideration to create stamps of special design for both islands,

and also to change the design of the stamps in use in the Cook

Islands.

Two Post Office Reports.

'HE revenue of the Barbados Post Office for the financial year

over.

increase of £646 125. 10 d . over the previous year. How much of

this income was derived from the pockets of ardent philatelists is

not stated , but we opine that it was a considerable sum , for Barbados

issues , among others, a farthing stamp, a specimen of which, we

believe , is the prized possession of almost every schoolboy the world

In spite of careful management and of the efforts of these

guileless individuals, however, the expenditure exceeded the revenue

by about £3,000 .

It appears from thereport that the department, like many other

concerns in the West Indies and elsewhere, sometimes wants more

than it can get. In the way of office accommodation , for example,

it was found that many of the post offices are kept at the residences

of the postmasters or postmistresses, either in their houses or in
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some building attached thereto, and that in a number of cases the

space afforded was insufficient for the proper performance of the

work. The attention of the Government was called to the matter ;

and in the latter part of the year authority was given in one case

(that of St. Andrew's) for the construction of a new office. A

suitable building is said to have been erected at a cost of about

£35 ! We invite the postmaster to send us a photograph of the

structure for insertion in St. Martin's.

*

W

We learn from the report of the Bermuda Post Office for 1901

1902 that the revenue for the year was £6,043 4s. 6d , and the

expenditure £ 4,579 is. 2d . , so that a profit was made of

£ 1,464 35. 4d. This balance, as it happens, is greater than in any

previous year, and as it is made up by increase of business and not

by abnormal sales of postage stamps to dealers and others, the

Postmaster is to be congratulated .be congratulated. The remarkaThe remarkable growth in the

various branches of the service is attributable to several causes , the

chief of which was no doubt the presence in the colony during

the greater part of the year of a large number of Boer prisoners and
their military guards.

A Quest for a Birthplace.

HEN in 1901 (writes Mr. R. C. Tombs) the Postmaster

General of the day, the Marquis of Londonderry, visited

Bath to unveil mural tablets placed on the residences of Ralph

Allen and John Palmer, celebrated pioneers in the field of Post

Office reform and development , I felt that Bristol should not be

behind-hand in recognising in like manner the merits of her

celebrated son , Sir Francis Freeling, Bart. , who was for many

years the permanent head of the Postal Department, London.

This illustrious Post Office administrator was born , it is said , in

Redcliffe in 1764 , and died in London in 1836. On a memorial

tablet in Redcliffe Church it is stated , “ He has left a name which

will be remembered with honour in his birthplace.” And so I set

to work to discover his birthplace in the hope that on it might be

placed a tablet to mark a spot which must naturally be interesting to

Bristolians, and also to members of the great British Postal Service.

My efforts for a long time were fruitless, and fully exemplified the
fact that a man and his beginnings soon pass away and are

forgotten . In the course of the enquiry it was gleaned from

Mr. Francombe, head master of Redcliffe School, that his mother,

years since, told hini that Sir Francis Freeling's mother lived on

Redcliffe Hill. That was all the information obtainable director

from hearsay , and endeavours were therefore made to locate the

spot by enquiries whether in his school career his address was

mentioned in old school records . The aged verger at Redcliffe

Church could give no information . Mr. Francombe had recently

had Redcliffe documents in his possession with admissions to
Redcliffe School from 1710 , but he did not come across Freeling's
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name as a scholar. Mr. John Bessem Moore, of Abbotsford Road,

was consulted , as he was born in Redcliffe Street in 1811 , lived there

until 1876 , and became chairman of the Guardians who met

quarterly to elect boys to fill vacancies in the Pile Street School.

Mr. Moore recollected that in the old books of the charity the name

of Francis Freeling was recorded . The books to which Mr. Moore

referred could not be found, and it is believed they have been

destroyed.

Mr. Percy L. King, treasurer, Merchant Venturers ' Society,

wrote that " at the time when Sir Francis Freeling would have been

at Colston School , if there at all, the scholars were elected partly by

Mr. Colston's nominees and partly by my society ." On looking

through the records of the school, he could not find the name of

Freeling mentioned , and the presumption was, therefore, that he was

elected by Mr. Colston's nominees. It is only since 1875 , when

the scheme under which the school is now administered was

promulgated , that the Society have particulars of the scholars .

Then , Dr. Anthony Finn , head master of Colston School , Stapleton ,

could find no trace of Sir Francis Freeling's name on the registers

of that school . There are four separate entries of the boysin the

school in Sir Francis Freeling's time in two different books. In one

book the then head master entered the name of each new boy, and

the parish (not house) in which he lived and the date of his

admission. In the same book was entered (also, presumably , by the

head master) the date of the boy's leaving. The second book

contains the quarterly reports of the visiting committee. At each

visit the names of boys admitted since the previous visit were

entered, and also the names of boys who had left in the meantime.

The name Freeling does not occur in either book during the years

1760 to 1790 . Mr. Finn was therefore inclined to think that

Sir Francis Freeling could not be claimed as an oid Colstonian.

Mr. Finn thought it more than likely that Sir Francis Freeling was
educated at Queen Elizabeth's Hospital . The two schools are

often confused.

Mr. Jackson , head master of Queen Elizabeth's Hospital, could

find no trace of Sir Francis as a scholar in that institution .

Mr. Walter A. Sampson kindly made a search amongst the

archives of the Bristol municipal charities, but could not trace the

name of Freeling. The charities ' books are only account books,

and these give the names of the boys only who were apprenticed.

Mr. Sampson suggested that Mr. Latimer should be asked where he

got the idea that Freeling was educated in Colston School as stated

in his Annals of Bristol. Mr. Latimer, on being appealed to,

furnished the required clue. His letter is of so great interest that it

is given verbatim, viz . :

“In writing my brief notice of Sir Francis Freeling , I had mainly

to rely upon the biographies of him that appeared in the Bristol

papers at the time of his death ; and it was doubtless from them that

I took the statement of his being a Colston boy.
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“ So far as regards the youths nominated by the Merchants' Society,

Mr. King's letter is conclusivethat Freeling was not one of them , for

the Hall minutes were carefully kept . But the fact that the school

books do not contain his name is , in my opinion, not by any means

conclusive. At the period in question the Master of the Society was.

also the Beadle of the Merchants' Society, that is to say, the officer

OPINI

who was not only constantly employed in looking after the Society's .

extensive estate in Clifton, superintending the repairs, and collecting

rents ; but was also engaged in similar work on the great farming

properties of the Colston Trust in various scattered districts in

Somerset, at Locking, Stogursey, Beer, etc. , which must have

involved long absences from the school . It would not be surprising,

under such circumstances , if the school roll sometimes

imperfectly kept . With regard to the identification of Freeling's

birthplace, I am happy to say that I can give you information which ,

to myself at least, seems conclusive. In a collection of old Bristol

was
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sketches purchased for the museum and library about two years

ago, there is a beautiful drawing of Redcliffe Hill executed, I think,

about eighty years ago ; and the artist, doubtless acting on the

evidence of old inhabitants-- contemporaries of Freeling - has

distinctly marked the house where that gentleman was born, and

noted the fact in his own handwriting. Unfortunately the old house

.and all its neighbours were long since swept away.

when I first saw Redcliffe Hill , now forty -four years ago.

Permission was obtained from the council of the Bristol museum

and reference library for the picture to be photographed. The

following is the superscription on the back of the original pencil

drawing :- “ Redcliffe Pitt, Bristol. The house with this mark + at

the door is the house in which Sir Francis Freeling, Bart . , was born.

The high building, George's patent shot tower. G. Delamotte, del,

Jan. 12 , 1831.”

The house as " Set back ” or re-erected is now known as 24, Redcliffe

Hill . Although the site has now been located the old birthplace no

longer stands in its entirety, and so the idea of a tablet to the

memory of the great Post Office Secretary may possibly have to be

abandoned.

The Ceylon Motor -Car Mail Service.

HE Ceylon Observer gives the following account of the first

run of the motor-car mail service just established in the

island. The car left Lunugala at a few minutes after 9
o'clock

in the evening, and reached the Post Office at Batticaloa and

delivered the mails punctually at 8 o'clock the following morning,

an hour inside the time in which Mr. Green is supposed to do

the journey by the Post Office authorities . There was what might

have been a nasty accident on the steepest portion of the hill on

the way down. Just as the car rounded one of the acute-angled

corners which are frequent on the hill, where the grade is about

one in ten to fifteen , the road was found to be strewn with ten

huge boulders , weighing anything up to i cwt . apiece. The car was

pulled up sharp , and Mr. Green,with Mr. H. L.Worth, of Cocawate

estate, who was taking the trip with him,jumped down and cleared

the road. Had they not been able to pull up in time, it is more than

likely that the automobile would have gone over the precipice at

the side of the road, there being a sheer drop of about 300 feet at

this particular place , a detail which the would-be car-wreckers no

doubt had in view ! It is understood that this foolish piece of

business was probably carried out by persons who are very angry at

the introduction of the cars. On the journey up , the same trap was

found prepared, though in a different place, a huge rock being

placed in the middle of one of the bridges spanning a big stream .

To get on the bridge, a right-angled turn had to be taken, so the

party were nearly on the rock before it was discovered . However,

the car did not run on to the stone, which was heaved into the

stream instead .
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The trip , both down and up, is really very pleasant, the air being

delightfully cool and fresh , and the trip full of interest, as the

number of birds, beasts, and reptiles that the car puts up during

the run is wonderful. Hares, jackals, elk and mongooses

to say nothing of snakes and tortoises - are frequently met

with, and run along in front of the car in the strong glare of

the head-light which seems to blind them. When 14 miles out

of Batticaloa the other day, running in the daylight, the car ran

over a cobra — fully eight feet long—which was curled up in the

middle of the road. The cobra, just as the vehicle reached it, rose

up and spread its hood in a magnificent manner, and the moment

afterwards both off- side wheels went over it. Mr. Green jumped

down, fully expecting to find it dead, but was only in time to see

it disappear into the jungle ; so it cannot have been much damaged .

Mr. Green's driver, Mr. Luschwitz, when coming up on Wednesday
night, put up an elephant near Maha Oya, which ran in front of the

car fora hundred yards in a great state of excitement before plunging

into the jungle. The proprietor was a bit afraid that an elephant

might want to investigate the car, and not be frightened ; he is

glad to find that quite the reverse is apparently the case.

The car that left Batticaloa at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon, driven

by Mr. Haxton, the expert who has come out from England to help

with the service, arrived here at i a.m. , having taken exactly nine

hours over the trip, which means an average speed of ten miles an

hour all the way, and an hour's stop at Maha Oya rest- house for

dinner . Owing to the shocking condition of the road in places , it is

impossible to run at times at a greater speed than five miles an hour.

It is a great comfort to the proprietor that he has got Mr. Haxton,

as the latter has been with M. Serpollet in Paris for a

siderable time, and is an absolute master of this particular makeof

car. He has been for years in the motor-car business and is familiar

with practically every make of car on the market. He has had the

honour of driving His Majesty the King on several occasions , and

has won a number of prizes in the large motor-car races .

con

IN

Not Done Under the Act.

N January last some contractors working for the Postmaster

General opened a trench near the St. James's Theatre for the

purpose of laying down telephone wires. In the course of the work

one of the workmen struck with his pickaxe an old water pipe. As

a consequence a heavy rush of water took place which quickly filled

the trench and got inside the St. James's and Pall Mall Electric

Lighting Company's culvert, the whole lighting service of the

company being stopped for half-an -hour. A jury awarded the

company £ 145 damages against the Postmaster -General, though

counsel argued that the damage was not done by the Postmaster

General under the Act. “ He might be more effective with a pick

axe,” retorted the other side in a rather painful pun .

announced that the Postmaster-General would allow the twelve

It was
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jurymen a guinea between them or 1/9 each . One of the jurors said

it was despicable. But what did he expect after mulcting the poor

P.M.G, for £ 145 ? It is always the case : magnanimity is not under

stood : it is regarded as despicable. The Postmaster-General's.

guinea was obviously pure generosity ; for the damage was not done

by him under the Act.

My First Effort in Journalism .

HAD been ill, and everything seemed fresh when I came back

to the world , and so, while carrying out the doctor's orders of

convalescence by the sea , I used my eyes and looked around, and

much seemed interesting . Folkestone was my temporary home, and

two things there struck me as showing the individuality of the

place ; they were the prevalence of bath chairs and of dogs. Then ,

on enquiry, the reason for this was found ; Folkestone was the resort

of ladies - old ladies , to speak truthfully, and bearing this fact in

mind, the riddles of the town became easy. And first, its exceeding

primness-even the geraniums looked as if they were dusted every

morning (this is a quotation ). Then its quietude and the number

of bands and its disinclination to exercise. “ Lazy Folkestone ” is a

true epithet. To a junior used to "Merry Margate," Folkestone was

strange ; and I pondered over these things, wondering also why these

two facts seemed to stand out with such vividness against the dul}

background of seaside monotony. Then came a wet afternoon and

I fell an unresisting victim to the scribbling fever. " Folkestone

Snapshots ” was written and left in the letter -box ofthe local weekly

paper, up back street, which in London would be called a slum.

More than once my feet carried me round to that spot, and many

were the thoughts and hopes given to that venture. At last , I could

stand the suspense no longer, and into the office burst a desperate

man asking to see “ the Editor.” Quite calm was the vendor of

books and stationery in the shop, and a reference was given to the

third floor. I tumbled upstairs and was soon enquiring of sundry

compositors amid moving machinery for “ the Editor. "

s out”-of course . I knew that or should have known it if I had

been calm enough to think . I timidly stammered out Folkestone

Snapshots ” and was told-guess the wonder and joy—that it was in

type. Just fancy, in type ! I got out into the street again as proud

as if I had been made a Principal Clerk or an Assistant Paper- Keeper.

I felt as if I could fly, as if I wanted to get out on the roof and crow .

It was no use that reason whispered, " It is only an obscure country

newspaper kept alive by advertisements. ” Reason was not listened

to. A journalist! Imagination jumped over the preliminary stages

and placed me on the staff of the Times or the Daily Mail,

doing work of some light and easy character for a large salary. And

then the delight of really reading the article in print and showing it

to acquaintances ! The joy was great but fleeting, for this is an age

of criticism , and a new -born journalist is as easy to hurt as a new

born baby. One friend found faults in the grammar, and another
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objected to what he called the “ tone ” of the production . A third

carped at the title, which he styled “ flashy American ," and a fourth

said he had seen worse things printed . — But why continue ? I

suppose it was the re-action . I almost wondered why the Editor

had inserted it , but only “ almost.” It was my own, my very own ,

and with all its faults I loved it still .

W. C. E. BRIGNALL.

UN

Post Office Red Tape.

TNDER this heading appeared an account in the daily papers

of the 8th August of some police court proceedings which

will interest Post Office readers.

“ An inspector from the South Eastern District Post Office,

Borough High Street , asked the magistrate to allow him to swear an

affidavit. He explained that a Yorkshire County Court wanted

official evidence of the salary payable to a postal clerk now employed

in London.—The Magistrate : And you can supply the information ?

- The Inspector : Oh, yes, I havemade out the necessary form ,

and have signed it ; but the Controller of the General Post Office

requires me to make an affidavit before a magistrate that the

signature is mine.—The Magistrate : I should have thought any

clerk in the office could have witnessed your signature. I have no

power to receive affidavits, butyou can make a statutory declaration

before me, if you like.-The Inspector : But the Controller says it

must be an affidavit. — The Magistrate : I can't see that either is

required, but surely a statutory declaration before a commissioner of

oaths would be sufficient.— The inspector invited the magistrate to

peruse a sheaf of correspondence on the subject, and finally left the

court without solving the difficulty .”

We are amused at the picture given of the bewildered inspector
endeavouring to carry out the instructions of his Controller. His

duty was not to reason why,” but to follow the example of his

Secretary, who has so frequently informed us that he does what

he is told . For the sake of the reputation of the Department

in the matter of drawing up intelligible reports, we regret that

even after the inspector had invited the magistrate “ to peruse a

sheaf of correspondence on the subject," the difficulty was not

solved. If the magistrate did not accept the invitation , much as

we sympathise with him in his refusal, we think he neglected a

valuable educational experience . He would at least recognise that

the Post Office, following the example of nature, pays as much

attention to the infinitely little as to the infinitely great.

Things we ought to Know.

OW familiar is this heading to readers of newspaper magazines

and almanacs , and how useful is the ideato editors who

have corners and half columns to fill up ! We have lately had

placed in our hands a copy of the Stoke-by-Nayland Parish

magazine, and we found there the familiar heading, and being a

66

H

F F
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religious publication we naturally expected something which , while

perhaps not neglecting our material interests , gave due weight to

the concerns of the spirit. We were a little startled, however, to see

that the following are considered by the Vicar of Stoke -by -Nayland

the things we ought to know.

MISCELLANEOUS.

“ (Things we ought to know. )

“ A robin weighs one ounce. He eats in a day 2 oz. of worms.

“ The question is , Do we, or do we not, require as much food

according to our weight as a robin does ?

“ If we do, let us see how much food we require.

“ Supposing a man to weigh 12 stone. He will then require

30 stone of food a day, that is nearly four hundred weight a day.

“ That is a fair amount. Supposing he lives only on sausages, how

many sausages will he require ? They go at 8 to the pound. Then

he will need 3360 sausages a day.

“ How thankful we should be that we do not eat as much in

proportion to our weight as a robin does !

If you do the sum a little further you will find that a man who eats

as much as a robin does will get through 77 miles of sausages

a year.

“ Those of you who have anything to do with providing dinners for

the Coronation should make a note of these things. It is well to

know how much to order.”

We have a suspicion that the Vicar must have been a Senior

Wrangler. So many who have obtained this distinction spend their

lives in country vicarages, and have little opportunities for the

display of their mathematical powers. The opportunity offers in

their parish magazine, and they are enabled to give their abstruse

speculations a religious turn by such an inimitable reflection as

• How thankful we should be that we do not eat as much in

proportion to our weight as a robin does !” We must add however

that, after reading the statistics showing the amount of jam

consumed by the British Army in South Africa , we think the English

soldier must run the robin rather close.

66

Mr. James Williamson .

N the 26th July Mr. James Williamson , Superintendent in the

O
· regulations, after 43 years service in the Edinburgh office. He

began his official career as sorter in the old office in Waterloo Place,

and was one of those who took part in the transfer of the sorting

business to the present building, the laying of the foundation stone

of which was among the last public acts of the late Prince Consort .

For a time Mr. Williamson acted as Provincial Clerk in Charge, and

in that capacity was employed at Dunfermline, Hawick , Brechin ,
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Dalbeattie , Fraserburgh, Haddington , and other offices. Since 1879

he had been engaged in the Controller's Office, and during the last

ten years acted as Chief Clerk of the Sorting Office. Before leaving,

Mr. Williamson was the recipient , from a number of his brother

officers, of a handsome gold albert with pendant, and a gold mounted

umbrella. Mr. Williamson was always kindly and genial in his

MR. J. WILLIAMSON .

dealings with those with whom he was associated, and he carries

with him into his retirement the good wishes of all who had the

pleasure of knowing him .

O

The late Mr. A. A. Burckhardt.

N the roth September, 1902 , at his house in the Royal

near and

dear to him , there passed away Adolphus Archer Burckhardt, for

many years Surveyor of the Western District.

“ Dolly Burckhardt," as he was known to the older race of

Secretary's Office men, entered the Post Office in March, 1847 .

He was appointed a Surveyor in 1866, and very shortly afterwards

took charge of the Western District, in which he remained up to his

retirement in 1895 . He was exceptionally staunch to the Post

Office and to all the traditions of that Department. His heart and

soul were in his work, and he never spared himself in any way to

secure all arrangements for which he was responsible being as perfect

as possible. He was not, perhaps, much in touch with the new

school of official thought , but he left the service conspicuously the

better for his connection with it . He knew nothing of the habits

of those who run with the hare and hunt with the hounds. He was

a man with much determination , and he was determined that every

thing connected with his home and his district should, as far as
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possible, be perfect. He was devoted to his home and his home

life, and these and his official duties constituted his interests in life.

It is understood that Mr. Burckhardt died suddenly of acute

influenza .

Bravery .

N the 21st May last as Mr. Charles Mayne of the Dublin

Post Office was walking near the basin of the Royal Canal,

Dublin, his attention was arrested by the cries of a boy , who was

struggling in the water about 50 feet away. The lad had been playing

near the edge of the basin and had fallen into about 10 feet of water.

ON

MR. C. MAYNE.

Some workmen had made an unsuccessful attempt at rescue by

throwing in planks for him to grasp . Mr. Mayne, seeing that

the child's life was in imminent danger, pluckily jumped in with
out waiting to remove any of his clothing, swam across the

basin , and succeeded in saving the child's life, not, however, without

imperilling his own, as after bringing the lad to the side he was

very much exhausted from his efforts,and had to be assisted out of
the water .

Mr. Spencer James.

R. SPENCER JAMES, Postmaster of Accrington , retired
owing to ill -health on the 31st May last . He entered the

service as clerk at Ryde in May, 1862, and was then the only clerk

employed there. In February, 1865 , he was transferred to Hull ,

where Mr. Sam Walliker was postmaster, and in June thefollowing
year he was transferred to Exeter, where he remained till March,

1894, when he was appointed Postmaster of Accrington . Mr. Spencer
James was the first “Provincial Clerk in Charge for the Western

District , and during the time he held that appointment he visited

nearly every part of the West of England , andin the North Devon

and North Cornwall Districts he is acquainted with every village
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and road . When the telegraphs were transferred to the Department

he was employed in making arrangements for fitting up many post

offices for its reception. He was also specially employed in making

arrangements in the Western District for the introduction of the

Parcel Post , for which the Treasury granted him a gratuity.

Mr. Spencer James is a brother to the Postmaster of York and

Middlesbrough. Before leaving Accrington , Mr. James was

presented by the post office staff with a massive gold diamond

ring and a travelling case . He was also the recipient of many

expressions of good-will from members of the public, who keenly

appreciate the services he has rendered to the town since his

appointment there. A portrait of Mr. James appeared in our fifth

volume at page 368 .

TH

Manchester and Liverpool.

HE Manchester and Liverpool Post Office staffs inaugurated

on the 13th September what is intended to be an annual

gathering of the members of the two staffs. In the afternoon a

garden party was held on the Manchester Athletic Ground at

Fallowfield, and cricket matches were played by teams representing

the gentlemen and ladies of the two staffs. The former match

resulted in a draw ; in the latter the Manchester ladies claimed

the victory. There was a fair attendance of spectators, and the

proceedings were enlivened by selections of music from the

Manchester Post Office Band.

In the evening a dinner took place at the Albion Hotel . Mr. J.

Philips ( Postmaster of Manchester) presided, and with him were

the Lord Mayor of Manchester (Alderman Hoy) , the Mayor of

Salford ( Alderman Rudman) , and Mr. F. Salisbury ( Postmaster

of Liverpool) .

Mr. J. L. Viney proposed the toast “ The Postmaster-General.”

He said he did not think there had been any appointment in recent

years which had given more general satisfaction throughout the

length and breadth of the kingdom , and he might add and the

Empire, than that of Mr. Austen Chamberlain to the Postmaster

Generalship .

In proposing the toast , “ The Corporations of Manchester ,

Salford, and Liverpool,” the Chairman said at first sight there

might not seem to be any close affinity between the Post Office

and these municipalities, except that the measure of success of

each depended upon the amount of hard work expended upon

it . But although they were members of a state institution they

had a very great affection for the communities in which they lived

and worked. They were proud to call themselves servants of the

King ; they were equally proud to call themselves servants of those

communities - servants in the only sense in which free men could

be servants , servants in so far that they were doing their best to

work for those communities. Turning to the work of the Post

Office, he said there was no other institution in which so much
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depended upon accuracy and efficiency, and whatever measure

of success was attained was to the credit of the executive staff,

for the primary duty of the Post Office was to place the corre

spondence of the public in the right hands with the least possible

delay, and all the powers of organisation would not affect that

unless the executive staff did its duty. One effective means of

keeping up the efficiency was the meeting together in friendly social

intercourse of the members of the staff.

The Lord Mayor of Manchester and the Mayor of Salford

responded .

Newton Abbot.

EWTON ABBOT was one of the places which made a brave

show in the way of decorations on Coronation Day. And in

the opinion of most visitors and residents the Post Office carried off

the honours as the best decorated building in the town . We give

N

GOD BLESSTHEN

NEWTON ABBOT POST OFFICE.

a picture of the office in its Coronation garb. The decorations

were carried out under the supervision of Mr. James , the chief

clerk, who indeed designed them , and they were made by members

of the staff ; the wholeof the staff were present at a tea given by the

Postmaster, Mr. W. H. Walton, who, however, was unfortunately
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called away at the last moment through the illness of his father.

A telegram was sent to the King congratulating him on his recovery

and coronation , and a reply was received on Monday.

Tpossessing an

Nottingham.

HE Nottingham Post Office is to be congratulated upon

possessing excellent Association Football Club .

Nottingham clubs have played a prominent part in football

history , and its two leading clubs , Notts Forest and Notts County,

have occupied high positions in the annual contests for the

Association Cup. It is of interest, therefore, to record that a

member of the Nottingham Post Office, Mr. F. G. Coles, has

occasionally assisted these famous organizations in several of their

strongest matches, including two semi-finals of the English Cup

Ties. Unfortunately, the Post Office Club can no longer requisition

his services, as he has joined the professional ranks of the Woolwich

Arsenal Club and is a regular player in the first eleven.

The Nottingham Post Office Club was founded about1882, and

has always been prominent among the Thursday Football Clubs of

the city . The formation of a League in 1895-6 gave a great

impetus to the game in Nottingham , and although the Post Office

Club made no especial mark during the first and second seasons,

it managed to reach the top in 1897-8 , after many hard and exciting

struggles. This meritorious position was recognised by the presenta

tionof handsome gold medals by Lord Henry Bentinck on behalf

of the League. Although not at the head of the combination,

the Post Office Club did remarkably well in the two following

years, and last season , when the Notts Football Association offered

a Thursday Challenge Cup for competition to clubs in the County

of Nottinghamshire, the Post Office had the satisfaction of winning

it . The keenest struggle in the competition was in the semi- final

round , when the Post Office defeated Forest Grove, a very strong

club, with an unbeaten record for two seasons, and a goal record

of 79 for and 4 against. Victory was not obtained , however, until

after a drawn game (1-1) . When the match was replayed the

Post Office team won by two goals to nil.

The illustration represents the team for the season 1901-2 .

E. A. M.

Natal.

WO years ago , when recording in our pages the appointment

of Mr. J. Frank Brown to the Postmaster-Generalship of

Natal, we ventured to predict that the Post Office Administration

of that colony would find in him a strong and skilful chief. It is

now officially stated that Mr. Brown has been appointed Postmaster

General of the Transvaal ; and in Natal papers just to hand we find

eloquent testimony to the loss which the colony has sustained by

the change. In the course of a leading article on the subject, the

TWO
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Natal Witness observes that “ the whole colony deplores this

removal of still another of our best officials to the Transvaal . Their

gain may be gauged by our loss.” The Times of Natal recognises

that the Transvaal must inevitably attract much of what is best in

South African official circles , and resigning itself to the inevitable,

says : “ The only consolation left us is the reflection that South

Africa is now one country, and that it will become more closely

united as the years go on. If we take the larger view we realise

that whether a man be doing the day's work in Natal or the Cape

or the Orange Colony or the Transvaal he is really working for the

advancement of the country as a whole, for the good of the future

federated States of the South African Sovereignty . That is the

unselfish view to take, but we, Natalians , cannot help feeling

rather sorry for ourselves when we have to bid farewell to fellow

colonists of the stamp of Mr. Frank Brown. He has put in splendid

work since his arrival in this colony, and his department has always

been above the criticism even of the most captious. His successor

will find a perfected organisation and an excellent spirit animating

all branches of the postal and telegraphic service .”

Meanwhile, the appointment of Mr. Walter F. Ford , of the

Secretary's Office, London , as Assistant Secretary to the Natal

Post Office, is a reminder that in recent changes the colony must

count gains as well as losses . That Mr. Ford is an experienced

and able official goes without saying . He has been trained in an

excellent school ; and we are confident that he will make his mark

in the Postal Service of the Colony. Outside the official sphere,

he is a recognised authority on matters of finance, and his last

two articles in the Contemporary Review on " The American

Invasion of England ” and “ The Limits of the American Invasion ”

have attracted widespread attention throughout the country .

We heartily wish Mr. Brown and Mr. Ford every success in

their new spheres of labour.

A Benefit Cricket Match for an Old Postwoman .

M
RS. PLUMLEY, sub -postmistress and village postwoman

of Walton -in -Gordano, a hamlet near the pleasant Somerset

seaside town of Clevedon , has had recently to give up her employ

ment in the Post Office service through the operation of a double

law, that of nature, which in process of time converts the young

into the old, and that of the Post Office, under which the

Department has to dispense with the services of octogenarians

out of regard for general public convenience . The worthy dame,

who has reached the ripe old age of 84 years, performed for

38 years the work of the Post Office at Walton -in -Gordano, and

made the village delivery up to the last . Notwithstanding her

long connection with the Post Office she was ineligible for

Government pension, and she would have been in rather sore straits
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on losing her Post Office income - small though it was — had she

not been granted temporary aid by that noble institution, the

Rowland Hill Benevolent Fund, which is doing such excellent

work for the many humble Post Office toilers , who, like Dame

Plumley, are short time helpers of the great postal department,

and who get no state or old age pension . Being well aware

of the poor widow's reduced circumstances, Mr. Frank Stoddart,

whose residence is near to the dame's cottage, suggested to the

Rev. E. F. A. Hext (rector of Walton -in -Gordano, and captain

of the Clevedon cricket club ) the charitable idea of arranging

“ benefit cricket match . " The suggestion “ took on ," a match

was arranged as a deferred coronation festival, and it came off on

July 30th , the sum of one shilling being charged for admission to

the Dial Hill cricket ground , where the match was played . Sir

Edmund Elton kindly consented to captain a team of 22 village
players against an eleven of the Clevedon cricket club . The

Clevedon eleven were victorious. A marquee was erected and tea

was kindly provided by Lady Elton,Mrs. Ernest Wills , Mrs. Hext, and

the Misses Kemeys-Tynte. The affair redounds to the credit of those

who were responsible for the arrangements, and who kindly gave

such support that an amount of £ 15 , including £9 by way of

special donation , was forthcoming for Mrs. Plumley's benefit.

R. Ç. TOMBS.

The Army Post Office Corps.

A
CORRESPONDENT sends a suggestion to us, which we

heartily support, that the Volunteers in the Post Office should

in some way specially recognise the services rendered by the Army

Post Office Corps during the late war. At times the work was

probably pleasant and not arduous , but certainly in the early stages

of the campaign the members of the Corps were often called upon

to endure great hardships and to act not only as Post Office officials

but as combatants. We have all been gratified to know that the

War Office has recognised the work of the Corps, and that honours

have been conferred on its leading members ; but we of the Post

Office think that something more in the way of recognition by our

own Department is desirable. Many institutions such as hospitals ,

private firms and clubs have signalised the return of their representa

tives in some special manner, and we hope the Post Office will not

be an exception . The opportunity might also be taken to obtain

subscriptions towards a memorial of those of the Corps who have

died from wounds and disease while serving in South Africa.

The Children's Country Holidays Fund .

HE following is a list of the sums subscribed in various

towards this Fund, which is to provide fresh air for ailing London
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children . Any information concerning the Fund may be obtained

of Mr. C. H. Bundy, Secretary's Office, G.P.O.:

OFFICE OR BRANCH. OFFICE OR BRANCH .

£ s. d . £ s. d .

Secretary's and Solicitor's Amount brought forward 289 2 8

Office 17 7 6 District Offices, London

Registry 9 6
( continued ) :

Accountant General's Office, Western 10 I2 o

Male Staff North Western

Postal Order Branch 9 6 West Central ...

Clearing House Branch 4 17 Paddington 37

Savings Bank, Men's Staff. 19 13 7 Battersea 7

Women's Staff 30
Norwood 8 13

Returned Letter Office 4 8 6 Provincial Surveyor's De
London Postal Service,

partment :
Controller's Office

7 17 North Eastern I 3 6

* Inland , East Central and North Western
9

Branch Offices 24 13 10 North Wales I 7
6

Money Order Office 7 6
South Wales I 17 6

Medical Department 0 16 6
North Midland 6

Controller of Stores Depart South Midland I 8 6

ment, Controller's Office II 6
South Eastern 8 6

General Factory 2 O South Western 2

Instrument Factory 4 7 3 Western I 14 6

Central Telegraph Office ... 31 7 6 Eastern O 18 6

Engineer.in -Chief's Office... 3 8 6 Northern Scotland O 13 6

District Offices, London : Midland Scotland Ο 1Ο o

South Western
Southern Scotland o

South Eastern 25 19 9 Northern Ireland O II 6

Eastern 29 7 4 Southern Ireland O 15
Northern IO 8

Total £396 11 2

Carried forward £289 28

I o

2

I 2

I

O
I O

د
ر

مهاب رب

34 8 8
I

2

2

Odds and Ends.

THE
HE Dean of Rochester has fixed Saturday afternoon, October

18th, for the unveiling of the memorial window placed in

Rochester Cathedral by friends and colleagues of the late Mr. F. S.

Cobb, formerly a principal clerk in the Post Office Savings Bank,

and at the time of his death Director of the British Post Office at

Constantinople . Special train arrangements have been made for

those desiring to attend, whose names should be sentto Mr.Zicalliotti,

Byron Society, 3 , Plowden Buildings , E.C. , or to Edward Bennett,

Savings Bank Department, General Post Office, E.C.

*

*

W!
E learn from the Cape newspapers that Mr. E. E. Harrhy, of

the Postmaster General's Office, Cape Town, who is known

to the readers of St. Martin's as a valued contributor, has been

elected a Fellow of the Royal Geographical Society . Mr. Harrhy

visited British Central Africa (Nyassaland) with Sir Harry Johnston

in 1893 , and as Postmaster-General organised a postal service

extending from Chinde to Lake Tanganyika .

* Collection not completed.
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IR ROBERT HUNTER, Solicitor to the Post Office, contributes

an article on the Inclosure of Stonehenge to the September

number of the Nineteenth Century and After.

STR

*

R. A. A. T. A’VARD, the Postmaster of Windsor, has

received through Sir Dighton Probyn , bycommand of the

King, the decoration of the Royal Victorian Medal. We heartily

congratulate him.

MR:

R. D. ROBERTSON, of the General Post Office, Wellington ,

New Zealand, is anxious to obtain copies of the magazine

issued during 1891. Any subscribers wishing to dispose of such

copies should communicate with the Editor.

M

* *

*

WE
E are exceedingly sorry that when noticing in our last number

the honour achieved in the Cambridge Mathematical
Tripos by Mr. P. McCandlish Wilson, we made two errors. Mr.

Wilson is the eldest , not the second , son of the Postmaster of Leeds,

and he was born in 1881 , not in 1861 .

E understand that Dr. John Oakesmith , of the Savings Bank

Department, is publishing a revised edition of The Religion

of Plutarch . Messrs . Longmans, Green & Co. are the publishers.

W

N article, entitled “ Hugh Finlay : Pioneer of Canadian Posts, "

from the pen of Mr. J. G. Hendy, Curator of the Post Office

Record Room, appears in the Empire Review for September.

A
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Promotions.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT, PREVIOUS SERVICE,

.
.
.

.
.
.

» .
.
.

.
.
.

>

E. J.

S.O. Sifton, S. E. Clk ., 3rdCl.,Supply . Clk . , 2nd Div. , S.B.,

Est. '99 ; A.G. , '99 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S. , '02

Greenfield , P. ... Clk . , 2nd Div., S.B., '98 ;

Clk ., R.L.O., 'o2

Mullins, W. J.... Clk. , 2nd Div ., A.G.,

'99 ; Clk . , M.O.O. ,

'ol ; Clk . , 2nd Div. ,

A.G.,'oi ; Clk .,R.L.O .,

'02

Hegarty, P. S .... S.C. & T., Cork , '99 ;

Clk . , L.P.S. , '02

Checketts, J. Reg. Asst., 2nd Cl. Sr., Cir . Off., ’92

A.Ğ.D. , P.O.B. Miss S.A. Prin. Clk . 1884 ; Ist Cl . , '95

Harrison

F. L. Norris ist Cl . Clk. 1892

C.Tỏ. De Pradines, A. Over.and Sen.Tel. 1877

Scholey, G. Sub. Tel. Co.,G.P.O. , '89

Miss L. E.Montel Asst . Súper. , L .́ Gr . 1876
M.A.Greahy 1876

1876

Guenigault

H.H.Breden Super. (Telephones ) | Tel., 1873 ; Asst. Super. ,

Lr. Gr. , 'OI

E. M. Bailey Asst. Super. ( Tele- Nat. Tel. Co. , '82 ;

phones), ist Ci . G.P.O. , ’96

A. R. Pash Asst. Super. (Tele- Nat. Tel.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Co. , '93 ;

phones), and Ci. G.P.O. , '96

E.M.Pallett
Nat. Tel. Co. , 96 ;

G.P.O. , '97

E. in C.O. Tremain , F. Tech . Offr., Ist Cl. Tel., Plymouth, '70 ;

Insp. , E. in C.O., '87 ;

Tech. Offr., 2nd Cl . , '98

Tandy, F.... 2nd Cl . Tel . , C.T.O. , '85 ; Relay

Clk. , '91 ; Engr. , 2nd

Cl . , '94 ; 1st Cl., '98

Sinnott , J. Tel . , Dublin , '84 ; Relay

Clk . , '91 ; Engr., 2nd

Cl. , '96 ; Ist čl., ’oi

Pollock , S. A. ... Tel., Belfast, 89; Jr.

Clk . , '94 ; Clk. , and

Cl . , 'oo

Wilson , H. Engr. , Ist Cl . Tel. , N'castle -on - Tyne,

'82; Relay Cik ., '92 ;

Engr. , 2nd Cl. , '96

Whitehead , J. Tel. , L’pool, ²82 ; Relay

Clk. , '92 ; Engr. , 2nd

Ci.. '96

> >

وو

2 9,
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

E. in C.O. Partridge, G.N. Engr. , Ist Ci .
...

Lewis, T. ...

Thow, J. H.

Herbert , T. E....

2nd Cl .Skinner, J.

James , W. G.

Teggins, A. W.

Bannister, G.W.

2

Giffen, A. E.

Kemp, H....

Gardner, A. W.

Tel. , Nott'm , '89 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O. , '91 ;

Engr. , 2nd Cl. , '98

S.C. & T. , Newport,

Mon. , '84 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O .,'95 ; Engr.,

2nd Cl. , '98

Tel., Glasgow , '84 ; Jr.

Clk . , E. in C.O., '92 ;

Engr., 2nd Cl. , '98

Tel., Man'r, '91 ; Jr.

Clk. , E. in C.O., '95 ;

Sub -Engr. , ’96 ; Engr .,

2nd Cl. , '99

1882 ; Sub . Engr., '99

1884 ; Sub. Engr., '99

S.C. & T., B’ham , '85 ;

Jr.Clk. , E . in C.O .,' 95;

Sub - Engr., '99

S.C. & T., Man'r, '86 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O . , '96;

Sub-Engr. , '99

S.C. & T.,Glasgow , '86 ;

Jr.Clk . , E.in C.O. , '96 ;

Sub -Engr., 'oo

S.C. & T., Man'r, '87 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O., '96 ;

Sub. Engr. '99

S.C. & T., Stockton -on

Tees, 87 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '96 ; Sub

Engr., '99

S.C. & T., Grimsby, '87 ;

Junr. Clk ., E.in C.O. ,

'96 ; Sub -Engr., '99

S.C. & T. , Newcastle-on

Tyne, '89 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '96 ; Sub

Engr. , '99

Tel., C.T.O., '89 ; j1 .

Cík . , E. in C.O., '96 ;

Sub-Engr., '99

S.C. & T. , Weymouth,

'91 ; Peterboro ' , '92 ;

Jr.Clk . , E. in C.O. , '96 ;

Sub -Engr. , '99

S.C. & T., Leeds, '93 ;

Jr.Clk . , E. in C.O. , '96 ;

Sub - Engr., '99

S.C. & T., Glasgow , '85 ;

Jr.Clk ., E. in C.O .,'97;
S.C. & T. , B’ham, '85 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , '97

S.C. & T., Staines , '87 ;

L’pool, '90 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O. , '97

Upton , S. ...

Whillis, C.

2

Hook, G. H. J.

Davis, F. W ...

,
, Wakefield ,

J. H. M.

Patrick , J.و

Horton , F. D ..... 99

.:
:

> .
.
. Fewtrell, J. W.

r
y
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E. in C.O. Golding, W. Engr. , 2nd Cl.

Lane, W. H. Sub-Engr. ...

Edwards, W. B.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Harris, E. C.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Smith, D. ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

Lemont, G. A ....

.
.
.

.
.
.

9

>

Gibbon, A. O. ...

.
.
.

Hammond, G.W.

» .
.
.

Fletcher, J. E. ...

,
,

.
.
.

2

Innes, G. ...

.
.
.

.
.
.

Evans, T ....

.
.

Arundel, T. S....

.
.
.

.
.
.

S.C. & T., Cardiff, '91 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O., 97

S.C. & T. , Tonbridge,

'90 ; Jr. Clk . , E.in

C.O. , '99

S.C. & T., Newport,

Mon. , °90 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O., '99

S.C. & T. , Dover, '91 ;

Jr.Clk ., E. in C.O. , '99

S.C. & T. , Aberdeen,

'89 ; Jr. Clk ., E. in

C.O. , ' oo

S.C. & T. , N'castle -on

Tyne, '90 ; Jr. Clk. ,

E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T. , L’pool, ’90 ;

Jr.Clk . , E. C.O.,'00

S. C. & T. , Hull, '9!;

Jr. Clk. , E. in c.0.,'00

S.C. & T. , Stockton -on

Tees, '92 ; Jr. Clk . ,

E. in C.O. , '00

S.C. & T., Edin. , '93 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O.,' oo

S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '94 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in C.O. , 'oo

S.C. &T., Nott'm , '95 ;

Jr. Clk ., E. in C.O., 'oo
s.c. & T. , B'ham , '95 ;

Jr.Clk . , E. in C.O. , ' oo

S.C. & T. , Cardiff, ’90 ;

Jr. Clk . , E. in c.0. , 'CO

S.C. & T. , L'pool , '91 ;

Jr. Clk. , E. in C.O. , 'oo

S.C. & T. , Esher, '90 ;

Savory , D. C.

Balcombe, R. C.

Elston, J. S.

.
.
.

... Kent , E. A.

.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Davies, A. A.

White, H. W.

Jr. Clk (Prov. )

:
:
:

Payne, A. W. P.

Tabor, H. J. H.

Ferneyhough, T.

99

Brown , J ....

Tissington , H.G.

Bartlett , J. W....

Grant, J.E.

Williams, J. P....

Read, A. M.

Norwich , '91 ; Jr. Clk .,

E. in C.O., ' oo

S.C. & T. , Cardiff, '93

S.C. & T. , Ventnor, '95 ;

Bristol , '99

Tel . , C.T.O. , '02

S.C. & T. , Dover, ’92

Tel . , C.T.O. , '86 ; S.C.

& T. , Burton-on-Trent,

'99 ; Cik . , 'or

Tel . , C.T.O , '88

Tel . , C.T.O. , '89

Tel., C.T.O., ’90

S.C. & T. , Belfast, '90

S.C. & T., Chester, ’92

S.C. & T. , Dover, '92 ;

L’pool, '98

S.C. & T. , Glasgow , '93

S.C. & T., Belfast, '93

Tel. , C.T.O. , '94

:
:
:
:

Laidlaw, J. B.

Heasley, R. A...

Balchin , G.
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>>

E. in C.O. McEvoy, J. P .... Jr. Clk. ( Prov. ) S.C. & T. , L’pool, '94

Roworth, R. A. S. S.C. & T. , Nott’m , '95

Johnson, A. S. A. S.C. & T. , L’pool, '95

McClarence, F. S.C. & T. , Newcastle-on

Tyne, '96

McLauchlan,G.R. S.C. & T., Dundee, '96 ;

Vyle , R. S. S.C. & T. , Nott'm , '96

Factories Sissons, H. A. Test. Clk . , 2nd Cl.... Sub. Tel . Co. , Tel . ,

C.T.O. , '89

Hill , G. J. W ... Tel . , C.T.O. , '81

Bell , A. J .... Tel . , C.T.O. , '81

L.P.Š., Cont.'5 Moginie, C. P... Ch . Super. 1865 ; Asst . Super. , Cir.

Off. Off., '84 ; Supt . , '92

Salt , T. P. 1868 ; Asst . Super., Cir.

Off., ’85 ; Super. , ’96

Gleed , J. E. 1861 ; Cir. Off., '92 ;

Prin . Clk . , Cont.'s Off.,

'99

Pascall, R. Prin Clk . Clk . , Lr . Div . , S.B. , '80 ;

Clk . , C.E. B., '85 ; Cir.

Off., '87 ; Asst . Super. ,

'95

Norris, H .... Clk. , Lr . Div . , S.B. ,

Clk . , C. E. B., 85 ;

Cont.'s Off., L.P.S.,

87 ; 2nd Cl , '91 ; Ist

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
. '80 ;

Cl . , '97

Couratin , A. L .... Clk. , Ist Cl . ...

"

Bumby , C. J.

.
.
.

Greenwood, J. H Clk . , 2nd Cl ....

Chamberlain, P.

Soyer, W. A.??

Cik. , Lr . Div. , R.A.G.O. ,

'82 ; Clk . , C.E.B., '87 ;

Cont.'s Off ., L.P.S. ,

'90 ; 2nd Cl . , '93

Tel. , Leeds, '78 ; Clk. ,

Cont.'s Off ., L.P.S.,

91 ; 2nd Cl. , '94

S.C. , Huddersfield , '87 ;
Clk . , Cont.'s Off.,

L.P.S., '93

Edin ., '80 ; Cik. , Cir .

Off., '93

Copyist ; Asst . Clk . , S.O. ,

'93; Clk . , Cont.'s Off.,

L.P.S., '93

Sr. , Cir . Off ., '97 ; Regy.

Asst . , '01 ; Clk . , R.L.O.,

'02

L.P.T. Co. , '66 ; M.T.

Co. , '68 ; G.P.O., '70 ;

Asst . Supt . , Cir . Off.,

'92 ; Prin . Clk . , Cont.'s

Off ., '99

1870 ; Over. , '81 ; Asst.

Supt.,'97

S.C. & T., Taunton ,'78 ;

Clk . , L.P.S. , '91 ; 2nd

Cl . , '96

1871 ; Over. , '83 ; Insp .

England, S. H. Clk. , 3rd Cl. ...

Cir. Off. Whitaker, F. G. Super.

Robinson, W. W.

Gould, J. ... Asst. Super...

,

Dashfield , C.

'95
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.
.

...

:
:
:

:
:

:
:

:
:

:

1877

W. J.

:
:

. .
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

وو >

:
:
:

.
.
.

W.

81 ;

L.P.S. , Cir. Off. Fox, J. J.... Asst. Super. ... 1870 ; Over. , '84 ; Insp.

'96

DeBoos, J. F. Insp. 1873 ; Over., '91

Knight, J. J. Over. 1877 ; Sr. , '82

Stokes, C. E. 1878 ; Sr. , '82

Smith , F. B. 1880

Figes, G. W. 1872 ; Sr. , ’75

Wood , H.... 1879 ; Sr. , '82

Bruggemeyer,

Lewis, W. T. 1879 ; Sr. , ’79

N.W ... Wheeler, w . T. Chcik . 1876 ; Clk . , L.P.S. , '85 ;

2nd Cl. , '93; ist Cl . ,

'98

Batt.... Harding, F. Clk. , ist Cl. E.T. Co. , '68 ; G.P.O. ,

70 ; Clk. , 85 ; Asst.

Supt. , Batt . , '99

Norwd. Churley, L. T... 1874 ;R.A.G.O .,'77; Clk . ,

L.P.S. , '85 ; Asst. Supt. ,

Norwd . , 'o1

N.W .... Pryer, J. 1880 ; Clk. , L.P.S. , '91

W.C.... Wheeler, C. A .... 1887 ; Clk ., L.P.S., '92
Padd . Waller, W. C.

Tel. , 1880 ; Clk . , L.P.S.,

'92

S.W .... Broad, A. R. Tel . , 1883 ; Factory Clk. ,

'89 ; Clk . L.P.S., '92

Laurie, R. H. 2nd Cl. ... 1871 ; W.D.O., '71

W. Martin , E. A. Clk ., L Div. , S.B. ,

Clk ., L.P.S., '91
S.E. Relph, J. W. F. 1883 ; Clk . , L Div. ,

R.A.G.O., '87 ; S.O. ,

88 ; Clk . , L.P.S. , '92

N.W .... Ayling , D. E. Clk . , L Div. , S.B. , '82 ;

Clk . , L.P.S. , ’92

Padd. Campion, J. W. Clk . , L Div. , C. of S.O. ,

87 ; Clk ., L.P.S., '92

S.W .... D’Evelyn , F. W. Tel., Glasgow , ’83 ; Clk. ,

L.P.S., '92

N. Chessall, W. F. Clk. , L Div ., S.B. , '85 ;

Clk . , L.P.S., '93

S.E. ... Biggs, J. D. Clk . , 2nd Div. , R.A.G.O.,

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

2
2

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

87 ; Clk . , L.P.S. , '93
E.C. ... Oliver , R. G. Insp. in Charge 1872

(Lr. Sectn . )

Gabriel, W. J. 1872

Brenham, J. J .... 1871

Padd . Jones, A. F. Asst. Super. 1872 ; Over., '82 ; Insp .,

'97

Mathews, J. W. Insp. 1870 ; Over. , '86

Coomber , W. Over. 1881 ; Sr. , '85

E. Foster, A.... Insp. 1870 ; Over. ,

Matthews, A. W. 1873 ; Over. , '86

Powell, H. G. Over. 1881 ; Sr. , '85

N.W .... Turner, J. W. 1883 ; Sr., '85

W. Mulligan, J. 1872

Miss S. Turner... Super., CI. III. 1870 ; Super. , Cl . IV . , '96

وو

:
:
:
:

2,85

S.W.

وو

>
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OFFICE, NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

L.P.S., W.

M.O.O. ...

.
.
. ...

.
.
.

R.º.o.

S.B.D.

:
:
:

0
9

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

.
.
.

Miss M. M. Super. , Cl . IV. 1884

Tucker

Tinlin, W. A. Cik. , 3rd Cl. ... Sr. , Cir . Off., '99 ; Regy.

Asst. , 'or

Miss M. Munro Prin. Clk. C.H.B., 1885; Ist Cl . ,

M.O.O., '98

K. Hodson Clk. , 1st Cl. C.H.B., '92; M.O.O., '98

Davis, H. D. W. Clk . Tel., C.T.O., '98

Woodward, A. T. Prin . Clk. 1866 ; Asst. Prin . Clk. ,

'92

Rickcord , Asst . Prin . Clk. 1872 ; Hr. Gr. , '90 ; ist

H. T. J. A. Cl. , '97

MacDonald , E .... 1872 ; Hr. Gr. , '90 ; ist

Cl. , '97

Duffield , A. G .... 1872 ; Hr. Gr. , '90 ; ist

Cl. , '97

Emmett, A. Clk . , Ist Cl. 1873 ; Hr. Gr. , '94

Hockey, c . 1874 ; Hr. Gr. , '94

Bellamy, W. C. 1874 ; Hr. Gr. , '94

Williams, T. W. 1874 ; Hr. Gr. , '94

Gardiner , R. E ... Hd. Sta. Clk . Stg. Clk ., Cork , '85 ;

Sta. Clk ., '93 ; Asst.

Hd. Sta. Clk ., '98

Mann , E. ... Asst . Hd . Sta . Clk . Stg. Clk . , Leeds, '81 ;

Brighton, '88 ; Sta.

Clk ., '93

McConnachie, A. Inspg. Telst.... Tel.,Aberdeen, '85 ; Sta.

Clk. , '96

.
.
.

Sur. Dept.

PROVINCES–ENGLAND and WALES .

Aberystwyth ... Morris, T. ... Clk . S.C. & T., High Wy

combe, '86 ; Shrews

bury, '89

Birmingham Clements,W.F.L. Super. ( P.) 1878 ; S.C. & T. , '83 ;

Clk . , '90 ; Asst . Super.,

2nd Cl. , '97 ; Ist Cl.,

'02

Thomas, T. J.... Asst.Spt.( P. ) , 1st Cl. 1881 ; Clk. , '89 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '95

Deeley, G. 2nd Cl. 1874; Clk . , '91

Weightman ,c.H . Cik (P.) " 1884

Miss E.N.Petford Super. ( Telephones) Nat. Tel . Co. , '89; Tele

phone Opr., '96

A. N. Asst. Super. Nat. Tel.Co., '92 ; Tele

Mayhew phone Opr. , '96
Blackburn Kenyon, J. Clk . (T.) 1885

Miss F. L.Hirst Asst. Super. ( Tele- Nat. Tel.Co.,'87 ; Tele
phones) phone Opr. , '96

Bletchley Souster, J. A. Clk. 1886

Bolton Farrington,W.M. Asst. Super. (P. ) 1882 ; Clk . , '98

Greenhalgh, J. ... Clk. (P. ) 1886

Miss M. W. Asst . Super. (Tele- Telephone Opr. , '96

Webster phones)

Bradford ... A.Goodchild Super. ( Telephones) S.C. & T. , 'co

Telepho

GG
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OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

'87

1885

:
: :

:
:

Cik .”

.
.
.

Brighton ... Field, H. G. Clk. 1883

Bristol Hurdon, F. ( T.) 1875
Cardiff Miss L.B.Chivers Super.( Telephones) S.C. & T.,

F. G. Asst. Supt. S.C. & T., '92

Gotterell

M. A. Lewis Telephone Opr., '97
Chester

Jones, J. CİK. ( P.)
Davies, C. H. 1886

Crewe Cooke, E. J. 1886

Derby Bolton , W. W .... Ch. Clk. 1870 ; Clk. , '86 ; Asst.

Super. (T. ), Derby,'91;

Super., Grimsby, '95 ;

Leicester, '98 ; Derby,
'oo

Lee, J. H. Super. (T.) Elec . Tel. Co. , '67 ; Clk .,

'86 ; Asst. Super. , '98

Hicking, J. Asst . Super . ( T.) . 1872 ; Clk. , '99

Walters, J. Clk. (T. ) 1874

Durham
Blyth , J. J. Clk. 1881

Exeter Rowe, R. H. Asst . Super . ( P .)... 1881 ; Clk. , '97

Exmouth ... Smith , H.... Clk . 1888

Hounslow Miss É . Butler ... Super. 1889

Kendal Braithwaite,W.T. Cik. 1887

Kidderminster .. Roden , P.... 1888

• Leeds Lonsdale, C. S ... Asst. Super. ( P.), 1880 ; Clk . , '97

2nd Cl.

Ayrton, G. Clk. (P. ) 1885

Miss M. Young ... Asst . Super. Telephone Oper., '96

(Telephones)
B. Smith .... Nat . Tel.Co., '91 ; Tele

phone Oper., '96
Leicester Hill , E. Asst. Super. (P.) . 1877 ; Clk . , '96

Topliss, J.... 1876 ; Clk. , '97

Ball , R. H. ( 1880

Lippitt, A. G. 1882

Smithson, E. B.. 1886

Miles, E. 1887

Voss, G. H. Clk ) 1874

Flint , A. 1884

Miss E. A. Leak. Asst. Super. 1894

Liverpool Harris , A. \. .. Asst.Spt. ( T .),ist Cl. 1871 ; Clk. , ’90 ; Asst.

Super., 2nd Cl . , '97

Sibbitt , J. ... 2nd Cl . Elec. Tel. Co., '65 ; Clk. ,

93

Packer, R. G. Clk. (T.) 1880

Miss A. Gordon.. Asst. Super. Nat . Tel. Co. , '91 ; Tele

( Telephones) phone Oper. , '97

Luton Cann , T. Clk. 1881

Manchester Constable, F. J... Cik. ( P. ) 1882

Miss E. Asst. Super. Nat. Tel. Co . , '92 ; Tele

Hollinghurst ( Telephones) phone Oper., '97

Newcastle on- S.S. S.Boyse Super. S.C. & T., ° 77 ; Asst.

Tynel Super. ( Telegraphs),

2
2

>

>>

ور

>>

'91

E. M. Holt... Asst. S.C. & T. , '90

F. Amers S.C. & T. , '91
>>
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OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE .

...

.
.
.

E.T.

...

Newcastle-on- Miss M. E. Chard Asst. ( Telephones). S.C. & T., '91

Tyne

F.A.Spraggon S.C. & T. , '91

Newport (Mon.) Davis, J. Asst. Super . "( P . ) ... 1885 , Gloucester ; Cik. ,
Gloucester, 'oo

Richards, C.H.L. 1879 ; Clk. (T. ) , '99

Jenkins, W.H .... Cik."( T.) 1883

Oldham Quarmby, J. W.. Asst . Super , 1868 ; Sr. , '72 ; Clk. , '80

Lawson , R. C .... Clk . 1887

Pontypridd Jones, W. ... Ch. Cik... 1888 ; S.C. & T., '90 ;

Clk ., '95
Jones, J. A. Clk. 1892

Ross... Cater , G. R. 1882

Scarborough Miss M. M. Asst. Super. 1892

Robinson

Sheffield Telephone Oper., '99
Harrison ( Telephones)

Slough Beasley , G. P. ... Clk. 1887

Spalding Haddon , W. 1893

Stafford Bryan , R. W. ( P.) 1882

Stockport Grant, T. J. 1887

West Hartlepool Mounter, J. T.... 1885

Weston -super Horsington, A .... 1881 ; S.C. & T. , '85

Marel

Weymouth Miss S. E. Levi.. Super. S.C. & T., Poole, ’85 ;

Weymouth, '88

York Marchant, G. H. Asst. Super. ( P. ) ... 1879; Clk. , '95
Triffitt , W. Clk. (P. ) 1882

IRELAND.

Dublin ( Tel.Oft.) Creamer, E. Tel. , Thurles, '76 ; Dub

lin , '82

Belfast Anderson, W. E. Asst. Super. (P.), 1890 ; Clk . , 'or

2nd Cl.

SCOTLAND.

Edin . (Stg. Off.) | Massie, G. ... Super. 1873 ; Cik . , '91 ; Asst.

Super ., 2nd Cl . , '92 ;
Ist Cl . , 'or

Glasgow ... McIntyre, D. Asst . Super. (P.), 1878 ; Clk . , '90 ; Asst.

Ist CI . Super., 2nd Cl. , '98

Stewart , A. G .... Asst. Super. (P.), 1878 ; Cik ., '91

2nd Cl .

Shaw, J. ... Asst. Super. ( P.), 1878 ; Clk . , '91
2nd CI.

Eagleshome, Clk . ( P. )

M. McC.

McTaggart,W.R. 1835
Kirkcaldy Kinnear, J. F.... Ch . 'Clk .... S. C. & T. , Kelso, '82 ;

Crieff, '95 ; Clk . , Kirk

caldy, '98

Perth Marshall , J. Clk. 1882

Miss M. Clark ... Asst. Super . 1876

Wick Calder, J. ... Clk. S.C. & T. , Londonderry,

'83 ; Wick , '84

... Clk .

...

1885

...

:
:
:

:
:
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Retirements.

LONDON.

OFFICE. NAME. APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

.
.
....

...

>

:
:

:
:

:
:
:
:

...

1 )

A.G.D. Miss E. J. Chur- Prin . Clk . 1881 ; Prin . Clk . , '97

chill

C.T.O. Greenwood , R. F. Tel.... 1870

Miss A. J. Brown Asst . Super. 1873 ; Asst. Super. , 'oo

M.M.B.Carr Tel. 1876

L. M. Hone 1882

C. Emden ... Elec. Tel. Co. , '68

L.M.A.Lock 1885

A. E. Moore S.C. & T. , Eastbourne,

'93 ; C.T.O. , '95
F. Vince ... 1898

F. A. Easton
1899

H. L. M. 1900

Turner

L.P.S. , Cont.'s Cooper, C. Supt. of Mail Cart 1857 ; Over., '70 ; Insp.,
Off. Services 75 ; Super. of Maij

Cart Services, '99

Circ . Off. Bailey, J. P. Over. 1857

Peachey, I. 1867 ; Over. , '92

Chenery, W. H. Sorter 1865

Steadman, W.J. 1871 ; Sr. , '73

Nicholls , G. 1874 ; Sr. , '77

Claydon , G. 1874 ; Sr., '78

Hills, W. J. 1876 ; Sr., ° 79

Birch , C. H. 1882 ; Sr. , '86

Pike, E. S. 1892

*McAuley, J. J. 1900

*Monds, S, A. 1901

E.C.-Miss E. 1897

Chapman

W.C. Gahan , T. Insp . 1861 ; Over., '74 ; Insp . ,

89

Miss M. R. Super. , Cl . II . .P.T.Co.. '67 ; Super . ,

Inglis '84 ; 2nd Cl. , '93

E. Willard, W. S. Insp . 1865 ; Over. , ' 76 ; Insp .,

91

S.E. Durban, F. Over. 1858 ; Over. , '85
Norwd . ) Miss H. E. C.C. & T...

1890
Mitten

S.W. * Shields, J. T. Sr. 1894

w . MissE. Coombs Super., Ci . 117. 1870 ; Super. ,

c.C. & T.

Super. , Cl. III . , '98

Padd. Hood, C. ... Asst. Super. ... 1862 ; Over. , '79 ; Insp .,

'80 ; Asst. Super. , '98

Turner, H. E. ... Sr. ... 1888 ; Sr. , '90

N.W. Miss K. Naylor C.C. & T. 1890

M'.o. Northey, M.D. Clk . , 2nd Div. 1864 ; Hr. Gr. , '90

( Hr. Gr.)

* Awarded a Gratuity.

'9 ! ;
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S.B.D. Leach , T. ... Asst. Prin . Clk . 1863 ; Asst. Prin . Clk .,... ...

'95

.
.
.

1875 ; Ist Cl . , '92Miss C. G. P. Clk ., ist Cl . ...

Balfour

A. J.Hodges

M. M. E.

Row

E. Wilks

S. R. Chilä сik . , 2nd” ci. ...

J. Brown ... Sorter

1883 ; Ist Cl. , '94

1877 ; Ist Cl. , '97

1886 ; 1st Cl. , '97

1900

1893

>>

PROVINCES - ENGLAND and WALES.

Accrington

Axminster ...

Birmingham

Bolton

Bournemouth ...

.
.
.

.
.
.Bracknell 2

Brighton ...

.
.
.

• • .Bristol

Chesterfield

Crewkerne

Dover

James, S. ... Pmr. Exeter, '66 ; Clk ., '73 ;

Supt. ( P. ) , '85 ; Pmr. ,

Accrington, '94
* Mrs. M. E. Pms. 1876

Tapscott

Dawes, W. S.C. & T. 1863

Bromley, A. Asst.Supt. (P.) 1873 ; Clk . , '81 ; Asst.

Supt. (P. ), '94

Hounsell, F.A.K. Supt. ( T.) 1871 ; Clk ., '86 ; Supt. ,

'91

Miss E. Mullock S.C. & T. M'ter, '91 ; Bourne

mouth, '98

*Fishlock, L. W. C.C. & T., E.C., '96 ;

S.C. & T., Blackwell,

'OI

Bartlett, C. J. ... Clk. (T. ) Elec . Tel. Co., '61 ;

Clk ., '82.

Snow, G. F. S.C. & T. 1879

Burgess, J. J. ... Clk . 1872 ; Clk . , '98

Margerson, T .... 1873 ; Clk., '91

Miss E. Budge... Pms. 1887

*Miss G. I. Pogson S.C. & T. Harrow , '96 ; C.T.O.,

'99 ; Dover, ' oo

Strapps, J. Wisbech , '74; Ely, '79

Shepherdson, J... Asst." Supt. (P.) 1871 ; Clk . , ’90 ; Asst.

Supt., '99

* Miss A. M. S.C. & T.

Andrew

Ansell, F. H. S.C. & T. 1886

Miss C.Lupton . 1870

Collins, F.... Asst. Supt. ( T.), U. K. Tel. Co. , '65 ;
2nd Cl. Clk . , '90 ; Asst. Supt . ,

'96

* Tunstall, F. S.C. & T. 1895

Miss E. A. Lewis 1881

C. M. 1882

Lawson

A.Stanley ..

...

...

Ely

Hull ...

Kettering 1893

Lincoln

Liverpool
Manchester

...

1885

E.M.Pickles 1891

>

* Awarded a Gratuity .



442 RETIREMENTS .

OFFICE NAME. APPOINTMENT.

Matlock Bath ... Davenport, J. ... Pmr.

Nottingham Clark, T. J. ... S.C. & T.

.
.
....

.
.
.

.
.
.Poole

Ryde

Sheerness

Sheffield

Clements, A.

Eades, C. S.

* Stocker, H.

Norton , J. W. P.

Walton, W. G ...

Dixon, A ....

Elgar, W.... Pmr .

Southport
Sutton

.
.
.

Tewkesbury Westbrook, W ....

.
.
.

.
.
.

Worcester Hill , J. P.... Clk .

.
.
.

.
.
.

York Cooper, T. Clk. (T. )

.
.
.

IRELAND

Dublin Dunne , M. J. Clk . (P. )

O'Neill , J.... S.C. & T.

(Accts.Off.) Miss E.M.Dunne Clk. , Ist Cl.

C. S. Glass S.C. & T.

:
:
:
:

رو

Belfast

I. Maccabeel

Kelly, J...

Connolly, E.

Miss E.O'Keefe

McGrath, M. ... Pmr .

Cork

Kingstown

.
.
.

Naas O'Brien , M.

.
.
.

PREVIOUS SERVICE.

'77 ;

Elec. Tel. Co. , '69 ; Clk .,

Ashton - under - Lyne,

Ch . Clk. , '91 ;

Pmr. , Atherstone, '91 ;

Pmr . , Matlock Bath ,

'97

S.C. & T. , Woking, '96 ;

Nottingham, 'or

1900

1870

1899

1887

1889

1890

Brighton , '70 ; Folke

stone, ’77 ; Clk . , '86 ;

Pmr . , Sutton , '92

S’th’pton, '70 ; Farn

borough , '71 ; Ch .

Clk . , Maidenhead,'92 ;

Pmr. , Saltburn -by -Sea,

'94 ; Pmr. , Sudbury,

'97 ; Pmr. , Tewkes

bury , ' oo

Elec. Tel. Co., '66 ;

Clk. , '87

Elec. Tel. Co. , '57 ;

Clk. , '91

1874 ; Sr. , '83 ; Clk. , '98

1875 ; Sr. , '78

1881 ; ist Cl. , '94

S.C. & T. , Parsonst’wn,

'76 ; Dub. , '83

1885

Magnetic Tel. Co. , '56

Magnetic Tel. Co., '67

1881

Elec. Tel. Co. , '62 ;

Supt . , Waterford, ’74 ;

Fmr., Ballinasloe, '77 ;

Pmr. , Kingstown, '79

1875 ; S.C. & T. , Tem

plemore , '79 ; Pmr. ,

Charleville, '98 ; Pmr. ,

Naas, ' oo

* Awarded a Gratuity .
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SCOTLAND.

OFFICE, NAME. APPOINTMENTS. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

Edinburgh

Ayr ...

Williamson, J .... Supt . 1859 ; Over. , '83 ; Asst.

Supt., '91; Supt. , '92
Ramsay, R. Pmr. 1856 ; Sr., Glasgow, '64 ;

Pmr. , Ayr., '70

Harper, A. Asst . Supt . , Ist Cl. Elec. Tel. Co., . '56 ;

Asst. Supt. , 1st Cl. , '90
*McDonald, J. S.C. & T. 1894

Glasgow ...

* Awarded a Gratuity.



444

Postmasters Appointed.

OFFICE. NAME. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...Barrow -in - Furness Haigh, A. Stg. Clk ., Leeds ; Glasgow ; Clk. ,

Asst.Super. , 2nd Cl. ; 1st Cl.

Bridgwater ... Fletcher , W. Stg. Cik . , Derby ; Clk ., Asst.

Super., Super., Ch. Clk.

Bromley (Kent) ... Ayers, J. H.... Elec . Tel. Co. , Clk ., Ipswich , Nor

wich ; Super. (T.) , Norwich ; Pmr.,

Whitby

Diss Ash , J. H, Stg. Clk., Exeter ; Clk ., Asst. Super.

Keighley Terry , G. Clk ., Normanton ; Wakefield ; Ch.

Clk . , Wakefield ; Pmr. , Redditch

Kirkby Lonsdale Bell, J. ... S.C. & T., Kendal ; Clk .

Matlock Bath Winter, G. Stg. Clk ., Leeds ; Clk. , Asst. Super.

Petworth , Pulboro’S.O . Woolley, W. H. P. Tel., C.T.O.

Pickering Burn , F. F. S.C. & T. , Durham ; Clk.

Redditch

Chappell, W. F. ... Magnetic Tel. Co. Tel., Hull ;
Cik . ; Pmr. , Bilston ; Bishops

Auckland ; Bilston

Tewkesbury Williams , T.... Stg. Clk ., Oxford ; Leeds ; C.C. &

T., E.C.; Pmr. , Crediton

Thrapston Raby, E. G.... Sr. , Cir. Off.

Whitby Huddart, W. Sr. , Whitehaven ; Clk. , Ch. Clk .,

Middlesbrough

Kilmallock ... Clayton , W .... S.C. & T., Normanton

Kingstown . Veale, O. Stg. Clk. , Plymouth ; Clk. , Asst.

Super.

Lisburn McGregor, G. G. S.C. & T. , Greenock ; Clk .

Naas Croker, W. Stg. Clk ., Waterford ; Pmr. , New

bridge

Greenock Miller, D. A. Tel. Co., Clk ., Glasgow ; Asst.

Super., ist Class ; Pmr., Stirling

Kilmarnock Shannan, A.... Tel . Co., Tel . , Edin.; Clk. , and

Div. , Acct. Off., Edin. ; Pmr.,

Kirkcaldy

Lasswade MissM.G.Chalmers S.C. & T., Newton Stewart

...

.
.
.
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Deaths.

OFFICE. NAME, APPOINTMENT. PREVIOUS SERVICE.

...

:
:

:
:

:

E. ...

S.O. King, F. N. Clk. , 3rd Cl., Supply Boy Clk. , S.B . , '91 ; Clk .,

Est. 2nd Div ., '92 ; Clk . ,

S.O., '96

Regy. Wells, G. J. Regy. Asst. , 2nd Cl. S.C. & T.,Kettering, ’90 ;

Hitchin , '91 ; Regy.

Asst. , '96

C.T.O. Osborn , T. B. Over. & Sen. Tel. 1870 ; O. & S.T. , '87

Lofts, F. Tel . Sub..Tel.Co., G.P.O. , '89
L.P.S., Cir. Of. Cutmore, J. Sr. 1887

* Gribbell , A. T. 1898

*Squirrell, O. R. 1900

Scanlan, J. 1894 ; Sr. , '96

M.ỏ.o. Miss C. Milledge Prin. Clk . S.B. , '85 ; C.H.B., '85 ;

M.0.0 ., '98 ; Ist Cl. ,

'98 ; Prin . Clk ., 'oo

S.B.D. Miss E. M.Davies Sr. ... 1891

B’rr’w -in -F'ness Drummond, J. ... S.C. & T. 1899

Kingston -on- T's Cornes, A. H. 1897

Manchester MissE.McMahon 1900

Poole H. C. King 1897

Stockport Walmsley, J. J. Cik . 1880 ; Clk ., '91

Wigan Heaton, R. Asst. Super. 1881 ; Clk., '99 ; Asst.

Super., '99

York Fothergill, W. S.C. & T. 1874

Dublin Russell, Wm . 1861 ; Stg. Clk. , '65

Belturbet ... Bullock , J. S. 1900

Kilkenny ... Mrs. Mary Power 1871

Swinford ... Miss H , Durkan 1901

Oban Menzies, R. A. 1898

:
:
:
:
:
:

.

* Died while serving with the Colours in South Africa.

ABBREVIATIONS.

Acct., Accountant ; Asst., Assistant ; C.C. & T., Counter Clerk and Tele

graphist ; Ch. , Chief ; Cl. , Class ; Clk. , Clerk ; Cont . , Controller ; Div.,

Division ; Engr., Engineer ; Exr. , Examiner ; Gr., Grade ; Hd., Head ; Hr.,

Higher; Insp., Inspector ; Jr. , Junior; Lr., Lower ; Offr., Officer ; Over.,

Overseer ; P., Postal ; Pn. , Postman ; Pmr., Postmaster ; Pms. , Postmistress ;

Pr.- Kr. , Paper - Keeper ; Prin ., Principal ; Prob. , Probationary ; Prov.,

Provinces ; Retr., Returner ; Sec., Secretary ; Sen., Senior ; S.C. & T. ,

Sorting Clerk and Telegraphist; Sr., Sorter ; Stg., Sorting ; Sta., Stationary ;

Supply ., Supplementary ; Sur., Surveyor; Super., Superintendent or Super

visor ; Tech., Technical ; Tel. , Telegraphist ; Temp., Temporary ; Tr. , Tracer ;

Wtg., Writing.
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To our Readers.

ST:
T. MARTIN'S-LE-GRAND is unofficial. It is published

quarterly, during the first week of January, April , July, and

October, and is sent free to subscribers all over the world at three

shillings per annum, payable in advance.

SUBSCRIPTIONS FOR THE YEAR 1903 ARE NOW DUE,

and we ask our friends to send them in at once, so that we may

know exactly what arrangements to make. A subscription form

is enclosed with each copy of the present issue, and attention is

directed to the rules and suggestions which appear on it.

ALL REMITTANCES should be addressed to the Hon. Trea

surer, Mr. A. F. KING, c/o MessRS. GRIFFITH & Sons LD., PRUJEAN

SQUARE, OLD BAILEY, E.C. Cheques and Postal Orders should be

made payable to him, and should be crossed “ London and Midland

Bank, Newgate Street , E.C.”

COVERS FOR BINDING VOL . XII.-Applications, together

with a remittance of one shilling for each cover required , should be

made to MR. A. F. KING.

The audited accounts for 1902 will appear in our January number.

We make a special appeal to our readers at home and abroad to

help us by sending articles for publication, newspaper cuttings,

drawings, photographs, notices of events, &c. , either to the Hon.

Editor,

EDWARD BENNETT, c/o MESSRS. GRIFFITH & Sons LD. ,

PRUJEAN SQUARE,

SHERWIN ENGALL, OLD BAILEY, E.C.

or to

Copies of Nos. 25 , 26, 27 , 28 , 29, 30, 31 , 32 , 33 , 34 , 35 , 36 , 37 ,

38, 39 , 40, 41 , 43 , 45 , 46, 47 , and 48 can be obtained by subscribers

at gd. each, and Vols. VI., VII., VIII., IX ., X., XI., and XII.,

bound in red cloth, at 5/ - each .

Should any subscriber fail to receive his copy in due course, he

should at once communicate with MR. ENGALL .
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